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June 5, 2022 
Acts 2:1-21 
“Cold Fusion Spirit” 
 
Acts 2:1-21 Common English Bible 
1 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a 
sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each 
one of them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 5 There were pious Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd 
gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 
languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people 
who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then can each of us hear them 
speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as well as 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome 
(both Jews and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the mighty works of God in our own languages!” 12 They were all surprised and 
bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does this mean?” 13 Others jeered at 
them, saying, “They’re full of new wine!” 14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. 
He raised his voice and declared, “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know 
this! Listen carefully to my words! 15 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; after 
all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 16 Rather, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 17 In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young will see visions. Your elders will dream 
dreams. 18 Even upon my servants, men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above 
and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. 20 The sun will be 
changed into darkness, and the moon will be changed into blood, before the great and 
spectacular day of the Lord comes. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. 
 
Do you know what you call a fusion between Jazz and Punk music? Yep…it’s Junk! 
 
You hear about the new restaurant that is a fusion between Asian food and African 
food? It’s called…”Wok like an Egyptian" 
 
While in my backyard the other day, I noticed a large gravitationally confined plasma 
thermo-nuclear fusion reactor. Being an engineer, I saw that it was radiating huge 
amounts of energy at very high velocity in the form of incredibly high frequency 
transversely polarized Maxwellian electromagnetic waves. Normally, Maxwellian waves 
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are invisible, but these waves, I could actually see! The frequency was so high, I am 
certain that the ionizing radiation could cause cancer, not to mention some very nasty 
radiation burns. However, it was there, and I wanted to put it to good use. So I 
purchased a condensed matter quantum physics band-gap based electromagnetic-
wave-to-electricity transducer. I used the transduced fusion generated electricity to run 
my computer to type this post. It works really great...except at night. Or when it's 
cloudy. You see…this is actually describing the power of the sun…solar power.  
 
I have a confession to make. I subscribe to the Journal of Homiletics. Every week they 
publish a sermon and several stories/illustrations about the lectionary scripture for the 
week. Some weeks I use a story or two and some weeks I don’t use anything at all and 
once in a while…I use a lot of the published sermon…putting it in my words of course. I 
always try to footnote what I’ve used and I don’t feel bad about using this journal at all. 
It always gives me a great way to “jump start” the sermon for the week. This first story 
today is directly found in the Journal and it is quoting from a TIME magazine article. I’m 
telling you all this because…honestly…I knew very little about Fusion energy as I got 
started this week! 
 
Aryn Baker, in TIME magazine writes about Fusion power by saying, “One of my 
favorite bar signs is the one that promises “Free beer tomorrow.” That’s how I’ve 
always thought of nuclear fusion — a (theoretically) cheap, pollution-free and 
inexhaustible energy source, the promise of which has pretty much been a decade 
away ever since the technology was first tested 70 years ago. 
 
When “nuclear energy” is discussed, it’s almost always in reference to nuclear fission, 
which generates energy by splitting atoms — and is the source of power for nuclear 
weapons and all of the nuclear generators in operation today. 
 
Nuclear fusion, on the other hand, occurs when two positively charged nuclei merge. 
It’s the same kind of reaction that powers our sun. … That fusion releases energy, and 
if maintained, the ongoing reaction creates more energy than it consumes. 
 
Electricity generated through fusion has no emissions, minimal waste, and there is no 
risk of out-of-control meltdowns like Chernobyl. The fuel, derived from helium or 
hydrogen, is cheap and plentiful.  That’s the theory. 
 
Thus in order to generate power, the reaction would need to be self-perpetuating. For 
the scientists pursuing the atomic equivalent of tomorrow’s free beer, launching a self-
sustaining fusion reaction is still tantalizingly out of reach. But it is getting closer. 
 
New advances … have led to a number of essential breakthroughs in recent months.  
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“Fusion was always 10 years to forever away. It was about science; it was about 
research,” says Jane Hotchkiss, a 30-year veteran of the renewable energy industry. 
… “Now that we have a new generation of commercially focused physicists and 
engineers racing to put it into practical use, there is hope for the future.”1 
 
Here’s a brief history of energy…Two hundred years before the birth of Christ, coal 
mining started in China. Then, about 800 years later, the first windmill was constructed 
in Iran. Human beings have always needed power, and for centuries, they have pulled 
it from both the ground and the air. 
 
Around the year 1700, the Maori people began to use geothermal power for cooking 
and heating. In 1868, the first modern solar power plant was built in Algiers. We think 
of geothermal and solar as being new technologies, but they’re not. 
 
Then, in 1859, the first oil well was drilled in Pennsylvania. This fueled the gas-
powered automobile developed by Karl Benz in 1885. And of course as we all know oil 
and gas are at the heart of the internal combustion engines that have propelled cars 
and trucks ever since. And this past week I paid the most I’ve ever paid for a gallon of 
gas…which makes us all upset!  
 
Energy is vital and necessary and often very expensive. For years folks have been 
searching for a way to have power that is cheap and easily replenished.  
 
New energy was also discovered on the day of Pentecost. The followers of Jesus were 
gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate a Jewish holiday, called Pentecost or “The Festival 
of Weeks.” It was a harvest festival, but also a time to give thanks for the gift of the law 
to Moses on Mount Sinai. The people of God were thankful for this law, which gave 
them inspiration and structure for their lives. It was in essence their power. 
 
When the Holy Spirit entered a house full of Jesus-followers, it created a new kind of 
power. It filled the apostles with new life, new energy…new enthusiasm…and new 
boldness..it enabled them to communicate with a diverse group of people, speaking in 
their own language and potentially fulfilling the prophecy of Joel. The Spirit made this 
possible! Everyone needs power and energy to do their work. 
 
Acts tells us that when the day of Pentecost had come, the followers of Jesus “were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 

 
1 —Aryn Baker, !Nuclear Fusion Finally Finds Its Place in the Sun,” TIME, November 24, 2021. 
https://time.com/6123622/nuclear-fusion-viability/. 
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filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability” (Acts 2:1-4). 
 
The Holy Spirit came with “a sound like the rush of a violent wind.” Like the “wind from 
God” that swept over the face of the waters on the first day of creation (Genesis 1:2). 
Like the breath that Jesus breathed on his disciples when he said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit” (John 20:22). Wind, breath, Spirit — they are all the same creative and life-
giving gift from God. 
 
Spirit is “the power of life that is in you,” says Presbyterian author Frederick Buechner. 
“When your spirit is unusually strong, the life in you unusually alive, you can breathe it 
into other lives, become literally in-spiring.” That’s exactly what God did on Pentecost. 
God “breathed and continues to breathe” into creation, says Buechner. God’s breath 
filled the apostles and inspired them, giving them the ability to go out and speak about 
God’s deeds of power to the Jews from every nation who were living in Jerusalem. The 
apostles were suddenly able to speak in a variety of languages, and the people “were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean? ’But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine’”2 (Acts 2:12-13). 
 
Yes, when the Holy Spirit filled the apostles with new energy, new life and new ways of 
communicating, the people around them simply assumed they were drunk. In a sense, 
they were — drunk on God’s breath, and the source of power, God’s Spirit. 
 
God created a new power source which gave the apostles a clean and sustainable 
source of energy. Unlike coal, oil or natural gas, the Spirit will not run out. Unlike the 
wind…it is always blowing. Unlike geothermal, it does not require drilling. And unlike 
solar, it is available even on cloudy days. All we have to do is ask for it. 
 
A prime example of the Spirit’s power is found in the speech of the apostle Peter. This 
was the same Peter who had denied Jesus three times, saying, “I do not know him,” “I 
am not [a follower of Jesus],” and “I do not know what you are talking about!” (Luke 
22:57-60). But once the Spirit came to him, he was filled with new energy, new life and 
new courage in communication. 
 
Acts tells us that Peter raised his voice and addressed the crowd, saying, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose” (Acts 2:14-15). The Holy Spirit gave 
Peter the courage he needed to stand up to the skeptical crowd and speak boldly 
about what God was doing in the world, based on the prophecy of Joel. The prophet 

 
2 Buechner, Frederick. Wishful Thinking: A Seeker"s ABC (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, (1973, 1993), 
110-111. 
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had said that God would pour out the Spirit on all people, and then “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (v. 21). 
 
In the church today we can still tap into this new kind and source of power. It is 
available to us all. And as we get ready to move into our new place of worship we can 
use this base as a impetus for trying other “new” things as well. I’m not sure what all 
those will be or what they will even look like. But I know the potential and the promise 
is there for us to tap. Shane Claiborne is one of my current favorite Christian authors 
and activists. In his book, “The Irresistible Revolution”, he points out that “the early 
Christian church was known as the Way. It was a way of life that stood in glaring 
contrast to the world. Of course, everyone was forewarned that in this kingdom 
everything is backward and upside-down — the last are first and the first are last, the 
poor are blessed and the mighty are cast from their thrones.”3 
 
Convinced that the Christian Way is a life-giving way, Shane and a group of friends 
moved into a small row house in a poor section of Philadelphia in 1997. Since then, 
they have shared food with folks who need it and run a community store out of their 
house. They have reclaimed abandoned lots and planted gardens in the concrete 
jungle. They have rehabbed abandoned houses and made friends with people in 
prison and on death row. Shane and his friends have seen a vision of another way to 
live — the Christian way. It is inspired by the Holy Spirit and directed toward changing 
the world for the better. Shane even makes or wears a lot of home made clothes as a 
way to be a better steward of God’s people and gifts.  
 
As we move into our new building…may we use the ever-replenishing power of God’s 
Spirit to encourage us, to challenge us, and to embolden us to do amazing ministries 
and acts in our community through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
3 Claiborne, Shane. The Irresistible Revolution:Living as an Ordinary Radical (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 
2006), 117-124. 


