
Scrip Cards  

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip 
cards for Christmas, birthdays or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First 
United Methodist Church with needed funds.  A list of participating retailers for you to take is on the 
table in the hallway.  Cards on hand right now in the church office are, Buffalo Wild Wings, AMC 
Theatres, Starbucks, Taco Bell & Applebee’s.  Many other cards are also available online. 

 

 

Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those 
gifts. One simple way to carry out our call is to support the church’s mission 
through sacrificial giving. Our eGiving options make it easy. eGiving allows you to 
set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giving 
history all at your own convenience. 

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at www.comejourneywithus.com 
2. Click the Giving button selection toward the top of the home page. 
3. Click the “Make a Donation” button, then 

• Follow the onscreen instructions to create a secure online 
profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. 

• You can make your regular donation and you can also make 
special donations.  Just select the fund(s) you wish to give to. 

• This is a great way to give consistently, support our church and 
to support the Capital Campaign. 

Please contact the church office at 309-734-9437 with questions. 
Many thanks for your generosity to our community and various ministries! 
 

 
 
 

Monmouth  
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 



Jon’s Jottings 
Fall is, well...Upon Us! 

 
A Building Update! 

First...I have seen a lot of folks who are happy that fall is upon us. I 
can’t whole heartedly share that opinion. I love fall...usually, but this 
year being 2020 I am concerned about what will be the next weird 
and unseen thing to hit us will be.  And I am worried that the season 
which comes after fall...will be a very difficult one this year!  So, as 
much as I like the fall colors and the crisp mornings and cool 
evenings.  I have achieved no peace as I worry about what is coming 
down the track.  I don’t even get excited that there is light at the end 
of the tunnel because I know it is just a bullet train heading our way.  
So... yes, I suppose, I am starting to lose some of my optimism! But 
there is some light a coming. We are entering the final phase of 
getting our formal approval to start construction on our new 
building!  As of this writing we have received the final cost 
projections for our project, and they have come in at $149,166.00 

more than we estimated when we began this project. Considering that we started this about three years 
ago and factoring in inflation that is just about 4.18% over the amount estimated. We feel good that we 
were able by working with the contractor, Zion Church Builders, these numbers were able to be kept 
very close.  
 
So... here is what will now happen. Our Fresh Start committee will meet with our Spoon River District 
Buildings and Grounds committee and they will go over our construction plans and our financing 
proposal and give us their final approval.  Then we will have our final church vote!!! We are shooting for 
around October 25 for this vote and you will be notified with 2 weeks notice of the exact date for the 
vote.  We anticipate we will be able to use multiple rooms in our church to have this vote so we should 
be able to do the vote in one session. 
 
Next after the approval of our congregation we will need to get everything moved out of the sanctuary 
building before it is torn down.  This will take a lot of folks working together so please keep in mind that 
anything you can do to help at that time will be very much appreciated.   
 
NOW I know there are a LOT of questions about specific items in the sanctuary and when they can be 
removed for others to have.  I don’t know the exact answer to that query yet...but what I am going to 
ask is if you would please write down your specific requests and either bring them into the office or 
email them to me, then our congregational rep who will be communicating with Zion will find out any 
answers he can and relay them to you.   
 
Stained Glass!!  This will be removed and stored till we can afford to have it restored and displayed.  We 
will also be able to give you specific information about any windows you may want that are not labeled 
for storage.   
 
I know...I know...this is not ALL the answers by any means.  But we want you to know we are getting 
closer and closer to making this dream a reality!  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE keep all of us and this project 
in your prayers!! 



 
Oh...and Happy fall!!  Maybe 2020 will allow us to skip over winter and jump straight into spring! 
 
Shalom, 
Jon 

Greetings from Grace Place 

Sunday School is going great!!!  Kennedy Halcomb won the 
candy bar this month!  Congrats to Kennedy!! 

We are continuing to work on learning the names of the 
books of the Bible and finishing up our study on the minor 
prophets. 
We put messages into bottles, decorated the bottles, and 

then gave them to friends and family.  The messages were 
Scriptures given directly from the prophets and then some Scriptures that we chose ourselves. 
September 20th was Christian Education Sunday.  Third grade Bibles were presented to Amelia 
Anderson and Mikey Fisher. We honored our teachers and all who make it possible to have Grace Place 
every Sunday. After we finish our study on the minor prophets the younger children will be studying 
"Special People of the Bible." The older children will begin a study on "A Call to Be Different." 
 
Blessings, 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
 

HEALING TOUCH 

At this time healing touch sessions are not being scheduled.  If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for 
you, you may call a member of the healing ministry team. 

Penny Vaughn  309-371-3596 

Chris Moore  309-337-4162 

Ray Clark  309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark  309-299-5682 

Let's be intentional about checking the prayer concern lists and praying for those whose names are there.  Some 
hospitals also offer e-cards that can be sent digitally. 

 

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

During this time of Home Shelter, Pastor Jon has made sure to have printed copies of the weekly sermons 
available for delivery.  Live sermons can now be viewed on Facebook at 10:30 AM or listened to on WRAM radio 
at 10:30 each Sunday.  If you are not already receiving printed copies of the sermons and/or The Caller and would 



like to have them, please let me know (299-5682) This is an especially good time to remember those who are not 
out and about with cards and notes. 

 

REMINDER: All are encouraged to pray for our world situation each morning at 10 AM. 

GOOD NEWS - We have begun to meet in the chapel again for prayer at 9:30 followed by Bible study at 10am. 
Changes to note, we need to come with masks, social distancing will be followed. 

At this time no special senior activities have been scheduled. 

 
 
 United Methodist Women are Back! 
       
The United Methodist Women Exec. Team will meet in the lounge at 1:30 on October 1st. Plans for 2021 will be 
discussed as well as filling out the Annual Reports for Spoon River District. Remember ALL women are members of 
UMW. We always love having newcomers at our meetings, so each of you are welcome. Remember attending 
the UMW Annual Potato Bake with our chefs Don and Colton Wilhardt way back in February? The menu was 
superb! We collected $479; $150 was sent to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and $150 was sent to 
Cunningham Children's Home and the rest was given to our UMC Emergency Fund. We DO appreciate your 
support of Missions, that is what UMW is all about. We also thank you for your continued daily prayers for CCH 
and LBDNH.  
 
On Wednesday, October 14th at 9:30 Deborah Circle will meet at Karen Robinson's. Jo McVey has the program. 
 
On Thursday, October 15th at 1:30 Priscilla Circle will be meeting in the church lounge. The hostess is Chris Moore 
with Anita Anderson giving the program.  
 
Both Circles are reminded to bring their World Thank Offerings that they have been collecting for the past year. 
The program is "The Give and Take of Gratitude".  
 
If anyone in the congregation would like to give to the WTO it can be sent to Karen Robinson, our UMW 
Treasurer. We all know how our lives have changed these last few months and we have not been able to enjoy 
the once-a-month Mission Breakfasts that our Outreach Team sponsors. So, if you want to contribute to our 
Missions that would be great!  
 
The Purpose of this special Offering is to help us understand how our gratitude to God can bring us together in 
community to share grace throughout the world.  For more than 135 years Methodist women have given to the 
World Thank Offering, giving us an opportunity to respond to God's abundant grace. When we share our gifts and 
they are combined with the gifts of others we continue to partner to meet the needs of women, children and 
youth worldwide including here in the United States.  We can help to make a difference as we support the annual 
WTO! 
 
 Also, Circles need to update their annual pledges, as Karen needs to get our monies to the District Treasurer 
soon. Please while attending our meetings use the guidelines established for C-19 virus. Thank you! 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMMENTS  

October Is Pastor Appreciation Month!  October is annually Pastor Appreciation Month.  We often take for 
granted the energy, efforts, and support of Pastor Jon Sims and Joyce Clark for our Church Family.  Pastor Jon has 
been with the First United Methodist Church of Monmouth for now 14+ years.  He and Anita arrived at our 
church when we had been going through some difficult times.  Pastor Jon's dedication to our church and its 
members has had the impact of reuniting our congregation and allowing us to look forward to a very 
positive future for our church.   As we possibly are entering a very busy time in the construction of a new church 
building, we know that we can count on Pastor Jon, Joyce Clark, and the leaders and members of the many 
committees that will be representing the congregation in this important in the life of our church.  Please take a 
moment to thank Pastor Jon and Joyce for all that they do for us and our church community. 
 
Don Daily, Chairman 
Pastor, Parish, and Staff Relations Committee 
 

Random Acts of Flowers Vase Donations – Random Acts of flowers Indianapolis delivers hundreds of floral 
arrangements to local hospitals and assisted living facilities each week.  Every arrangement needs a vase!  Please 
help us stock our shelves!  We accept any glass, ceramic, plastic vase or container that holds fresh-cut flowers and 
water.  Nearly everyone has unused vases tucked away in their garages, attics, or kitchen cabinets, and what may 
feel like trash or clutter can be a gift to someone in a healthcare facility.  Random Acts of Flowers repurposes 
unsold flowers and re-purposed vases to create beautiful bouquets for individuals in healthcare facilities in our 
community, providing hope and encouragement.   There is a box in the hallway in which you can place your 
donated vases or contact Jane Hartley Pratt at Jane@bealprattlaw.com or 309-734-3193 to arrange drop-off or 
pickup. 

 
Youth Group will meet every Wednesday in October. Please refer to GroupMe weekly for the details.  
 

Thank you for all the cards, prayers, and acts of kindness and sympathy during the loss of our daughter, Kim. We 
are so very blessed to be a part of this Church family. May God continue to bless you all. 
 
In Christian Love, 
Jeff and Chris Moore and family 
 
 

 
 
we will have our final All Church Conference to vote for the 
New Building on October 25@4:00 p.m.  All Church members 
are encouraged to attend and will be able to vote on whether 
we begin the construction of our new building.  We will be 
requiring face masks and will observe social distancing for the 
vote. 
 

 

 



It has been a long process, but we are finally in the home stretch.  We are about one year longer than we had 
hoped to be for several reasons.  The first construction manager we hired turned out to not meet our needs, but 
it took several months before we had to let him go.  We then searched and found another construction manager 
who primarily focuses on building only churches.  After many iterations of cost estimates and a few design 
changes, we finally have a project that the Fresh Start Committee is ready to bring to the congregation for a vote 
on October 25 at 4PM.  Below is a project update: 

1. Final Total Cost (including fees) from Construction Manager - $3,715,313 

2. This is $149,166 (4.2%) above the amount given to congregation in 11/2018.  This is due largely to delays 
of close to one year due to switching Construction Managers last year, plus unknowns at the time of the 
original estimate discovered during plan development. 

3. A budget of $15,000 for stained glass window removal and storage has been provided.  This covers 
$6,400 to remove and store the windows selected by the Stained-Glass sub-committee to be reused in 
the new sanctuary building once money is available to restore and install them.  It also allows for 
removing and storing an additional 20 windows for purchase at a cost of $500 each by congregation 
members.  If we have an interest in more than the 20 windows, we will need to know that quickly and 
have the money paid up front, so we have adequate funds to remove and store them. 

4. Changes made to reduce cost of construction from original plan in 11/2018: 

a. Removed drive-thru canopy on south side of church.  This can be added during construction if 
actual costs are running below estimates 

b. The elevator is sized to accommodate 10-15 people, but is not sized to accommodate a casket 

c. Slight modifications to the north entrance reducing the useable space in the new narthex.  
(Guestimate – 150 sq. ft.)  

5. Project Financing Plan 

 

Cash available as of 8/31/20 $1,913,444 

Great Rivers Conference grant $4,500 

Fellheimer Trust grant $35,000 

Project expenses already paid $249,294 

Line of Credit $1,513,074 

Total Construction Cost $3,715,313 

 

 

Estimated Mortgage: 

Line of Credit $1,513,074 

Less remaining pledges to be paid over approximately next two 
years (43.6% of original pledges) 

-$294,791 

Estimated mortgage amount 

(25 years @3.5% = $73,188 annual mortgage payment) 
$1,218,283 

 



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

If you have a birthday in October and you’re not listed here, please 
give the church office a call.  

 

5 Hannah Clark 21 Paulette Harper 
6 Linda Dean  Vicki Munson 
8 Chuck Bennett 22 Tyler Carlson 
9 Andrew Ray  McKenzie Young 
10 Julie Richardson 23 J.C. Sells 
 Bill Robinson  Caleb Bennett 
12 Alexa Andrews 25 Will Ornduff 

 Joyce Clark  Destiny Mouandza 

 Richard Uddin 26 Ali Bennett 

14 Cathy Daily 28 Addison Anderson 
15 Matt Genisio  Megan Morris 
17 Tom Bollman 29 Kyler Bennett 
18 Parker Davies  Helen Young Glenn 
19 Patty Johnson 30 Hannah Clayton 
 Leon Martin  Forrest Easum 
 Michelle Carlson 31 Bob Frey 

20 Craig Sheagren   

 

 

 
 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts   Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators - Adam & Michelle Carlson 

   

 



 


