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May 1, 2022 
John 21:1-19 
“Yet’s Go Fishing…with Our Opposite Arms” 
 
John 21:1-19 Common English Bible 
1 Later, Jesus himself appeared again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 
This is how it happened: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus[a]), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee!s sons, and two other disciples 
were together. 3 Simon Peter told them, "I!m going fishing.” They said, 
"We!ll go with you.” They set out in a boat, but throughout the night they 
caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 
disciples didn!t realize it was Jesus. 5 Jesus called to them, "Children, have 
you caught anything to eat?” They answered him, "No.” 6 He said, "Cast 
your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So they did, 
and there were so many fish that they couldn!t haul in the net. 7 Then the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It!s the Lord!” When Simon Peter 
heard it was the Lord, he wrapped his coat around himself (for he was 
naked) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they weren!t far from shore, only 
about one hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire there, with 
fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish 
that you!ve just caught.” 11 Simon Peter got up and pulled the net to 
shore. It was full of large fish, one hundred fifty-three of them. Yet the net 
hadn!t torn, even with so many fish. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples could bring themselves to ask him, "Who 
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and 
gave it to them. He did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
Jesus and Peter 15 When they finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, 
"Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” Simon replied, "Yes, 
Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs.” 16 Jesus 
asked a second time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?” Simon replied, 
"Yes, Lord, you know I love you.” Jesus said to him, "Take care of my 
sheep.” 17 He asked a third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was sad that Jesus asked him a third time, "Do you love me?” He 
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replied, "Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, "Feed my sheep. 18 I assure you that when you were younger you tied 
your own belt and walked around wherever you wanted. When you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands and another will tie your belt and lead 
you where you don!t want to go.” 19 He said this to show the kind of death 
by which Peter would glorify God. After saying this, Jesus said to Peter, 
"Follow me.” 
 
What do you call a can opener that doesn’t work? A Can’t opener! 
 
Did you hear about the fellow who had an irrational fear of elevators? 
Fortunately, he could take steps to avoid them! 
 
I really don’t understand people who fear change…It’s like they have no 
CENTS at all! 
 
I have quite a few things of which I am afraid. One of them is public 
speaking…though as you know I often overcome that one! Another one is 
folks finding out I’m really not as nice a guy as I try to be. Another one is I 
fear that I’m really not exceptionally good at anything…that I’m just very 
ordinary or even below average in everything I do.  
 
I also…like many of you…fear change. I fear trying new things. I fear failure 
but I also fear really going all out to succeed. Yep, I’m a mess sometimes! 
Now, the thing is just because it is a fear does not mean I’m unwilling to 
try it. I get very nervous before going on a zip line…or before riding my bike 
down a steep ramp…or speaking before a large audience…or riding a fast 
roller coaster! But I often do those things and usually I am very happy I did 
them…even if I was afraid as I started and sometimes as I did them.  
 
I tell you all of this because I am reading into the passage of today’s 
scripture a bit. Here’s how it all gets started. On resurrection day, Peter 
and the disciple Jesus loved are at home when Mary Magdalene comes and 
tells them Jesus’ body is gone. They run to the tomb…they look 
in…believe…and GO HOME. Mary has her encounter with the gardener whom 
she later realizes is Jesus and she is sent to tell the disciples what Jesus has 
told her and what has happened. Next Jesus appears to them minus Thomas 
and breathes on them telling them to receive the Holy Spirit and that if 
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they forgive anyone then their sins are forgiven! But Thomas has his famous 
doubt moment and 8 days later Jesus appears to him…and after Thomas 
feels the REALNESS of Jesus’ wounds Thomas declares his belief! And here’s 
what it says as to what the mission truly is, “But these things are written so 
that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God!s Son, and that believing, 
you will have life in his name.” So the secret is to believe…and the thing is 
to believe Jesus is raised from the dead and is very much alive again.  
 
Next at the beginning of today’s chapter…Jesus appears to seven of his 
disciples. All of them have gone fishing. And even though they fish all 
night…they catch nothing! I had a LOT of nights like that! And mornings, 
and afternoons, and evenings. But for these disciples it might have been 
they were deciding they needed to return to fishing for a way to make a 
living. The gospel of John is a bit unique however as in John there is no 
amazing call of Jesus to fishermen to become fishers of people. There’s no 
amazing scene of Jesus strolling by the lake and asking folks to follow 
him…rather in John we find John the Baptist’s disciples deciding to leave 
John and follow Jesus. One of these was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother and 
in John it is Andrew who gets Peter to become a Christ follower. In John 
there is no real list of the 12 who are the chosen disciples. So, when Peter 
announces he is going fishing we can only guess as to whether he was 
fishing for fun, food, or work. And in John there is no story like that found 
in Luke when Jesus tells the disciples to go out into the deep water and 
cast their nets…rather we find Jesus telling them they should fish from the 
right side of the boat! It doesn’t take a genius however to realize it really 
doesn’t matter which side of the boat one puts the nets, it’s not like the 
fish only swim on one side of the boat. So, one can understand it is with 
some sense of sarcasm the disciples decide to humor Jesus and they try it 
his way…and the results are incredible! 
 
That’s the point I want to make today…as a church are we willing to do 
something that seems to us as silly or doesn’t make sense…to catch more 
people for Christ? The disciples most likely thought it was ridiculous to try 
fishing from the OTHER side of the boat. Like I said, it simply didn’t make 
sense. But they were obedient and they followed Jesus’ leading…and the 
results were incredible!!  
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So…I ask again…are we willing to try doing things in a new way, even if it 
seems silly or ridiculous…in order to “catch” new followers of Jesus Christ?  
 
My fear is that many churches are not bold or brave enough to do things a 
new and challenging way to make disciples. I fear many simply remember 
what worked several years ago and wish those things still worked today! 
Guess what…today is different than yesterday and the people with whom 
we are in ministry have changed as well. 
 
I was sitting in a board meeting at one church and the all to frequent 
lament of not having enough young families came up. It was suggested we 
needed to get the few young families we did have to be more involved. So, 
the idea was presented we ask a few of those young people to serve on our 
board. All of that is great…right? But I blew it, I asked if we were willing to 
start providing child care during our meetings? The response was pretty 
well expected…why did we need to do that? When my kids were young I 
came to board meetings and just had my spouse or my parents take care of 
them…why isn’t that good enough for young people with children now?  
 
So…are we willing to consider new ways of doing things in order to make 
new followers of Jesus Christ?  
 
The promise of John 21 is simple. If we are willing to do what Jesus asks 
and in the way he asks us to do them our results will be amazing. When 
they counted the fish that had been caught there were 153 all together. 
There has been a lot made of the number 153 over the years and no one 
knows for sure whether it was simply an accurate count of the fish who 
were netted or if there is some “deeper” meaning. One thought is the # 153 
is the sum of all the numbers between 1 and 17 which suggests to some 
that this represents completeness. There is also an allegorical belief which 
suggests the number is representative of the Trinity. For instance 1+5=6 
which is two times 3 and then 6+3=9 which is 3 x 3. This would be 3 squared 
and that is a special number for sure. Even as I say that all out loud I 
realize how silly that all may sound. But the simple fact is…if we try things 
Jesus’ way…we will be successful! And if we keep fishing the way we always 
have…not so much! 
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Next we have the after breakfast conversation between Jesus and Peter. 
Three times Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” And three times Peter 
assures Jesus he absolutely does love him! And in his three responses Jesus 
tells Peter to feed his lambs, take care of his sheep, and feed his sheep. 
Again…the #3 comes up and suggests the completeness and the holiness of 
following God the 3 in 1! 
 
One other thing this passage shows is how important it is for us to have a 
meal with the Lord. In this story, much like the feeding of the 5000 and the 
eating of the meal on the road to Emmaus…we find that it is in eating with 
Jesus that one gains insight and recognition! When the disciples eat the fish 
and the loaves Jesus has prepared for them their eyes and their hearts are 
open to who he is! In John we begin Jesus’ ministry with the miracle at 
Cana during a wedding when he turns water into wine. After this miracle it 
says that, “After Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 
revealed his glory; his disciples believed in him!” 
 
It is also said that the repetition of the verb phanero which means 
appeared, in this passage shows that this miracle…this fishing miracle is a 
moment of epiphany! What I like is that even before they fully have their 
eyes opened…they are willing to try things Jesus way! 
 
After all of this fishing, feeding, epiphanies, and telling Peter to feed and 
care for his sheep and lambs, we next hear some interesting and somewhat 
confusing words of Jesus to Peter. Jesus says, “I assure you that when you 
were younger you tied your own belt and walked around wherever you 
wanted. When you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and another 
will tie your belt and lead you where you don!t want to go.” According to 
John this was said to show the kind of death Peter would experience and in 
that death how he would glorify God. We know from tradition Peter was 
crucified on a cross…and in many sources it says he was crucified upside 
down or on an X-shaped cross to further show his commitment and his 
humble respect for his God. So, when Jesus says he would be bound and led 
around that is what Jesus means…Peter will be bound and led to a cross.  
 
But the key comes next as Jesus instructs first Peter and then the others to, 
“Follow ME.” Jesus wants them to know that no matter what…they should 
be ready and willing to follow him.  
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And at the end of the day isn’t that what we all should be doing? We should 
have our eyes open to recognize Jesus in our world and we should be willing 
to always be about feeding and caring for the ones in Jesus’ fold. We 
should be willing to follow Jesus! And we should be willing to try things the 
way Jesus directs us no matter how silly or how different from how we have 
done things before they seem. We are, after all, as followers, to be brave 
enough to fish with our other hands or try things completely 
differently…simply because Jesus wants us to. We should no matter 
what…Follow Jesus! Amen.1  

 
1 The New International Bible Commentary; Vol. IX.  


