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October 31, 2021 
Ruth 1:1-18; Mark 12:28-34 
“Jesus and the K.I.S.S.” 
 
Ruth 1:1-18 Common English Bible 
1 During the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. 
A man with his wife and two sons went from Bethlehem of Judah to dwell 
in the territory of Moab. 2 The name of that man was Elimelech, the name 
of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They entered 
the territory of Moab and settled there. 3 But Elimelech, Naomi!s husband, 
died. Then only she was left, along with her two sons. 4 They took wives 
for themselves, Moabite women; the name of the first was Orpah and the 
name of the second was Ruth. And they lived there for about ten years. 
5 But both of the sons, Mahlon and Chilion, also died. Only the woman was 
left, without her two children and without her husband. 6 Then she arose 
along with her daughters-in-law to return from the field of Moab, because 
while in the territory of Moab she had heard that the Lord had paid 
attention to his people by providing food for them. 7 She left the place 
where she had been, and her two daughters-in-law went with her. They 
went along the road to return to the land of Judah. 8 Naomi said to her 
daughters-in-law, "Go, turn back, each of you to the household of your 
mother. May the Lord deal faithfully with you, just as you have done with 
the dead and with me. 9 May the Lord provide for you so that you may 
find security, each woman in the household of her husband.” Then she 
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 But they replied 
to her, "No, instead we will return with you, to your people.” 11 Naomi 
replied, "Turn back, my daughters. Why would you go with me? Will there 
again be sons in my womb, that they would be husbands for you? 12 Turn 
back, my daughters. Go. I am too old for a husband. If I were to say that I 
have hope, even if I had a husband tonight, and even more, if I were to 
bear sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you refrain from 
having a husband? No, my daughters. This is more bitter for me than for 
you, since the Lord!s will has come out against me.” 14 Then they lifted 
up their voices and wept again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth 
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stayed with her. 15 Naomi said, "Look, your sister-in-law is returning to 
her people and to her gods. Turn back after your sister-in-law.” 16 But 
Ruth replied, "Don!t urge me to abandon you, to turn back from following 
after you. Wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you stay, I will stay. 
Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 17 Wherever 
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord do this to me 
and more so if even death separates me from you.” 18 When Naomi saw 
that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped speaking to her 
about it. 
 
Mark 12:28-34 Common English Bible 
28 One of the legal experts heard their dispute and saw how well Jesus 
answered them. He came over and asked him, "Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” 29 Jesus replied, "The most important one is 
Israel, listen! Our God is the one Lord, 30 and you must love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength. 31 The second is this, You will love your neighbor as 
yourself. No other commandment is greater than these.” 
32 The legal expert said to him, "Well said, Teacher. You have truthfully 
said that God is one and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love God 
with all of the heart, a full understanding, and all of one!s strength, and 
to love one!s neighbor as oneself is much more important than all kinds of 
entirely burned offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered with wisdom, he said to him, 
"You aren!t far from God!s kingdom.” After that, no one dared to ask him 
any more questions. 
 
Q. Where do you go to learn how to make a complicated Ice Cream dish? 
A. Sundae School! 
 
Q. Do you know what they call it when a person has a fear of over 
complicated industrial facilities? A. It’s a complex complex! 
 
Did you hear about the fellow who needed a very complicated surgery? He 
requested that his new son in law, a physician, be the one to do the 
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surgery. He was confident his son in law was the fellow for the job. You 
know why? Well, when the son in law physician came to see his father-in-
law the father-in-law said, “I’m sure you will do a fine job and the surgery 
will be a complete success…but if it’s not just remember that if I don’t 
make it your mother-in-law will come and live with you.” The surgery was 
a complete success! 
 
Usually when one thinks about Jesus and a Kiss the natural thing to think 
about is the kiss Judas gave him in an act of betrayal. It is arguably the 
most famous kiss of all time. Betrayed with or by a kiss is certainly well 
understood and well known. But today I want to talk about another KISS 
Jesus instituted. And to understand this KISS one needs to understand 
what KISS stands for. And it can either mean, keep it short and simple or 
the more common…Keep it Simple, Stupid! In other words, don’t make 
something more difficult than it needs to be. Just keep it simple so most 
can understand it and actually DO it.  
 
When I worked for the Upjohn Company this was our constant mantra. We 
had a lot of what we considered important and highly scientific 
information and we were communicating with physicians and 
pharmacists…but it was still imperative that we keep it as simple as we 
could. It wasn’t that we thought our audience was not smart enough to 
understand but the reality was we usually only got a few moments of their 
time so what we said had to make an impression and hopefully convince 
them to at least do more reading about the medication we were 
promoting. And of course, the problem is it is very difficult to boil down 
several hours’ worth of information into a few moments worth of talking.  
 
In my opinion…Jesus was basically doing the same thing in our Mark 
passage today. He took a list of over 600 commandments that had been 
made since the time of Moses and gave his audience a list of TWO that 
they should absolutely adhere to. And the two he came up with are, as 
you know, to Love the Lord our God with everything we have, and to Love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves. The problem with this approach is that 
it is still very difficult to keep even these two “simple” commandments! 
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Our passage for today takes place after Jesus entered Jerusalem amid the 
praise of the crowd on Palm Sunday and raised the ire of the leadership 
with his demonstration in the temple by chasing the money changers 
around. Mark, then records a series of Jesus#!exchanges with various 
religious leaders. Our passage today contains the third and final inquiry 
and response in a group of these exchanges. 
 
The Pharisees and Herodians, or the folks who followed Herod, raise the 
first two questions. With a great deal of self-serving attitude, the 
Pharisees ask about taxation and the Sadducees put forth a rather 
ridiculous question about resurrection. Mark suggests that neither group 
has a real interest in the answer to their question. The Pharisees and 
Herodians want to try to entrap Jesus, and the Sadducees have already 
decided that they don!t believe in resurrection. The final question comes 
not from a group but from an individual, one of the scribes. Scribes were 
associated with the copying, studying, and teaching of the law. They could 
hail from any segment of society, from day laborers to priests, but once a 
member of this group, they were accorded a great deal of respect.1  
 
On the other hand, Mark hasn!t exactly made the scribes out to be an 
exemplary group previous to this scribe!s entrance on the scene. They 
question Jesus on his lack of keeping of the law, they accuse him of being 
possessed (3:22) and are one of the groups involved in planning his 
ultimate demise (8:31; 9:14; 10:33; 11:18). Yet even at the beginning of 
this passage, this individual begins to distinguish himself from the group of 
which he is a part.  
 
Here in Mark the scribe asks Jesus a question of his own. His question 
concerns the area of his interest and authority which was the law. 
Different from the previous questions from groups of scribes, however, he 
isn!t pressing Jesus on a particular point but is searching after how Jesus 
would portray the pinnacle or the TOP of the law. He inquires after the 
nature of the greatest commandment. He asks what kind of 
commandment Jesus considers to be first among them all.  

 
1 (G.H. Twelftree, !Scribes,” Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels [InterVarsity Press, 1992], 732-35). 
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Jesus then quotes a summarizing commandment from Deuteronomy 6. He 
begins with what is called the Shema. Now, according to the Mishnah, 
which is a rabbinical written document of oral law, every Israelite male 
should recite this verse twice daily2 The first part of Jesus#!answer affirms 
Israel!s stance that there is just ONE God! It also affirms that this one God 
is their God. The Lord they serve is the only GOD. Following this, the 
commandment suggests that their response to this supreme Lord should be 
one of love. They should love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.  
 
Next, Jesus adds a commandment from Leviticus 19. In this chapter of 
Leviticus, God gives Moses commandments that he should pass on to the 
people of Israel. This specific commandment falls among the group of 
commandments following a prohibition against vengeance and it is right 
before a command to not crossbreed their livestock or have clothing made 
from two different types of material. So, as you can see…these are not all 
commands to which we still adhere…but the question is…should we?  
 
Seems silly, doesn’t it, that we would worry about crossbreeding or 
making clothes out of two different types of material and then compare 
those seemingly silly commands to the greatest commandments given by 
Jesus. But I find it interesting and    wondrous that Jesus plucks two 
commandments from a list that includes some very specific and seemingly 
insignificant ideals and holds them up as the ones we are to follow. 
 
But here is the question…how are we doing following these two easily 
stated commandments? Do we weigh our actions and our attitudes against 
these ideals? Do we come out looking like people who are adhering to the 
faith God seeks for us or do we all too often fall short even in these two 
“simple” commands? 
 
How does it even look to say we love the Lord with all our heart, mind, 
soul, and strength? What does that mean to our everyday lives? How about 
loving our neighbors as we love ourselves? And don’t you marvel at the 

 
2 (Adela Yarboro Collins, Mark: A Commentary, Hermeneia, [Fortress Press, 2007], 573).  



 

 6 

realization that Jesus, after he shows how well he can prioritize the law 
then points out how legal experts which were the religious experts are 
also among the biggest hypocrites? They love to wear their long robes, 
walk around, and draw attention to themselves and then they say long and 
boring prayers and cheat widows out of their homes. Jesus says they will 
be judged harshly for their actions.  
 
It is very obvious, then, that Jesus wants his followers to be genuine and 
to have their priorities straight. I sometimes find it…well…interesting for 
lack of a better word, to be around religious folk who don’t seem to live 
their faith so well. Just this week I was asked in a pastor’s group if I would 
find it shameful for a person to start a prayer by saying, “Hey God!” Now, 
I know that is not the way we usually start our prayers and I know it might 
not be the most traditional and even not the most reverential beginning of 
a prayer…but the way I looked at it was that the person praying the prayer 
was being sincere and perhaps even a person who was young or relatively 
new to the faith. So, I voiced my opinion that I would not find it 
disrespectful. From the responses I saw from other pastors…I was in the 
minority. Sometimes I worry about myself and my lack of understanding 
the way I should be. But my heart tells me that prayer was not offensive 
to God at least not as far as the knowledge I have of that prayer and the 
one praying it. 
 
This past week, Anita and I traveled to our hometown of Clinton, IN for 
the funeral of my brother’s widow. Betty married my brother when I was 
just 9 years old…I knew her actually longer than I knew my brother or my 
parents. And even though we were not biologically related…Betty was in 
many ways, my sister.  
 
So, we had her memorial service, got to see a lot of family I had not seen 
in quite some time, shared some stories, and hopefully celebrated her life 
well. Then on Monday it was time for Anita and me to return home. We 
had driven our RV. We bought this RV just about a month ago and have 
had a wonderful time getting to know more about it, and like a rug we 
have ordered…making memories one campsite at a time. We also are 
learning some lessons…the hard way! 
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Monday afternoon the winds near Champaign, IL were strong with gusts 
around 50 mph. It was not a lot of fun to be driving a 27-foot, 12 foot tall, 
RV in those circumstances but we were making progress and things were 
going well when just as we passed Farmer City, IL we heard a loud banging 
on the top of the RV. I didn’t know what had happened…but I knew it 
couldn’t be good. Anita could see that the awning which was secured 
against the RV had come undone and was flapping in the wind against the 
roof of the motor home. Luckily within a mile there was a rest area and 
we pulled in. We drove into the truck area and stopped and when I got 
out, I saw right away that we had a BIG problem. I really didn’t know what 
action I should take, but it was obvious the awning was not going to 
survive this endeavor.  
 
Right about then as I was looking at the situation a fellow traveler, a 
woman who had driven her RV into the rest area to escape the winds, 
came jogging over to offer her assistance to a fellow traveler in need. She 
could have easily stayed in the safety and the comfort of her very nice RV 
but instead she threw on her jacket and came out to offer help. In our 
conversation she let me know she had been through a similar experience 
herself and she offered me some advice. I climbed up on the RV, and 
realized our best option was to cut the awning off the vehicle. So, I 
climbed up in that wind, made my way to the edge of the RV and then 
took my small pocketknife and started to cut the material. The good 
Samaritan, that is what we called her, right away saw how little my 
pocketknife was and went into her RV and returned with a set of shears. 
This made the work much faster! 
 
Then she suggested I secure the arms of the awning apparatus to make 
sure they didn’t bang against the RV as we traveled. I didn’t have anything 
other than a bungee which I used with her direction and then she ran and 
got me some Duct tape which I used to keep everything together. I found 
afterwards that this particular Good Samaritan, was heading home from a 
trip she had been on to Tennessee. She was hoping to make it to Wisconsin 
on Monday but decided that was not going to happen and instead was 
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heading to a nearby Walmart to “Boondock” her RV and then hit the road 
the next day.  
 
Now…she and I never discussed religion. I never offered to her that I was a 
pastor. I never asked her if she knew Jesus as her Lord…or as Mike 
Crawford said, “As a friend.” I don’t know if she attends church every 
Sunday or if she is a Methodist, or what her personal beliefs are. All I 
know…is she showed us LOVE. And because of her attitude and actions, 
Anita and I were comforted, and were back on the road safely in just a 
little while.  
 
The scribe wanted to know if Jesus knew which of all the commandments 
was the greatest…Jesus answered by saying we should Love the Lord 
God…with everything we have, and we should Love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves. The scribe next responded like it had been a test all 
along…but in his responses he the examiner became the examined and he 
showed that he not only knew how to question but he also understood how 
he was to live as he understood the importance of…LOVE. Jesus was 
pleased and told him he was near God’s Kingdom! 
 
I think this is the meaning of this passage…we may not be able to pass a 
test and name all the commandments, or all the disciples, or even know 
exactly what the best way to pray is…but if we have as our priority that 
we are to LOVE…God and our neighbor…then we, too may be a lot closer 
to God’s Kingdom than we ever imagined. Amen.  


