
 

 

“Passionately Seeking the Prosperity of the City” 

Jeremiah 29: 4-7 

I. Display a picture of the city of Florence 

II. God’s children were forcibly taken as captives to Babylon because… 

• They took their blessings for granted.  

• Turned to idols. 

• Ignored the warnings of the prophets.  

III. God’s people hated living in Babylon and knowing that they would live 

there for 70 years.  

IV. Five signs that discontent has set in  

• A Complaining Spirit 

• A Critical Spirit 

• Frequent outbursts of anger 

• Envy  

• Selfish ambition 

V. Display Jeremiah 29: 4-7 

VI. Wherever you find yourself… 

• Remember that what God leads you to, he will lead you through!  

• Come to grips with reality but do not blame nor listen to naysayers.  

• Remember that we are called to “bloom where we are planted.”  

• Passionately seek the prosperity of the city.  

• Passionately pray for the city.  

 



 

 

VII. Practical application: Three challenges 

• Go and pray in different in different areas of this city.  

• Go and pray with people who influence our city.  

• Send time privately, or with friends, praying for specific concerns 

within this city and for the spiritual prosperity of this city.  

 

Life Group Questions 

1. What do you enjoy about living in Florence and/or the Quad-cities area?  

2. What are some of the challenges within our city/area? 

Take a few moment and pray for our city. Praise God for good qualities 

here and also lift up our challenges.  

3. Why were God’s people taken into Babylonian captivity?  

4. How long will they have to live in Babylon and how did God’s people 

initially feel about that?  

5. In Jeremiah 29: 4-7, what did God tell them to do while living in Babylon?  

6. Have you ever lived in a place [or been in a place in your life] where you 

never thought that you would be & did not want to be? If so, share with 

your LG and share what you did to get through that.  

7. In the lesson, “5 signs that discontent has set in” were given. Which one of 

those [if any] either spoke to you or you have had personal experience 

dealing with and working through? [& what did you do to overcome it?]    

8. What does it mean to “seek the peace and prosperity of the city” and how 

can we do that?  

9. God also told his people to pray for Babylon. 3 challenges were given this 

morning to implement that instruction. Which one of those three 

resonated with you & which one will you and/or your LG commit to doing?  

10. Read Jeremiah 29: 11-13 and comment on it. Does knowing the story and 

context surrounding this famous verse shed a different light on it? If so, 

how?           

Challenge: Accept any one [or all three prayer challenges] & implement it this 

week.  


