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May 15, 2022 
Acts 9:36-43; John 10:22-30 
“There Is Just Something about that…Voice!” 
 
Acts 9:36-43 Common English Bible 
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas). Her 
life overflowed with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need. 
37 About that time, though, she became so ill that she died. After they washed her 
body, they laid her in an upstairs room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, when the 
disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two people to Peter. They urged, 
!Please come right away!” 39 Peter went with them. Upon his arrival, he was taken 
to the upstairs room. All the widows stood beside him, crying as they showed the 
tunics and other clothing Dorcas made when she was alive. 40 Peter sent everyone 
out of the room, then knelt and prayed. He turned to the body and said, !Tabitha, 
get up!” She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and 
raised her up. Then he called God"s holy people, including the widows, and presented 
her alive to them. 42 The news spread throughout Joppa, and many put their faith in 
the Lord. 43 Peter stayed for some time in Joppa with a certain tanner named 
Simon. 
 
John 10:22-30 Common English Bible 
22 The time came for the Festival of Dedication in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and 
Jesus was in the temple, walking in the covered porch named for Solomon. 24 The 
Jewish opposition circled around him and asked, !How long will you test our 
patience? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, !I have told you, 
but you don"t believe. The works I do in my Father"s name testify about me, 26 but 
you don"t believe because you don"t belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my 
voice. I know them and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life. They will never 
die, and no one will snatch them from my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them from my Father"s hand. 
30 I and the Father are one.” 
 
Sometimes folks ask us to do things we just do not want to do…so I looked up some 
ways to…*ahem* say no thank you! 
 
I Believe there’s someone stupider than me who would enjoy doing that instead! 
Alas, such a task is no match for my incompetency! 
My advisors have come to a unanimous decision of…”NO” on that! 
On a scale of maybe to absolutely…My answer is…Absolutely NOT! 
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I was out walking one day and came across a shepherd with his sheep so I went up to 
him and said, “Hey, shepherd, if I guess how many sheep are here, can I keep one? 
The shepherd was a bit puzzled but agreed to give me one if I could tell him. So I 
blurted out "352!" 
 
The Shepherd was stunned but he kept his word and allowed me to pick a sheep. "I'll 
take this one," I said proudly. "It's the cutest!" 
 
"Hey fella," said the shepherd, "If I guess what you do for a living, will you give me 
back what you took?” “Ok…give it a try,” I say. “You are a pastor!” “Wow!” I said, 
“How could you know that?” “Well,” he said, “Give me back my dog and I’ll tell ya!” 
 
At the beginning of the John passage today we are told that it was time for the 
festival of the Dedication. This is an important notice for us as we read this gospel. 
The festival of the Dedication is observed in early December and the last reference 
to a time of year we have had is in John 7:10 which tells us Jesus is at the Festival of 
Booths, that festival is held in early fall. According to one commentary I looked at 
this, then, marks the end of the second cycle of Jesus’ ministry…Jesus is still in 
Jerusalem, but the time of year has shifted.  
 
This passage brings up the question of whether in Jesus one truly experiences the 
presence of God in the world. And 10:24 is the only time in John where Jesus is 
asked directly whether he is the Messiah! And of course Jesus answers by telling 
the Jews that they have been told about him and yet they do not believe!  He tells 
them that the works he does in the Father’s name testify about him. But for those 
who do not believe…don’t believe because they do not belong to his sheep! I suppose 
another way of saying this is they are not in his fold. He goes on to say that his sheep 
hear his voice, and he knows them, and they follow him. Then he hits them with the 
big one…Jesus tells them he gives his sheep…ETERNAL LIFE and they will NEVER 
PERISH! He tells them NO ONE can snatch them away from him or out of his hand. He 
reminds them that what his Father has given him is greater than everything else and 
NO ONE can snatch it out of the FATHER’s HAND. Then in the verse that for me helps 
to clear it all up…Jesus tells them all he and the FATHER are ONE! It is important to 
understand Jesus is not saying he and the Father are one person but rather they are 
united in the work they do. So, Jesus work and His Father’s work cannot be 
distinguished, because Jesus shares fully in God’s work.  
 
Whenever I come home…and I’m fumbling at the door for my keys, I look through the 
stained glass of our door and strain to see a familiar sight…it’s Theo’s tail wagging 
back and forth he has heard us, and he waits eagerly for us to come in the house. He 
is excited to see any of us when we get home! I’m sure you have heard this prayer 
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before…and I pray it quite often…!Dear Lord, please make me into the person my dog 
thinks I am.” 
 
That dog-owners#"prayer has a lot of aspirational truth in it. Dogs tend to be 
overjoyed at the sight of their masters after returning from a long day at work. Who 
wouldn’t want to be the kind of person that everyone enthusiastically greets and 
can"t wait to see? 
 
But what makes a dog go insane with joy when seeing his human come through the 
door? What"s going on in that doggy brain and another question is how does a wise 
owner utilize that loyalty into good and consistent doggy behavior? To understand 
that one article I read says, “You’ve got to know something about animal psychology 
and those who know it best are called !whisperers.” 
 
For eight years, Cesar Millan was the dog whisperer on a TV show by the same name 
and had an uncanny knack for taking a problem dog and turning him into a happy, 
healthy, obedient best friend. For Millan, it all came down to understanding what a 
dog wants and needs to be happy and healthy: exercise, discipline and affection (in 
that order). 
 
But it also has something to do with the master"s demeanor, facial expressions, even 
a tilt of the head. Dogs are observant creatures. Understanding what a dog sees 
when he sees a human is key in training your dog to be a good dog. If you can get 
inside an animal"s brain and help it act in its own best interests, you"re definitely on 
your way to !whisperer” status. By the way did you hear about the fellow who had to 
use his dog’s shampoo when he ran out? He went around all day feeling like such a 
good boy! 
 
Today"s gospel reading is not about what the dog saw, but what the sheep saw and 
heard. Okay, you say, dogs are one of the smarter domestic animals. They can be 
trained to do anything from assisting a disabled person, to sniffing out a bomb, to 
sitting up and shaking hands (er, paws). 
 
But what about animals that have a reputation of being, well, more intellectually 
challenged? 
 
Sheep have traditionally fit into that category — the dumb category. And many 
preachers insist that Jesus chose sheep as a metaphor for his followers for this very 
reason: They"re not too smart. 
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It"s true: sheep have a reputation for being skittish, for following the herd and for 
not being all that bright. Maybe it"s because they"re a prey animal with no real 
natural defenses. Maybe it"s because we associate them with !sheeple” who 
mindlessly go along with the crowd. Whatever the reason, the image of a flock of 
sheep doesn"t exactly call to mind a Mensa meeting. Many people believe that there 
are three levels of stupidity in the world: dumb, dumber and sheep. 
 
But real shepherds who work with sheep every day, don"t see it that way. They don"t 
believe that sheep are stupid. Rather, they argue that sheep may be among the more 
intelligent of the animals on the farm. 
 
Take their brain size, for example. If you put a human brain, a chimpanzee brain and 
a sheep brain on the table you"d be hard-pressed to tell the difference between 
them. Recent studies have shown that sheep actually have good memories and are 
able to differentiate between pictures of human faces up to two years after they 
have seen them. While they"re not out there in the field doing algebra, they"re also 
not the mindless dolts that non-shepherds might think. 
 
Good shepherds know that their charges are pretty smart, which is why they need to 
do some !whispering” with the sheep like Millan does with his dogs. A good shepherd 
needs to understand what the sheep see and when they are with the shepherd. 
 
John Powell is one such !sheep whisperer.” After several years of drought reduced 
his flock and a snake killed his loyal sheepdog, Angie, John was faced with a 
dilemma: how to keep a herd of sheep in the most economical and minimalistic way. 
 
After restocking his farm with some new lambs, John noticed that his daughter was 
feeding them willow leaves, which is apparently like giving chocolate to a candy-
crazed toddler. Since John was always close by, he noticed that as these lambs got 
older, they would follow him anywhere — even if he wasn’t doling out willow leaves. 
And once those older sheep became leaders of the flock and started to follow John, 
the herd instinct of the other sheep kicked in and they would go wherever he and the 
leaders went. 
 
Just by showing up and being recognized by the leaders of the flock, John is able to 
herd as many as a thousand sheep at a time by himself with no help from dogs or 
motorcycles or any of the other things that other shepherds use to control sheep 
these days. It"s a gentler way of shepherding that keeps the sheep calm and happy, 
and calm sheep tend to be better producers of wool and meat. 
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It"s all about knowing the sheep and then being known by them. 
 
No wonder that Jesus chose the image of a shepherd — a !sheep whisperer” — who 
knows his sheep intimately and is known by them. He wasn’t the first to use this 
image, of course. Leaders were often compared to shepherds in the ancient world, 
and Israel"s history reveals that the whispering ability of those shepherds could make 
all the difference. 
 
In Ezekiel 34, for example, the prophet compares the bad shepherd-kings of Israel 
who greedily !feed themselves” but not the sheep (v. 11) with God who will make 
the sheep !lie down” in safety (v. 15). God will seek the !lost,” bring back the 
!strayed,” bind up the !injured” and strengthen the !weak” as a good sheep 
whisperer will do, knowing that these are the keys to a healthy flock. To ensure that 
it is done well, God said that he would !set up one shepherd over them, my servant 
David” who shall !feed them and be their shepherd” (v. 23). 
 
That Good Shepherd, of course, is Jesus, who is both son of David and Son of God. In 
today"s gospel reading, Jesus picks up God"s critique of Israel’s bad shepherds (in this 
case, the Pharisees), and expresses again what the Good Shepherd does: he knows 
and cares for the sheep even if it costs him everything, including his own life. !I am 
the good shepherd,” he says. !The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” 
(v. 11). 
 
Unlike strangers and hired hands who treat the sheep like a mindless collective, 
exploiting them or running away when things get tough, the Good Shepherd is 
intimately and symbiotically connected with his flock. It"s no coincidence that Jesus 
once again brings up his sheep whisperer credentials during the festival of the 
Dedication (which is now known as Hanukkah) which celebrated the victory of the 
Maccabees over foreign Gentile invaders during the intertestamental period. The 
Maccabees had given their lives in defense of the nation and were fiercely devoted 
to God and the temple, doing everything in their power to preserve their people (vv. 
22-23). Jesus was about to do the same, but on an even greater scale and for an 
even greater flock that would include bringing in Gentiles who were not yet part of 
the !fold” (v. 16). 
 
The Jewish leaders wanted Jesus to declare that he was the Messiah, but Jesus 
declares that he has already done so by revealing that he is the !shepherd” God 
promised through Ezekiel (v. 24). As if that weren"t enough, Jesus!#"works” should 
have been testimony enough (v. 25). 
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The reason the Jewish leaders didn"t see it was because they didn"t belong to Jesus#"
flock — they didn"t recognize his voice, his manner, his care or his leadership. What 
did these sheep see instead? They saw a rabble-rouser, a malcontent, a radical and a 
fraud. They saw someone who was draining the loyalty of the people from them and 
to himself. They saw someone who was always taking potshots at their self-
righteousness and hypocrisy. 
 
In this sense, the sheep saw accurately. Yet by interpreting what these so-called 
!sheep” saw accurately, Jesus reveals them to be not sheep at all, but wolves in 
sheep"s clothing. These leaders who should have been the elders of the flock leading 
Israel to follow the Good Shepherd had failed like their predecessors long ago in 
Ezekiel"s day. 
#
!My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me,” says Jesus (v. 27). They 
follow him because they know they will receive the three things that sheep need to 
thrive: to be well-fed, to be safe…not stressed and to have someone looking out for 
them.  
 
Jesus sums all that up in one sentence: !I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish”. This is the !abundant” life that Jesus spoke of previously. It"s an abundant 
life made possible because the Good Shepherd puts the sheep ahead of himself. 
 
English shepherd James Rebanks says in his first rule of shepherding: !It"s not 
about you. It"s about the sheep and the land.” Jesus demonstrates this like no 
other. When the sheep see Jesus, they see a shepherd who has their best interests at 
heart, and they know it because he is willing to die for them. !No one will snatch 
them out of my hand”. And remember the reason Jesus can do this is because he is 
God"s promised Good Shepherd; in fact, he is God in person. !What my Father has 
given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father"s hand. 
And that is because Jesus and The Father are one! 
 
A few minutes ago…I hope they have gone by fast…I said one of my prayers is, “Dear 
Lord help me to be the fellow Theo thinks I am!” I often think of this kind of prayer 
whenever someone tells me they think I’m a great guy…or that they only hear good 
things about me. I suppose then my prayer should be, “O Lord let me be the pastor 
that parishioner thinks I am!”  
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But one thing we do learn from this passage is we are to be like shepherds as well. 
We won’t be the shepherd Jesus is…and we cannot say we and God are one. But we 
can and should be able to help others (sheep who hear the voice) to know we to hear 
the voice of our true Good Shepherd.  
 
We have to be willing to care for the sheep like Jesus does, to know what they need 
and to lead them well. Every one of us has a small flock we are given to tend, be it a 
family, a group of coworkers, a group of friends at school or even a small group at 
church. 
 
What do our !sheep” see when they look at us? 
 
We"re called to hear the shepherd"s voice and then, as leaders of the flock, to lead 
them in following him. We do that by reflecting his care — ensuring that people are 
well-fed spiritually and physically; that we create an environment of peace where 
people feel valued, loved and cared for; and that we care about the flock more than 
we care about ourselves. When we do that well, others will want to follow where we 
lead. 
 
And a good prayer for all of us is, !Lord, help me to be the kind of sheep that leads 
others to the Shepherd. Help me to be the kind of Shepherd…YOU think I should be!” 
Amen.1 

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041179 
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