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March 20, 2022 
Joshua 24:1-3; 14-25; Matthew 20:26, 28; Ephesians 2:10 
“At YOUR Service” 
 
Joshua 24:1-3; 14-25 Common English Bible 
24 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the 
elders of Israel, its leaders, judges, and officers. They presented 
themselves before God. 2 Then Joshua said to the entire people, !This is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: Long ago your ancestors lived on 
the other side of the Euphrates. They served other gods. Among them was 
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor. 3 I took Abraham your ancestor 
from the other side of the Euphrates. I led him around through the whole 
land of Canaan. I added to his descendants and gave him Isaac.  
14 “So now, revere the Lord. Serve him honestly and faithfully. Put aside 
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt 
and serve the Lord. 15 But if it seems wrong in your opinion to serve the 
Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. Choose the gods whom your 
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you live. But my family and I will serve the Lord.” 
16 Then the people answered, !God forbid that we ever leave the Lord to 
serve other gods! 17 The Lord is our God. He is the one who brought us 
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 
He has done these mighty signs in our sight. He has protected us the whole 
way we"ve gone and in all the nations through which we"ve passed. 18 The 
Lord has driven out all the nations before us, including the Amorites who 
lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 
19 Then Joshua said to the people, !You can"t serve the Lord, because he 
is a holy God. He is a jealous God. He won"t forgive your rebellion and 
your sins. 20 If you leave the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will 
turn around and do you harm and finish you off, in spite of having done 
you good in the past.” 21 Then the people said to Joshua, !No! The Lord is 
the one we will serve.” 22 So Joshua said to the people, !You are 
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” 
They said, !We are witnesses!” 23 “So now put aside the foreign gods that 
are among you. Focus your hearts on the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 The 
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people said to Joshua, !We will serve the Lord our God and will obey 
him.”25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people and 
established just rule for them at Shechem.  
 
Matthew 20:26, 28 Common English Bible 
26 But that"s not the way it will be with you. Whoever wants to be great 
among you will be your servant. 28. Just as the Human One didn"t come to 
be served but rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many 
people.” 
 
Ephesians 2:10 Common English Bible 
10 Instead, we are God"s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live 
our lives. 
 
Justice is a dish best served cold because if it was served warm it would 
be…just water! 
 
Did you know if you google, “Lost Medieval Servant Boy,” the results say, 
“Page not found!” 
 
Every day I go down to the Harbor and throw fish to a baby dolphin. My 
friends say it's a waste of time. 
But, I say that at least I'm serving a youthful porpoise. 
 
Several years ago three women at Church of the Resurrection, Rani, Leigh 
Marie, and Ginger, noticed that their furnishings ministry was receiving a 
large number of requests for children"s beds.1 As they looked into this, 
they learned that there were hundreds of children in Kansas City who 
didn"t have a bed of their own. These kids were sleeping on couches or on 
the floor.  
 
Believing that a good night"s sleep is important for children to do well in 
school, they felt God calling them to start a program focused on providing 
beds for kids from low-income families. Enlisting the support of the church 
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and working with schools and social service agencies in low-income 
communities, they went about providing new frames, box springs, 
mattresses, pillows, sheets, and blankets to kids in need. Their vision: 
every child in Kansas City has their own bed. As of the writing of this 
book, there are 4,672 children who now have beds to sleep on because 
Rani, Leigh Marie, and Ginger saw a need and said to God, !Here we are, 
Lord, use us.”  
 
Several years ago, two women in Geneseo, Anita, Rogean, and Vickie 
heard the pastor during a sermon…say that he believed there was a real 
need in the Geneseo area for a clothing pantry. He said, “Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if someone volunteered to head up a clothes closet and find a 
way to fulfill this need in our community?” So, Anita, Rogean and Vickie 
did just that. They found a structure that was empty and they started 
advertising for clothes…then they (along with their husbands and some 
other volunteers) started going out and loading up their vehicles and 
bringing the clothes back to the clothes closet location. There they sorted 
them, washed them if needed, and put them on display. Then they 
advertised some hours and invited the public to come in and help 
themselves to any clothes they wanted. This turned out to be a LOT of 
work for those two girls and the other volunteers…and it was utilized a lot 
for quite a while…serving a distinctive need for the families of that area. 
 
The first week we had the theme of worship/pray. Remember we are to 
attend worship, either online or in person every week and pray 5x per day 
like the five fingers of our hand. The second week was the theme of 
reading scripture and with that we were to read at least 5 verses per day 
and if you want to grow a bit you change that to 5 chapters/week. And if 
you want to read the Bible through in a year it is less than 5 chapters per 
day for the year. This week we have the theme of SERVICE. We are 
called…to serve! And again, I am relying heavily upon Adam Hamilton’s 
book, “The Walk” for the ideas of how we are to grow in each area of our 
Christian Walk.  
 
It turns out that the words for “serve”, “serving,” “service,” and 
“servant” appear over one thousand times in the Bible. And most often in 
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Scripture we learn that we are the servants of God. The Book of Joshua 
reaches its dramatic conclusion as Joshua, nearing death, says to the 
leaders and people of the Israelites, !So now, revere the Lord. Serve him 
honestly and faithfully. Put aside the gods that your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt and serve the Lord. 15 But if it seems 
wrong in your opinion to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will 
serve. Choose the gods whom your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. But my family and I 
will serve the Lord.” 
 
So, just before he was to die…after all he had been through, and all the 
battles fought and mostly won…the one thing Joshua wanted to be sure his 
people did…was to SERVE the Lord! Now the logical question is: what does 
it mean to serve the Lord? 
 
It turns out that we are called to serve God by doing his work and his will 
in our world. God works through us…through people to accomplish his will 
much of the time. The question we all should be seeking an answer to 
then is what is it that God calls us or needs us to do? Hamilton says we are 
to embody God’s love and justice, not just water…to help heal the world 
and to help others. 
 
In our study of Genesis this week we read that in chapter 6 of Genesis God 
looked at what the people he had made were doing to each other and he 
was filled with regret. It says God is sorry he made humans! God did not 
like and was heartbroken by the evil and injustice in which humans were 
involved! 
 
So…do you suppose God is still heartbroken at times by what God sees 
humanity doing in our world today? How about bombing a theater where it 
was clearly labeled “Children” in Russian. It was believed on Thursday 
that several hundred innocents were trapped in the theater even though it 
was marked as having children seeking safety within its walls.  
 
Did this break God’s heart?  
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How about Russian soldiers attacking hospitals and then using those places 
and especially their patients as human shields? God’s heart must surely be 
breaking.  
 
It turns out that folks have been called to SERVE God for thousands of 
years. Here’s what God says through the prophet Isaiah, “What should I 
think about all your sacrifices, says the Lord? I’m fed up with entirely 
burned offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts. I don’t want the 
blood of bulls, lambs, and goats. When you come to appear before me 
who asked this from you, the trampling of my temple’s courts? Stop 
bringing worthless offerings…your incense repulses me. (Isaiah 1:11-13) 
 
The people had been doing what they hoped was enough. They had been 
worshiping God by bringing their sacrifices…by attending worship such as 
it was. But evidently, they were not serving the Lord…and God wanted 
more than just offerings. God wanted the People and their service! 
 
Look at Jesus…do you even get the idea that all Jesus wants from his 
people is to attend worship, take the sacraments, and give in the offering? 
Can you actually look at what Jesus tells his audiences and come away 
with the idea he is completely content with folks just attending Temple, 
giving offerings, and even praying some? Is there any place you can find 
where God says, “Just give me 10% of you and your life and I’ll be 
content?”  
 
Back to my personal favorite verse (Micah 6:6-8) and its immediate 
proceeding verses,  
6 “With what should I approach the Lord and bow down before God on 
high? Should I come before him with entirely burned offerings, with year-
old calves? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with many torrents of 
oil? Should I give my oldest child for my crime, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my spirit?  
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So, is all that enough? IS that ALL the Lord requires? See how Micah 
answers his own question as he relates what God has told him when he 
says in my favorite verse… 
8 He has told you, human one, what is good and what the Lord requires 
from you: to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your 
God. (Micah 6:6-8) 
 
Another place where God tells his people how to be is right before we get 
the very famous words about how a perfect woman is to be. Proverbs 
31:8-9 says, “Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and for the rights of all 
who are vulnerable. 9 Speak out in order to judge with righteousness and 
to defend the needy and the poor.” 
 
Consider the principles upon which our beloved country is founded…look 
at the Pledge of Allegiance where it says, with liberty and justice for all 
who look and act like me! Oh wait…that is NOT what it says is it? It says, 
One Nation, Under God, Indivisible…with liberty and justice for all. So, 
how can we be a nation that works for justice for all in light of the way 
things are in our world? 
 
Matthew 25 has a famous teaching of Jesus when he tells his listeners 
about how folks during the time of judgement will be divided into two 
groups, like sheep and goats, and on one side it will be those who fed, 
gave water and clothing, visited the imprisoned, welcomed the strangers, 
and healed the sick. And on the other side it will be those who did not do 
those things. And guess what…for both groups each time they encountered 
someone who was hungry, naked, thirsty, a foreigner (stranger), in prison, 
or sick…they were actually interacting and encountering not just the 
person they see before them they…WE…are encountering JESUS himself. 
As we treat the least of these…we are treating Jesus is what Matthew 
says.  
 
One of the things I have always loved about being a Methodist is our 
history. For not only were we about building churches in which to hold 
services of worship, we have also always been about building, schools, 
colleges (including Black Colleges…have you seen the Great Debaters?), 
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hospitals, and clinics, orphanages, children’s homes, day cares, ministries 
for the homeless, feeding programs, training for job development, and 
many other ministries. The Methodists have always been about so much 
more than just getting together to talk about our worship…we have been 
about SERVING the God we seek to worship! Look at how we support other 
ministries…in the last 10 years we have given over $350,000.00 to help 
others. All of this from a church that has around 300 members. And if you 
haven’t noticed we also have been raising funds to build a building…rumor 
has it, it will be completed sometime this year! We have plenty more we 
could and should be doing…but we are working toward the goal of serving 
as we are called.  
 
Another thing about serving…it turns out that God is kind a smart in 
requiring us to be about serving others. I doubt this will surprise 
anyone…but studies have found that folks who serve others…are happier 
and healthier as a result. A study in the book, “Why Good Things Happen 
to Good People,” involved 137 people who suffered from Multiple 
Sclerosis. Some of the patients met once a week with a physician who had 
experience in caring for people with MS. Another group received a weekly 
phone call from a fellow MS sufferer who simply offered support and 
encouragement. It turns out the five MS sufferers who were doing the 
phone calling showed improvement in THEIR disease simply by offering 
encouragement to others! So, the act of supporting, encouraging, and 
helping others…in other words serving them…had a wonderful benefit for 
the ones who were supposed to be offering the help to others. And 
according to the Mayo Clinic regarding some research they did concerning 
serving others and the beneficial effects of it…they found that 
volunteering reduced the risk of depression, the volunteers were more 
mentally and physically fit, they had lower stress levels. All of these point 
to the wisdom of God in requiring us to serve and to care for others.  
 
Also…one other study followed 2,000 people for five years. The ones who 
said they were “very happy” just happened to also be the ones who 
volunteered about six hours per month on average. Think about the 
commandments of Jesus. We are to Love God, Love Each other, and we 
are to DO to others as we would want them to DO to us.  



 

 8 

 
As United Methodists one of our General Rules is to “Do all the good we 
can, to all the people we can, in all the ways we can!”  
 
So…consider this, look at your hand…once again there are those five 
fingers. The challenge in this week’s teaching is for us to do five acts of 
intentional kindness every week. So basically, one a day for the five 
workdays I suppose. If you did those five acts of kindness every week 
times 52 weeks a year = 260 kind acts every year. Now remember I said we 
have about 300 members. So how about this number…if all 300 of us did 5 
acts of kindness each week, then in a year we would have done 78,000 
acts of kindness each year! One small act of kindness I like to 
do…especially when my sciatica is not acting up…is when I see some litter, 
I try to pick up at least some of it and throw it away. Anita and I have 
organized community clean up days at other churches…I’m not sure why 
we haven’t done that here…but if you spend any time walking or biking 
the streets of Monmouth you know there is a definite need for it. What if 
someone in our congregation organized a community cleanup day…invited 
us to come and help…and then we took pictures, etc.…of us picking up 
litter to simply make our community a little bit cleaner and safer?  
 
So…the five fingers on our hands…five times/day for prayer; five 
verses/chapters of scripture, and five acts of kindness (being in service) 
each week!  It turns out there are a LOT of ways to be in service to our 
Lord. I told you in the beginning that back before we went in the ministry, 
Anita and two of her friends heard the pastor ask about someone 
organizing a clothes closet and those three young women did exactly that! 
Jesus directs us to be in service…Joshua declares that for he and his house 
they have decided that they will serve the Lord. So…what is your decision? 
There is plenty of room in the service of the Lord for all! Amen. 1  
 

 
1 Hamilton, Adam, “The Walk”, 2019 Abingdon Press.  


