
 

“When Purpose and Passion Intersect” 

Col. 4: 2 - 12 

I. “ We are far too easily pleased”…”If we find ourselves with a desire that 

nothing in this world can satisfy, the most logical explanation is that we 

were made for another world.” - C.S. Lewis   

     III.        The Apostle Paul’s PURPOSE in life was to know Christ and his PASSION 

was to live for Christ, share the gospel of Christ, and then die “in Christ.”  

IV. When we know our purpose, our purpose can fuel our passion! 

V. Being in prison did not diminish Paul’s passion for sharing Christ. 

VI. People in Colossae were blessed to hear the gospel from one of their 

own, Epaphras who initially heard the good news from Paul.  

VII. Display Col.1: 7…4:12  

VIII. Epaphras … 

o Was “a servant of Jesus Christ.”  

o Was Paul’s “Dear fellow-servant.”  

o Was the bearer and sharer of Good News.    

o Was a passionate about prayer and people!  

o “He is always wrestling in prayer for you 

o …that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully 

assured.” 

IX. Display Col.4: 2-6  

X. If you want to live a purpose-driven and passionate life, PRAY… 

o Passionately [Devote yourself to prayer!] 

o Watchfully [Looking at life as a series of open-door opportunities is a 

thrilling way to live!] 

o Thankfully [Thank God in advance for what He is going to do!]  

o For clarity and boldness.     



 

XI. How can we make the most of our opportunities?  

o Be wise in how you interact with non- Christians. 

o Be intentional about speaking graciously with an appetizing flavor 

added into each conversation.  

 
Life Group Questions: 

1. Discuss your thoughts on the C.S. Lewis quote.  

2. What is the difference between purpose and passion and what happens when 

someone discovers and implements both into their lives? 

3. This lesson emphasized the powerful impact of passionate prayer. Col. 4:2-4 

has to do with our involvement in evangelism through prayer. In Col.4:12, 

Paul described his friend as one who “always wrestles in prayer for you.” 

What do you think that means and what kinds of powerful things do you 

believe God would do for his people who “wrestle in prayer” for someone or 

something?  

4. Read Acts 14:27, 1 Cor. 16: 8-9, 2 Cor. 2: 12 and Col.4:3. Do you believe that 

God opens doors and what do you think would happen if we prayed for God 

to open doors for us and our message?  

5. The statement was made “Looking at life as a series of opportunities is a 

thrilling way to live.” Why is that true? [2] Apply that statement to sharing 

Jesus.  

6. In Col.4:2, Paul mentions 3 ways to pray. What are they & how would our life 

be enhanced if we included these 3 attributes in our prayers?  

7. Col.4: 5-6 has to do with our involvement in evangelism through our wise 

conduct and seasoned speech. Biblically, how is wisdom acquired? Read 

James 1:5-6, Prov.1: 1-2, Prov.19:20 & Heb.5:12-14 

8.  What does it mean to be “wise toward outsiders”?  

9.  How are we to speak to non- Christians and what does that mean?  

10. Every person is different but the message that each Christian is called to share 

is the same? What is that message and what ways have you found to be 

effective in sharing the good news with those who need Jesus?  

 

Challenge: Be intentional this week about [1] Praying and looking for open door 

opportunities & [2] being gracious in your speech but adding an appetizing flavor 

for the good news in it. 


