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June 26, 2022 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 
“I’ll Bring the Fruit!” 
 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Common English Bible 
5 1 Christ has set us free for freedom. Therefore, stand firm and don!t submit to the 
bondage of slavery again. 
13 You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only don!t let this freedom be 
an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses, but serve each other through love. 
14 All the Law has been fulfilled in a single statement: Love your neighbor as 
yourself.[a] 15 But if you bite and devour each other, be careful that you don!t get 
eaten up by each other! 16 I say be guided by the Spirit and you won!t carry out your 
selfish desires. 17 A person!s selfish desires are set against the Spirit, and the Spirit is 
set against one!s selfish desires. They are opposed to each other, so you shouldn!t do 
whatever you want to do. 18 But if you are being led by the Spirit, you aren!t under 
the Law. 19 The actions that are produced by selfish motives are obvious, since they 
include sexual immorality, moral corruption, doing whatever feels good, 20 idolatry, 
drug use and casting spells, hate, fighting, obsession, losing your temper, 
competitive opposition, conflict, selfishness, group rivalry, 21 jealousy, drunkenness, 
partying, and other things like that. I warn you as I have already warned you, that 
those who do these kinds of things won!t inherit God!s kingdom. 22 But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against things like this. 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the self with its passions and its desires. 25 If 
we live by the Spirit, let!s follow the Spirit.  
 
Luke 9:51-62 Common English Bible 
51 As the time approached when Jesus was to be taken up into heaven, he 
determined to go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers on ahead of him. Along the 
way, they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his arrival, 53 but the 
Samaritan villagers refused to welcome him because he was determined to go to 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do you 
want us to call fire down from heaven to consume them?” 55 But Jesus turned and 
spoke sternly to them, 56 and they went on to another village. 
57 As Jesus and his disciples traveled along the road, someone said to him, "I will 
follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, "Foxes have dens and the birds in the 
sky have nests, but the Human One has no place to lay his head.” 
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59 Then Jesus said to someone else, "Follow me.” He replied, "Lord, first let me go 
and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead. But 
you go and spread the news of God!s kingdom.” 
61 Someone else said to Jesus, "I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say good-bye 
to those in my house.” 62 Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand on the plow 
and looks back is fit for God!s kingdom.” 
 
Prediction: There will be a minor Baby Boom in 9 months, and then one day in 2033 
we will witness the rise of The Quaranteens! 
 
Engineers were preparing to build a highway in the middle of the Amazon Forest 
when a native walked up and told them to seek shelter because there would be 
heavy rain in 2 hours. The engineers looked up at the clear sky, didn't heed the man's 
prediction and continued with their work. In exactly 2 hours it poured heavily. The 
following day the native showed up again and told them not to worry it would be 
sunny for 4 days Sure enough it was sunny the entire 4 days. On the 5th day he 
showed up again in the morning and told them it would be too hot to work in the 
afternoon. It did get too hot in the afternoon. The following day the lead engineer 
dispatched a few of his juniors to seek the wise native, gift him some cash and ask 
for his prediction of the weather. They found the man in his homestead; he accepted 
the gift and gave them his prediction. This carried on for 3 months whilst the 
engineers worked to setup the highway.  
 
One morning, as had become their routine the junior engineers went to seek the wise 
native with their daily cash gift to enquire about the day's weather. After accepting 
the cash, the wise man had bad news. "My radio ran out of batteries last night so I 
didn't listen to the weather forecast unfortunately I can't help you today." 
 
People are not very good at predicting the future…When the Covid-19 pandemic hit 
the United States in March 2020, many of us thought we!d be home for a few weeks. 
The virus would pass through the country, and then we!d all be back to school, work 
and church. 
 
We thought we!d surely be able to gather for Easter Sunday in April! Well … it didn!t 
exactly turn out that way…Most of us did make it back for Easter … in April of the 
next year. 
 
But our vision of a quick end to the pandemic was not the most boneheaded 
prediction of all time. All through history, people have made terrible assessments of 
what a good next step would be. 



 

 3 

 
In The Washington Post, columnist John Kelly lists a number of real stinkers. In the 
year 1486, a royal committee was gathered in Spain. They said it would be wrong for 
the king and the queen to provide funding for an Italian explorer named Christopher 
Columbus. The committee members insisted that sailing west to Asia would take a 
ridiculously long three years. And why would anyone want to spend so much time at 
sea? They believed that there was nothing between Europe and Asia but a vast and 
featureless ocean. 
 
"Don!t do it!” they advised. But the king and queen decided to fund Columbus 
anyway. He landed in the Bahamas in October 1492, starting a movement of 
globalization that continues to this day. Yes, there was a terrible human cost to this 
movement, especially among the indigenous peoples. And problems continue with 
globalization today. But the Spanish committee of 1486 was wrong to assume that 
there was nothing of value between Europe and Asia. 
 
The value of land has always been tough to predict. Nearly 400 years after the 
journey of Columbus, a congressman from New York named Orange Ferriss couldn!t 
believe that the United States would be willing to pay Russia $7 million for the 
Alaska Territories. That might have seemed like a lot of money, but it was still a 
good deal — just two cents per acre. Ferriss complained to his fellow congressmen, 
"Of what possible commercial importance can this territory be?” 
  
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus knows exactly where he needs to go — “he set his face to 
go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). The importance of that city to his ministry and mission 
is very clear to Jesus. But confusion arises on his way to Jerusalem, causing his 
disciples and a number of potential followers to make some problematic predictions. 
 
First, two disciples enter a village of the Samaritans and attempt to arrange some 
hospitality. But the Samaritans do not receive Jesus, because they are not supportive 
of his plans to go to Jerusalem. James and John are incensed. Predicting Jesus#!
reaction, they say to him, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them?” (v. 54). They are convinced that Jesus would want the 
complete destruction of this rude and unwelcoming town. 
 
But the prediction of James and John is problematic. Jesus is not interested in the 
destruction of the Samaritans, so he turns to James and John and rebukes them for 
their destructive impulses. Then the disciples and Jesus move on to another village. 
 
A desire to use violence in the name of God is not unusual. In the Spanish Inquisition, 
Christians used imprisonment and execution to combat heresy. In European witch 
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trials, flogging and exile were common punishments. And even today, Christians use 
violence against members of other religions, secular groups, and even other Christian 
denominations. 
 
Researchers have found that violence is often driven by negative emotions, such as 
anger or fear. James and John are certainly angry at the Samaritans for rejecting 
Jesus. But David Chester, a professor of psychology, has found that even positive 
emotions play a big role in aggressive behavior. Positive feelings of power and 
dominance can also drive violence. 
 
"Aggression isn!t just about $I!m angry and I want to hit someone,’” Chester says. "It!s 
also about how it feels good sometimes to get revenge on someone who has wronged 
you.” Remember this insight the next time you want to lash out at someone who has 
treated you badly. Your anger might be righteous, but Jesus is not interested in 
destruction. 
  
Next, as Jesus and the disciples are going along the road to Jerusalem, a person says 
to Jesus, "I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus says to him, "Foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” 
(vv. 57-58). 
 
The man probably thinks to himself, "Gee, I really like to sleep in my own bed at 
night.” Don!t we all? At this point, it seems that he slips away and heads home. 
 
Then, Jesus says to another potential disciple, "Follow me.” But the man says, "Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father” (v. 59). That seems like a reasonable request, 
doesn!t it? A good next step. After all, the Ten Commandments say, "Honor your 
father and your mother” (Exodus 20:12). 
 
But Jesus says, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim 
the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:60). The grieving man doesn!t know how to respond, so 
he drops out of the crowd — probably to take care of the funeral arrangements. 
 
Finally, another potential follower says, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home” (v. 61). Again, a reasonable and respectful request: A 
quick good-bye to the family, so they won!t think that their loved one has 
disappeared. 
 
But Jesus says, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God” (v. 62). The request of the final follower is immediately denied. 
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The first man envisions a place to rest. The second assumes he will be able to bury 
his father. The third is anticipating a chance to say good-bye to his family. They 
seem like reasonable expectations. So why does Jesus consider them to be problems? 
 
All three of these potential disciples fail to see that a future with Jesus is very 
different from the past. They cannot imagine a time in which they don!t have a bed 
to sleep in, or the opportunity to go to a funeral, or the chance to visit with their 
family. In other words,…they just don’t get it. And I’m afraid…neither do we! 
 
We are like the man who wrote about airplanes in the March 1904 issue of Popular 
Science Monthly. He said, "The machines will eventually be fast, they will be used in 
sport, but they are not to be thought of as commercial carriers.” Talk about a 
problematic prediction! Now, around the globe, roughly 100,000 flights take off and 
land every day. The fellow who made this prediction…just didn’t grasp all the 
potential aircraft would have.  
 
Jesus is calling his followers to look towards a new way of life, one that is next to 
impossible to predict or understand. In the very next chapter of Luke, Jesus gives 70 
of his followers a set of commands, telling them to "carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals” (10:4). "Whatever house you enter, first say, $Peace to this house,’” says 
Jesus. "Eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 
$The kingdom of God has come near to you’” (vv. 5, 8-9). 
 
Jesus simply wants us to be all in! To follow him and not look back, not put other, 
possible events as a higher priority. And guess what…very few ever actually achieve 
the degree of following Jesus he requests. Most of his followers only give a portion of 
their time and their talent to Jesus as his followers. And whenever there is another 
thing to do…well that’s what gets done.  
 
I know that sounds demanding and extreme…and it is. I fall short as well…and I get 
paid to do it. So, the real trick then is how do we stay faithful to a calling to follow 
Jesus and still have lives that allow us to be supportive of our families, do our jobs, 
and have fun? When the disciples asked to be able to go to their father’s funerals, or 
to say goodbye to their friends and family those requests seem reasonable. And 
Jesus’ response seems to demanding. We really don’t know exactly how to take all of 
this, but we do know that it is consistent with the teachings of Jesus that he wants 
his followers to be all in with him. Just this week I saw a report showing that belief 
in God is lower now than at any other time in our history. A friend blamed it on the 
liberalness of our culture and how we let our kids play with video games too much 
and there’s too much violence on TV and Global Warming…I’m just kidding with 
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these, but the concern is if our belief in God continues to get lower will our culture 
become even more lawless and messed up? The ONE point I wish to make in all this is 
that we who live in the Mid-West…aren’t attending church like we used to either. 
Almost every day someone will say to me that we need to all believe in God…and 
then they find all sorts of reasons to go and do what they want. Jesus is not simply 
asking us to believe in him…he is telling us…TO FOLLOW HIM. And to make him the 
priority in our lives. 
 
Another theme this week is the old, I don’t sing (wish I did), I don’t speak well, I 
don’t do art well, I am not able to cut a straight line…whatever it is we see as our 
weakness. Well guess what…did you hear what saying I used when I sent out a 
request for us to show up and help out the praise team and help with the float. It 
said, “The Woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those that sang 
the best!” 
 
Look again at the list for the fruit of the spirit…a list we ALL may have…The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. It doesn’t say God only wants the best singers or the best at 
anything. God wants followers who put value in following Jesus and who are willing 
to show evidence and proof that they are filled with the fruit of the spirit!  
 
We are starting anew…restarting…relaunching…and what we need is folks who are 
willing to put their hand to the plow and not look back…we need folks who live 
showing they have the fruit of the spirit…in other words God through our church 
simply needs US to be willing to follow and to serve! Amen.1, 2, 3  

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041365 
2 Kelly, John. !History"s most boneheaded predictions were compiled in this government report.” The 
Washington Post, September 7, 2021, www.washingtonpost.com. 
3 Meme about only the birds who are best singers…found by Teresa Prien. 


