
March 2022 

Ash Wednesday  

Ash Wednesday services will be held March 2nd in the church chapel at 7:30 am and 6:00 pm. 

 

 

Lenten Lay Breakfast Series 

The 46th Annual Lenten Lay Breakfast series will get 
underway Friday, March 4th, 2022, and continue each Friday 
morning through Good Friday, April 15, 2022.  Strom Center 
will again be the host for the series.  Breakfast begins at 6:30 
a.m. with the program from 7:15-7:45 a.m.  The breakfast 
series is sponsored by the Warren County Ministerial 
Association.  Listed below is the schedule of breakfasts and 
the church that will have the program. 

March 4                First United Methodist 
March 11              First Lutheran 
March 18              Faith Presbyterian 
March 25              Fairview Center/Cameron Christian  
April 1                   Immaculate Conception 
April 8                   Heritage Bible Church  
April 15                 Immanuel Baptist 
 
 

SPRING FORWARD 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed Saturday, March 12th. 
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Jon’s Jottings 

 
I always wanted to be a “cool kid”.  But it was just never in the 
cards for me!  But that is all going to change now that I’m 63 and 
almost 64!  Starting in Lent…for the first time since I think I’ve 
been a pastor.  I am going to preach a series of sermons on a topic.  
Now the topic is becoming a disciple and I am stealing the idea and 
the main points from Adam Hamilton…but you can’t get any cooler 
than that can you?   
 

We used his book, “The Walk” during Advent this year.  The participants in that 
group enjoyed the book and the video and all seemed to learn some new things.  
So, I decided to use the book and preach sermons based on the ideal Hamilton 
presents in “The Walk.”   
 
Here’s how Hamilton begins his book, “A year before his untimely death in a car 
accident in 2003, Mike Yaconelli wrote a book called, “Messy Spirituality: God’s 
Annoying Love for Imperfect People.”  The book, says Hamilton, “deeply 
resonanted with me.”  It turns out that Yaconelli was honest and frank about his 
own journey with Christ, and how after more than forty years of being a 
Christian, his faith was still…messy!  And it turn out it’s not only his faith that’s 

messy (surprise!).  In his book he tells story after story about people, both those in the Bible and people he had 
personally known, who found grace through Jesus despite the messiness of their lives.   
 
Hamilton’s book is to help guide all of us messy and ordinary people to become more organized and deeper in our 
spiritual and faith lives.  In other words we can become better disciples if we practice the steps that are presented 
in his book.  We all know these main areas, and we all have most certainly done things to get better in all these 
areas…but most of us soon fade out on our attempts and then it’s back to where we began. 
 
 
The areas we will concentrate on are: 
1.  Worship and Prayer 
2. Study: The importance of Listening and Paying Attention 
3. Serve: Here I am, Lord, Send Me 
4. Give: Where Your Treasure Is 
5. Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light 
6. The Five Practices from the Cross 
 
I hope you enjoy this series…and hope you all consider me one of the kool kids when I’m done!  Even if I did have 
to steal the idea from a much cooler kid! 
 
Oh…and also, on Wednesday nights during Lent at 6:00 p.m. we will be studying the Book of Genesis!  I love this 
Book of the Bible and if you wanna hear about some messy people this is definitely the place and the Book for 
you!  I hope to see you there!!   
 
I hope you/we all have a Holy and Blessed Lent! 
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
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Greetings from Grace Place 
 
Tyler Carlson won the big candy bar drawing this month!!  Congrats 
Tyler...I think the last few months it has been a Carlson sweep!!!! 

We are continuing in our unit on Obedience. 
We have studied the story of Moses and Aaron and the golden calf 
and saw where disobedience can lead. 
Next, we talked about Jonah and how he ran from God because he 
didn't want to do what God asked of him. 
Then we studied Saul who only partially obeyed God and lost his title 
of king.  He listened to men instead of God. 

I guess that is what we would call a "people pleaser" today! 
Our next lesson on obedience will come from the story of Samson.    

We are still working on the Ten Commandments....what a guide to obedience. 

Everyone made Valentines for our homebound friends.  I think we made 29 all together and Joyce Clark 
and her team delivered them all for us. 

Now, we are gearing up for Palm Sunday, Easter and the reopening of our new sanctuary. 
The youth are working on a skit entitled "The Heavenly Express," by Sharon Kay Chatwell. Can't wait for the kids to 
perform it for you. 

VBS is coming!!!!!!  Save the dates...June 26-30!  Miss Chris is going to need help! 
We be working with Faith UP Church and the Lutheran Church again this year! 

Blessings to all, 

Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
 
GRACE Place would appreciate Easter Candy donations to help fill Easter eggs. 
 

Senior News 
 
On Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible study at 10. We 
are studying the book of Revelation. There is plenty of room to be an acceptable distance apart.   

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request them.  If you 
would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact me.  (Joyce Clark  309-299-5682) 

Even though Covid numbers are down, it is still wise to call a healthcare facility before going for a visit.  Those 
who are "homebound" always appreciate your cards, notes, calls and visits. 

Opportunity - Recently Donna Spears was contacted by the Monmouth - Roseville Harding School principal who 
shared that there is a need for people to read with 2nd and 3rd graders.  If you are interested, please let Donna 
know. 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a 
comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the recipients. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

Snow and cold defined the month of February but so did inconsistent weather, by the arrival of several days that 
the temps rose above 30s and 40s.  Inconsistency in the weather set the stage for sloppy work around the site so 
much of the work, when performed happened inside the building.  The project continues to see delays caused by 
material and supplies that have yet to be delivered but labor shortages on other jobs has pulled our workers away 
on a few occasions.  Even with these delays we do continue to see work completed and the project continues to 
move forward.   

Carpenters continue to complete needed framing in the Atrium, preparing for additional drywall installations.  
They completed installation of drywall in the lower parlor restrooms and fellowship hall areas, including kitchen, 
pantry, storage areas and mechanical room.  Framing of the lower parlor hallway and door framing to the storage 
and mechanical rooms adjacent to the hallway was completed and readied for drywall too.  It is anticipated that 
the carpenters will continue to complete framing as necessary in the Sanctuary to complete the drywall 
installation there, and drywall in the first-floor restrooms and complete the Atrium drywall as well.  Once this is 
completed then they will need to go through and finish the drywall installation by placing drywall compound on 
joints and corners.  This will complete the finished look of the walls and ceilings.  

The utility infrastructure continues to be installed throughout the building.  The lower parlors have seen 
continued work by the HVAC contractor installing remaining duct work for the units in the mechanical room by 
the fellowship hall and installing insulation around still exposed duct work.  They also completed fresh air and 
return duct work connections to the Atrium and Sanctuary, connecting them to the roof top units that were 
previously placed on the Atrium.  The electricians have began pulling wire through conduits in the lower parlor, 
including some twine to assist in pulling power supply lines to other panel locations throughout the new building.  
Some of the installed wiring will feed switches, outlets and lighting in the lower parlors.  The electricians have also 
prepared for the installation of the elevator by installing the sump pump in the elevator pit and electrical lighting 
that will need to be used as the elevator contractor installs the elevator and components.   

Plumbers have installed some water line insulation along previously installed lines.  Remaining available windows 
and exterior doors were installed on the south entrance to the building and the entries from the Atrium into the 
Sanctuary which included frames and side glass.  Some of the remaining glass has not arrived yet so the window 
contractor will need to return to complete those portions of their work.  If the weather improves and gets warm 
enough the carpenters would be able to continue work on the cement panel siding.  There are many other pieces 
to the puzzle that the contractor will need to complete as well but we do continue to see progress.   

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project.   
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
A big thank you to all that donated to the Souper Bowl offering for Jamieson Center & Helping Hands food bank.  
We collected $210.92 
 

Sponsor Circles 
We are a group of folks who have joined together to help an Afghan family.  
 
Did you know there are almost 20,000 Afghan refugees living on military bases in our country waiting to be 
resettled? We are a group of seven caring individuals representing several Monmouth churches who have formed 
a “Sponsor Circle” to help bring one small family to our community so they can start their new lives. Besides 
raising funds (the required $2,275 per individual), we will welcome them by helping them secure employment, 
housing and basic necessities. In addition, we will connect them to health care services and education, as needed, 
support them in English language acquisition, and provide them community orientation and moral support. Please 
note that while we are doing this to show Christ’s love to others, this is a government-run program. Evangelizing 
or proselytizing is not allowed in this project. 
 
Our current and most urgent need is raising funds. We are required to have almost $6,000 before we can submit 
our application. We've submitted our application and are now waiting. Would you please consider supporting our 
efforts? No amount is too large or too small. Checks can be made out to Immaculate Conception Church, with 
“Refugee” in the memo line, and mailed to Immaculate Conception Church, 200 West Broadway, Monmouth IL 
61462. All donations are tax deductible. The First United Methodist Church will be taking a special offering for this 
mission project on March 13.  

 
When it gets closer to the newcomers’ arrival, we will also accept donations in kind of furniture, clothing, 
household supplies and non-perishable food items.  
 
The Sponsor Circle Program is a joint initiative of a growing coalition of partner organizations. For more 
information, go to SponsorCircles.org. If you want to know more about our efforts, or to see how you can help, 
you can also contact Tom Sienkewicz at tjsienkewicz@gmail.com. Also, if you would like someone to come talk 
with a group at your church or organization, we’d be more than happy to do that.  

 A Go Fund Me account has been set up.  
https://www.gofundme.com/f/maple-city-illinois-sponsor-
circle?member=17194115&sharetype=teams&utm_campaign=p_na+share-
sheet&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook 

 
Thank you for considering this request.  
 
 
Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle  
Tom Sienkewicz, Circle Leader  
Fr. Timothy Hepner 
Allison Buccalo 
Leslie Freeman 
Pam Van Kirk 
Teresa Prien 
Tom Prien 
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Uncle Phil’s Diner 2: Badger Homecoming 1957 

Cathy Sheagren and Joy Boostrom are still in need of a few more people to fill out the cast for the show. If you like 
poodle skirts, biker jackets, and 1950’s music, you’ll love being a part of the show. You don’t need to be a great 
singer, just a desire to have some fun and bring some fun to our audiences. Call Cathy at 309-335-9066 or Joy at 
309-255-3197 for information.  

 

Script Program 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
birthdays or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United Methodist Church with 
needed funds.  Cards on hand right now in the church office are Subway, Steak n Shake, Target, AMC Theatres, 
Walmart, Buffalo Wild Wings, Happy Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal 
Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wings & Sephora), and Happy Dining (Can be used at: Cheesecake 
Factory, Red Lobster, Buffalo Wild Wings, McCormick & Smicks, Cracker Barrel & P.F. Chang's).  Many other cards 
are also available online. 

 

UMCOR Sunday 
March 27th, UMCOR Sunday (formerly one great hour of sharing) makes all of the other United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) programs possible.  The UMCOR Sunday offering funds the cost of doing business 
for UMCOR.  Any gifts that are over and above UMCOR’s administrative costs go to where they are most needed.  
Often, they support under-funded programs. 

 

Electronic Giving 

Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year-round. Consider scheduling a recurring 
electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to remember to write checks. Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to 
be received on an uninterrupted basis. Get started today!!  Visit our website 
at http://www.comejourneywithus.com to set up your online contribution.  It’s safe and secure!! 
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March Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in March and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

  

1 Alexa Anderson   
 Ava Anderson 20 Adam Carlson 
 Nathaniel Anderson  Tamia King 
4 Ray Clark 21 Ron Stombaugh 
 Jamie Ray  Brent Chandler 
 Greg Ray 23 Helen Paul 
5 Phil Porter  Janet Stevenson 
6 Bill Spence 24 Dillon Frieden 
7 McKenna Carlson 25 Anne McIntosh 
9 Rusty Boostrom 26 Kevin Murk 
 Shannon Edwards  Jen Rexroat 
 Daxton Hall  Rogan Rexroat 
 Hudson Hall 28 Dave Bates 
10 Marion Duncan  Hank Crede 
 Mary Ellen Kauzlarich  Lane Frieden 
11 Rayven Petri 29 Ann Edwards 
13 John Perrin  Sue Wilson 
 Martha Hillman 30 Jeff Moore 
15 Ken Boyer  Bethel Amouzouvik 
18 Norman Skov 31 Teresa Armstrong 
 Lindsey Munson  Abby St. George 

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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