
 

“Passion for What Greatly Distresses You” 

Acts 17 

I. Display a logo of “Sanctity of Life” Sunday.  

II. “…I am still deeply touched by the orphan epidemic. It is staggering! It is 

estimated that there are 140 million orphans world-wide. Knowing that 

made it easy to say yes to three…”  

                     cwlambert  

Prayer-  
 

III. What greatly distresses you?  

IV. Display Acts 17:16  

V. Why was Paul so distressed?   

• “…He was so close to the Lord Jesus that he acquired the Savior’s 

passion for the lost.” F.B. Meyer 

• He knew how lost he once was and he wants those who are lost to 

experience what he now has.  

• He learned to truly care about people.      

VI. “I do not believe the greatest threat to our future is from bombs or 

misguided missiles. I do not think our civilization will end that way. I think if 

will die it will be when we no longer care.”  

                           Dr. Lawrence M. Gould  

VII. Because Paul cared and was passionate about what greatly distressed him, 

he would not… 

• Sit around and wait for someone else to do what needed to be done. 

• Buy into the mindset that “It’s hopeless.”  

 



 

VIII. Because Paul cares about souls, he shares God and Jesus with these deep 

thinkers here in Athens.  

IX. If you want/need a passion for God, Christ, the lost, and others… 

• Get to know the Savior and his heart. [Linger in His presence]   

• Ask God to give you a sensitivity to others.  

• Identify what “great distresses” you [& open your eyes.]  

• Ask God to make you spiritually radiant.  

• Ask God to guide the words of your mouth and to give you boldness.  

Life Group Questions: 

• Begin your LG with a prayer [1] for the Lambert family…& [2] for 

orphans and the unborn [since today is Sanctity of Life Sunday]   

1. On a scale of 1-10, how passionate about sharing Jesus with others was 

the Apostle Paul & why do you think he was so passionate?  

2. In Acts 17:26, what “greatly distressed” Paul why did it distress him?  

3. What “greatly distresses” you? [& is there something that you can do 

about it?] 

4.  What did Paul do about what “greatly distressed” him?  

5. Paul’s approach in engaging these men in a spiritual conversation is 

brilliant and it is a highly effective example for us to learn to do. When 

Paul begin to speak, what did he acknowledge first? [V.22-23]  

6. What is the subject of Paul’s conversation?  

7. According to v.24-26, what 7 things did Paul declare about God? {& 

which one of those really humbles you?]   

8. From v.27- what was God’s purpose in doing all that he did?  

9. Based on v.27 & 28- Can God be found?  

10. In v.28 & 29- how does Paul find common ground with these unbelievers 

and what conclusion does Paul draw from their poets?  

11. From v.30-31, what does God now command and why is that so vital?  

12. What was the reaction to the subject of the resurrection? 

13. Does the resurrection have an effect on you on a daily basis? Should it?  

14. What did you think about the statement, “If our civilization dies, it will 

be because we no longer care.”  

Challenge- From Roman numeral IX above, pick out one of the bullet points and 

start implementing it this week. 


