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Mother’s Day 

This year Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th.  If you wish to honor that special MOM or “mother-like” 
person in your life, please include a suggested $10.00 donation to go to Strom Center and her name as 
you would like to see it listed in the Mother’s Day Sunday bulletin.  Please return the form to the office 
by May 5th.  Forms are available at McGuire Davies on Sunday’s or at the church welcome table.  

 
 
May 22 will be Graduation Sunday.  If you or someone in your family is graduating 
from high school, junior college, college or graduate school, please call the church 
office or email leann_1umc@yahoo.com so we can get everyone in the bulletin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scrip Program 
 
For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
birthdays, Mother’s Day or graduation gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds.   Cards on hand right now in the church office are Subway, Steak n Shake, 
Target, AMC Theatres, Walmart, Dairy Queen, Arby’s, Pizza Hut, Starbucks, Buffalo Wild Wings, and Happy 
Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo 
Wild Wings & Sephora).  Many other cards are also available online. 
 

 
 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 

 
John 21:1-19 is very interesting…It talks about how we are to fish 
from the other side of the boat…and how we are to feed Jesus’ 
sheep and lambs.  A lot of sermons can and have been written 
about this important and illuminating piece of scripture and if you 
are in church (or watch online or listen on the radio) you should 
hear a message about Jesus’ post resurrection appearance with 
Peter and the other disciples.   
 

In this passage Jesus encounters his disciples while they are 
fishing.  This is after his resurrection and there is obviously 
some confusion remaining about what they should be doing 
and what exactly has occurred.  Anyway, that particular day, 
Peter declared he was going fishing, and six others join him.  
They fish all night and just like I used to experience when I 
was fishing…they caught NOTHING!  The big goose egg!  They 
don’t have anything to show for their night of work.  Just as 
day is breaking Jesus is standing on the shore and evidently it 
is so dark the disciples are not able to recognize him.  Jesus 
says to them, “Children, have to caught anything to eat?”  

And they answer honestly…” No!”  So, Jesus, who has been around fishermen and women his entire life and 
knows their ways and how they preferred to do things the way they had always done them…He says to them, 
“Cast your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some!” 
 
In this passage it doesn’t say they had already fished on the left side but one can surmise that would have been 
the case.  They know it is getting past the time to catch fish and they also know they are tired and ready to be 
done for the day and head home.  But because they have experienced Jesus and his directions before and have 
seen how they work out…they cast their nets on the right side of the boat.  And the result is amazing!  They catch 
so many they can’t even haul the net into the boat.  It turns out there are 153 fish according to John.  So, Jesus 
teaches them to be open to trying things a new way…HIS way and experience the results that are beyond 
amazing! 
 
Next, Jesus has breakfast with them and after grilling the fish he begins to grill Peter.  He asks him, “Simon, do you 
love me more than these?”  Peter looks at him and says, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  And Jesus says, 
“Feed my lambs!”  This is basically repeated three times and each time Jesus responds with instructions to Peter 
to feed his sheep and lambs.   
 
At the end of this three peat of his teachings he finally looks at Peter and says, “When you were younger, you 
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.  But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you WHERE YOU DO NOT WISH TO GO!”  And 
then Jesus says to Peter the words we all need to hear and obey as he says, “Follow ME.” 
 
So…this passage essentially tells us if we want to do the commandments and the teachings of Jesus…if we want to 
make new disciples of Jesus Christ…if we want to grow our church…then we HAVE to try things a new way 
(FISHING ON THE RIGHT SIDE) and we have to be sincere and dedicated to feeding the people Jesus loves…AND in 
all of this we simply must choose to FOLLOW HIM!   
 
So, there we have it.  If we are stuck in our old ways, fishing from the left side, and if we only want to go where 
we want to go and not where Jesus is leading…then we will not be doing as God wills.  As a church, then, we have 
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to decide if we are willing to take our direction from Jesus and even if that direction seems to be different than 
what we accept as the best way, we still need to be willing to try it Jesus’ way!  This is how we truly FOLLOW HIM!   
 
As we begin ministry in our new building lets be sure we are willing to try the “other side…the other way” and to 
always FOLLOW JESUS!   
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
 

 
 
Greetings from Grace Place 
Carter Carlson won the candy bar this month.  Congratulations to 
Carter!!!! 

Palm Sunday was a great day of celebration.  The kids waved their palms 
and sang "Hosanna"! Then they played "Jesus Loves Me" on the Boom 
whackers... Great job by all... We then had Sunday School at McGuire and 
Davies.  Thank you to Sarah and Trevor for setting up for us! 
 

We made a snack mix that tells the story of Jesus death and resurrection: 
   *Pretzel sticks-The cross 
   *Marshmallows-Sins washed white as snow 
   *Craisins-Blood of Jesus 
   *Round crackers or cookies-Stone rolled away 
   *Life Savers-Jesus saves 
   *Goldfish-We are to be fishers of men 
   *M&M's-Taste and see that the LORD is good 

We played different games with Easter Eggs.... We have been studying Holy week and learning how the people 
could be shouting "Hosanna" on Sunday and by Friday yelling "Crucify him"! The Easter egg hunt was a huge 
success...Thank you to all who donated candy or made monetary donations.  We used the Resurrection Eggs to 
once again study Jesus' journey during Holy Week. The final Sunday of April we played a game in which the kids 
had to decide if the scenario that I gave them happened during Jesus' Crucifixion or His Resurrection...Lots of 
competition, but it was a tie. I think we all learned something. 
 

We continue to practice our play, "The Heavenly Express by, Sharon Kay Chatwell.  We can't wait until we are 
back in our sanctuary so the kids can perform it for you! 

Blessings- 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
We would like to thank everyone for their generous donation of cookies for our College Boxes.  We packed 24 
boxes!  Besides cookies, we sent our students a Max Lucado Prayer book and some other goodies!  Many of the 
students have already contacted their moms, dads, and grandparents thanking them for their box of goodies.  The 
kids really enjoy receiving these packages.  It was such a blessing to be able to do it again this year! 
 
United Methodist Women are a group of women who seek to improve the lives of women, children, and youth all 
over the world.  We welcome all women to join us. 
 
DEBORAH CIRCLE meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the lounge at 9:30. 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE meets the 3rd Thursday at 1:30 in the Chapel. 
All are welcome.... please come join us! 

Again....thank you for ALL the cookies!!!!! 

 
 
 
Healing Touch 
 
Healing Touch is a non-invasive and effective.  (Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation 
response and enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress  and depression, 
provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens  the immune system,  reduces the effects of trauma and 
chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. 

(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice" -) 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 

Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 

Ray Clark 309-299-5681 
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Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible study.  In May we 
will be studying the topic of angels as seen in scripture.   All are welcome. 
 
Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request them.  If you 
would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 
 
Exciting news...  Thanks to Stephanie Sims who wrote a grant, Senior Ministries has received a $3,350 Larson 
Grant. which will be used for technology training. Surveys have been available at church to help assess the 
training needs of the congregation.  If you did not receive a survey, please feel welcome to share your training 
needs with Stephanie Sims. (309-337-7419).  More information will follow. 
 
There are several prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a comfort, 
please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the recipients. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

There will be an opportunity for the old saying that April Showers bring May Flowers to prove it‘s worth after the 
weather we had this April.  We were fortunate that even with the weather we had, there were enough nice days 
that some work was completed outside.    The concrete contractor was able to return early in April to finish a 
majority of their work, including the sidewalks and stairs on the north side of the church, allowing for access to 
the main entry and an emergency exit from the Sanctuary on the northeast corner of the building.  They also 
completed work on the parking lot entry and sidewalks on the east side of the project and the south entry 
including curb and gutter and islands in the south parking lot.  The electricians completed outside work that 
included the foundations for light poles and the light poles themselves which are connected and ready for lighting 
the lot.   

Exterior work continued with some of the concrete siding panels having to be reinstalled after waterproofing was 
painted onto the elevator shaft.    Concrete siding panels were also installed on the south entry, south side and 
east side walls.  The carpenters also installed soffit panels under the roof overhangs on the Sanctuary.  Drywall 
crew have been closing in on completing the drywall finishing in the Sanctuary and have primed several of the 
walls and portions of the ceiling.  They completed drywall, finishing, priming and painting of the walls in the lower 
parlor hallway.  The priming and painting of walls of the Fellowship Hall, pantry, kitchen and mechanical room 
have been completed including the ceiling of the Fellowship Hall.  The drop ceiling frame has been installed in the 
kitchen and in part of the pantry and electricians began placing light panels in the ceiling as well.        

The utility infrastructure continues to be installed throughout the building, with most of it being completed by 
electricians in April.  Early in the month, the electricians worked with Ameren to connect the building to the 
electrical grid, connecting to the service pole outside the building.  The electrical was then connected to the 
elevator location for lighting, that would accommodate the installation of the elevator.  The elevator 
subcontractors delivered the elevator package and began installation.  The original schedule for installation of the 
elevator was 2-3 weeks but we now anticipate it will be more like 3-4 weeks due to the installers being moved to 
other projects.   
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We continue to be impacted by some material supply shortages and are still waiting on the remaining glass has 
not arrived that is yet to be installed.  Upcoming work includes complete painting of the Sanctuary in May, 
electrical work in the Fellowship Hall and Lower Parlors in an attempt to complete that work and move to the first 
floor.  Lower Parlor work will include the kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing work. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project. 

 
Birdies for Charity 
This past Sunday, I shared with those participating in the church service, both in-person and online, my own 
opinion that if every family unit of our church would donate, we would see amazing and much needed results for 
the money that keeps our church going in a multitude of ways. In 2017, 27 family units donated, 44 in 2018, 33 in 
2019, 32 in 2020 (COVID SHUTDOWN and NO John Deere Classic!) and 35 in 2021.  I challenged the entire church 
family, 180 family units, to donate even a little money, to Birdies for Charity…to fill out their Birdies for Charity 
2022 pledge form, their donation check, and get it turned in or mailed, as soon as possible, before they forget!!   

Please keep in mind that aside from our Capital Campaign for our new building, this has been our ONLY 
fundraiser for our church since Uncle Phil’s Diner in 2019.  No Ice Cream Social, No Hog Roast, No Hogless Hog 
Roast, ask yourself what you would have spent on those tickets.  What’s 105% of that amount? 
 If you want to know more about Birdies for Charity, the website is www.birdiesforcharity.com,. You can 
donate online at this website, as well as print off the 2022 Pledge Form.  If you don’t already have a pledge form, 
you can pick one up Sunday on your way into McGuire-Davies for church service, or at our church in the hallway 
past MELC rooms on the Welcome Table.  There are also copies there of “2022 Birdies for Charity is Here!!”, 
which explains 3 different ways you can donate AND “Directions to Donate Online!!”, for you to take.  

Bird #2135 (already typed in) is our church’s account #.  You want to choose “one-time flat donation.  You 
can guess the number of Birdies you think there will be, but make sure your pledge is in by June 10th, 2022, to be 
in the drawing!  

Pledges can continue to be mailed in, as long as they get there by July 1st!!  Just mail your check (Made 
out to Quad Cities Golf Classic Charitable Bonus Fund!) in with the pledge form. OR give form and check to me or 
Leann in the church office to mail in for you with other pledges.   

Remember: 

• WE are guaranteed to get a minimum of 105% of the pledges paid and will receive that money in 
October.  

• All money will go to our church’s General Fund. 
• You must have your pledge in by July 1st, by getting your completed form to me or church office, mail it 

yourself, or pledge online.  It is very helpful if you plan to do a one-time donation, to include that check 
with your pledge form. 

•  You can contact me concerning any questions you may have. 
Laurie Todd (Birdies for Charity Chairperson) 

309-734-6536 or cell 309-255-1535, ltodd1956@gmail.com, 
225 S. 9th St., Monmouth, IL  61462 
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Donations 
The month of April we have collected $350.00 in donations for Our Conference, Our Kids.  Every dollar donated to 
Our Conference, Our Kids contributes to the current and future ministries to meet the spiritual needs of at-risk 
children and families. We have also collected $1,057.00 to go to the Jamieson Center Ministerial Association 
emergency fund. This fund will help our local folks who have emergency needs.  

Electronic Giving 

Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year-round.  Consider scheduling a recurring 
electronic contribution today.  It’s easy!  You will no longer need to remember to write checks.  Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to 
be received on an uninterrupted basis. Get started today!  Visit our web-site at 
http://www.comejourneywithus.com to set up your online contribution.  It’s safe and secure!! 

Community Care Days 

The Community Care Days Committee has designated Friday & Saturday, June 17 & 18, as the workdays serving 
our community.  The committee is from several area churches.  All are welcome to take part in the workdays 
doing all sorts of odd jobs such as yard work, painting, small carpentry jobs, etc.  Workdays begin at 8:00 am both 
days, all day Friday and ending at noon on Saturday.  If you are able, your help will be greatly appreciated.  If you 
are needing work done the work applications are at the Welcome Center and are due back to the church office by 
May 13th. 

Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging 

The Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging (WIAAA) is seeking people to serve on our Board of Directors. 
Individuals should be interested in programs for persons 60 years of age and older.  Actual involvement with such 
programs is a plus.  The agency is seeking people currently serving on other boards and/or those with a 
background in business, marketing, or legal services but all interested persons are encouraged to apply. There is 
one open seat for Warren County. Meetings are conducted four times a year at the WIAAA office in Rock Island, 
Illinois. Mileage is reimbursed. Please contact WIAAA at (309) 793-6800 or (800) 322-1051 for more information 
or if you or any one you know would be interested in this opening.  

Smoke Alarms Save Lives! 

Together, we’re installing FREE smoke alarms in your community. Request a smoke alarm installation today! 
Working smoke alarms can cut the risk of death from home fires in half. Thank you for making your family and 
your community safer! Visit SoundtheAlarm.org to learn more. That’s why we’re rallying volunteers, fire 
departments and partners to Sound the Alarm, where it’s safe to do so. Monmouth, IL Sound the Alarm May 21, 
2022, 9am-2pm Need an alarm? Call us at 309-743-2166 ext. 6 Want to volunteer? Contact Connie at  
309-207-5266 or email: connie.dudgeon@redcross.org 
 
Thank you for making your family and your community safer! Visit SoundtheAlarm.org to learn more. Sponsored 
by the American Red Cross and Sound the Alarm, Save a Life. 
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I would like to thank everyone who turned in their technology questionnaire. There were 29 questionnaires 
turned in and these will be used for planning the technology events for our church family. Thank you everyone for 
your support! 

It was overwhelming to see how many people turned out to help unload the new chairs!  It would have been a 
very difficult task for a few people, but we were finished in 45 minutes due to all that pitched in. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! 
Decor Committee 

May Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in May and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

  

 

3 Sylvia Lee 19 Jane Pratt 
 Delaney Rexroat 20 Kris Pierce 
5 Jeff Uddin  Terry Morris 
6 Libby Andrews 21 Rod Melton 
7 Rob Lantz 22 Alex Clark 
 Jodi Chandler 25 Alex Lile 
11 Trevor Davies  Dee Dee Davies 
 Karry Richardson 26 Cassandra Ellison 
 Jennifer Adair 27 Andrea Frieden 
13 Dave Wines 28 Tana Pierce 
14 Debbie Anderson  Donna Spears 
 David Wilson 29 Sue Clark 
15 Carter Halcomb  Peggy Perrin 
16 Amelia Anderson 31 Brian Moore 
17 Edith Davies  Michael Moore 
18 Bryan Munson  Justin Sims 
 Peg Willhardt   
 Greg Ryner   

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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