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May 29, 2022 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
“A Real Rewards Program” 
 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 Common English Bible 
12 “Look! I!m coming soon. My reward is with me, to repay all people as their actions 
deserve. 13 I am the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end. 14 Favored are those who wash their robes so that they may have the right 
of access to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to bear witness to all of you about these things for 
the churches. I!m the root and descendant of David, the bright morning star. 17 The 
Spirit and the bride say, "Come!#!Let the one who hears say, "Come!#!And let the one 
who is thirsty come! Let the one who wishes receive life-giving water as a gift.” 
20 The one who bears witness to these things says, $Yes, I!m coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 
 
John 17:20-26 Common English Bible 
20 “I!m not praying only for them but also for those who believe in me because of 
their word. 21 I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I 
pray that they also will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me. 
22 I!ve given them the glory that you gave me so that they can be one just as we are 
one. 23 I!m in them and you are in me so that they will be made perfectly one. Then 
the world will know that you sent me and that you have loved them just as you loved 
me. 24 “Father, I want those you gave me to be with me where I am. Then they can 
see my glory, which you gave me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world. 25 “Righteous Father, even the world didn!t know you, but I!ve known you, 
and these believers know that you sent me. 26 I!ve made your name known to them 
and will continue to make it known so that your love for me will be in them, and I 
myself will be in them.” 
 
People are making end of the world jokes, like there!s no tomorrow. 
If a zombie apocalypse were to happen in Vegas would it stay in Vegas? 
 
And this one from author Richard Bach $What the caterpillar calls the end of the 
world, the Master calls the butterfly.” — Richard Bach 
 
Harold Camping, a retired engineer and radio evangelist predicted that the Christian 
Rapture will occur Saturday, May 21, 2011.  
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And it turns out that for some, it was to be Judgment Day. For others, it was party 
time. 
 
As the word spread around the globe that Jesus Christ would return to earth on that 
day to gather the faithful into heaven, many other skeptics were milking it. 
 
A Facebook page titled "Post rapture looting" offered this invitation: "When everyone 
is gone and god's not looking, we need to pick up some sweet stereo equipment and 
maybe some new furniture for the mansion we're going to squat in." By Wednesday 
afternoon, more than 175,000 people indicated they would be "attending" the "public 
event.” 
 
And by the way that is not the first or only time some well-meaning (or not so well 
meaning) prophet decided to declare that he or she knew when the end time would 
come. Folks have been predicting the exact date of the end time for a LONG time.1  
 
One fellow…an atheist…took advantage of this prediction stuff by offering a program 
folks just could not resist: Bart Centre, an atheist from New Hampshire, started 
Eternal Earth-Bound Pets in 2009. He offers Rapture believers an insurance plan for 
those furry family members that won't join them in heaven: 10-year pet care 
contracts, with Centre and his network of fellow non-believers taking responsibility 
for the animals after the Rapture. The fee - payable in advance, of course - was 
originally $110, but went up to $135 after Camping's prediction. 
 
Then just about a year after the end of the world prediction by Camping…the 
founder came clean and told folks it was simply a hoax. He only made that 
pronouncement after the New Hampshire Insurance Dept. started making inquiries 
about his program which claimed to be insurance…and if he had an insurance permit 
to be offering this program. It turns out a lot of folks are out there to take advantage 
whenever and however they can.  
 
Today is recognized in the church as Ascension Sunday. This is the day we remember 
that Jesus ascended or rose up into heaven as his disciples watched. If you want to 
read more about this see Acts 1:9-11…in this report, right after Jesus rises up into 
the clouds while the disciples were looking on…two men in white robes appeared 
with them and said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that 
you saw him go into heaven.” And then next week we remember that the Spirit of 
God will come to the disciples on the day of Pentecost and the promise is we, who 

 
1 https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/story/entertainment/2011/05/20/nonbelievers-welcome-rapture-
with-jokes/17891486007/ 
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are believers, all may receive the Holy Spirit. The ascension story does not have 
much to it…and there isn’t a lot of information given about the actual ascension of 
Christ. Much more importance is placed on the reality of us not being orphaned or 
forsaken…we have the Holy Spirit with us always. And this Spirit is the One who seeks 
to guide and inspire us as we move through our daily lives.  
 
But you don’t see many movies made about the ascension of Jesus. There is a LOT 
more interest in the last days of the world, when it is believed Christ will return. The 
interesting thing is there are LOTS of folks who differ in their beliefs about what the 
actual end time events will be like. I had a pastor friend who argued that the second 
coming had already happened. I have read many who have postulated they can 
determine the time of the second coming by utilizing Biblical numerology and they 
almost all place a huge deal of importance on Israel becoming a state in 1945.  
 
The thing is…it seems the second coming has still not happened and there is no 
reliable information telling us exactly when it will occur.  
I have always argued we are not to know the day or the hour…to quote Jesus…but we 
are to simply be prepared. It is fine to theorize or even to debate our beliefs about 
the end times…but in the end…it is far more important to simply live as if we expect 
that day to come and be living as followers of Jesus and his teachings every day! 
 
But, some will always say they wish they had some sort of guarantee…or absolute 
assurance they will be included in the count of the SAVED and they will not be in the 
ones left behind. For some it is still a bit cloudy how all this is to occur and what the 
Bible actually tells us. In other words they want something that lets them know it 
will be ok…and maybe some way of storing up their points or their rewards so they 
can redeem them for a place in the heavens.  
 
Speaking of rewards or awards programs did you know that more than 90 percent of 
companies have some type of customer loyalty program.2 
 
Loyalty programs have proven themselves as one of the most effective tactics for 
increasing revenue and inspiring customer loyalty. As many as 84 percent of 
consumers say they!re more apt to stick with a brand that offers a loyalty program. 
And 66 percent of customers say the ability to earn rewards actually changes their 
spending behavior. 
 
We know that it costs a lot less to sell to repeat customers than acquire new ones — 
that!s why brands invest in loyalty and rewards programs. 

 
2 Lindsey Peacock, !Keep them coming back: 7 innovative customer loyalty programs (and how to start 
yours).” Shopify. shopify.com, April 29, 2021. Retrieved November 3, 2021. 
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I have joined the awards/loyalty program for a lot of places. Dollar General has me 
as a member, so does Casey’s, and so do several hotel chains. Oh…and definitely 
McDonalds! I doubt any of those will work in heaven…but while I’m here on earth and 
since I’m going to spend the money in those places anyway I have the rewards 
programs.  
 
An old joke kind of explains it like this when it comes to rewards working in 
heaven…It turns out there was a preacher who expected just a bit more when he got 
to heaven. A Methodist preacher and a New York City cab driver died on the same 
day and arrived at the Pearly Gates about the same time where they were greeted 
by Saint Peter. The revered saint of the original apostles checked the ledger, and 
then assigned the preacher to a beautiful cottage with a lovely English garden, 
trellises covered in wisteria. It was small, but charming. 
 
The New York taxi driver, however, was rewarded with an enormous 15,000-square-
foot mansion with fountains and gardens, swimming pool, par 3 golf course and many 
other amenities. Naturally, he was quite pleased. 
 
But not the Methodist preacher. He complained to Saint Peter. 
The Keeper of the Gates replied, $It really is quite simple. When you preached, many 
were bored and fell asleep; but when this guy was driving, everyone stayed wide 
awake and prayed.” 
 
What Jesus actually says according to the Common English Bible in this last chapter 
of the Bible is: $Look! I!m coming soon. My reward is with me, to repay all people 
as their actions deserve. 13 I am the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end. 14 Favored are those who wash their robes so that they 
may have the right of access to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 
There are a few other places in the Bible that tell us Jesus is going to judge us as 
well…consider… 
$For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done” (Matthew 16:27). 
$For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil” (2 
Corinthians 5:10). 
$Be on your guard, so that you do not lose what we have worked for, but may receive 
a full reward” (2 John 8). 
$For he will repay according to each one!s deeds” (Romans 2:6). 
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So, Jesus says here in Revelation…”My reward is with me…to repay ALL people as 
their actions deserve. For some that is a wonderful assurance of reaping the reward 
of a life well lived…and for others…it may be a bit worrisome to think of all the 
things and times when their lives did not reflect a wonderful, loving, relationship 
with God. Oh…and just in case you are wondering what things Jesus would consider 
worthy of reward…or what things Jesus would actually want you to do consider this: 
(And I need to be careful here…for we teach and believe it is the teaching of God 
that we are saved by grace…not our works…we are to do good works and we are to 
do the works Jesus wants us to do…but we trust God for our salvation. I understand 
this is a very difficult concept to understand and folks have struggled for centuries 
with it…just remember in all things, whether they make sense or not…we are to trust 
God.)  
 
It seems Jesus actually encourages us to live a difficult and challenging life…at least 
at times. For instance, in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says, $Blessed are you when 
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11-12). Jesus 
could have said that those who are persecuted and reviled will receive an 
unspecified reward on judgment day. But instead, he explicitly says that the reward 
will be a tier above, a step above — a reward unlike the typical reward received by 
those who have merely been faithful. 
 
Love your enemies, Turn the other cheek, don’t worry about money…you can’t serve 
both God and money at the same time, Actually…don’t worry about anything…seek 
God instead! Deny yourSELF and take up your cross daily!  
 
And these:  
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and 
spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for 
so their fathers did to the prophets. 
 
Just this week on Facebook I saw this meme…right before the killing in Uvalde, TX. It 
said, “Revival would sweep across America today if only God’s people began to 
practice what they already know God has commanded.” 
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And I responded to that by saying…”Do Unto Others…love our enemies…turn your 
cheek…religion that is pure and blameless is caring for the widows and orphans…and 
lots more challenging and wondrous teachings!”  
 
It seems to me that throughout Scripture, this reward seems to be linked to 
suffering. Those who undergo suffering for Jesus#!sake are, by necessity, members of 
a unique club. They are ones who will suffer and be rewarded.  
 
An online sermon this week said it like this: “In the early 1500s, Johann Tetzel, a 
Dominican monk, used to wander from village to hamlet in rural Germany selling 
indulgences. He would set up a theatrical stage and urge the folk to buy the 
indulgences to get their relatives out of purgatory, or in some cases, pre-pay for 
their own sins. He had a little jingle that was so popular, it caught the attention of 
Martin Luther: $When the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 
 
It doesn!t work this way in God!s kingdom. Paid rewards is the one loyalty program 
that Jesus doesn!t offer. Jesus is not going to pay for your loyalty. Or, conversely, we 
cannot pay for better customer service, a bigger mansion in glory, and the best 
rewards once we meet our Maker. 
 
Paid loyalty, or fee-based loyalty programs, give customers immediate and ongoing 
benefits for a participation fee. Amazon Prime is the most well-known of paid loyalty 
programs. But it!s not offered in the kingdom of God.3 
 
Entrance into heaven is solely a faith-based, grace-driven gesture originating in the 
heart of God. Any rewards offered to those already working for the Lord are also 
offered according to the grace of God, who doesn!t need to offer any rewards at all. 
The bottom line is that we cannot buy a reward. We cannot offer our influence, 
financial portfolio, even good works in order to get in line for a reward, Jesus#!
comment about being rewarded $according to everyone!s works” notwithstanding. 
Rewards are initiated by God. God offers what God offers. God is not compelled to 
do anything. We receive our reward according to our works by the grace of God. And 
if we simply live and exist and BE in the teachings of Jesus and His Love and Grace 
then we too may hear the words…”Well Done my good and faithful servant!” Amen.  
 

 
3 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041361 


