
Lenten Lay Breakfast Series 

The 45th Annual Lenten Lay Breakfast series got underway Friday, 
February 28, 2020, and will continue each Friday morning through 
Good Friday, April 10, 2020.  Strom Center will again be the host 
for the series.  Breakfast begins at 6:30 a.m. with the program from 
7:15-7:45 a.m.  The breakfast series is sponsored by the Warren 
County Ministerial Association.  Listed below is the schedule of 
breakfasts and the church that will have the program. 

March 6                    First Lutheran 
March 13          Faith Presbyterian 
March 20          Fairview Center/Cameron Christian  
March 27              Immaculate Conception  
April 3              First United Methodist  
April 10              Heritage Bible Church 

 

SPRING FORWARD 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed Saturday March 8th. 
 
For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip 
cards for birthdays or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds.  A list of participating retailers for you to take is on the table in the 
hallway.  Cards on hand right now in the church office are Pizza Hut and Dairy Queen.  Many other cards 
are also available online. 

Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year-round. Consider scheduling a 
recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to remember to write checks. 
Even when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your 
electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. Get started today!!  Visit our 
web-site at http://www.comejourneywithus.com to set up your online contribution.  It’s safe and secure!! 

 
 
 

Monmouth  
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 



 
 
               Jon’s Jottings 

As I write this article, I do not know what the results of my bone marrow 
biopsy will be.  I do have a preliminary report and that looks pretty 
good…at least what I can understand of it…so we will see what the full 
report says.  The interesting thing to me is that even though they are 
testing me for the same type of cancer that my brother died from and at 
the age he was when he died, I have not had much anxiety about the 
results of this biopsy.  I wish I could say that this was because I am a 
fellow of extreme faith but the simple truth is I think I’m maybe in denial 
as much as anything. 

My brother was diagnosed with MDS, Myelodysplastic Syndrome, when 
he was about 58 years old.  He had been through a ruptured aortic 
aneurism and open-heart surgery…so he was very familiar with life 
threatening events.  Our mother was as well.  She had her first major heart 
attack when she was about 45 and throughout her life she struggled with 
several different medical conditions.  As a child she had Rheumatic 
Fever and all the other childhood ailments, then by her 40’s she had 
Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, Arthritis, Vision Problems, Heart 
Disease, a Stroke, and some other ailments.  But my brother, Jerry, and 
my mom always kept a very positive attitude and a will to keep on 
keeping on!  I learned from two of the best it seems.   

It is certainly interesting that my appointment to find out the results of 
the bone marrow biopsy happens to be on Ash Wednesday.  We 

remember that on Ash Wednesday, which is the beginning of the season 
of Lent, we get ashes placed on our foreheads and once again hear the words, “From Ash you came and to Ash you 
shall return…repent and believe in the gospel.”  This is a day that reminds us that the ashes that are placed on our 
heads are the burnt remains of the previous year’s Palms from Palm Sunday that were used to welcome Jesus into 
Jerusalem at the beginning of the week that saw him being persecuted and executed just a few days later.  

Ash Wednesday is a reminder that God took the dust of the earth and formed it into a human and breathed the breath 
of life into it.  It is a reminder that we are all at our basic nature…the dust of the ground, or as some would say…we are 
stardust.  And someday our bodies will return to that state.   

In my job I have officiated (if that is the right word) at many funerals.  I have been the pastor preaching at the funerals 
for infants, centenarians, and all the ages in between.  There have been sudden deaths and long lingering ones.  And 
there is something else I believe about every one of those deaths…at each one God with God’s Spirit was present!  
When it says in the 23rd Psalm, “Yay though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death…thou ART with me.”  I 
believe it!  God is always present and especially at those times.   

And in addition to all of this, I hope and believe God has eternity all figured out and that we can trust God with our 
eternal souls.   

All of that being said…I am in absolutely no hurry to find out what eternity will be like.  I enjoy life and I love the 
living of it!  I am blessed far beyond what I deserve with an amazing family and equally as amazing friends.  And on 
top of all that I truly feel that each of you are a part of my church family.  I have been very humbled and touched by all 
the well wishes, thoughts, and prayers being offered on my behalf.  I joked that the Administrative Council voted to see 
if they would pray for my healing and the vote came out 5-4 in favor…but in all honesty I know and appreciate all the 
loving and thoughtful prayers and wishes. 



In other words, …Thank you!  I don’t know what the future holds…but as the saying goes, I know who holds the 
future.  I pray for a blessed Lent for all of us! 

Shalom, 

Jon  

 

Greetings from Grace Place- 

 Landon Andrews won our big candy bar drawing this month and 
he chose to present his extra candy bar to Jay and Kay 
Newton!  Congratulations to them all. 

We have just finished our study on Adam and Eve and are now 
learning about Noah.  We found out that Noah was a righteous 
man in the sight of God.  He and his family were living in world 
full of not so nice people.  Sin was EVERYWHERE!  So God 
told Noah to build this boat that we all know as an ark.  The 

children have learned the measurements of the ark, what kind of wood it was made of, and what Noah 
covered it with, inside and out!!  Noah met a lot of resistance trying to build this ark. Everyone thought he 
was crazy because it hadn't rained there for a very long time!  Noah didn't listen to the criticism. Noah was 
obedient to God and he persevered. Noah and his family did exactly what God told them to do.  They 
loaded the ark with all of the animals and extra ones for food and sacrifices.  When the time was right... the 
door to the ark was closed!!!!  Do you know who shut that door??????  Noah taught us to always listen to 
God and do what He tells us even if it is hard.  He will be with us through it all. 
Psalm 145:20--THE LORD WATCHES OVER ALL WHO LOVE HIM!!!! 

Blessings, 
The Grace Place Gang 

 
GRACE Place would appreciate Easter Candy donations to help fill Easter eggs. 

 

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

Courtyard Estates - "Love" was the theme of the music and message for our time at Courtyard on February 

15th.  Marlene Edwards played the piano; Penny Vaughn led the singing and Pastor Jon gave the devotion.  Our next 
time there will be March 21st.  Even though it will be after St Patrick's Day, plan to come to hear some good Irish 
tunes.  All are welcome to join us. 
 
Prayer for the church and Bible study are both on Wednesday mornings.  Prayer for the church at 9:30, followed at 10 

with Bible study.  We are currently studying the book of Galatians. 
 
The Senior Book Nook now has a new selection of books.  Many this month are books by Joyce Meyer.  You are 

invited to take a book to read for pleasure and/or to keep it as a part of your library. 
 
Each week church members deliver sermons to our home bound.  We can always use help with this ministry.  Please 

contact Joyce Clark (309-299-5682) if you are interested. 
 
Your suggestions and ideas for senior ministries are always welcome. 
 
Joyce Clark 



HEALING TOUCH 

Healing Touch is a compassionate energy therapy in which practitioners use their hands to facilitate and 
support your physical, emotional, mental and spiritual health.  Research suggests that it benefits those who 
receive it.   

Healing touch: 

Reduces pain and anxiety 

Relieves stress and depression 

Provides support during chemotherapy 

Strengthens the immune system 

Creates a sense of well being 

Enhances recovery from surgery 

Deepens spiritual connection 

Supports the dying process 

A typical session lasts 60 minutes or less.  There is no charge. If you wish to schedule a session, please call 
Chris Moore (309-337-4162) or Joyce Clark (309-299-5682).  If you just prefer to have a prayer for healing, 
you may also call Penny Vaughn (309-371-3596). There is also information available to help you if you are 
preparing for surgery. 

Pastor Carolyn Weber is scheduling appointments in the chapel for March Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
and afternoons. Schedule by calling or texting Carolyn at 310-908-8396. 

 

UMW 

 CIRCLES: 

DEBORAH CIRCLE: March 11th at 9:30a.m. Deborah Circle will be hosted by Lois Kelly and Susie Geer will give 
the Program. 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE: March 19th at 1:30 p.m. (NEW time) Priscilla Circle will meet with Anita Sims sharing the 
Program in the Lounge. 

LADIES! PLEASE note that we now have a morning and an afternoon Circle for you to participate in each month. 
You are always welcome to come to our meetings and the events planned throughout the year.  Circle Directories are 
available for you at the welcome table in the hallway. Many thanks to Lois Kelly for all of her work on producing 
them.  

 EVERYONE WELCOME 

An opportunity for everyone to be part of the Annual Prayer and Self-Denial Program in the Chapel on Saturday 
morning, March 7th at 9:30. Pastor Sims will lead the program "Let Us Shine": We Rise; Meeting God's Call to Transform 
Communities". Pam Moore will provide special music. A Special Offering will be taken to benefit the many Missions 
that United Methodist Women help to support.  



Worldwide United Methodist Women provides support for 93 UMW related National Mission Institutions and 
Colleges, Internationally, UMW annually supports more than 150 programs in more than 110 countries. Mission 
money provides scholarships to more than 73 students enrolled in institutions of higher education in 18 countries. 
Also, UMW supports eight regional missionaries, reaching 49 countries and the Caribbean. Join us in the Chapel on 
the 7th - it will be a good opportunity as we journey in the Lenten Season. 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday: April 5th 8:30am & 10:30am (Children bringing in the palms)  

Maunday Thursday: April 9th 7:00pm @ FUMC (Communion Service) 

Tenebrae Service, Good Friday: April 10th 7:00pm @ FUMC  

Easter Breakfast: April 12th 7:30am – 10:00am  

Easter Sunday Services: April 12th 8:30am & 10:30am  

 

Church World Service Blankets are needed all over the World during disasters and urgent humanitarian 
crisis.  For 60 years Church World Service has learned that lesson well and during emergencies the first 
thing they provide is a blanket for warmth, comfort and shelter.  The cost of each blanket is $10.00.  Over 
15,000 blankets were given out in the United States by C.W.S., 4,000 blankets were given 
internationally. Blanket Sunday is Sunday, March 15. 
 
 
Cookies needed for our College Care Packages.  If you know of a college student, you may turn in their 
name and address to the church office.  On Thursday, April 16 we will fill boxes to be sent to college 
students prior to their spring finals.  If you would like to make cookies, 3 per baggie are needed. Watch for 
the sign-up sheet in the hallway in March. 

 

Rise! Take Your Mat & Walk, World Day of Prayer will be at Fairview Center Church at 1:30 pm on 
Friday, March 6. 

 

A new flower calendar for 2020 is posted in the hallway.  The flowers on the altar each Sunday are placed 

there by people in the congregation to remember a loved one, in celebration of special events, to honor 
someone, or “just because.”  Choose an appropriate date and sign up soon to commemorate your special 
times in 2020.  

 

March 22, UMCOR Sunday (formerly one great hour of sharing) makes all of the other United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) programs possible.  The UMCOR Sunday offering funds the cost of doing 
business for UMCOR.  Any gifts that are over and above UMCOR’s administrative costs go to where they 
are most needed.  Often, they support under-funded programs. 

 

Announcements 



 

Please join us for a retirement party in honor of Jan Gebauer for her 38 years of dedicated service.  There 
will be a reception in the chapel on Sunday, March 8 between the two church services starting at 9:30 
am.  There will be a money tree that you can contribute to if you would like.  

 

SPRD District Spring Celebration Saturday, March 14 at Good hope UMC 9 am -11:15 am Personal 
growth, 11:15 am – 12 pm Fellowship & Brunch (Free will donation) 12 pm Spring Celebration with special 
guest Connie Wieck. 

 

Lessie Bates Davis Home is in need of T-shirts (boys & girls) and Men’s underwear (all sizes). 

Cunningham Hope gifts include:  Men’s Body Wash, Gift Cards for Walmart, McDonald’s and Amazon 
and Box Tops for Education. 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

If you have a birthday in March and you’re not listed here, 
please give the church office a call. 

1 Alexa Anderson 18 Norman Skov 
 Ava Anderson  Lindsey Munson 
 Nathaniel Anderson 20 Adam Carlson 
 Shirley Ray  Tamia King 
4 Ray Clark 21 Ron Stombaugh 
 Jamie Ray  Brent Chandler 
 Greg Ray 23 Helen Paul 
5 Phil Porter  Janet Stevenson 
6 Bill Spence 24 Dillon Frieden 
7 McKenna Carlson 25 Anne McIntosh 
9 Rusty Boostrom 26 Kevin Murk 
 Shannon Edwards  Jen Rexroat 
 Daxton Hall  Rogan Rexroat 
 Hudson Hall 28 Dave Bates 
 Lisa Betourne  Hank Crede 
10 Marion Duncan  Lane Frieden 
 Mary Ellen Kauzlarich 29 Ann Edwards 
11 Rayven Petri  Sue Wilson 
13 John Perrin 30 Jeff Moore 
 Martha Hillman  Bethel Amouzouvik 
15 Ken Boyer 31 Teresa Armstrong 
18 Alan Betourne   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A RECORD OF OUR FAITHFULNESS 

 Church School 8:30 AM 10:30 AM Total Worship 

2/2/20 38 63 51 114 

2/9/20 34 81 44 125 

2/16/20 38 91 46 137 

2/23/20 43 84 38 122 

Average 38 80 45 125 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts   Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators - Adam & Michelle Carlson 

  certified lay Servant - Sue Clark 

 


