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October 17, 2021 
Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 
“Pick Me…Pick Me…Pick…Him!” 
 
Hebrews 5:1-10  Common English Bible 
5 Every high priest is taken from the people and put in charge of things that 
relate to God for their sake, in order to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 The 
high priest is able to deal gently with the ignorant and those who are misled 
since he himself is prone to weakness. 3 Because of his weakness, he must 
offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as for the people. 4 No one takes this 
honor for themselves but takes it only when they are called by God, just like 
Aaron. 5 In the same way Christ also didn!t promote himself to become high 
priest. Instead, it was the one who said to him, You are my Son. Today I have 
become your Father, 6 as he also says in another place, You are a priest 
forever, according to the order of Melchizedek. 7 During his days on earth, 
Christ offered prayers and requests with loud cries and tears as his sacrifices to 
the one who was able to save him from death. He was heard because of his 
godly devotion. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered. 9 After he had been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for everyone who obeys him. 10 He was appointed by God to be a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Mark 10:35-45  Common English Bible 
35 James and John, Zebedee!s sons, came to Jesus and said, "Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” 
he asked. 37 They said, "Allow one of us to sit on your right and the other on 
your left when you enter your glory.” 38 Jesus replied, "You don!t know what 
you!re asking! Can you drink the cup I drink or receive the baptism I receive?” 
39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said, "You will drink the cup I drink and 
receive the baptism I receive, 40 but to sit at my right or left hand isn!t mine 
to give. It belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 Now when the 
other ten disciples heard about this, they became angry with James and John. 
42 Jesus called them over and said, "You know that the ones who are 
considered the rulers by the Gentiles show off their authority over them and 
their high-ranking officials order them around. 43 But that!s not the way it will 
be with you. Whoever wants to be great among you will be your servant. 
44 Whoever wants to be first among you will be the slave of all, 45 for the 
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Human One didn!t come to be served but rather to serve and to give his life to 
liberate many people.” 
 
Did you know that in Athens…no one wakes up before noon.  You know why?  
Well it’s because Dawn is tough on Greece!  (This one from Caleb Bennet, one 
of our new Bible recepient’s Mom.) 
 
Ted Turner said, “If only I had a little humility…I’d be perfect!” 
 
Frances Parkenham said, “In 1969 I published a small book on Humility; it was a 
pioneering work which has not, to my knowledge, been superseded.” 
 
And Oscar Levant said, “What the world needs is more geniuses with humility, 
there are so few of us left.” 
 
I have told you this story before…but a few things have changed. Greg 
Mortenson joined the U.S. Army as a young man and was trained as a medical 
corpsman. That, coupled with a love of adventure, later led to him being 
included on mountain-climbing teams, which were always eager to have a 
medic along. 
 
In 1993, he was part of a team ascending the world!s second-highest mountain, 
only slightly lower than Everest. That peak, known only by its map coordinates 
as K2, is part of the Karakoram segment of the Himalayas. It!s located on the 
border between Pakistan and China. For every four people who reach the 
summit, one dies trying to get there. 
 
All climbers want to get to the top of the mountains they tackle, but in 
Mortenson!s case, he had an additional incentive. The previous year, his 23-
year-old sister, Christa, had died from a massive seizure after a lifelong 
struggle with epilepsy. Mortenson intended to dedicate his conquest of K2 to 
her memory.  As it worked out, however, he honored Christa with far-more-
lasting results. 
 
After 78 days of struggle against the mountain, which included helping rescue 
another climber, Mortenson got to within 600 meters of the summit. But then 
failing strength and altitude sickness forced him to turn back. A local guide 
helped him off the mountain, but they got separated when Mortenson made a 
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wrong turn. He ended up in the primitive mountain village of Korphe in 
Pakistan. Too sick to go on, he stayed there under the hospitable care of the 
villagers while he recuperated. 
 
The people of Korphe belong to an ethnic group called Balti. Many of them, like 
the more well-known Sherpas of Tibet, work as high-altitude porters for 
climbing expeditions. But one important difference between the two groups is 
that the Sherpas are Buddhists and the Baltis are Muslims. 
 
While in the village, Mortenson observed the harsh realities of the Balti way of 
life. They live in isolated, remote mountain valleys and subsist on marginal 
crops of grain and small herds of yaks. Because of the altitude, the climate is 
severe. Medical care is almost nonexistent, and people die from things that 
would be routinely treated and cured in other places — even other places in 
Pakistan. Among the Balti, children under 12 months of age have a 35 percent 
mortality rate, primarily due to diarrhea-induced dehydration. During the 
brutal winters, villagers retreat into tiny basement dugouts and spend six 
months huddled together, barely kept warm by smoky yak-dung fires. 
 
For the children who do survive, there are often no schools. In Korphe, 
Mortenson saw 82 kids kneeling on frosty ground in the open, trying to learn. 
The Pakistani government provided no teacher, and the villagers couldn!t 
afford one on their own. They shared a teacher with a neighboring village, but 
he was in Korphe only three days a week. The rest of the time, the kids 
gathered in the open to work on the lessons the teacher had assigned. 
 
Though Mortenson had no money and no idea how to raise any, he resolved to 
build a school for the village. When he returned to California, he took a job as 
an emergency room nurse and started sending letters to celebrities and anyone 
he could think of who might help with the school. That attempt failed, but 
eventually a man who!d made a good bit of money in the semiconductor 
industry (and was also a climber) read about Mortenson!s quest in a climbers#!
newsletter. That man contacted Mortenson and donated the necessary money. 
Mortenson then went back to Pakistan, purchased building materials and rode 
in a trunk to get them near Korphe. From there, Mortenson had to solve the 
considerable problem of getting the materials to the remote mountain village 
while fending off tribal chieftains and others who tried to shuttle the supplies 
toward their own uses.  
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The people of Korphe themselves solved the final part of the logistical 
problem. A rock slide had blocked the road some 18 miles away. The men of 
the community, accustomed to hauling heavy loads on their backs for climbing 
expeditions, moved the materials that same way. One photo in Mortenson!s 
book shows the men with massive loads of lumber on their backs, laboring 
toward their village ... with great smiles on their faces. 
 
During this ordeal, the Balti and other Pakistanis became convinced that 
Mortenson had no ulterior motives and had come to do only good. 
 
After Mortenson!s school was built and his promise was kept, he returned to the 
States but continued to be haunted by the needs he!d seen in the mountain 
villages. To make a long story short, Mortenson resumed raising money so he 
could help other villages build schools. He kept returning to Pakistan, and 
eventually to Afghanistan as well, to build more schools. As of last year, he and 
the organization he founded had established more than 78 schools in rural and 
often volatile regions of the two countries. He not only constructed the 
buildings but often paid for teachers and learning materials, too. Those schools 
provide education to more than 28,000 children (including 18,000 girls) in 
regions where few opportunities existed before. 
 
Although he now draws a salary from his organization, it!s small. However he 
did face allegations that he had misrepresented his story and that he had 
mishandled funds from his charitable cause CAI.  At one point he was fined 1 
million dollars which he had to pay because of a lawsuit brought against him.  
He has also faced considerable dangers, including an eight-day armed 
kidnapping by a Taliban group. It eventually let him go after becoming 
convinced of his good intentions. (Some fighters even gave him money for the 
schools.) In 2003, Mortenson escaped a firefight between feuding Afghan 
warlords by hiding for eight hours under a load of putrid animal hides. He has 
been the target of two fatwas from Islamic mullahs who didn!t like his helping 
girls receive an education, has been investigated by the CIA and, after 9/11, 
received hate mail and even death threats from Americans for helping Muslim 
children receive an education.  
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He was also the center of a 60 Minutes investigation which certainly did not 
paint him in a very positive light.  However…none of the negative things about 
him have negated the facts that he has helped young Muslim girls and other 
school children immensely…What!s more, many observers on both sides of the 
Atlantic believe that in the long run, it!s efforts such as his to build bridges 
instead of fight battles that will help reduce terrorism throughout the world.   
 
Some of you have read his book, “Three Cups of Tea,” which comes from the 
Balti proverb which states, “The first time you share tea with a Balti, you are a 
stranger. The second time you take tea, you are an honored guest. The third 
time you share a cup of tea, you become family.”  Turns out that another book 
that was written to help explain some of the difficulties and the achievements 
of Greg Mortonsen is called, “3,000 Cups of Tea.”  Turns out God even uses 
those of us who aren’t perfect or always right on track…God simply wants 
servants! 
 
The Bible story of today is from Mark and we see that two of Jesus’ prized 
disciples, two who had been with him from the beginning, brothers James and 
John come to Jesus and ask him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever 
we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They said, 
"Allow one of us to sit on your right and the other on your left when you enter 
your glory.”  If you have even a basic understanding of Jesus you know he will 
not respond well to that kind of request…and he doesn’t.  Jesus says, “You 
don!t know what you!re asking! Can you drink the cup I drink or receive the 
baptism I receive?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said, "You will drink the 
cup I drink and receive the baptism I receive, 40 but to sit at my right or left 
hand isn!t mine to give. It belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.”  
 
And as you might figure…the other disciples were not happy with James and 
John for asking this or behaving in that way so Jesus called them over and said, 
"You know that the ones who are considered the rulers by the Gentiles show off 
their authority over them and their high-ranking officials order them around. 
43 But that!s not the way it will be with you. Whoever wants to be great among 
you will be your servant. 44 Whoever wants to be first among you will be the 
slave of all,” 
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So…if you want to truly be someone who follows Jesus…someone who is doing 
the things as Jesus calls us to do and be…then its simple…become a servant!  
Now I suppose one could argue that since Jesus said you had to be a servant if 
you WANTED to be great among others that unless you possess the flaw of 
wanting to be great you don’t have to be a servant…well listen to what Jesus 
says next, “45 for the Human One (Son of Man) didn!t come to be served but 
rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.” 
 
It turns out that being a servant is exactly what Jesus modeled for us and it is 
what Jesus calls us to be!   
 
Dottie Ray sent me a podcast last week that is hosted by a fellow named, 
Jonathon Goldstein and the Podcast is titled “Heavyweight”.  This particular 
episode of Heavyweight has the author of the wonderful story, “The Fault in 
Our Stars”, John Green as the featured guest.   
 
It turns out that John Green felt that God was calling him into the ministry 
from a fairly early age.  By the time he was in his early 20’s he had decided to 
go to seminary and he got a job as he began school in a local hospital as an on-
call chaplain.  One night early in his career as a chaplain he was working in the 
Pediatric Neurologic ICU when his pager went off.  A 3-year old boy had been 
severely burned and was being transported to the hospital…John was called to 
provide comfort and assistance to the boy and his family.  John tells the story 
very graphically…but here is basically what happened.  The boy, whose name 
was Nick, was in immense pain, screaming in agony.  He was so severely burned 
that one of his young physicians actually blurted out to the chaplain…”He is 
going to die!” John Green spent the night there with that family and says he 
was absolutely uncomfortable the entire time.  The family was in shock and the 
situation was dire.  John was very relieved when morning came and he could 
hand off his pager and go home…he says he immediately got in the shower and 
scrubbed for an hour trying to get rid of anything that reminded him of that 
little boy and that horrible accident.   
 
He went back to the hospital the following day…and the boy and his family 
were no longer there.  He didn’t ask…he didn’t want to know what had 
happened as he feared the little boy must have died.  But the thing that really 
bothered him was that he had felt God was NOT there with the little boy or his 
family.  John did pray…but he did not FEEL God’s presence.  He was ashamed 
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of how he felt, and how he had handled himself and how relieved he was when 
his shift was over.  He felt that anyone who was truly called by God to be a 
minister would not feel like that…and John decided to quit his chaplaincy and 
he withdrew from seminary.   
 
He went on to become a very successful writer…several books have been 
published and of course, “The Fault in Our Stars” has even been made into a 
movie.  But John tells us that he never stopped praying for the little boy, Nick, 
through all that time.  He never had the courage necessary to find out if Nick 
was still alive…he had almost done a Google search many times, but always 
chickened out.  But finally he did a search and found that Nick was very much 
alive and had a Facebook account!  As John looked at his likes and his pictures 
he was struck with the relief that Nick was alive, but wondered if he was 
having a truly good life. 
 
So…he and Jonathon Goldstein worked it out with Nick who was now 24 years 
old to visit with him via FaceTime.  The show has much of that interaction and 
it is amazing.  So, for over 20 years John Green had been praying for Nick and 
his family…but he wasn’t really sure the God he was praying to was really 
listening.  So, he asked Nick about his life…Nick told him he was in Grad 
school…working on his MBA…that he was enrolled in a Bible College and that he 
was now an devout Baptist.  He remembers very little about the night he was 
burned but he recalled how he had put on some lace up boots that day and 
they ended up saving his feet and lower legs from being too badly burned.  He 
also told John that the fire…had brought his family to Christ!  It turns out that 
in the aftermath of that accident some friends invited his family to their 
church and Nick’s parents went and felt loved and welcomed and they ended 
up joining and giving their lives to Jesus.  When asked if he felt that God had 
been with him through all that…and how could a loving God allow a boy to go 
through that agony his response was a very thoughtful one.  He said, “It was a 
harsh mercy…Everyone who loves God finds out that God works everything for 
Good.  He said, the Lord allows some evil but in the end He uses it or works it 
for some good.   
 
When John told him that he had been praying for him for over 20 years…Nick 
sincerely thanks John and says, that through all that experience there were so 
many blessings.  His parents, his grand father who searched all over for a salve 
to help relieve his burns, teachers who went out of their way to work with him 
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and help him, friends and church family who had accepted him and encouraged 
him.   
 
As you listen to this interaction between John and Nick you can just feel and 
hear the concern and the joy of their interaction…of their budding friendship.  
And one wonders…John quit the chaplaincy because he didn’t feel God’s 
presence on that fateful night…he felt that he had not lived up to being a 
chaplain, a man of God at all.  He left that night in his memory and felt that he 
had failed.  But God used that night for John to become a writer…and if you 
read his works you can see and experience how that night with a burn victim 
influenced his life and his psyche through his writings.   
 
God did not stop using John or calling him when John left the ministry track.  
And even though God was not felt by John…John kept praying.  And God 
LISTENED. Maybe…it was God’s will all along that John not be a minister but 
rather a writer…or it could be that God simply used John and that horrific 
incident to bring true healing to a family in trouble…whatever God got some 
more servants in the process!  
 
Turns out…God does not want us to glorify ourselves or to seek to be placed in 
the seats of honor…what God wants…what Jesus modeled and became…what 
we are to become…is servants.  May that be what we become for God!  
Amen.1,2      

 
1 https://gimletmedia.com/shows/heavyweight/j4hg2jz/37-john 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greg_Mortenson 


