
 

 1 

July 24, 2022 
Colossians 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13 
“Tree-mendous Faith” 
 
Colossians 2:6-19 Common English Bible 
6 So live in Christ Jesus the Lord in the same way as you received him. 7 Be rooted 
and built up in him, be established in faith, and overflow with thanksgiving just as 
you were taught. 8 See to it that nobody enslaves you with philosophy and foolish 
deception, which conform to human traditions and the way the world thinks and acts 
rather than Christ. 9 All the fullness of deity lives in Christ!s body. 10 And you have 
been filled by him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11 In him you were 
also circumcised with a circumcision not administered by human hands. The 
circumcision of Christ is realized in the stripping away of the whole self-dominated 
by sin. 12 You were buried with him through baptism and raised with him through 
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead 
because of the things you had done wrong and because your body wasn!t 
circumcised, God made you alive with Christ and forgave all the things you had done 
wrong. 14 He destroyed the record of the debt we owed, with its requirements that 
worked against us. He canceled it by nailing it to the cross. 15 When he disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, he exposed them to public disgrace by leading them in a 
triumphal parade. 16 So don!t let anyone judge you about eating or drinking or about 
a festival, a new moon observance, or sabbaths. 17 These religious practices are only 
a shadow of what was coming—the body that cast the shadow is Christ. 18 Don!t let 
anyone who wants to practice harsh self-denial and worship angels rob you of the 
prize. They go into detail about what they have seen in visions and have become 
unjustifiably arrogant by their selfish way of thinking. 19 They don!t stay connected 
to the head. The head nourishes and supports the whole body through the joints and 
ligaments, so the body grows with a growth that is from God. 
 
Luke 11:1-13 Common English Bible 
11 Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said, 
"Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 Jesus told them, "When 
you pray, say: #Father, uphold the holiness of your name. Bring in your kingdom. 3 
Give us the bread we need for today. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone who has wronged us. And don!t lead us into temptation.’” 5 He also said to 
them, "Imagine that one of you has a friend and you go to that friend in the middle 
of the night. Imagine saying, #Friend, loan me three loaves of bread 6 because a 
friend of mine on a journey has arrived and I have nothing to set before him.$!
7 Imagine further that he answers from within the house, #Don!t bother me. The door 
is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can!t get up to give you 



 

 2 

anything.$!8 I assure you, even if he wouldn!t get up and help because of his 
friendship, he will get up and give his friend whatever he needs because of his 
friend!s brashness. 9 And I tell you: Ask and you will receive. Seek and you will find. 
Knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 Everyone who asks, receives. Whoever 
seeks, finds. To everyone who knocks, the door is opened. 11 “Which father among 
you would give a snake to your child if the child asked for a fish? 12 If a child asked 
for an egg, what father would give the child a scorpion? 13 If you who are evil know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 
 
Why do trees hate riddles? Because it!s too easy to get stumped. 
 
Why did the tree get stumped?  It couldn!t get to the root of the problem. 
 
What!s a tree!s favorite drink? Root beer. 
 
Do you know what tree is the world’s dangerous tree? According to Guinness World 
Records, the Manchineel tree is in fact the most dangerous tree in the world. 
Literally every part of the Manchineel tree is extremely poisonous and contact with 
or consumption of any part of the tree may be fatal. The Manchineel tree can choke 
you with its fruit, poison you with its sap, and blind you with its smoke. Native to 
Florida, the Caribbean, and Central America, the Manchineel is rumored to have 
killed the famed explorer, Juan Ponce de Leon.  
 
Spanish-speaking countries call it the arbol de la muerte, which translates to "tree of 
death”. The tree secretes a thick, milky sap that oozes out of its leaves, bole and 
fruits. Contact with this sap results in severe blistering and inflammation of the skin. 
Consumption of its succulent fruits or leaves can lead to fatal esophageal ulcers and 
edema. Also, smoke from its burning wood or rubbing your eyes after handling its 
leaves can cause temporary blindness.1 
 
I tell you all this as a tree lover. I love trees…well evidently not all of them but you 
get the point. Sitting under a shade tree…on a hot day, feeling the breeze, enjoying 
a glass of tea..ahhh sublime!  
 

 
1 https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/manchineel-tree-found-in-florida-named-deadliest-in-the-
world/2623010/ 
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Over a century ago, Joyce Kilmer wrote a poem called "Trees.” You may have 
learned it as a child. "I think that I shall never see,” he wrote, "A poem lovely as a 
tree … A tree that looks at God all day / And lifts her leafy arms to pray.”2 
 
So, what is it about trees that inspire and make us admire them? I think in some 
respects it is their sheer size. In Ogle County here in Illinois there is a Cottonwood 
tree that is 122 feet tall, with a 108.9-inch diameter and a 116-foot canopy spread. 
It is considered to be the tallest tree in Illinois…though I’m sure there is plenty of 
discussion about that. A healthy Red Oak can grow to about 75’ and in Iowa there is a 
white pine that is 148 feet tall. If you go to a park where there are a lot of old 
growth hard wood trees you will invariably look up to see their tops and you will be 
amazed at how small you seem and how large they seem.  
 
Next is the age of those trees. In Illinois there is a Bald Cypress Tree, which by the 
way aren’t you amazed there are Cypress trees in Illinois? And that Bald Cypress tree 
is over a 1000 years old! Think about that…So in around 1000 CME that tree was 
new…and it has survived throughout all those years and all the things it has had to 
survive, disease, fire, natural calamities…and it still stands.  
 
The oldest tree in the world is thought to be in eastern California, it’s a Great Basin 
bristlecone pine known as Methuselah and it has long been considered Earth's oldest 
living thing. According to tree-ring data, it is 4,853 years old — meaning that 
Methuselah was well established by time ancient Egyptians built the pyramids at 
Giza. And for those who are counting that would mean that tree was around 2831 
years old when Jesus was around! 
 
So, trees are impressive…but why would the writers of the Bible wish to say we 
should be like them? Perhaps it is because they can survive so much and keep on 
keeping on. Maybe it is because they provide so much good for creation. Or maybe it 
is because they show us how to live together, working together, supporting each 
other. Speaking of that…did you know that among the largest living organisms in the 
world is the Pando Aspen Grove in Utah? It looks like a bunch of Aspen trees growing 
in a large grove…and it is that, but it is also one organism as all the trees are from 
the same root system that now supports something like 47,000 trees.  
 
So, is it any wonder that the apostle Paul, writing in Colossians sounds a bit like a 
forest ecologist? He says, “6 So live in Christ Jesus the Lord in the same way as you 
received him. 7 Be rooted and built up in him.” Christians are not to live as isolated 
individuals, but to be rooted in Christ, nourished by Christ, and built up in Christ. 
 

 
2 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/12744/trees 
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According to Paul, Christians are linked at a very deep level to Jesus Christ, and 
when we act as his people, we become a kind of mutual aid society. When we remain 
rooted in Christ, we find that the words of Paul to the Colossians come true: "the 
whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a 
growth that is from God” (v. 19). 
 
We begin by being rooted in Christ. Perhaps nothing in our faith life is more 
important than Christian formation, which may begin in childhood and continues 
throughout our lives on this earth until they come to an end. Much of this should 
happen in the home, where parents are challenged to show their children a Christlike 
love, and where spouses are to be as supportive and caring to each other just as 
Christ is to the church. Our church, then, should help families do this, by helping 
them form the qualities that Paul lays out for the Colossians, which are: 
"compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience” (3:12). 
 
In addition, we are to communicate and support with each other. We are to carry 
and share information between all the different parts of the body of Christ. This may 
be done best in face-to-face conversation, but it can also be done carefully and 
gently through other forms of communication as well. I’m still amazed at the 
changes we have seen in churches of all sizes since the Covid pandemic began. I 
certainly had not given a lot of thought to how important it might be to have 
Facebook or YouTube service every Sunday. And now, nearly every church that has a 
service…also has an online presence. When Anita and I have been traveling out of 
town…we have simply tuned in our Facebook service and have always felt like we 
have been in church as a result! I know…I get paid to go to church…but in this past 24 
months or so, I don’t think we have missed a single Sunday’s service. We as 
Christians, as a part of the BODY of Christ must keep our roots firmly planted and 
fixed in Christ as we grow in Christ’s love! 
 
Have you ever picked some lilacs or tulips or tiger lilies or any other flower you find 
in your yard so you or a loved one can enjoy their beauty inside your home? They 
brighten up your place of residence simply by being there and especially for me with 
Lilacs their fragrance is amazing. But another thing we find out quickly is how much 
quicker those blossoms that we separated from their plant wilt and die as a result of 
their separation. They will die if they remain outside as well…but when separated 
from their plant their deaths are usually quicker. It turns out, we depend upon, and 
flourish as a result of our connections to each other. I joke sometimes that when I 
retire, I am going to become a hermit and fortunately that is a joke I hope…but even 
if I am no longer standing in front of folks preaching or speaking I will still need and 
benefit from a connection to others and of course from a connection to God through 
Jesus Christ.  



 

 5 

 
The image of a forest is a good one to keep in mind when we think about the growth 
of the church. You see the forest is very much like the body of Christ described by 
Paul, "nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews.” And the forest 
grows deeper and deeper by sending roots down into the ground, and it grows larger 
by spreading its seeds into new areas and creating new saplings. And have you ever 
noticed how many of those seeds fall on ground that simply is not going to allow 
them to grow. I don’t know what percentage of the seeds of our Maple Tree actually 
grow into saplings…though the number is more than I’d like and I usually have to 
then cut those down…but that reality does NOT stop our Maple or any other tree 
from still producing and sending forth those seeds in the hopes some will survive and 
thrive. WE in the church must do the same. WE won’t be successful in all our 
endeavors, but we must continually try to plant seeds of faith throughout our 
communities and our world. The mission statement of the United Methodist Church 
is, “To make disciples for the transformation of the world.” We will never 
accomplish this mission if we don’t send forth seeds of Good News, Love, and 
Community that come from our relationship with Jesus. 
 
Growing deeper and larger: That is "a growth that is from God.” We grow deeper 
when we study and reflect on the Bible, when we ask the Holy Spirit to help us pray 
and when we enter deep-spirited friendships with people around us. 
 
But we also need to grow larger by planting seeds in the community around us. We 
do this by sharing the gospel through podcasts and blogs and live-streamed services 
of worship. We do it by knocking on doors and getting to know our neighbors. And we 
do it by sharing the love of Jesus with our family members and friends. Which 
sometimes is the most difficult of all to do! 
 
Anita and I went camping last Friday through Saturday. And it, of course, rained! I 
think it has rained EVERY Friday that we have been able to go camping this year! And 
sometimes it has rained just because we were thinking about going camping! I am 
thinking about having some of the drought stricken communities paying us to come 
and set up our motorhome…but in any event we went camping. And we knew we 
could not go very far. So, we simply traveled to Delabar State Park near Oquawka. 
There is nothing fancy about Delabar. It doesn’t have full hook ups or paved roads or 
shower houses or flush toilets…but it does have a beautiful grove or forest of 
hardwoods. We set up right in the middle of the campground near a magnificent Red 
Oak and waited out the rain. It quit and we went about having a wonderful time over 
the next 24 hours just being there in the forest. It turns out we were the ONLY ones 
camping at Delabar last Friday through Saturday…we had the entire campground to 
ourselves. It was amazing how peaceful and how refreshing it was to be there. Anita 
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noticed how it seemed that even the birds were just happy to be in that place at 
that time…and it seemed as she said that they had found their sanctuary there as 
well.  
 
Katherine May, in “Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times,” 
says it like this. “We are in the habit of imagining our lives to be linear, a long march 
from birth to death in which we mass our powers, only to surrender them again, all 
the while slowly losing our youthful beauty. This is a brutal untruth. Life meanders 
like a path through the woods. We have seasons when we flourish and seasons when 
the leaves fall from us, revealing our bare bones. Given time, they grow again. 
 
The dropping of leaves by deciduous trees is called abscission. It occurs on the cusp 
between autumn and winter, as part of an arc of growth, maturity, and renewal. In 
spring and summer, leaf cells are full of chlorophyll, a bright green substance that 
absorbs sunlight, fueling the process that converts carbon dioxide and water into the 
starch and sugar that allow the tree to grow. But at the end of the summer, as the 
days grow shorter and the temperature falls, deciduous trees stop making food. In 
the absence of sunlight, it becomes too costly to maintain the machinery of growth. 
The chlorophyll begins to break down, revealing other colors that were always 
present in the leaf, but which were masked by the abundance of green pigment: 
oranges and yellows, derived from carotene and xanthophyll. Other chemical 
changes take place to create red anthocyanin pigments. The exact mix is different 
for each tree, sometimes producing bright yellows, oranges, and browns, and 
sometimes displaying as reds or purples. 
 
But while this is happening, a layer of cells is weakening between the stem and the 
branch: this is called the abscission zone. Gradually it severs the leaf from access to 
water, and the leaf dries and browns and in most cases falls off, either under its own 
weight or encouraged by wintery rains and winds. Within a few hours, the tree will 
have released substances to heal the scar the leaf has left, protecting itself from the 
evaporation of water, infection, or the invasion of parasites.3 
 
In other words, then…like the trees planted by streams of living water we too, will 
survive even what appears like death…as long as we remain rooted in our 
source…Jesus Christ and remain in community with each other. Amen.  

 
3 —Katherine May, Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times (Riverhead, 2020), quoted by 
Maria Popova in The Marginalian for February 9, 2022. 


