
   
 

Come Meet Jesus! Okotoks Alliance Church 
“The Parables of Jesus”  Sun. Feb. 26, 2023 
Mark 4:1-35 Rev. Terry B. Lee

1) Why Did Jesus Tell Stories? (4:1-2; 10-12; 33-34) 

2) What Is The Hard Truth About Stories? (4:21-25)  

3) What Is The Nature of Kingdom/Spiritual Growth? (4:26-32)

Serm
on N

otes

Consider Memorizing

“Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” Then he added, “Pay 
close attention to what you hear. The closer you listen, the more understanding you 
will be given—and you will receive even more. To those who listen to my teaching, 
more understanding will be given. But for those who are not listening, even what 

little understanding they have will be taken away from them.””  (Mark 4:23-25 NLT)

https://bible.com/bible/116/mrk.4.23-25.NLT


Sermon based questions for further reflection:                          
1.RECONNECT…  i) What was the high point of your week? 
   ii) What was the low point of your week?  

2.RECAP… Review the passage and the message from this Sunday.   
 What is Mark 4:1-35  about, in your own words?         

i) What are some of your favourite songs or stories? 
 …what resonates with you about them? 
 …are there any “Christ-figures” in them? Good vs Evil? Rescue & redemption? 

ii) Why does Jesus begin teaching in parables in Mark chapter 4? 

iii) There are 4 parables in this section of scripture? 
 What ways have you understood the images in…  
 …the Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed (or Soils) (4:1-9 & 13-20) 
 …the Parable of the Lamp? (4:21-25) 
 …the Parable of the Growing Seed (4:26-29) 
 …the Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30-32)  
  
iv) How do you react to the idea that some are in and some are out? (4:11-12) 
 …read the source that Jesus was quoting in Isaiah 6:9-10  
  (read from verse 1 to get the context)  
 …why was Isaiah’s task going to be so difficult? How does this parallel Jesus? 

v)Read Mark 4:23-25 and circle all the hearing/understanding words?  
 …how ought these words influence how we read the parables around? 
 …how do you feel about the hard work and intentionality required?  

2.REVIEW …What is Jesus speaking to you about from this passage  
  and this discussion?  (write it out…)   

   
    

3.RESPOND… what are you willing to do about the things that Jesus  
  is speaking to you about? (write it out… calendar it?)              

How might you turn the following into a prayer?  
'“The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced.  

“The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” ‘   
(Mark 1:15, NLT) 

http://www.apple.com
https://www.okalliance.ca/resources/livestreams
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/MRK.4.NLT
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/MRK.1.15

