
   
 

'Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter 
whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.  

For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”’  
(John 4:21,24, NLT)

“Christmas Is…” Okotoks Alliance Church 
“Christmas Is Family”  Sun. Dec. 5, 2021 
Matthew 1:1-3, 12, 15-16, 18; John 4 Rev. Terry B. Lee

1) Why Does Family Matter?   

a) The Design of Family Is Intentional Genesis 2:24; Genesis 1:28 

b) The Design of Family Is Instructional Ephesians 5:25; Ephesians 5:31-32 

2)WHAT Are The Weaknesses of Family? John 4:11-18; Mark 3:21,31-35 

3) God wants YOU in His family! Psalms 68:5-6 
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Consider Memorizing

https://bible.com/bible/116/mat.1.1-18.NLT
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/JHN.4.21,24
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/GEN.2.24
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/GEN.1.28
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/EPH.5.25
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/EPH.5.31-32
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/JHN.4.11-18
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/MRK.3.21,31-35
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/PSA.68.5-6


Sermon based questions for further reflection:                          
1.RECONNECT…  i) What was the high point of your week? 
   ii) What was the low point of your week?  

2.RECAP… Review the passage and the message from this Sunday.   
 What is John 4 about, in your own words?         

i)What are your favourite family memories of Christmas?  
• What made them special?  
• In what ways might they be an echo of something greater?    

ii)How is it that “Christmas Is Family”?  
• How is this statement popularly understood?  
• What might the limitations of this statement be? 

iii)Would God call you to draw someone into family this Christmas? 
• Psalms 68:5-6 

2.REVIEW …What is Jesus speaking to you about from this passage  
  and this discussion?  (write it out…)   
   

3.RESPOND… what are you willing to do about the things that Jesus  
  is speaking to you about? (write it out… calendar it?)              

Some words to help you pray…  
The books or the music in which we thought the beauty was located will betray us 
if we trust to them; it was not in them, it only came through them, and what came 

through them was longing.  These things—the beauty, the memory of our own 
past—are good images of what we really desire;  

but if they are mistaken for the thing itself they turn into dumb idols, breaking the 
hearts of their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; they are only the 

scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard,  
news from a country we have never yet visited.  

(C. S. Lewis, "The Weight of Glory") 

https://www.okalliance.ca/resources/livestreams
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/JHN.4.NLT
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/PSA.68.5-6

