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June 12, 2022 
Romans 5:1-5; Psalm 8 
“Finding God Where You MOST Expect” 
 
Romans 5:1-5 Common English Bible 
Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 We have access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in the hope of God’s glory. 3 But 
not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble 
produces endurance, 4 endurance produces character, and character produces hope. 
5 This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 
Psalm 8  Common English Bible 
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth! You made your glory 
higher than heaven! 2 From the mouths of nursing babies you have laid a strong 
foundation because of your foes, in order to stop vengeful enemies. 3 When I look up 
at your skies, at what your fingers made—the moon and the stars that you set firmly in 
place—4 what are human beings that you think about them; what are human beings 
that you pay attention to them? 5 You’ve made them only slightly less than divine, 
crowning them with glory and grandeur. 6 You’ve let them rule over your handiwork, 
putting everything under their feet—7 all sheep and all cattle, the wild animals too, the 
birds in the sky, the fish of the ocean, everything that travels the pathways of the sea. 
9 Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth! 
 
I was stargazing in the early hours when the sky started to get brighter and brighter. I 
couldn't understand what was happening. Then it dawned on me. 
 
A friend and I were stargazing one night, and he asked me, "Which do you think is 
farther, Florida or the Moon?" I was flabbergasted at his stupidity so I said, 
“Geez…You sure can't see Florida from here, duh." 
 
Q: Who here can tell me the distance from Betelgeuse to Procyon using a standard 
star chart?” 
A: Why it’s about an inch and a half. 
 
Psalm 8 had the distinction of being the first biblical text to reach the moon, when the 
Apollo 11 mission left a silicon disc containing messages from 73 nations, including the 
Vatican, which contributed the text of this psalm. Psalm 8 was clearly an appropriate 
choice for this cosmic journey, for it is both an eloquent proclamation of the cosmic 
sovereignty of God and a remarkable affirmation of the exalted status and vocation of 
the human creature. 
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This psalm the 8th one is one that I have long felt deep within me. From the time I was 
little I have looked to the heavens and fully expected to see evidences or signs of God. 
One of my first memories…and whether it is a true or false memory I don’t know…is 
me lying on the grass, with a friend, and looking up at the clouds and seeing what they 
looked like. I still remember seeing one that to me looked just like God’s face…at least 
it was how I pictured God’s face to look.  
 
Does this make me different? I don’t know. But I assume most people at some point 
look for God or at least God’s presence. And perhaps the key question is where do 
most people begin their search for God?  
 
To answer this question, I started with the all-powerful, all knowing, all seeing (which is 
spooky) Google search! Here is what I found: Well, what I found was even Google 
didn’t know exactly how to answer that question! I phrased it several ways and 
basically kept coming up with the ways churches and books and pastors want us to 
encounter God. When I asked, “Where do people believe they encounter God?” The 
first answer was through a site called beliefnet and it listed 7 ways or places…and they 
are: Engaging the Bible, Authentic Prayer, Intentional Community, Heartfelt Worship, 
Joyful Obedience, Focused Sabbath, and Disciple Making. Actually, that search 
showed the answer by stating those were seven ways folks are GUARANTEED to 
encounter God!  
 
In my searches it seems that most folks search for God in temples, mosques, or 
churches. Seems to make some sense that is where the majority of people look for 
God. And for those of us who are Christian we believe God is always with us so we 
might or should come to the understanding we are going to experience God within us 
and we don’t need to look in other places. But I still wasn’t satisfied.  
 
I do know I often feel closer to God in church. That may one of the biggest reasons we 
all believe we need and want church buildings. Church buildings, those places that are 
dedicated to the Lord…they just have a “feel” about them. Often it seems we do sense 
God’s presence when we are inside of them…and they also serve as conduits, or 
places that help us focus our thoughts and prayers and send them or receive them.  
 
A British survey showed that 65% believed they had a supernatural encounter with 
God and of that number over 50% believed they had an encounter in the last year. It 
also showed that only 5% did not believe in the supernatural.  
 
Fascinating when they asked for specific instances of these supernatural encounters, 
they got some amazing answers. One person shared his own personal experience of 
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such a God encounter. He was at an airport when he noticed a man waiting to be 
picked up. God spoke to him telling him the man needed encouragement. 
 
He approached the man asking if he could pray for him stating, “We’re Christians and 
we think maybe that Jesus has said to us you need some encouragement right now, 
we could pray for you, would that be okay.” 
 
The man, it turns out, was a pastor from Kenya who had just arrived in England to lead 
a new church. He was waiting for the elders of his church to pick him up and was 
wondering what he was doing in a new country. As he was waiting, he asked God for 
confirmation that he was doing the right thing.”1 
 
I have had some similar experiences…I’ve told you some of them. Like seeing 
someone hitchhiking back in the day…and feeling like I was supposed to pick them up. 
Or getting to the hospital at just the right time for someone…or the time I just decided 
to stay in my office and eat lunch and a very important phone call came in and I 
decided to answer it even though it was lunch time. I also remember the time since we 
have been here that I was in the office one afternoon, the phone rang and I decided to 
answer it and it was for a wedding that a woman wanted me to perform and her groom 
was a prisoner at Henry Hill. It turned out to be one of the most amazing wedding 
experiences I have had and the bride has become a very dear friend. Also…the groom 
is either just now getting out or is about to be released from prison and I look forward 
to seeing how his life goes from this point.  
 
For me there are a lot of ways and places I experience God…but one of the most 
consistent and wondrous ways is through experiencing nature. When I look up on a 
clear, cloudless night, and see the stars…I nearly always believe God is present! And it 
turns out I’m not the only one who feels that way…maybe you do as well? And 
according to the author of Psalm 8 he or she felt that way as well: “When I look up at 
your skies, at what your fingers made-the moon and the stars that you set firmly in 
place—what are human beings that you think about them; what are human beings that 
you pay attention to them?” 
 
Next, I have to report there are those times when I feel like in retrospect…God was 
there! Times when something nearly happened…but didn’t. Or times when something 
could have gone much more horribly wrong. Obviously, we don’t always know when 
bad things could have happened but didn’t. But I imagine we all have those times when 
things, as we look back, could have been much worse and we wonder WHY they 
weren’t much worse. Right after Anita and I got married, like two weeks after, I was 
driving a folk lift and backing up to a truck to pull a pallet out to the edge so I could then 

 
1 https://opentheword.org/2016/09/02/british-survey-reveals-god-is-still-encountering-people-today/ 
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spin the forklift around and get the pallet. It was not a very windy day, or so I thought, 
so I didn’t secure the truck door open I just opened it and started backing up the forklift. 
At that moment the wind caught the door and started to blow it shut and at that exact 
moment I had my left hand on the frame of the roll cage for the forklift and the door hit 
that exact spot! My hand was wedged between the metal frame of the roll cage and the 
door of the semi. And in my panic, I evidently pressed down on the accelerator, so it 
jammed my hand and the door tighter together. It was very painful! It only lasted a few 
seconds and I took my foot off the accelerator and the fork lift rolled away from the 
truck allowing my hand to be freed. But as I pulled my hand away I looked and to my 
horror my hand was swelling up…fast! Before I could really think about it my ring finger 
was so swollen, I could not get the ring off…and the circulation was cut off to my finger. 
The rest of my hand was swelling as well. I went to my supervisor and he immediately 
took me to the nearest ER and they took my right back. As the Dr. examined me he 
said, “I’m pretty sure you will have some broken bones in that hand, but until we get a 
good XRay I won’t know for sure, but we have to cut off that ring so we can get some 
circulation back in your hand.” So, he cut it off, mangling my brand-new wedding band 
in the process, and sent me to XRay. While I waited for the XRay to be read I had my 
hand in ice. The Dr. came in and looked at me and said, “Are you a religious fellow?” I 
said, “Why, yes I am.” And he said, “Well, the good Lord must really like you…there 
aren’t any broken bones in your hand at all!” I actually went bowling later that week and 
since it was not my bowling hand I did about as bad as I usually did! God was there!  
 
But for me…when I want to see absolute evidence of God, I go outside! AS I look at 
the sky I think, “When I look up at your skies, at what your fingers made—the moon 
and the stars that you set firmly in place—what are human beings that you think about 
them; what are human beings that you pay attention to them?” And I think…where do I 
fit into all that Lord? What am I that you would even know who I am? How did you get 
all of the Universe to work so well together…how did YOU get life to BE? And it 
humbles me. You see…I’m not 100% sure we will ever totally have our theology right, 
I’m not arrogant enough to think that what I believe has to be exactly right in my 
practices and wonderings about God…but as I look at the skies…I filled with awe, 
wonder, and expectation that surely God IS and WE ARE as well.  
 
So…the question about where we may or should encounter God has many answers 
but there is another component to all this that finally occurred to me after I read a 
devotional this week. Maybe how we encounter God is not so much a place…or even a 
state of mind, though those do help. It may not depend on it being a beautiful building 
with wonderful windows…though please don’t hear me saying those are not important 
and they certainly are wonderful blessings in our seeking to encounter God. But what 
finally occurred to me is that it is every bit as important to know that we are to be doing 
something God directs us to do if we wish to truly encounter God. We need to listen to 
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Jesus and the Bible to see what we are to be about if we truly seek to see and know 
God.  
 
When Paul was seeking to find out if he was on the right track by preaching the gospel 
to the Gentiles, he approached the influential leaders in Jerusalem to see what they 
might think. Chapter 2 of the book of Galatians gives us an insight to what was going 
on at that time. Paul reports, “The influential leaders didn’t add anything to what I was 
preaching—and whatever they were makes no difference to me, because God doesn’t 
show favoritism. 7 But on the contrary, they saw that I had been given the 
responsibility to preach the gospel to the people who aren’t circumcised, just as Peter 
had been to the circumcised. 8 The one who empowered Peter to become an apostle 
to the circumcised empowered me also to be one to the Gentiles.”  
 
So, after this Paul felt more empowered to preach to the Gentiles and for that we all 
should be thankful because remember WE are Gentiles…all non-Jews are essentially 
Gentiles. Paul went to the influential leaders in Jerusalem and they gave him the green 
light to keep on preaching to the Ones to whom he felt called. BUT they did have one 
condition that desired Paul to meet if he was going to truly be peaching and leading 
folks to the Christ. The condition?? Well in verse 10 it says, “They asked only one 
thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do.” 
 
Don’t forget the poor! That, my friends is ONE of the things we must not EVER do if we 
are hoping to do God’s will and we are desiring to experience the living Christ. It turns 
out…we may catch glimpses of God in places and events…but if we really want to see 
and experience God, and if we really desire to be in the presence of Jesus Christ…we 
must serve and love the poor! We should be remembering to seek to love and be with 
the poor the “least of these” whenever we are seeking as individuals and as a church 
to encounter God and to be blessed by him! 
 
So…we as a church and as individuals. Do we want to encounter God? Do we seek to 
please God? Do we desire to be Christ-like in our lives? Do we wish for others to see 
in us the evidence of a life changed by our relationship with God? Then we should be 
looking up…we should be seeing God in God’s creation. We should spend time alone 
and/or in groups in places where we feel and sense God’s presence. In my way of 
thinking and in my experience, it is amazing to seek God through a witnessing of God’s 
heavens…God’s creation. But we should never forget…the poor! It turns out if we 
really want to encounter God then we need to look at his creation and the ones he 
seeks us to seek out and serve. And we need to plan our lives, our ministries and our 
mission…and our time in loving and being and seeing and loving the ones God asks us 
over and over to truly love and to never forget! Amen!2, 3 

 
2 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93040534 
3 Junkyard wisdom.com 
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