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March 27, 2022 
Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35 
“How To Be More Blessed” 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 Common English Bible 
19 “Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth 
and rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. 20 Instead, 
collect treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don!t eat 
them and where thieves don!t break in and steal them. 21 Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Luke 6:38 Common English Bible 
38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good portion—packed down, firmly 
shaken, and overflowing—will fall into your lap. The portion you give will 
determine the portion you receive in return.” 
 
Acts 20:35 Common English Bible 
35 In everything I have shown you that, by working hard, we must help the 
weak. In this way we remember the Lord Jesus"!words: #It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 Common English Bible 
7 Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They 
shouldn’t!give with hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful 
giver.  
 
Two men crash a plane on a deserted island in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. They both survive the crash. Then just after their terrible ordeal 
one of the men walks all over the entire island and concludes that there is 
no food or fresh water. He goes back to where his friend is to explain their 
predicament. 
 
"I've searched this entire island and haven't found any food or water; we're 
going to die!" 
 
The other man says, "don't worry, I make $100,000 a week, we'll be fine." 
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"Yes, but don't you see, there's nothing to eat and without water we're 
doomed!" 
 
"Like I said, I make a hundred grand each week. Don't worry, we'll be 
home in a day or two" 
 
"Why in God's name do you keep saying that! How the heck is your money 
going to help us way out here? 
 
As the other guy sits there leaning back against the smashed plane he says 
with a smile "every Sunday at church I put my tithe of 10% from the 
$100,000 in the offering plate like the good book instructs. My minister 
will find me" 
 
A church got a new pastor, who the music minister immediately disliked. 
Eventually, their conflict spilled out into the Sunday services. 
The first week, the pastor preached about commitment and how we 
should dedicate our lives to serving one another. The music minister led 
the song "I Shall Not Be Moved." 
 
The second week, the pastor preached about tithing and how important it 
was for the congregation to contributed to the church. The music minister 
led the song "Jesus Paid it All." 
 
The third week, the pastor preached about gossiping and how we should 
all watch what we say about one another. The music minister led the song 
"I Love to Tell the Story." 
 
At this point, the pastor caught on. Embarrassed over how the music 
minister's feud with him was disrupting their services, he told the 
congregation the next week that he was thinking about resigning. The 
music minister led the song "Oh, Why Not Tonight?" 
 
And sure enough, the pastor did resign. In his farewell sermon the next 
week, he told the congregation that, as Jesus had called him to the 
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church, Jesus was now calling him away from the church. The music 
minister led the song "What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
 
Andrew moved from Cork to Dublin to open a flower shop. 
He was quite successful and through great marketing, quality product, and 
reasonable prices, Andrew's Flowers became the top garden shop in all 
Dublin. Some monks that had a stall set up nearby took notice and, since 
attendance at the local parish (and the accompanying tithing revenue) 
was way down, they decided to grow and sell their own flowers. Since 
they grew all their own produce, the monks were able to undercut Andrew 
at every turn and within 3 months, the monks had stolen nearly all his 
business. Afraid, running out of money, and growing desperate, Andrew 
hired local hard man Hugh McTaggart to go to the monks' stall under cover 
of darkness and destroy it. Then he was to go to their garden and use an 
herbicide on every bloom and blossom. That night, Hugh did his dark 
deeds. It proved effective. Devastated, the monks were unable to return 
to their previous domination of the market. Andrew's Flowers was, once 
again, supreme, proving once and for all that only Hugh can prevent florist 
friars. 
 
Plenty of times over the years I have heard folks complain that a pastor 
talks about money too much. And I get it. We are kind of in a peculiar 
situation, we pastors. We ask for money…and we use some of the money 
we raise…to pay our own salaries! Now, you all have been wonderful about 
this…and very generous as well. But talking about money can be very 
uncomfortable for all concerned. But here’s the thing…guess which 
subject Jesus discusses the most? Is it worship, prayer, Scripture reading 
or money/material possessions? Well, the answer is…Jesus talks about 
money/material possessions more than he speaks about worship, prayer, 
and Scripture study…COMBINED! Jesus makes pretty clear that our 
relationship with money can either hurt or support and heal our spiritual 
life!  
 
Adam Hamilton speaks about interviewing a tax return accountant named 
Dan Hutchins. Dan is writing a book about the tax returns of America’s 
presidents. He claims you can tell a lot about a person by their tax 
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returns. He says tax returns are a kind of “selfie”. One of the vice 
presidents had an income of around $200,000.00 and a very high mortgage 
interest deduction which indicated to Dan that the fellow and his family 
were on the edge of what they could afford housing wise. That indicated 
that most likely the charitable donations would be low…upon looking at 
the charitable amounts it was found the family only gave $300 to charity 
for that particular year which is about 1/10 of 1% of their income! 
 
Another interesting thing they noticed is that families who were generous 
with their charitable donations were much better credit risks than those 
who borrowed up to the limits of what they could. In other words, those 
who were charitable were showing they were concerned with the good of 
others and were much less likely to default on their loans. 
 
Luke 12 states, “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions!” In other words, the one with the most toys…does not win!  
 
I don’t know if you know this about me, but I like electronic gadgets about 
as much as the next guy. And sometimes they lure of that new Apple 
product is just too much for me. And…I don’t think I’m the only one! My 
brother was a car guy…he traded cars just about every year. He would get 
invites from Chrysler to come and see the new cars…while they were still 
in production! The local car dealer knew Jerry would be around soon 
whenever his car got more than a year or so old. Most of us have those 
material things which tempt us. For some it is houses, for some it’s cars, 
and for some it’s other things. But the important consideration is for us all 
to realize that a “good life” is not based in what we buy for 
ourselves…even though our culture advertises differently. That is why 
Jesus says, $Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where 
moth and rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. 
Instead, collect treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust 
don!t eat them and where thieves don!t break in and steal them. Where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
The question, then, is where is our heart? And maybe a follow up to that 
question is…Where do we want our hearts to be?  
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The Stoic philosophers said we should always give thanks for what we 
have…and as we are able to give thanks for what we have we will find 
contentment and freedom. As Hamilton and others have said, “You will 
find that you possess your possessions rather than your possessions 
possessing YOU!”  
 
So, as disciples of Christ we need to ask ourselves if we believe the Lord 
wants us to pay our tithes and offerings to the Church or not. In our 
Genesis study this week we read in chapter 14 of how Abram was visited 
by Melchizedek the King and Priest from Salem after Abram had freed Lot, 
his nephew, from being held captive by evil kings. To congratulate Abram 
Melchizedek, who was the King of Salem and a priest, brought wine and 
bread to celebrate and thank Abram for all he had done. It was then 
Abram gave a tithe or a tenth of everything to them. Later in Hebrews it 
once again explains that Melchizedek was a very special priest/king…in 
fact some believe he was a Godly being and perhaps even that he was an 
earthly presence of Jesus himself…though that is just conjecture…yet the 
important part is Abram felt blessed by God for being able to negotiate 
through all the battles he faced, and he felt the best possible response 
was to give a tithe of all he had acquired! And remember, Abram, 
Abraham was considered one of the most righteous people to have ever 
lived.  
 
So…I think it is clear that God desires us to be generous in our giving to 
others. We could disagree about what percentage we should use…and if 
one examines Jesus’ teachings carefully there is a story where he is 
talking to a young rich man and the fellow wants to know what he needs 
to do in order to have eternal life. Jesus tells him to obey the 
commandments, they discuss which ones…and then Jesus looks at him and 
says, $If you want to be complete, go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come 
follow me.” 
 
If you want to be complete…that’s the premise for giving as far as Jesus in 
concerned with the young rich fellow. So…why do we give in the church? 



 

 6 

Besides the obvious that the preacher wants to be paid…and we have to 
pay the bills to keep the building open? It is in order to help us all to find 
meaning and completeness in our lives. We exist for each other and we 
are called to care for what is entrusted to us.  
 
Folks will ask whether they should tithe 10% or not, and whether that 10% 
is figured before or after taxes. I don’t think there is a clear answer…I 
think it is simply important to keep in mind why we offer to God. And to 
remember what it is that is God’s or what God has given us and then we 
know that one of the ways we show a sincere thanks to God is through our 
offering to God.  
 
Hamilton tells the story of Arthur Brooks. Arthur served for about a 
decade as president of the American Enterprise Institute, and in the 
summer of 2019, he joined the faculty of the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard. He wrote the book, “Who Really Cares,” in 2006 
and in it he noted that the most generous people in America are those 
who are religious. He believes their faith motivates them to give not just 
to their churches but to everything else as well. His study of generosity 
showed that 91% of people who claim to be religious give to charity, 
compared with 66% of non-religious people. It is great that non-religious 
folks are generous with up to %’s giving to others…but a much larger % of 
religious folks give to others. 
 
In 2008 Brooks wrote the book, “Gross National Happiness: Why Happiness 
Matters for America—and How We Can Get More of it.” He says, “to the 
extent that happiness can be “bought” it is with charity…giving of effort, 
time and money “simply” makes people happier! 
 
Jesus said the same thing, “Give and it will be given to you. A good 
measure pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back! 
(Luke 6:38) 
 
It turns out a lot of scientific studies have shown ways the giving actually 
does bless the giver. Scientists have found from brain scans that when 
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people give it lights up the brains reward center that makes us feel happy. 
At the same time giving diminishes the amount of activity in the 
amygdala, which is where the brain produces worry and anxiety. Giving 
reduces stress and increases the sense of well-being, thereby increasing 
health and longevity and it even lowers blood pressure! 
 
Now the generous acts you do might be with things like tipping waitresses, 
or other folks who have helped us…we are simply to live in generosity! 
There is a program called UPTv and they filmed a video you can find on 
YouTube…watch it sometime, you will be moved to tears! In it they took 
young, poor school children from Atlanta and brought them into a room 
and asked them what they most wanted for Christmas. The answers were 
pretty typical. Lego’s, race cars, X-boxes, dolls, etc.…Then they asked 
those same children what their parents would want, and the kids thought 
about it and said things like, “Mom has never had a ring, she would like 
one.” or “Mom really needs a TV. or a necklace or as one child said, a 
coffeemaker.” And then they brought the kids back and showed them that 
they each would receive the gift they had requested and not only that, 
but they also had purchased the gift the kids selected for their 
parents…but the catch was they could only select one thing. So, the kids 
could either have what they each wanted for themselves…or they could 
get the gift they believed their parent would want. The results were 
amazing…every child they showed thought about it a while and then to a 
person they all picked to get the gift for their parent…they slid the gift 
they had wanted to the side and said they preferred to get the gift for 
Mom…or Dad.  
 
The interviewer was amazed, and he asked them to explain why they 
decided the way they did, and my favorite was a young African American 
student who said, “Because Lego’s don’t matter. My family matters…They 
are the ones who take care of me and do for me and give to me all the 
time…Family is more important!”  
 
Then after the kids all made that decision the kicker was, they got to 
keep both gifts and then the video shows them giving their special parent 
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the gift they had requested! Be sure to have a tissue handy when you 
watch! 
 
So…once again look at your hands. Remember we are to attend worship 
each week, online or in person and we are to pray 5 times a day; we are 
to study or ready five verses/chapters each week or day; we are to do 5 
acts of kindness in service each week; and we are to remember that the 
five fingers of our open hand represent five acts of extraordinary 
generosity towards others each month! We must practice generosity just 
like we need to practice a musical instrument, or shooting free throws, or 
fielding grounders, or preaching sermons (yeah, I know I need more 
practice!) When we practice generosity over and over it becomes a part of 
the rhythm of our lives, and our hearts become more attuned to God’s 
heart and God’s desire for us! And in turn we will walk more closely with 
him!  
 
How much is being generous? Is it 7%? 10%? Before or after taxes? I don’t 
know…that’s up to you and God. All I know is God challenges us to be 
generous and in Malachi 3:10 (one of Bill Robinson’s favorite passages) he 
says, “Bring the whole tenth-part to the storage house so there might be 
food in my house. Please test me in this, says the Lord of heavenly forces. 
See whether I do not open all the windows of the heavens for you and 
empty out a blessing until there is enough.” 
 
I think for me I often think…has the Lord been generous to me? And what 
should my response…my way of thanks…my act of generosity be? May we 
all want to have our hearts in tune with God’s heart! Amen. 1, 2 

 
1 Hamilton, Adam, “The Walk, Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life.”  
2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnZfRh_7tzw 


