
 

“Passionate Disciples & a Passionate Church” 

Acts 11:19 – 13:4 

I. Display a map showing Jerusalem & Antioch of Syria.   

II. What can we learn from these passionate early Disciples of Christ?  

• Someone must step up and cross barriers that separate people.  

• When you step out, go knowing that the Lord is with you.  

III. After hearing this good news, the church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to 

Antioch to encourage these new Christians.  

IV. Barnabas… 

• Saw what the grace of God had done.  

• Encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  

• Was a good man 

• Was full of the Holy Spirit.  

• Was full of faith.  

V. “A great number of people were brought to the Lord.” - Acts 11: 21, 24  

VI. Barnabas then traveled to Tarsus, found Paul, and brought him to Antioch 

where they spent a year teaching these new disciples.  

VII. The church that met in Antioch….  

• Was passionate for MORE [Song- # 28BB- More Like You] 

• Was passionate about giving to help people in need. 

• Became a diverse, multi-cultural church that was passionate about 

worship!  

• Was passionate about holiness which drew them closer to God and 

allowed the Spirit to work in and through them.  

• Was passionate about reaching lost souls with the gospel of Jesus! 

VIII. Do we have a passion for lost souls or have we lost passion the passion?  

 



 

 

Life Group Questions 

1. Have you ever been on a mission trip? If so, when and where & how 

easy/hard was it to share Jesus while on that mission?  

2. For those who have been on a short-term mission, did the passion for 

sharing Jesus eventually wane once you returned? If not, great. If so, why 

you think that was [and is often] the case.   

3. Does it seem to be more difficult to share Jesus here at home or when you 

are away? Share your reasoning.  

4. Persecution drove some of the early Christians out of Jerusalem & some 

made their way to Antioch of Syria where Acts 11: 19 says that they spread 

the word only among Jews. Eventually, some went there and shared the 

good news about Jesus with the Greeks. The point was made that someone 

must step up and out and cross barriers that separate people. Do you agree 

with that and if so, what can be done to help break those walls/barriers 

down?  

5. What impresses you about Barnabas?  

6. Whom at Cross Point/or in your LG is a “Barnabas” type encourager to you?  

7. Barnabas went and got Paul and brought him to Antioch. What are the 

blessings of going out two by two to visit, do good, have a Bible study, pray 

with others, or talk to people about Jesus?    

8. What do you think that it would have been like to have sat at Paul and 

Barnabas’ feet while they taught the word over a year’s time?  

9. What impressed you about the church in Antioch?  

10. How did the question “Do we have a passion for the lost or have we lost 

that passion” affect you and what can be done to reignite that passion if it 

has wavered?  

 

Challenge:  

Do something this week to try to break down a barrier to try to establish a 

friendship/relationship with someone.  

Pray and look for an opportunity to share Jesus with someone this week.    


