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Scrip Gift Cards 

Find something for everyone on your Christmas list with gift 
cards available from 750+ top brands.  Every gift card 

purchased through the scrip program immediately raises 
funds for our church.  Whether you order all year round or 
just for the holidays, the more orders the merrier.  Share 
the joy with family and friends this holiday season.  See 

LeAnn in the church office or call to order cards by Tuesday, 
December 7th. 

 

Time Change 
Don’t forget to move your clocks back an hour on Saturday 

night, November 6th for daylight savings time. 

 

Christmas Love Gift for Staff 
In appreciation for all the staff does, the Staff/Parish Ministry team is asking the congregation to 

consider contributing to a Christmas Love Gift to be divided among the staff.  Donations can be dropped 
off in the church office or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings through December 19th.  

Please make checks out to the church and mark “Staff Love Gift” on the memo line. 

Giving Opportunity 
As the Christmas season is approaching, we invite you to take part in two annual local mission giving 
opportunities. Let’s fill up the book basket that is in the chapel with new books for ages 0-10.  The 
Charlie Brown tree is in the Chapel for decorations of NEW socks, gloves, hats, blankets. All items 

collected will be delivered to Jamieson Center November 29th for distribution in their Christmas baskets.  
Thank you for your donation for these projects. 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 
Help Along the Way 

 
Anita and I purchased our first motor home about a month ago.  I 
love to research and study stuff so I felt like I was pretty prepared 
for most things concerning RV’s.  We rented on two occasions, we 
shopped around quite a bit.  I spoke with several who either own 
one or who HAD owned one.  When we bought our Winnebago 
Sightseer we felt pretty confident we were buying the one we 
wanted. 
 

And we LOVE it.  We have been out camping every weekend since we purchased it.  So far, then, that is 10 nights 
camping.  We have “boondocked” at our daughter’s house with our grandchildren…that was an interesting night!  
We have also been to Spring Lake, Delabar, and Jubilee College parks.  We have taken Theo who we discovered 
loves to camp except he is scared of falling acorns…which has caused us to not only look for level spots but also 
spots that don’t have Oak trees hanging over them.  We have discovered several things as we have driven and 
camped in the RV.  We found out it is a good idea to take some bottled water…as water is not always easy to find 
if you don’t have hook ups.  We keep finding out things we wish we had taken with us, the most recent is duct 
tape and a decent knife or shears to cut with.  We also found out it is a good idea to have a saw if you need one 
and definitely don’t forget dog treats if your dog is along.  (We have a box in the motor home now!)   
 
Some things have surprised us though.  I downloaded a check list for things we need to do before we leave the 
campsite.  Things like, unplug from the electric hook up, dump the tanks, roll up the awning…stuff like that.  One 
thing that either was not on the list or I simply overlooked was to lower the TV antenna.  So I drove off, hit a low 
hanging limb and now don’t have a functioning roof top antenna.  That’s ok, we have a window antenna that 
works ok.  But lesson learned.   
 
This past week we took “The Ermal” that is kind of what we are naming it because it is a wonderful name that no 
one wants to use…right Michael and Sarah?  And it actually means, wind from the mountains…which is ironic 
considering the following story.  Anyway…we drove to Indiana to our hometown of Clinton, took “The Ermal” and 
camped in Anita’s mom’s yard.  All went great!  Other than all the rain made the yard very sloppy and we left 
some ruts in the yard which we did not intend to do.  We never even used our awning because, well…there really 
wasn’t room and we didn’t have sitting outside kind of weather.   
 
We had decided to leave on Monday to drive home…I looked at the weather, didn’t see anything too alarming 
and we headed out.  We got to Illinois and the wind really picked up.  I slowed down and other than being a bit 
uncomfortable all was going pretty well till we neared Farmer City, IL.  It was there that all of a sudden a loud, 
banging sound could be heard against our roof.  Anita could see that our awning, which was rolled up and 
properly stowed against the RV was flapping around.  By the time I got to a Rest Area and pulled in the awning 
was largely unfurled and it was slamming against the roof of “The Ermal”.  I had NO idea that could even happen.  
I didn’t know what to do.  So we pulled into the truck stop area…I got out and realized I didn’t know how to 
handle this at all.  It was then that a lady got out of her RV and came over to where we were and told me exactly 
what had happened…it had happened to her a few years ago.  She also offered some suggestions of things to try 
and when those weren’t working we decided the best thing to do was simply to cut the awning off and discard it 
since it was dangerous flopping around like that.  Then she found some shears, some duct tape, and she held the 
awning while I climbed up on the roof and cut it loose.  I told her afterward that she was quite a Good Samaritan. 
 
She didn’t have to get involved at all…but she got out of her comfortable RV, came out into the 45 mph wind, 
helped some strangers…and even prayed for us.  In other words she was a God send! 
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November is Thanksgiving.  We have a LOT to give thanks for this year!  One of those things is a lady who took the 
time to help a traveler in need.  I never know exactly how to describe angels…I know they are not always white 
robed creatures with wings.  But I do know that in my life I have several “strangers” who have been gracious, kind, 
caring, and very helpful.  Folks who have gone out of their way to help and make a bad situation a lot better! 
 
Leviticus 19:34 says, “You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  And how about 
Hebrews 13:1-2, “Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares.” 
 
Throughout the Bible it tells us we should treat the sojourner and the strangers among us with love and 
acceptance.  I find if all too easy sometimes to just keep on traveling down the road…kind of like the religious 
ones did in the story of the Good Samaritan.  But I thank God for the ones who become like the Samaritan who 
was termed “Good” by helping and going out her or his way to show in a real way what loving neighbors can really 
look like.   
 
So…may our church always be a place who understand how we are to treat the sojourners…the strangers…in our 
midst!  Thank God Anita and I have encountered a few along our way!  Amen.   
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
 

Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Congratulations to Maddie Cook....she was our BIG candy bar 
winner this month! 

All of our third graders have now received their Bibles!!!!! 
Landon Andrews 
Caleb Bennett 
Carter Carlson 
Josie Clark 
Kennedy Halcomb 
Lily McLaughlin 
Congratulations to all of them!!!! 

Since we will not be in our beautiful new sanctuary by Christmas, we won't be able to perform our 
Christmas play, BUT our youth informed me last Sunday that they want to come to McGuire and Davies 
on December 19th and sing and play musical instruments and share the Christmas story through 
Scripture....We are so very blessed by our young people!!!!! So put that on your calendars!!! 

We have learned so many lessons from King David: 
*God looks at the heart, not our outward appearance 
*Be a giant killer-God gives us whatever we need in life to succeed! 
*How to be a good friend:  "A friend loves at all times..." Proverbs 17:17 
*Self -control:  God gave David the opportunity to kill Saul who had been pursuing him, but David 
demonstrated his self-control to show Saul 
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and us that God loves us and wants us to display his love even to our enemies....and sometimes that 
takes a LOT of self-control. 
*David also showed us how to worship.  As he had the Ark of the Covenant brought into the city, David 
danced with no constraints...in fact he danced only in his ephod and worshiped the LORD!!!  Because of 
this display of his great love for his God, his wife Mical despised him!!!! She believed his actions were 
undignified for a king!! 
*We learned that everyone worships and sings praises to God in their own ways... 
Some quietly praise God. 
Some shout to the LORD! 
Some make a joyful noise unto the LORD! 
Some stand and sing and raise their hands! 
Some jump up and down! 
Some humbly bow down before our Mighty God. 
What is your favorite posture of praise and worship???? 

This month we have played games.... we have made crowns and last week had a coloring contest.  I will 
have the results of our contest in next month’s Caller. 
The two winners will receive a gift card from the Tin Cup (my kids love that place) and everyone will 
receive a prize for participating. We made Pastor Jon cards for Pastor Appreciation Month. 

We are now reviewing the Books of the Bible by writing the name of each book on a cup and stacking 
them. Do you know how many cups it takes to write the names of all the books of the Bible??? (just 
wondering if you all know how many books are in the Bible) We will play a game with them by mixing 
them up 
and seeing which team can get them back in order the fastest!! 

Be blessed in all you do.... 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 

Healing Touch 

"The goal of healing touch is to restore balance and harmonies in the energy system, placing the client 
in a position to self-heal. Healing Touch Research studies have been conducted in a variety of settings 
and with a number of different problems and situations including cancer, cardio-vascular disease, 
endocrine/immune function, pain, post-operative recovery and stress.   

Research has been supported and/or funded by hospitals, universities, professional organizations, 
private foundations, and the National Institutes of Health, Center for Complementary and Alternative 
Medicine."  Healing Touch is: non-invasive, effective (research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates 
the relaxation response and enhances the healing process), non-toxic" and economical (We do not 
charge for sessions).  

(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice flyer) 

"If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.   
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If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team. (Chris 
and I have had our Covid vaccines.)  

Penny Vaughn  309-371-3596 

Chris Moore  309-337-4162 

Ray Clark   309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark   309-299-5682 

Senior News 

Pastor Jon and LeAnn continue to make printed copies of the weekly sermons.  They are available for 
delivery to those who have requested them.   If you are not already receiving printed copies of the 
sermons and/or The Caller, and would like to have them, please let me know (309-299-5682)  Also, if 
you would like to receive communion in your home, please let me know. 

Our members and friends who are in care facilities or who are at this time home-bound truly appreciate 
your calls, cards and notes.  Of course, visits are also appreciated. It is still wise to call a facility to see if 
they are allowing visits and to learn their current procedures.  

On Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 followed by Bible study at 
10. We are just beginning the study of Revelation. There is plenty of room to be an acceptable distance 
apart.   

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might 
be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by 
the recipients. 

 
UMW 

 GIVE TO WORLD THANK OFFERING 
Annually for over 135 years the United Methodist Women have given to the World Thank 
Offering through United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations. The World Thank 
Offering is an opportunity that we would like to share with you to give to mission. You do not have to be 
a UMW member to give. When we share our monetary gifts and they are combined with the gifts of 
others, our contributions make possible the support of national and international work to meet the 
physical and social needs of women, children, and youth locally and around the world for the glory of 
God. If you would like to contribute, checks should be made out to United Methodist Women.   You can 
leave it in the church office or give directly to our UMW Treasurer Karen Robinson anytime in 
November.  
 
UMW Circle members can bring their gifts to their November Circle meeting. Many have a container in 
which they put money throughout the year, each time they have a special blessing.  
Together we can make a difference! 
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BLANKET THE WORLD WITH LOVE 
 In Hebrews 13:16, "And don't forget to do good and share with those in need."  Annually Church 
Women United, of Church World Service, host a special Blanket Sunday. This year November 14th is 
our Blanket Sunday. Each blanket cost $10. By giving, your gift, in any amount, will combine with others, 
and enable someone to see and feel God's love in their lives.  
 
In 2020 we all know how challenging our lives have been. CWU stepped up and provided 101,472 CWS 
Blankets and kits to families impacted by the pandemic, hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding and other crises 
including homelessness and poverty.  Together we can provide hope and show God's love "to the least 
of these." When you give, just mark it in the special offering for Blanket Sunday. Checks should be made 
out to United Methodist Women.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

As with the changing of the weather and the leaves on the trees, we continue to watch progress on our 
project over the last month.  Many roof structural details and reinforcement had to be completed in the 
framing for the Sanctuary, which is what the carpenters spent quite a bit of time on.  They then moved 
on to the framing and sheeting of the exterior wall of the Atrium and framed up the wall separating the 
Atrium and the Sanctuary.  They recently were able to complete framing around the first-floor 
restrooms and placed some sheeting on it.  The carpenters also laid out the walls and chancel in the 
front portion of the sanctuary preparing to begin framing that soon as well.  Roofers came in and 
completed the shingle installation on the Sanctuary building with another crew coming in to work on the 
flat roofs on the Atrium and the South portion of the building later.  Masons had completed placing 
blocks for the remainder of the elevator shaft height and began laying out the façade brick along the 
south side, that will eventually be placed on the perimeter of the building. 

Work in the basement continues to be completed by the electricians, plumbers and HVAC Technicians.  
Electricians have continued rough installing conduit to junctions, switch and outlet boxes preparing for 
wiring.  They also installed conduit for the fire detection and alert system.  Plumbers completed the 
natural gas service into the building, ready for the exterior service connection to be installed so the 
building can be heated again with the changing weather.  They continue to work with the fire 
suppression contractor to install the piping for that system throughout the lower parlor in both the new 
and the existing building.  The pad for the new electric service transformer is ready for installation of the 
transformer which we anticipate being done soon.  A variety of HVAC (heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning) ductwork has been installed in the basement with many components having been 
delivered and ready for installation. 

We anticipate that there will be much change over the next month with concrete contractors coming in 
to complete the second floor elevator hallway floor and exterior concrete work that needs done.  
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Masons will work on the exterior brick façade and complete one remaining block wall adjacent to the 
elevator shaft.  We anticipate roofers for the flat roofs will be able to come in later in the month to get 
those roof components installed and sealed off.  Windows will be coming soon as well so they can be 
put in place prior to the completion of the outside brick façade.  We hope the new Sanctuary building is 
closed in to protect the interior from the weather by the end of November so the contractor can begin 
focusing on the insulation, drywall, and the other facets of the building system that need installed.  

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly 
updates and the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to 
meet when necessary to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to 
pray for this project, the contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to 
work safely and stay healthy during our project. 

 

All Saints Sunday 

Our church will celebrate All Saints Sunday on Nov. 7 during worship service. During the service, we will 
recognize our members or regular attendees who died after November 1st, 2020, with an individual 
rose. 

Those Remembered   Date of Death 

Clyde Farwell    November 4, 2020 
Leon Martin    November 23, 2020 
Beth Farwell    December 28, 2020 
Glenn Johnson    December 29, 2020 
Gloria Walker    January 7, 2021 
Catherine Lodwick   January 11, 2021 
Marilyn Johnson   February 3, 2021 
Elizabeth White   February 23, 2021 
Janice Miller    April 5, 2021 
Shirley Ray    May 27, 2021 
Lela Agan    August 4, 2021 
Joyce Petri    September 7, 2021 
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Jamieson Center Community Christmas Store, Angel Tree & Christmas Baskets  

350+ children receive gifts each year selected by their parents/caregivers from our Community 
Christmas Store and/or the Angel Tree sponsored by Midwest Bank of Western Illinois. 135 families 
receive baskets of food.  

Buy a gift for an angel – Visit Midwest Bank and sign up to purchase items for a child on the Angel Tree. 

Donate Cash – When you give us money, we buy exactly what we need for each participant’s gift.  
Monetary donations can be mailed to Jamieson Community Center, PO Box 495, Monmouth, IL  61462. 

Go Shopping – Purchase books, blankets and toys for the Christmas Store.  All items must be NEW.  In-
kind donations will ONLY be accepted Nov. 29 to Dec. 4th.  Drop off at 1025 S. 2nd Street, between 8:30 
AM and 3:30 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa For Seniors 

 

Strom Center and Security Savings Bank will once again be collecting and distributing gifts to our local 
senior citizens (60 and over) and disabled adults in Warren and Henderson counties who do not have 
family around at Christmas time. What a joy it is to see a face light up when they answer their door to see 
someone on the other side holding a gift JUST FOR HIM/HER! Do you know someone who is alone during 
the holiday?  Please stop by either the Monmouth or Oquawka offices or call Strom Center (734-5677) to 
fill out an application or have an application mailed to you today! We will need to know his/her 
approximate age, clothing size if desired, hobbies and other fun things that your special person would 
enjoy, as well as specific dietary needs.   

If you would like to donate toward our program by taking a tag from the tree, monetarily or of course gift 
cards are always welcome!  

 



November 2021 

Application deadline: Tuesday November 12th 

Applications and or donations can be dropped off or mailed to: 

Strom Center  
Attn:  Lisa Ray 
211 South A Street 
Monmouth, IL  61462 

Tags will be hung on a Christmas tree in the lobby at Security Savings Bank in Monmouth beginning the 
week of November 21st where members of the surrounding communities can pick from.  Those who pick 
a tag, will need to take it to the customer service desk at Security Savings where the tag will be logged, 
and more information will be given. 

All applications are confidential!  No information is put on the tag that would identify the applicant.  The 
person is identified by a code # only.  Strom staff are the only persons who know to whom the code refers. 

It is not only a Blessing to the recipient but a Blessing to ALL who participate in this program! 

Thank you in advance for helping us help seniors have a Blessed Christmas! 
 

 

THANK YOU, MIKE CRAWFORD 

We would like to thank Mike Crawford for leading the training session for us. If you were unable to 
attend and would like to watch the training, we have a video of the session on a flash drive. Contact Deb 
Moore (moo@speednet.com or 309-255-2315) to get a copy of the video. 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE YOU NO LONGER NEED? 

The Church Library Committee has sorted all the books in the Church Library and are ready to make a 
second donation to Love Packages. Love Packages collects and distributes used and outdated Christian 
literature around the world. In July, we donated twelve boxes of books and will deliver many boxes 
again this year. 

Do you have used Christian literature that you would like to donate? A box to collect the literature is 
now at the Welcome Center at church. We will be making a trip to Love Packages before the end of 
November. 

 



November 2021 

MISSED THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP SERVICE? 

If you are not able to participation in our in-person worship service, the service is also live streamed on 
our Facebook page. If you aren’t available at 9:30 on Sunday mornings, the worship service is always 
available on our Facebook page to be viewed at any time. The video of the worship service is also 
available on our website on the sermon tab at www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/worship-
services. A written copy of the sermon is also available on our website on the sermon tab at 
www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/sermons . 

 

OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

This semester we are fortunate to have Baily Shimmin, a history major at Monmouth College working 
with us on organizing the items we have found showing our church history. Joy Boostrom is coordinating 
with Lynn Daw, Monmouth College Adjunct Professor, History Archivist, and Hewes Library Technical 
Services Librarian to supervise Baily as she sorts through the items we have and helps us tell the history 
of our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Lynn Daw Joy Boostrom Baily Shimmin 
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November Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in November and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

  

 

 

1 Karter Kelly 17 Stephanie Sims 

 John Chandler  Dustin Lemley 

2 Henrik Bergren 18 Paula Spence 

 Chrissy Marlin 19 Mollie Clark 

3 Joyce Barnett 20 Robert Rehn 

 Tyler Sells  Gene Stavenhagen 

4 Doris Dice 22 Jimmy Halcomb 

 Kathy Yocum  Mary Jane O’Brien 

7 Karen Robinson  Jane Watkins 

8 Ken St. George 23 Anita Sells 

11 Drew Carlson 24  Loick Ngeumbou 

14 Tammy Halcomb 25 Lynn McVey 

15 Cody Lemley 28 Jessica Way 

 Claire Oetting   Don Willhardt 

 John Brooks 29 Donna Martin 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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