
 

 

 

 

Game of Thrones was right: Chaos is a ladder 
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Catholic communicators of all stripes found the pandemic pushed their staffs out of their 
comfort zones, but also fueled their creative juices. In this session, Catholic Press veterans 
Sam Lucero, Chaz Muth and Anita McSorley will first discuss how their respective 
organizations had to refocus their reporting efforts during the pandemic and what of that new 
focus will continue as the nation opens up. They will then lead a broader discussion of how 
the pandemic made them rethink their ways of doing things and what the pandemic might 
have changed for good. Finally, they will address ways in which staffs might recharge and 
renew after some grueling months as they prepare to re-engage their colleagues, sources 
and readers for the challenges ahead. The latter part of the session will be a Q&A, so that 
other members can share what they have learned as well. 

Anita McSorley, managing editor of The Leaven, has over 35 years' experience in book, magazine and newspaper editing, 
including stints at Dartmouth College, Texaco, Inc., and the Rockefeller Group in New York. Anita made the move to 
newspaper editing when she came to The Leaven in 1988, where she has been ever since. During her time there, she has 
helped lead the small staff to many Catholic Press Association awards, and in 2014, was appointed director of 
communications of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas as well. 
 
Sam Lucero has served as news and information manager for The Compass, award-winning newspaper for the Diocese of 
Green Bay, since 2007. He has worked at diocesan newspapers for 37 years, including publications in Salt Lake City, San 
Diego, Superior, Wis., and Milwaukee. Sam sees the diocesan newspaper as a community newspaper, with a responsibility of 
telling the stories about the local church and its people. 
 
Chaz Muth is the multimedia editor for Catholic News Service. A graduate of Towson University, Chaz has been a working 
journalist for 33 years, and joined the Catholic press in 2006 at The Catholic Review in Baltimore. Chaz began working at CNS 
in 2008, covering higher education. He answered the call of convergence media a year later when CNS launched its video 
service and helped pioneer visual storytelling in the Catholic media’s digital platforms. In February 2013 Chaz joined CNS's 
Rome bureau to help in their coverage of the papal transition, returning to the news service’s Washington headquarters in 
April, where he has continued to travel the world to help provide the Catholic press with multimedia content that can be used in 
print and digital spaces. 
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