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Our Church’s New Mobile App is Here! 

First United Methodist Church is pleased to announce we have an upgraded 
mobile app! Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated mobile app 
called Vanco Mobile. This new mobile app will be replacing GivePlus Mobile. 
With Vanco Mobile, you can send one-time donations or set recurring gifts. 

How Do You Download Vanco Mobile? It’s easy! Head over to the App Store or 
Google Play to download Vanco Mobile for free. Be sure to download this app 
soon, as GivePlus Mobile will be retired as of September 30, 2021.  

To give using Vanco Mobile, follow these four easy steps: 

1. Search for our church by name.  
2. Select your gift amount, fund and frequency. 
3. Enter your payment method. (You can save this information for future use!) 
4. Choose whether you want to cover processing fees.  
5. Click Submit to complete your donation.  

 

Please stop by the church office or call us if you have questions or need assistance.  

Scrip Cards 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip 
cards for, birthdays or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds.   Cards on hand right now in the church office are, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, AMC Theatres, Kohl’s, Pizza Hut, Target, Dairy Queen, Starbucks, Arby’s, & Taco Bell.  Many other 
cards are available online. 

 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 
(Life’s Great Questions) 
 
SO…here’s the thing.  I have strange questions about life.  I think most 
of us have some difficult to answer questions.  Things like, “Is there a 
God?”  “Does Life Have a Purpose?”  Or…” Why Do Good People Have 
Bad Things Happen to Them?”   
 
Do you have questions in life that you can’t answer?  I hope you do!   
 
One of my great questions in a humorous vein is about a song I first 

heard in 1979.  It is from the great Electric Light Orchestra (ELO) album, “Discovery.”  If you were living with 
me in 1979 you had to like ELO and you expected the Discovery album to be playing regularly.   
 
The song in question is, “The Diary of Horace Wimp.”  You know that song?  It is a song about a week in the 
life of a fellow who is sort of a wimpy guy who doesn’t understand the concept of “Seizing the Day…Carpe 
Diem!”  Instead, he keeps getting run over by life.  Anyway…the song starts out on Monday and Horace 
oversleeps.  Then a VOICE from above says, “Horace Wimp this is your life go out and find yourself a wife! Be 
a MAN and take a stand and you will have a great life plan!”   
 
As the song goes along telling about what happens every day of the week for Horace.  It goes, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday.  So, do you see the problem?  There is no Saturday!  Now in 
the great questions of life this one often gets overlooked but it must be asked…why did Jeff Lynne, the writer 
of the song, skip Saturday?  Was he Jewish and didn’t want to mention the Sabbath?  Or did he just forget a 
day of the week?  Now, you see why the great questions of life can keep a fellow like me up all night… 
 
You may think wondering about something as silly as why a song doesn’t mention a day of the week is a 
waste of time and silly…but Albert Einstein once said, “If I had an hour to solve a problem, and my life 
depended on it…I’d spend the first 55 minutes determining the proper questions to ask.” 
 
Questions are important!  Jesus asked them as well.  And when he asked the questions, he usually used the 
opportunity to then teach his followers or others something important.  Remember when he asked his 
followers, “Who do folks say that I am?”  And then he followed that up with, “And who do YOU say I am?”  
Then even after Peter gave his wonderful answer that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ.  
Jesus went on to further define exactly what all that meant…and Peter proved he really still didn’t have the 
full understanding of what it meant to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.  He only understood the surface stuff 
of being the Messiah.  And of course, Jesus is not just a “surface” Messiah! 
 
One of the approaches I take for Confirmation is to get the students to ASK some questions.  Sometimes this 
works out pretty well…and sometimes not so much.  But it is still one of my goals.  I want the students to 
seek out the answers but first I want them to consider the QUESTIONS!   
 



September 2021 

One source I found this week claims Jesus was asked 307 
questions in the Scriptures and guess how many he actually 
answers…3!  Just 3 of them.  I imagine if we really got into 
researching this, we might find that sometimes he answers 
them in a roundabout way…but you see Jesus obviously 
thinks asking the questions, getting folks to THINK about the 
questions is important!   
 
One of my favorite grade school teachers told me as he was 
moving to a new school system (No, there is no proof I was 
the reason he was leaving) …He told me to “Never stop asking questions!”   
 
So, here is the thing…we must ask questions, even if we never fully get the answers or even if there is a very 
real possibility, we will never fully understand the answers.  We must not simply take things as they are, it is 
imperative and important that we ask the questions and conversely that we seek the answers to those 
questions.   
 
I wish I could give you all the answers to all of life’ questions but that is not within my capacity…however I 
can give you the answer to at least one question.  When I typed in Google, “Why does The Diary of Horace 
Wimp does not have Saturdays” Google proved once again that nearly every question has been asked before 
and Google answered that Jeff Lynne claimed the reason he did not include Saturday was because that is the 
day the Football Match was taking place!  Why that would stop you from talking about Saturday I don’t 
know…but that is the answer I found. 
 
So, my friends…I promise to keep asking questions for you…and I hope with you, and I trust we keep on 
journeying and seeking together!   
 
Shalom,   

Jon 
 
 
 
Greetings from Grace Place 
 
Cohen Anderson won the candy bar this month, Congratulations 
Cohen! 

We have been studying Psalm 91.  We learned that God is our shelter 
and our refuge (our safe place) no matter what is going on in our lives. 
We discussed many objects of refuge that we have available to us, 
such as a tree, a tent, an umbrella, our homes and the Word of God. A 
tree can protect us from the heat and the sun by providing shade. An 
umbrella protects us from sun and rain. Tents protect us from inclement weather, the sun, animals and 
insects. Our homes provide safety and security, BUT the Word of God is our ultimate protection. We built 
our own fortresses or shelters in the Chapel out of chairs, tables, sheets and clothes pins. Of course, we 
made it into a little competition.  We made banners to represent the fortresses and then we actually ate 
popsicles in our shelters....so much fun!!! We played a game with umbrellas that is much like musical chairs! 
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Now we are moving on to study the life of David.  He has much to teach us...but we also have to work in 
some practice time for Christian Education Sunday. (September 19....don't miss it) The children have lots to 
share with you. 

Blessings, 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 

ATTENTION!    ATTENTION!    ATTENTION! 
Big things are happening at McGuire and Davies on September 19 at 9:30 A.M.!!! 

NO Sunday school that morning!  We will all gather at McGuire and Davies for our Christian Education 
Celebration! 

We have lots of 3rd grade Bibles to present and lots of surprises from our youth! 

You don't want to miss it!  There will be special music and the kids will share what they studied during 
VBS! 

Hope to see you all there.... REMEMBER....no Sunday school that morning!!! 
 

Healing Touch 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.)  If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing 
ministry team: 

Penny Vaughn   309-371-3596 

Chris Moore   309-337-4162 

Ray Clark   309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark   309-299-5682 

 

Senior News 

Pastor Jon and LeAnn continue to make printed copies of the weekly sermons.  They are available for 
delivery to those who have requested them.   If you are not already receiving printed copies of the 
sermons and/or The Caller, and would like to have them, please let me know (309-299-5682) 

Our members and friends who are in care facilities or who are at this time home-bound truly appreciate 
your calls, cards and notes.  Of course, visits are also appreciated.  As local Covid cases continue to rise, 
it is wise to call a facility to see if they are allowing visits and to learn their current procedures.  
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On Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 followed by Bible study at 
10. There is plenty of room to be an acceptable distance apart.  We are currently studying the book of I 
John. 

There are several prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a 
comfort, please take one. Thanks to those of us who use you talents to make them available. 

At this time no special senior activities have been scheduled. 

(Just a side note - Ray and I have some HP # 61 ink cartridges we would like to give to anyone who could 
use them.  Please give us a call.) 

Blessings! 

Joyce Clark 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! ....To all those who baked cookies and helped pass them out to our 
Monmouth College Freshmen.  We are so blessed to have the opportunity to welcome these young 
people into our community! 

You are amazing.... many thanks to you all! 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

The excitement of the project has grown as we see progress in August.  We started with some steel and 
lumber on the east end of the new Sanctuary, and by the time we got to the end of August there were 
floors and walls built on the Sanctuary.  Carpenters built walls in the basement for the kitchen, pantry 
and mechanical room on the north side of the lower parlors and the walls for the restrooms, storage 
rooms and other utility rooms on the east and south side of the lower parlors and in the lower hallway 
in the Education Wing. 

Fire sprinkler installers have been busy installing pipe and fittings on the education wings second floor 
and intend to get to the first floor before school starts.  HVAC contractors have been in and continued to 
install duct work, additional equipment and delivered more materials for installation.  Masons will 
continue laying blocks on the elevator shaft and wall along the existing Education wing.   
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Once the masons are done the carpenters can complete walls of the Sanctuary and ironworkers will 
install structural steel for the area around the first-floor restrooms.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-
committees continue to meet when necessary to make further recommendations on the project.  We 
ask that you continue to pray for this project, the contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will 
be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during our project.      

 
PRAYER SHAWLS 

THANK YOU to all who answered the call for prayer shawls. As you can see, the shawl tree is full again. 
Now we need someone to make tags to attach to the shawls to tell people where the shawls are from. 
For example, they could say "Made with love and prayers for you from First United Methodist Church, 
Monmouth Illinois." Or you could include a favorite scripture or thought. The tags will be tied to the 
prayer shawls. There is a black 3 ring binder in the chapel where you can leave the tags. Please keep 
knitting and crocheting so that our prayer shawl ministry continues!  

Joy Boostrom 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Tree 
July 2021 

Prayer Shawl Tree 
August 2021 
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September Birthdays 

 If you have a birthday in September and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

 

 

2 Brian Helms 19 Coleen Flaar 

3 Jill Munson 20 Bill Oaks 
 Benila Mouandza  Jamey Cornell 

4 Melinda Todd  Marlene Edwards 
 Derek Chandler 22 Mark Anderson 

5 Bill Clayton  Jon Ferguson 
 Jackie Lemley  Will Brooks 

7 Clarice Radmacher 24 Derek Bass 

8 Mike Lee  Alicia Pierce 

 Deb Moore 25 Liz Walker 
 Aidan Myers 26 Mary Jane Darrah 

 Rich Thomas 27 Jamie Smith 

9 Logan Moore 28 Sarah (Mrs. Steve) Hall 

11 Dean Watkins  Hannah McVey 

13 Jim Dice 29 Dottie Ray 

16 Jerry Marenholtz  Max Richardson 
19 Germain Mouandza   

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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