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January 9, 2022 
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
“Being All Wet!” 
 
Isaiah 43:1-7 Common English Bible 
43 But now, says the Lord—the one who created you, Jacob, the one who 
formed you, Israel: Don!t fear, for I have redeemed you;   I have called 
you by name; you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; when through the 
rivers, they won!t sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you 
won!t be scorched and flame won!t burn you. 
3 I am the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, your savior. I have given 
Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place. 
4 Because you are precious in my eyes, you are honored, and I love you.  I 
give people in your place, and nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Don!t fear, I am with you. From the east I!ll bring your children; from the 
west I!ll gather you 
6 I!ll say to the north, "Give them back!” and to the south, "Don!t detain 
them.” Bring my sons from far away, and my daughters from the end of 
the earth, 
7   everyone who is called by my name and whom I created for my glory, 
whom I have formed and made. 
 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 Common English Bible 
15 The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered 
whether John might be the Christ. 16 John replied to them all, "I baptize 
you with water, but the one who is more powerful than me is coming. I!m 
not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks 
is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat 
into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can!t be put out.” 
21 When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was baptized. While he 
was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit came down on him 
in bodily form like a dove. And there was a voice from heaven: "You are 
my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 
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A farmer’s wife called me one day to come out and baptize some hay. I 
was confused and I said, “Why, do you want me to do that?” And she said 
to me…” So I could meet Christian Bale”! 
 
I was chatting to a graphic designer about invitations for the baby!s 
christening."#How about comic sans?” I said, "Oh no” she scoffed, "for this 
occasion we!re gonna need a baptismal font”. 
 
The young son of a Baptist minister was in church one morning when he 
saw for the first-time baptism by immersion. He was greatly interested in 
it, and the next morning proceeded to baptize ... you guessed it .... his 
three cats in the bathtub. 
 
The youngest kitten bore it very well, and so did the younger cat, but the 
old family tomcat rebelled. The old feline struggled with the boy, clawed 
and tore his skin, and finally got away. With considerable effort the boy 
caught the old tom again and proceeded with the "ceremony.” ut the cat 
acted worse than ever, clawing and spitting, and scratching the boy!s 
face. 
 
Finally, after barely getting the cat splattered with water, he dropped 
him on the floor in disgust and said, "Fine, be a Methodist if you want to!”  
 
I have a feeling you know this…but since Covid started most churches have 
lost attendance at their in person Sunday worship services. Certainly not 
all churches have…but most have lost somewhere around 40-50% of their 
pre-pandemic in person worship attendance. Among mainline Protestants, 
just 1% said in a May 2020 poll that they were attending in-person services 
at least once a week. In the new poll, 14% say they!re doing so now, 
compared to 16% who say they did in 2019. 
 
Among evangelical Protestants, 37% now say they are attending services in 
person at least weekly, while 42% said they did that in 2019. In the May 
2020 poll, just 11% said they were attending services in person that often. 
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Among Catholics, 26% attend in person at least weekly now, compared 
with 30% in 2019. In the 2020 poll, conducted as many bishops temporarily 
waived the obligation for weekly Mass attendance, just 5% were 
worshipping in person at least weekly. 
 
Oh, and I was curious about the largest UMC in the country…The Church of 
the Resurrection and what I found was that in August of 2021 they were 
only getting 30% of their pre-pandemic attendance at their in-person 
worship.  
 
So…all of this begs the questions, 1) Will folks return after the pandemic? 
And…2) How do we as a church continue to minister to our congregation?  
  
To answer all this, consider this: Several years ago a clergy colleague of 
mine was being challenged about a decision she had made. She was told 
by some in her church that they did not agree with her decision and felt 
she should change her mind…she prayed about it and had a peace that she 
had made the right decision. She stuck to her decision which irritated 
some folks and it ended up down the line encouraging her to move on to a 
new appointment. When she was asked why she didn’t listen…why even 
when her District Superintendent directed her to change her mind she 
didn’t. She said, “I take very seriously my ordination vows in the United 
Methodist Church, I would not do anything to break them, but I also take 
my baptismal vows very seriously and at the end of the day…they are the 
most important!” 
 
And guess what…while only a relatively few actually get ordained…WE all 
who have been baptized have taken or had taken for us, baptismal vows. 
If you need a refresher on what those contained here they are: 
 
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 
of this world, and repent of your sin? 
I do. 
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Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 
I do. 
 
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his 
grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church 
which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 
I do. 
 
The pastor addresses parents or other sponsors of candidates not able to 
answer for themselves: 
Will you nurture these children (persons) in Christ's holy Church, that by 
your teaching and example they may be guided to accept God's grace for 
themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life? 
I Will! 
 
The pastor addresses candidates who can answer for themselves: 
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of 
Christ's holy Church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? 
I will. 
 
In addition, we all said, “As members of Christ's universal Church, will you 
be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, and do all in your 
power to strengthen its ministries?” 
I will. 
 
 and… 
“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its 
ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your 
witness? 
I will.” 
 
So, we promise to repent of our sin, to resist evil, injustice and 
oppression, and to accept whole heartedly Jesus Christ and trust in his 
grace completely…and to remember Christ and his church are open to ALL. 
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These are the vows…or something very similar to them…we all took at our 
baptisms…or were taken for us! 
 
In the Luke passage today, we heard this about Jesus’ own baptism… 
“When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was baptized. While he 
was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit came down on 
him in bodily form like a dove. And there was a voice from heaven: 
"You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 
 
So, we could discuss for quite a while why the only perfect person who has 
ever been born needed to be baptized. There are a lot of thoughts on that 
one…but the essential fact is Jesus knew he should be baptized and so he 
was. In Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism, it says, “John (the Baptist) 
tried to stop him and said, "I need to be baptized by you, yet you come to 
me?” Jesus answered, "Allow me to be baptized now. This is necessary to 
fulfill all righteousness.” 
 
So, Jesus believed he should be baptized so he could fulfill all 
righteousness…we who are baptized may have some different 
understandings of why we should be baptized, and by what method and at 
what age…but we understand that we, too, need to be baptized. And 
when we get baptized, we take on a vow, a promise…that we will be 
followers of Jesus Christ, doing and living as Christ calls us to do and live. 
And these vows are to be with us each day of our lives and each decision 
we make. They bring us into and connect us to…the Body of Christ, His 
Church. 
 
Right now in the church throughout America we are experiencing some 
major changes. And while it is still true that the vast majority of churches 
in America are small churches it is also true that it appears that an ever 
growing # of small churches are closing. And in the study I quoted before 
the author indicates that now a majority of the people who actually 
attend church are going to churches larger than ours, churches with an 
average attendance of more than 250/Sunday.  
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Another challenge/change/opportunity in our time for churches is we now 
have online church. And while I wish everyone was in worship with us 
every week…I completely understand why so many are deciding to stay 
home and join in our worship remotely, both through Facebook and our 
local radio broadcasts. What is still true, however, is that no matter how 
people belong to our body…they belong. And we must do all we can to 
make everyone feel welcome, included, and strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit and by our community of faith to face the challenges we all face! 
 
So…why is it necessary to be a part of the Body of Christ? Why is it 
necessary to be accountable and caring to each other? To answer this, 
consider this: H. P. Ehrenberg, in his autobiography of a German pastor 
(Autobiography of a German Pastor [London, 1943], 48, 50, 64), tells how 
it happened that his church was instrumental in establishing the 
"Confessing Church," the group that refused to accept Hitler. Ehrenberg 
himself was dispatched to a concentration camp. 
 
Ehrenberg reports that, every Thursday evening, people from his church 
met to immerse themselves in the tradition and in the classic creeds and 
Reformation confessions of faith. He calls these meetings a "rehearsal" for 
whatever might be coming: "We came to realize that instruction itself 
already contains the seeds of fellowship, of true community. In our case it 
was as important as the final rehearsal of the orchestra: a sort of 
'performance before the performance.'" This is the same ideal behind 
sports teams practicing before any game or match. They seek to be 
prepared for what is to come. 
 
Ehrenberg describes something that took place at a summer camp for 
teenage girls that says it all. A "united service" for Catholics and 
Protestants was held in a room dominated by a large picture of Hitler set 
up on a table. A young Lutheran girl, recently confirmed, could take it no 
more and tore down the picture and smashed it against the wall, shouting 
these words, "Thou shalt have no other gods but me." 
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The remarkable thing was not that she smashed Hitler's picture, nor even 
that she had the courage to confess the First Commandment, but that she 
was prepared beforehand to do both. 
 
What was it that made her "prepared beforehand”? The church! It is the 
only community on Earth that can confront the Evil One. For it is the only 
community on Earth to whom the keys of the kingdom were given. The 
gates of hell can prevail against anything and everything -- but the church. 
 
The example of Jesus reminds us of what baptism is really meant to be. It 
isn!t a hoop to jump through and a box to check. It isn!t a spiritual security 
blanket for our children. It isn!t a religious routine that just goes with the 
territory. 
 
When Anita and I moved to Geneseo to begin our new lives working for the 
Upjohn Company…we had a small child and I had a busy time of learning 
all I needed to learn…and Sunday was one day we got to sleep in! We 
visited several churches and with each church there was something just 
not “right” for us. Some were too cold…some were too “different” and in 
one the pastor announced he was leaving on our first Sunday in their 
worship!  
 
Around that time my parents came out to visit us…actually to visit Justin 
be we liked to believe they also wanted to see us. Dad and I were out for 
a drive to run some errands and he asked me if we had found a church 
yet. I reported that we had tried several and none seemed like a good fit. 
Then I went on to say that perhaps we would just not go to church…that 
we would simply take Sundays as a day off. Dad, who knew me well, said, 
“You will find a church…you need church in your life…you will miss it! And 
you want to raise your children in church as well! It wasn’t long after that 
we started attending for the first time ever the Methodist Church…and 
well you know the rest of the story! Church…our community of faith…is 
important…and the vows of baptism are what connect and unite us all and 
they must be remembered and lived out! 
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Jesus goes into the waters of baptism to publicly affirm that he identifies 
who he is with whom God has made him to be. When we baptize people in 
the church, we recognize their place in the family. We agree with them 
that they are God!s and God is theirs. Our destiny as God!s eternal family 
is celebrated. And with the name of Christian and the fellowship of 
others…we can face our futures unafraid! Amen. 1 
 

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/2608 


