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October 10, 2021 
Psalm 22; Mark 10:17-31 
“Tithing Sounds Pretty Good Now!” 
 
Psalm 22  Common English Bible 
22 My God! My God, why have you left me all alone? Why are you so far 
from saving me—so far from my anguished groans? 
2 My God, I cry out during the day, but you don!t answer; even at 
nighttime I don!t stop. 3 You are the holy one, enthroned. You are Israel!s 
praise.  4 Our ancestors trusted you—they trusted you and you rescued 
them; 5 they cried out to you and they were saved; they trusted you and 
they weren!t ashamed. 6 But I!m just a worm, less than human; insulted by 
one person, despised by another. 7 All who see me make fun of me; they 
gape, shaking their heads: 8 “He committed himself to the Lord, so let 
God rescue him; let God deliver him because God likes him so much.” 
9 But you are the one who pulled me from the womb, placing me safely at 
my mother!s breasts. 10 I was thrown on you from birth; you!ve been my 
God since I was in my mother!s womb. 11 Please don!t be far from me, 
because trouble is near and there!s no one to help. 12 Many bulls surround 
me; mighty bulls from Bashan encircle me. 13 They open their mouths at 
me like a lion ripping and roaring! 14 I!m poured out like water. All my 
bones have fallen apart. My heart is like wax; it melts inside me. 
15 My strength is dried up like a piece of broken pottery. 
My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you!ve set me down in the dirt 
of death. 
Mark 10:17-31  Common English Bible 
17 As Jesus continued down the road, a man ran up, knelt before him, and 
asked, "Good Teacher, what must I do to obtain eternal life?” 
18 Jesus replied, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except the one 
God. 19 You know the commandments: Don!t commit murder. Don!t 
commit adultery. Don!t steal. Don!t give false testimony. Don!t cheat. 
Honor your father and mother.” 
20 “Teacher,” he responded, "I!ve kept all of these things since I was a 
boy.” 
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21 Jesus looked at him carefully and loved him. He said, "You are lacking 
one thing. Go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor. Then 
you will have treasure in heaven. And come, follow me.” 22 But the man 
was dismayed at this statement and went away saddened, because he had 
many possessions. 
23 Looking around, Jesus said to his disciples, "It will be very hard for the 
wealthy to enter God!s kingdom!” 24 His words startled the disciples, so 
Jesus told them again, "Children, it!s difficult to enter God!s kingdom! 
25 It!s easier for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich person to enter God!s kingdom.” 
26 They were shocked even more and said to each other, "Then who can 
be saved?” 
27 Jesus looked at them carefully and said, "It!s impossible with human 
beings, but not with God. All things are possible for God.” 
28 Peter said to him, "Look, we!ve left everything and followed you.” 
29 Jesus said, "I assure you that anyone who has left house, brothers, 
sisters, mother, father, children, or farms because of me and because of 
the good news 30 will receive one hundred times as much now in this life—
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and farms (with 
harassment)—and in the coming age, eternal life. 31 But many who are 
first will be last. And many who are last will be first.” 
 
I went to Bank of America to deposit a check, and they asked me for ID. I 
said, "Are you telling me other people are trying to put money into my 
account and you!re telling them no?” —Comedian Rich Vos 
 
My dad is so cheap that when he dies, he!s going to walk toward the light 
and turn it off. —Comedian Matin Atrushi 
 
Tip-jar humor in our local coffee shop: "Afraid of Change? Leave It Here.” 
 
A young man goes to the Lord and is feeling pretty good.  He just thinks he 
will double check what the Lord says about getting into the kingdom of 
heaven…he already knows he is doing all the commandments so he 
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assumes it will be simply a matter of getting confirmed what he already 
knows.  He is a GOOD BOY!  It’s like when you simply want affirmation of 
that which you already know.  Like when I ask Anita…do you think I’m 
good at taking out the trash?  I KNOW I have that job all figured out.  And I 
also know she is happy with how that job gets done…mostly…so it’s a safe 
question to ask.  By the way the same is true in a reverse manner as 
well…you never ask if you are worried the answer will not be a pleasant 
one.  I never ask her…so am I the bestest husband ever?  I never ask the 
SPRC, am I the bestest preacher ever?  The answer is not pretty!   
 
So, this fellow asks Jesus, “Good Teacher what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”  And Jesus…as Jesus likes to do, throws him a curve!  Jesus says, 
“Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God!”   
 
Can’t you just see the fellow?  He is kneeling there like a good boy…with a 
smug look on his face as he has brought some friends and he wants to 
show them how good and wonderful he is.  And then Jesus right away says 
basically…you can’t even ask a question right…no one is good except God!  
Then Jesus says, “You know the commandments: Don!t commit murder. 
Don!t commit adultery. Don!t steal. Don!t give false testimony. Don!t 
cheat. Honor your father and mother.” 
 
Now here, at least is where the guy can shine…cause he can look the LORD 
right in the eye and say, "Teacher, I!ve kept all of these things since I was 
a boy!”  Amazing, right?  Would you be able to look Jesus right in the eye 
and say, “No problem, I’ve kept all the commandments…all of em…ever 
since I was a child?”  Please don’t ask me if I could say that.  I mean most 
of us could say it about things like murder and maybe even taking the 
Lord’s name in vain…maybe.  But think about bearing false witness or 
always honoring your parents…or even the biggest one of always only 
having One God…meaning you never have worshiped in any way anything 
else?  Or how about never coveting any of your neighbor’s goods?  You 
ever envy someone for something they have?   
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It is very difficult to keep all the commandments all the time.  Yet, this 
fellow confidently looks right at Jesus and proclaims, “Yep…been doing 
that for a LONG time!” 
 
He probably was feeling pretty good at this point don’t you think?  I mean, 
he knows he has passed the test with flying colors.  Maybe he has lived his 
whole life with just this goal in mind.  He knew that if he could obey the 
commandments then he would be in the good place!  He knew he would 
be truly special!  And here it says that Jesus looks on him…and loves him!  
Oh wow, I think right about here the lights dim, the spotlight comes on 
him and beautiful angelic music starts to play.  You ever see Ralphie in “A 
Christmas Story,” when he writes his essay on getting a Red Rider BB gun, 
and in his mind he does so well that his teacher gives him A+++++ and all 
his classmates pick him up and carry him out singing his praises?  That is 
just what I imagine this fellow who approached Jesus felt at that time.   
 
Then, unfortunately, Jesus speaks once again and says…are you ready for 
this…he says, “You are lacking one thing. Go, sell what you own, and give 
the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come, 
follow me.” 
 
UH OH!!  Never saw that one coming!  And the fellow…well crestfallen is a 
word I don’t really understand, but he definitely had all the joy and 
happiness stolen right away from him and he hung his head and he walked 
away.  And do you know why?  It was because he had many possessions!   
 
And because he had many possessions…he just had too much to get sell 
and it was just too impossible for him.  So he walked away…with his 
possessions…and without having the assurance he would ever be able to 
obtain eternal life.   
 
I’m doubting that he was Jeff Bezos or Bill Gates.  I doubt he was the 
richest person in the whole world or even, maybe in that kingdom.  But he 
had a LOT and it was just too much to give up.  We speak about tithing in 
the church.  People think giving 10% of their money to God is just too 
difficult.  Think about how relieved that fellow would have been if Jesus 
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had said, “Give 10% to the poor.”  He would have held his head high and 
he would have walked out of there whistling a happy tune.  He could have 
parted with 10%.  But he could not and he would not do what Jesus told 
him to do…EVERYTHING is just too much! 
 
Consider this:  The New York restaurateur Danny Meyer announced he!d be 
eliminating tipping at 14 of his restaurants, one of which is the 
Grammercy Tavern, by the end of 2016, affecting most of his 1,800 
employees#!compensation. That, plus experiments by a handful of open-
minded restaurant owners throughout the country ... seemed to signal the 
stirrings of a shift that would overturn an American tradition that!s now a 
century-and-a-half old. 
 
According to the article any tipping revolution would have to come from 
the top, because the public wasn’t on board. According to a poll 
conducted by the ad-buying firm Horizon Media, 81 percent of American 
restaurant-goers aren!t interested in getting rid of tipping. According to 
the survey, diners are still attached to the idea of rewarding good service, 
and are concerned that losing the ability to tip would produce a rash of 
inattentive waiters and waitresses. The concept of being forced to pay a 
service charge — which is how most tipping-free restaurants implement 
their policy — doesn!t sit well with people. 
 
And then the Pandemic hit and in July of last year, Mr. Meyer and other 
restaurateurs who had also eliminated tipping reversed course and 
reinstituted tipping and saying that they will also make sure the tips are 
shared amongst all the staff.  It turns out that giving the staff an extra 
15% or more was far more equitable than just paying a higher hourly 
wage. 1  
 
And then in a comment section after that article I found this comment…” 
“(How would churchgoers feel if, instead of leaving giving decisions up to 
the individual, churches simply issued a weekly or monthly assessment — 
a "service charge” rather than a "tip”? And what does it say about many 

 
1 —Joe Pinsker, !Most Americans aren"t ready to give up tipping,” The Atlantic, January 29, 2016. 
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of us that we think it!s a character flaw to give a restaurant server less 
than 15 or even 20 percent, then turn around and offer our God far 
less?)” 
 
So, Jesus didn’t tell the fellow to give a tithe of what he owned…instead 
he told him to sell it all…give it to the poor…and then to come and follow 
him.  A tithe doesn’t sound so bad compared to giving it all away does it?  
According to church giving statistics only 5% of Americans are tithers.  
Most Americans, about 80% give about 2% of their income to charitable 
causes.  During the Great Depression the average tither gave 3.3% of their 
income…in 2020 it was 2.5%.  And it was found that only 1% of American 
households which earn more than $75,000.00 a year contribute 10%.  And 
when they singled out Methodists they found the average in the USA is 
$44.00/week in giving to the church.  If that were true…a 200 member 
church would be receiving over $450,000.00 a year!2   
 
And still that fellow who called Jesus “Good” would have been so very 
happy if ONLY Jesus had said, give 10% to the poor! 
 
Now, though lets look at the rest of the passage.  After the fellow walks 
away all downtrodden Jesus says, “It will be very hard for the wealthy to 
enter God!s kingdom!” 24 His words startled the disciples, so Jesus told 
them again, "Children, it!s difficult to enter God!s kingdom! 25 It!s easier 
for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for a rich person 
to enter God!s kingdom.” 26 They were shocked even more and said to 
each other, "Then who can be saved?” 
 
Indeed…who can be saved?  The price…the cost is just too much!  Sell 
everything??  Give everything??  Who can possibly afford that??  It turns out 
if that is the requirement there will be a LOT of folks walking away from 
Jesus with their eyes down and their spirits crushed.   
 
But in this light listen to what Jesus says in answer to his disciples who 
ask, "Then who can be saved?” To this it then says…and pay attention 

 
2 https://balancingeverything.com/church-giving-statistics/ 
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here…27 Jesus looked at them carefully and said, "It!s impossible with 
human beings, but not with God. All things are possible for God.” 
 
It turns out that God can actually squeeze a camel…even a full grown 
one…through the eye of a needle.  It turns out NOTHING is IMPOSSIBLE for 
our GOD!  And what we hear and realize Jesus is saying is that he wants 
and expects us to give him EVERYTHING…he wants us to follow him with 
all whole beings and our whole lives.  He doesn’t just want us to be 10% or 
2.5% committed to him.  He wants 100%.  But the good news is that even 
when we can’t afford that amount of our lives or more accurately even 
when we just don’t give that much of ourselves to him…it’s ok because 
with God ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!   
 
Jesus, then gives us all something good to consider at the end of this 
challenging passage.  Peter speaks up first as it says, “Peter said to him, 
"Look, we!ve left everything and followed you.” 
29 Jesus said, "I assure you that anyone who has left house, brothers, 
sisters, mother, father, children, or farms because of me and because of 
the good news 30 will receive one hundred times as much now in this life—
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and farms (with 
harassment)—and in the coming age, eternal life.” 
 
So…if the question is…how do we inherit eternal life?  The answer is by 
giving ourselves completely to God!  And even when we simply can’t live 
up to that all the time it is comforting to know that with God all THINGS 
ARE POSSIBLE!   
 
And then Jesus ends with some words I think we all need to hear more and 
more in today’s world as he says, “But many who are first will be last. And 
many who are last will be first.”   
 
An old Indian story says: Once a hunter picked up some pretty stones by a 
river in the jungle. He used them to shoot at birds with his slingshot, and 
so one by one they disappeared into the water and were lost. Sometime 
later, he was in a city and wandered through the market absent-mindedly 
tossing and catching the one stone he still had left. A jeweler caught sight 
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of it, marveled at such a precious gem and offered to buy it for several 
thousand rupees. When the hunter recognized the value of his stone, he 
cried out: "Woe is me! I have been carelessly shooting gems into the river. 
I could have been a millionaire. But thank God I have saved at least this 
one. 
 
We must understand that we all are precious to out God and that ALL our 
days are to be precious to US.  We also must understand that it isn’t all 
about us after all…instead it is about giving ourselves and our lives to God 
and realizing how precious that is.3   
 
”In other words…we MUST understand that it is ourSELVES which get in the 
way and that we who seek, like the rich young man to be first, must 
humble ourselves and come to understand we can never do it on our 
own…instead we must 100% commit and dedicate ourselves to the 
understanding that it is God who takes care of us in this world and in the 
age to come through eternal life.  One commentator said each of the 10 
commandments mentioned that they rich man claimed to do are in how he 
treated others…but he wasn’t able to do the first commandment…and put 
God first.  So for him and for us it is all impossible…to God not so 
much…because thankfully…With GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.  We 
simply need to trust our God who makes the impossible possible.  Amen.   

 
3 —Sadhu Sundar Singh and Kim Comer, excerpted from Wisdom of the Sadhu: Teachings of Sundar Singh 
(Plough, 2014). 


