
Building Project Update 
 

The work in the Sanctuary has been moving right along. The asbestos 
removal was completed a few weeks ago. The chair lift was removed and 
was donated to a church in need of one, and the garage has been taken 
down. The response from everyone regarding the removal of stained 
glass was excellent! Thank you for taking care of your windows so 

promptly. Other stained-glass windows are being stored for now. The 
organ has been removed and the pianos are being stored off-site. We were 

able to sell almost all of the church pews and the posts that support the balcony will be removed and are sold. A 
construction meeting is scheduled for Jan. 4, and the demolition of the building will begin shortly after that, but 
we do not have an exact date. We will try to keep everyone posted through the phone/text tree or by postcard. If 
you have any questions, please call the church office at 734-9437. Access to the office during demolition may be 
limited. 

 

Thank you! 

The church staff would like to say thank you to all that contributed towards the church love gift.  We appreciate 
you thinking of us during the holiday season. 

 
If you would like offering envelopes for 2021, please come to the church office. 
 
Stained Glass Preservation! 
 
Our church has been approached and has approved a very charitable action by a church family.  They 
have decided to pay for the full restoration and the displaying in the new sanctuary, one of our stained-
glass windows.  If you or your family would like to do something similar, please let us know!  We have a 
stained-glass company who is willing to do this work and the selected windows are now in storage.   
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Jon’s Jottings 
Being a “Mis-Fit” 

 
If you watched our Christmas Eve service then you heard about 
the origins of the wonderful children’s story and character, 
Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer. So, if you want to skip to the 
end that is okay!   
 
In 1939 Montgomery Ward was looking for someone to write a 
children’s story that they could use as a children’s book to give 
away for Christmas promotions.  They asked a young in-house 
copyright editor to develop a story and they suggested he use 
an animal as the main character. It just so happened that Robert 
May (the copyright editor) was the fellow they chose.  He had a 
young daughter named Barbara and she loved to go to the 
Chicago zoo to see the animals and she particularly loved the 
reindeer.  So, Robert decided to use a reindeer as his central 
character. As he thought about what characteristics he wanted 
to emphasize for his reindeer character he started remembering 

how it was for him as a child growing up. May, drawing in part on the tale of The Ugly Duckling and his own 
background (he was often taunted as a child for being shy, small, and slight), settled on the idea of an underdog 
ostracized by the reindeer community because of his physical abnormality: a glowing red nose. Looking for an 
alliterative name, May considered and rejected Rollo (too cheerful and carefree a name for the story of a misfit) 
and Reginald (too British) before deciding on Rudolph. 
 
When he first presented the concept to his supervisors, they weren’t sure if a red nose was a good idea. To them 
it might seem as if the reindeer had a drinking problem, so they were reluctant to agree to this approach. 
However, May responded by taking Denver Gillen, a friend from Montgomery Ward’s art department, to the 
Lincoln Park Zoo to sketch some deer. Gillen’s illustrations of a red-nosed reindeer overcame the hesitancy of 
May’s superiors, and the Rudolph story was approved. Montgomery Ward distributed 2.4 million copies of the 
Rudolph booklet in 1939, and although wartime paper shortages curtailed printing for the next several years, a 
total of 6 million copies had been distributed by the end of 1946. 
 
Coinciding with the writing of this story Robert May’s wife, Evelyn, was dying of cancer and died in 1939 before 
the story was finished.  In fact, Montgomery Ward, when they realized what May was going through, offered to 
take him off the project but he insisted he wanted to stay on and finish the story. 
 
Since he had a small child, he would read her parts of the book as he went along to be sure he was on target with 
keeping the story entertaining to children.  Barbara loved the story and May finished it.   
 
There are a couple of things that amaze me about this story. The first is this.  In 1946 Montgomery Ward was 
wanting to do some more things with the Rudolph story and May had no rights to the story since he was an 
employee of Wards.  When this all came to light Montgomery Ward signed over all the rights to Robert May!  He 
then got full control of the story which to me is amazingly kind of that company.  In addition his brother-in-law 
was Johnny Marks, a song writer, and he wrote the music and the lyrics to Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer the 
song, and then even after several turned down the opportunity, Gene Autry recorded it and as I understand, it is 
the second most popular (Christmas)? Song after White Christmas. Oh, and then in 1964 with Burl Ives doing to 
narration a stop action cartoon that is still immensely popular was written and produced. 
 



If you have ever seen this televised production, you know that the island of misfit toys is featured very 
prominently in the show.  It is an island that has as its inhabitants a lot of toys that just don’t measure up very 
well...in fact the entire story of Rudolph is about those who have some special and unique attributes that make 
them seem “different”.  However, Santa realizes that all of those who are unique are also needed and desired and 
he includes all of them, so they all are able to serve in their capacities.   
 
For me this is the second point about this story that amazes me.  You see, we all are “mis-fits” in some way.  All of 
us have something that makes us “unique” and we maybe just don’t measure up to the expectations of others.  It 
could be a physical, emotional, financial, or some other type of circumstance...but we have them.  And the 
beautiful truth is...we are accepted and desired and able to be used by God! So, when you hear the song Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer and you realize that because of his “special” attribute he was wonderfully utilized and 
desired even if he had been teased about it before...then also realize God has a place and a purpose of all of us 
“mis-fits!”   
 
Here’s to hoping 2021 is...well...not like 2020 in some ways! 
 
Shalom 

Jon 
 

Greetings from Grace Place 

I pray that everyone had a very merry and healthy Christmas.  It was 
certainly a different Christmas for sure.  So many things have been 
different this year, but we can rely on God and His Word to NEVER 
change! "He is the same yesterday, today, and forever!"   Praise God! 
I pray that all my Grace Place kiddos received their Christmas gifts and 

the packets of All the Christmas lessons that we missed.  I cannot wait 
until we can meet in person again. I think that we should continue the two-hour Sunday School sessions even 
after our new sanctuary is completed.  We had so much fun and accomplished so much!!!!! I miss you all....I know 
that we will be together again soon.  Remember, though, that God is always with us.  He promises to never leave 
us or forsake us. 

When we do get back together again, we will review what we know about the birth of Christ and all of the people 
and circumstances surrounding His Birth. 

We will definitely be playing the King Herod game.... I can't wait!!  Then we will continue our study of helpers in 
the Bible. Praying you all have a wonderful and blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year!!! 

See you in 2021... 

Blessings from Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 

 

 

 



HEALING TOUCH 

At this time in person healing touch sessions are not being scheduled.  If you would like to experience distance 
healing touch, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call 
anyone on the healing ministry team; 

Penny Vaughn 309-371-3596 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 

Ray Clark 309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 

 

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

During this time of Covid precautions, Pastor Jon has made printed copies of the weekly sermons available for 
delivery to those who have requested them.  Live sermons can now be viewed on Facebook at 10:00 AM through 
the rest of December.  The weekly service continues to be broadcast on WRAM at 10:30 each week. If you are not 
already receiving printed copies of the sermons and/or The Caller and would like to have them, please let me 
know (299-5682) 

Phone calls, notes and cards are especially appreciated by our members who are not able to be out and about. 

We continue to meet in the chapel in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 followed by Bible study at 10. There is plenty 
of room to be an acceptable distance apart.  

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone to whom they might be a 
comfort, please take one. 

At this time no special senior activities have been scheduled. 

Blessings! 

Joyce Clark 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMMENTS 
 

Call-Em-All & Text-Em-All Update 

Thank you for getting your personal information forms back to the church so quickly. Our records have been 
updated and we have been preparing a file that will be used for our phone information system. Of the responses 
we received, 80 people choose to receive a text update, and 39 chose a phone call. For those of you receiving a 
phone call, the message will be left to you in a voicemail. 

Before the system is initiated church-wide, we will run a few test messages. Even so, it may take a month or two 
before all the kinks are worked out. We ask that you be patient and let the office know of any problems on your 
end. We want to restate that this messaging system will be used only for prayer concerns and updates, church 
and project information, weather-related cancellations, etc. — and will be initiated by our pastor, Jon Sims. You 
are not required to phone anyone else, and we will never use the system for anything other than church-related 
information. The number that will appear on your phone from the church is 844-390-1617. That is the number 
that was assigned to us by Call-Em-All. 

It is never too late to add a contact and phone number to the system. In fact, we welcome additions! If you have 
not responded yet and would like to be added to the phone messaging system, please contact the church office, 
734-9437. 

Currently, prayer concerns are communicated by email. There are many people on the list who receive these 
emails. After the phone system is up and running and we are confident that it is working well, it is possible that 
the email system may be discontinued. We are still discussing that aspect of our communications and would 
appreciate any thoughts you have. Again, please contact the office. 

If you would like more information about the phone messaging system, please call Cathy Sheagren at 309-335-
9066 or email her at casheagren@gmail.com. 

 

Winter Opportunity for You 

Do you like to organize things? Are you interested in preserving our church history? We have an opportunity for 
you! Piles of church history are sitting on the shelves and need to be sorted and organized. There is no timetable, 
you can set your own schedule and work at your own pace. Please consider volunteering for this task to preserve 
our history. To volunteer or for more information please contact LeAnn Murk in the church office or Deb Moore. 

 

Our Church Library needs your help 

Penny Vaughn has volunteered to help with the church library and would like another volunteer.  

If you are interested in helping with the church library, please contact Penny, LeAnn Murk in the church office or 
Deb Moore. 

 

 



 
 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

If you have a birthday in January and you’re not listed here,  

please give the church office a call. 

 

2 Doug Harper 16 Marilyn Perrin 

7 Bruce Burgland 18 Gladys Albert 

 Ray Hull 19 Mike Ray 

8 Susan Ray 21 Meredith Schiffke 

 Jean Wines 23 Becki Clayton 

9 Mitch Ray 24 Garry Lemley 

10 Kaitlyn Farmer 26 George Bulen 

 Sarah Farmer 28 Janice Boyer 

 Jan Gebauer  Shirley Myers 

 Jason Bergren  Ann Skov 

11 Gary Sells 30 Doug Ray 

12 Cole Ornduff 31 Bryce Bent 

14 Richard Ankle   

 Haley Sims    
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