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EVIDENCE THAT SAYS WE ARE CHRISTIANS 
 
I bring you greetings from the office of Bishop Frank Beard, and from the seven (7) other 
district superintendents, and from the other leaders of our Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  
Good morning.  My name is Steve Granadosin.  I am officially the current District 
Superintendent of Spoon River District.  As you may have heard, come July 1, you will have a 
new DS, the Rev. Mike Crawford, who is the Director of Congregational Development.  I 
enjoin you to welcome him as he follows after me to meet this district’s needs. 
 
I have been your DS for 5 years and the last couple of years was hard on all of us and we pray 
that God may sustain us through the years ahead for us to continue with the work of God’s 
Kingdom-building.   
 
Opportunities came knocking recently.  The Lord has been whispering to us his plans to 
develop some food ministries through my wife and I, and he has made the sowing of the seeds 
of these ministries possible for us in the near future.  This move will also allow us to be closer 
to our kids.  You see, since answering the call to full time ordained ministry, we had been 
separated from them for twelve years. My wife, Pastor Cecilia and I will be transferring to 
Texas.  We each will have our own local church to lead.  So I covet your prayers for peace & 
sanity for the next few months as we transition to a new ministerial setting.  It will be crazy 
busy and I trust that the Lord will see us through.  Let us pray: 
 
Remember Jimmy Carter the 39th President of the United States? He wrote a book entitled, 
“Why Not the Best?” In that book he recalls listening to his pastor one Sunday morning as he 
sat on a pew in Plains Baptist Church in Georgia. He said that he really couldn’t remember the 
sermon except for the title which was, “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there 
be enough evidence to convict you?” 
 
I think that’s still the longest sermon title ever but it is one that would immediately catch 
people’s attention and force them to think about their lives as professing Christians.  The title of 
that particular sermon was so provocative that people who heard it for the first time probably 
didn’t even bother listening to the rest of the sermon, but rather, in their minds already began to 
answer the question: “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?” 
 
So yes, let’s try that again, “If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?” Ok, I’m done, that’s my sermon for today! 
 



Seriously, when President Jimmy Carter heard this sermon title, he had to think things through 
and this thinking-through must have changed a few things.  He concluded: “I finally decided 
that if arrested and charged with being a committed follower of God, I could probably talk my 
way out of it!” 
 
“I could probably talk my way out of it!” For a moment there, I had to stop and unpack the 
meaning of his response very carefully. I thought, “so why would he talk his way out of it?” Of 
course, it was an honest answer to difficult question that demanded an answer. No one wants to 
go to jail so when arrested, people would normally explain themselves away.  Following that 
logic, Jimmy Carter could see that if he could talk his way out of the charge, there must have 
been very little evidence to convict him anyway. 
 
Because he took answering that one question to heart, we might say today that in President 
Jimmy Carter, we do see a good deal of evidence to prove that he was a Christian.  He was a 
member of the largest church in town. He was also a deacon in his church and was a Sunday 
school teacher. He openly talked about his faith, and even wrote about it.  
 
In this country, The United States of America, we don’t have to worry about going to jail or 
being persecuted for being a Christian. There are a growing number of countries who persecute 
Christians including Pakistan, India, Sudan, Middle East, North Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam and 
others. In the beginning of March this year, China banned unauthorized online religious 
activities.  Apparently, any religious published material, whether printed or broadcast through 
the internet, the government of China has to approve them first. Even in the United Kingdom, in 
Great Britain, there is a growing number of attacks against Christians. It is a very sad and a very 
scary condition, and it is a growing concern in Europe. I read some reports on these in 
www.persecution.org. I have to warn you though that when you visit this site what you will 
read and watch will be very disturbing. We need to pray more for our brothers and sisters 
around the world who are suffering and dying because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 
  
Now, I ask you, as I have also asked myself:  if being a Christian were to become hazardous 
business in this country, would we (you and I) be able to talk our way out of being identified as 
Christians? 
 
Most people today remember how the Nazis persecuted the Jews, but most of us have forgotten 
that they persecuted Christians too.  First, they tried to bend Christians to their purposes –– but 
failing that, they didn't hesitate to imprison them –– or worse.  During World War II, in 
Germany, they imprisoned and killed many Christians, one of which was Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
who was a great influence on many because he never gave up his Christian beliefs.   
 
As the power of Germany grew in those frantic and very dark days, it appeared that Germany 
would overrun England. The possibility of dying for believing in Christ was real to the people 
in England yet a group of Oxford scholars met regularly at a pub to talk.  They called 
themselves the “Inklings,” I guess because the members used a lot of ink since they were 
mostly writers. The group included C.S. Lewis, who was famous for his book, The Screwtape 



Letters.  J.R.R. Tolkien, who was famous for his book, The Hobbit was also in the group.   The 
“Inklings” got together to talk about how their personal witness through their writings could 
inspire the people of England to keep their faith in God.  Today we know, in their books which 
are still widely read, that there was ample evidence to prove they were Christians. 
 
“If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?” 
Let’s rephrase that a little bit and make it more applicable to us today. “How would anyone 
know that we are a Christians? What evidence do we have?” 

Our reading today in John 13:31-35 says it very plainly but before we get into that we need to 
think about what’s going on behind these 5 verses. These verses are what scholars say are the 
beginnings of speeches by Jesus in which he began talking about his own death. commonly 
known as “Jesus’ Farewell Discourse.” In Jewish literature, this type of a farewell address given 
by a person facing death normally includes an announcement of their impending departure, a 
gathering of family and friends who listen to words of blessings on those who remain.  It is also 
a time when the one leaving appoints a successor, final instructions for the future, and a prayer. 
Therefore, what Jesus was saying was very important to him.  Close to his death, he wanted his 
disciples, those closest to him, to know what they ought to do next and be blessed by it. 

Let us remember that the Farewell Jesus was making took place soon after he had humbled 
Himself, by washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:2-12.)  Our Mennonite brothers and sisters tell 
us how humbling it is to wash each other’s feet.  For them it is an important ritual to experience 
first hand how it is to humble ones’ self to by washing someone else’s feet. 

Finally, in verse 34 Jesus said “I give you a new command that you love one another…”  Jesus 
used Leviticus 19:18 which says, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any 
of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am the Lord” but he clarified 
what it meant by adding, “Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”   

In humbling himself serving his disciples, Jesus provided a clear model of the love that He 
requires. If we truly want to understand and practice this Christ-love, we only have to look at 
what Jesus did as a model for us to imitate. In washing the feet of his disciples, Jesus set an 
example of the humble service that He expected his disciples to render to each other. Thus, 
when Jesus said, “love one another” he also meant to humbly serve one another. 

God’s love through the work of Jesus Christ defines what true love is.  Jesus sacrificed himself 
so that we could live.  In the same way we are asked to give of ourselves, a sacrifice for each 
other so that we can show others how it is to truly love. 

If we are to be convicted as Christians, we are to be convicted by the evidence of humble 
service that comes from loving one another as Christ has loved us.  This proves beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that we truly follow Christ.  Jesus at work in us is the evidence the world 
should see.  Col 2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live but it is 
Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live in faith, the faith of the 



Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for me!”  Jesus says in John 12:35, “By this 
shall all men know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another!”   

My prayer for you and for me as well, is that God might bless us by filling our hearts with love 
for one another; the kind of love that Jesus taught us in his sacrifice and service.  It is by what 
we do that people will know how Christ has touched our lives.  May our lives show the 
evidence that we are truly Christ’s followers.  May we be convicted as Christians by the clear 
evidence of humble service done in Christ’s love.  To God be the glory, for it is from His love 
in Jesus Christ that we learn how to truly love.  My Jesus Christ be praised.  Amen. 


