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January 30, 2022 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
“Could the Jackson 5 Be Wrong?” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Common English Bible 
13 If I speak in tongues of human beings and of angels but I don!t have 
love, I!m a clanging gong or a clashing cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy and I know all the mysteries and everything else, and if I have 
such complete faith that I can move mountains, but I don!t have love, I!m 
nothing. 3 If I give away everything that I have and hand over my own 
body to feel good about what I!ve done but I don!t have love, I receive no 
benefit whatsoever. 4 Love is patient, love is kind, it isn!t jealous, it 
doesn!t brag, it isn!t arrogant, 5 it isn!t rude, it doesn!t seek its own 
advantage, it isn!t irritable, it doesn!t keep a record of complaints, 6 it 
isn!t happy with injustice, but it is happy with the truth. 7 Love puts up 
with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never fails. As for prophecies, they will be brought to an end. As 
for tongues, they will stop. As for knowledge, it will be brought to an end. 
9 We know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect 
comes, what is partial will be brought to an end. 11 When I was a child, I 
used to speak like a child, reason like a child, think like a child. But now 
that I have become a man, I!ve put an end to childish things. 12 Now we 
see a reflection in a mirror; then we will see face-to-face. Now I know 
partially, but then I will know completely in the same way that I have 
been completely known. 13 Now faith, hope, and love remain—these three 
things—and the greatest of these is love. 
 
Luke 4:21-30 Common English Bible 
21 He began to explain to them, "Today, this scripture has been fulfilled 
just as you heard it.” 22 Everyone was raving about Jesus, so impressed 
were they by the gracious words flowing from his lips. They said, "This is 
Joseph!s son, isn!t it?” 23 Then Jesus said to them, "Undoubtedly, you will 
quote this saying to me: #Doctor, heal yourself. Do here in your hometown 
what we!ve heard you did in Capernaum.’” 24 He said, "I assure you that 
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no prophet is welcome in the prophet!s hometown. 25 And I can assure you 
that there were many widows in Israel during Elijah!s time, when it didn!t 
rain for three and a half years and there was a great food shortage in the 
land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them but only to a widow in the 
city of Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 There were also many persons 
with skin diseases in Israel during the time of the prophet Elisha, but none 
of them were cleansed. Instead, Naaman the Syrian was cleansed.” 
28 When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was filled with anger. 
29 They rose up and ran him out of town. They led him to the crest of the 
hill on which their town had been built so that they could throw him off 
the cliff. 30 But he passed through the crowd and went on his way. 
 
Q: Daddy, why are all those cars beeping their horns? A: Because there's a 
wedding happening son. Q: So, aren’t car horns supposed to be used as a 
warning signal, Daddy? A: Exactly, son. 
 
Why should you not marry a tennis player? Because love means nothing to 
them. 
 
My high-school English teacher was well known for being a fair, but hard, 
grader. One day I received a B minus on a theme paper. In hopes of 
bettering my grade and in the spirit of the valentine season, I sent her an 
extravagant heart-shaped box of chocolates with the pre-printed 
inscription: "BE MINE." The following day, I received in return a valentine 
from the teacher. It read: "Thank you, but it's still BE MINE-US.” 
 
 A fellow named, George Jackson, wrote a song titled, “One Bad Apple.”1 
He had The Jackson 5, back when Michael was a cute little boy, in mind to 
record it but instead “The Osmonds” recorded it. In it the lyrics try to 
assure a young lady that just because she was hurt by a “bad apple” a boy 
that was not very kind…that she should not give up on love. In fact that is 
exactly what the refrain in the song says, “One bad apple don't spoil the 
whole bunch girl, Oooh, give it one more try before you give up on love.”  
 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › One_Bad_Apple 
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But the reality is…often we do think that it is the bad apples that need to 
be taken out and thrown away. And sometimes some of us…may view 
some people that way as well.  
 
In 1994, a famous serial killer was baptized in a metal whirlpool in prison 
in Wisconsin by a small-town pastor named Roy Ratcliff. Ratcliff!s 
congregants recoiled at the idea that their pastor baptized a convicted 
serial killer. Some congregants would say to Ratcliff that if heaven 
welcomes serial killers, they want no part in it. Ratcliff!s congregants 
express something that perhaps even we struggle with sometimes. In our 
fallen world, some people have committed crimes so great, it!s difficult to 
imagine that God could forgive them. It can be difficult to accept that 
grotesque and wicked crimes could be paid for by Christ on the cross 
(e.g., murderers, rapists, serial killers). Yet Pastor Ratcliff says this, "Can 
an evil person turn to God? I have to believe that (they can). He also 
asks…What part of the blood of Christ can!t save him but can save you?”2 
 
The question that Pastor Ratcliff raises is an important one. Is there 
anyone beyond the reach of the grace of God? 
 
The subject came up this past week about whether there is such a thing as 
Unconditional Love…and if it does exist what exactly it looks like. It seems 
that every time folks start to explain how God interacts with humans, 
conditions end up being placed on the relationship. For instance…Good 
people who have accepted Jesus go to heaven, bad people who have not 
accepted him go to hell. Most orthodox or traditional Christians accept 
that as the reality. You don’t find a lot of folks who are Universalists, 
meaning everyone goes to heaven, in the traditional protestant churches.  
 
But then the problem is the conditions we place or believe exist on God’s 
love start to grow. For instance…does God still love and accept us if we 
continue to do the same sin over and over? Does everyone believe we are 
supposed to get better, and to do better as we grow in our faith? Is there 
a time when God will no longer allow us into heaven if our sins continue? 

 
2 —Joel Gilbert, !Seek and Save the Lost,” Faithlife Sermons, 2018, https://sermons.faithlife.com. 
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Do we all sin? Are some sins worse than others? Do we believe that one sin 
or others, are worse when it comes to being accepted into heaven?  
 
The story I told at the beginning about the serial killer who wanted to get 
baptized…did he go to heaven when he died? Or did he go straight to the 
bad place?  
 
Jesus seems to teach that the folks who were often considered the 
unclean or undesirable were the ones he accepted and the ones who 
believed they were the top folks the religious ones…well they were not so 
well accepted. But that being said, I imagine most of us believe Jesus 
would say that every person is unique. Every person is valuable. And that 
everyone is worth preserving, for the good of all. 
 
Last week we covered the story of Jesus speaking in his home town 
synagogue. And how the people all felt, at first, that He was wonderful! 
He was a true hometown hero. So, the very beginning of the ministry of 
Jesus was a smashing public success, as he traveled to Galilee and began 
to teach in the synagogues. Luke goes on to tell us that he was "filled with 
the power of the Spirit” and "was praised by everyone” (4:14-15).  
 
So, here is what happened next. “22 Everyone was raving about Jesus, so 
impressed were they by the gracious words flowing from his lips. They 
said, "This is Joseph!s son, isn!t it?” 23 Then Jesus said to them, 
"Undoubtedly, you will quote this saying to me: #Doctor, heal yourself. Do 
here in your hometown what we!ve heard you did in Capernaum.’” 24 He 
said, "I assure you that no prophet is welcome in the prophet!s hometown. 
25 And I can assure you that there were many widows in Israel during 
Elijah!s time, when it didn!t rain for three and a half years and there was a 
great food shortage in the land. 26 Yet Elijah was sent to none of them 
but only to a widow in the city of Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 There were also many persons with skin diseases in Israel during the 
time of the prophet Elisha, but none of them were cleansed. Instead, 
Naaman the Syrian was cleansed.” 
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As Jesus said all this…His words went from sweet to sour. As Jesus quoted 
the proverb, "Doctor, cure yourself,” he seems to me to be saying that he 
understands the doubt his townspeople have about him because he could 
do many signs and miracles in other places but not in his home setting. He 
then goes on to claim that, “No prophet is welcome in the prophet’s 
hometown.” This makes sense because I think we all realize it is easier to 
be impressive to folks who really don’t know you very well…much easier 
than to be impressive to folks who grew up with you. But Jesus doesn’t 
just let that sit there he goes on to quote a couple of well-known Bible 
stories. And the problem with these is that these particular stories don’t 
make the Jewish people look great. In fact, these stories when viewed 
through Jewish eyes or even Christian eyes allow one to pick up on the 
fact that God is NOT just for the ones considered the “favored ones.” God 
didn’t just send Elijah to Jewish families and God didn’t have Elisha only 
heal Jewish people.  
 
So…in this passage we can see that God is open to the “others” out there. 
And God really does not seem to like it when folks consider themselves 
special just because of their birth and heritage. Think about our world 
today…we still have folks who struggle with the idea that somehow they 
are favored and others are “less-thans.” Anita and I have now lived in 
eleven “villages.” Each of them had their own difficulties but in almost all 
of them we were accepted relatively quickly and welcomed to the 
community. But in most of these it was also clear at times that we were 
not “natives” to that community. Sometimes there seems to be “inside” 
stories about a community we just don’t know or are expected to 
understand. I know which of these communities that was for me the most 
difficult to feel, “at home” and welcomed. I’m not sure our children 
would agree. But every town, every village has its idiosyncrasies.  
 
But what I think Jesus was doing here is letting the folks of that small 
village know…there was nothing all that special about them! Yes, they 
were loved, and accepted by God, but they also were to understand that 
they were not in an exclusive club. Others were welcomed and accepted 
as well. 
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Here’s the problem though…when the beloved hometown boy is doing 
miracles and healing the folks, he is supposed to heal everyone in the 
hometown takes pride in him. Encourages him. And cheers him on. And 
then when he points out the flaws in his hometown friends and 
family…well, then they aren’t so proud of him anymore. The really strange 
thing to me is not only how quickly things changed but how severe the 
reaction and the action of the townsfolk becomes. They take him out to a 
hilltop and desire to throw him off! Now this foreshadows the later 
betrayal hatred that is shown to Jesus when he is sold to the enemies and 
is crucified. Remember not only is Jesus turned over, denied, and 
betrayed…they also declare they would rather have a known criminal 
released than have Jesus freed.  
 
Jesus touches a raw nerve so to speak. He points out that Elijah, the 
greatest prophet of all, actually went to a non-Hebrew woman to work a 
miracle, and he shows that Elisha, the second most popular prophet heals 
a fellow who is a commander in an enemy’s army. If you don’t know that 
story look it up in 2 Kings 5 it is a very interesting story. But it is 
interesting how the people of Jesus’ boyhood town get so worked up over 
a story they all would have known from their youth. When Jesus tells that 
story and hits them with the reality of what those stories mean, they 
decide their best option is to get rid of Jesus.  
 
Now…in a really odd ending to this passage as the people are trying to 
throw Jesus off the cliff it simply says, “But he passed through the crowd 
and went on his way.” I have often wondered if the people simply allowed 
him to pass by, or if he somehow became invisible, or somehow their sight 
was lost until after he had escaped. Regardless…it was not Jesus’ time, 
yet, to give up his life so he passed through and continued his ministry.  
 
But here’s the point. Or at least ONE point. Jesus, even though they don’t 
see him as a prophet…even though they don’t see him as a Savior…and 
even though they seek to destroy him because he wasn’t what they 
expected…and EVEN though they can’t even see him when he passes 
through, literally, their midst. Jesus still SEES them! Jesus SEES everyone. 
Every female, male, transgendered, binary and non-binary person. Jesus 
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SEES everyone. Even those who reject him and those who don’t see or 
recognize him…they are still SEEN by the Son of God.  
 
The 1st Corinthians passage tells us what unconditional love really is. I 
know we read it all the time during weddings and it is held as a love that 
should exist in marriages. But it is actually more than that. It is a love 
that God has for all God’s people. God sees, finds, seeks, and knows us 
all…and God’s love is patient and kind, it isn’t jealous, or boastful, or 
rude…God’s love never fails. The ones we may not see or may not really 
want to see…God sees them. And we are called to see them and LOVE 
them as well!  
 
It is "joy to be hidden,” writes pediatrician and psychoanalyst D.W. 
Winnicott, reflecting on the children!s game, hide-and-seek, "but disaster 
not to be found.” 
 
Psychologist Alison Carper quotes that line in a The New York Times 
opinion piece. Alison tells the story of Sandra, a 4-year-old patient of hers 
who was "selectively mute.” She spoke only rarely inside her home, but 
never in public. 
 
"In our first session, Sandra and I met with her mother in a room full of 
toys. The mother was a small woman in her mid-30s whose dark hair, 
pulled back in a ponytail, set off an angry and anxious face. The pair sat 
down at a long table, and the mother turned away from both of us. I 
brought over some toys — fuzzy hand puppets and a basket of plastic 
fruit.” 
 
Alison began playing with the toys. Sandra looked interested, then joined 
in the play, but without speaking. 
 
Finally, "She got up from the table, walked to another part of the room 
and silently called me to join her with a curl of her tiny index finger. I 
arrived at her side. She pointed to a basket high on a shelf and asked, in 
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perfectly articulated English, as if speaking were the simplest thing in the 
world and she did it all the time, "What!s in that?” 
 
A breakthrough! The doctor and her tiny patient played some more. At the 
end of the hour: "When I straightened up and turned toward her mother, I 
was alarmed to see that her mother!s face was fixed in a tight, angry 
expression. She gestured to the room, strewn with toys from an hour of 
play, and said to her daughter in disgust, #Look at the mess you!ve made!$!I 
haven!t seen Sandra in many years. She would be a woman now. When I 
think of the little girl she was, my heart breaks. Not only did her mother 
fail to look for her, but when Sandra did venture from her hiding place, 
she was also intensely shamed.” 
 
Alison did have some further sessions with Sandra!s mother: "In meeting 
with the mother, I learned, not surprisingly, about how she herself had 
never been found as a child because no one had come looking. She passed 
it down like a genetic trait. I!m sure it could be traced to Sandra!s 
grandparents as well, and to their parents before them. None of these 
people was a villain. If there!s one thing I!ve learned in my years as a 
therapist, it!s that there are no villains. Rather, there are generations 
upon generations of hurt people who cause others pain because it!s the 
only way they know how to communicate their own.”3 
 
Ok…I started out by asking what we should do with a bad apple? I think we 
all know the reality is that if we keep the bad apples in with the 
good…then eventually all the apples will go bad. We know that a bad 
apple can’t be good for a lot of things but that a bad apple doesn’t really 
need to be thrown away and it turns out they are good for quite a few 
things. Among those are:Apple Cinnamon Toaster Strudels. ... Apple Pie 
Granola Bars. ... Baked Apples Stuffed with Oatmeal & Brown Sugar. ...  
Slow Cooker Apple Butter. ... Glazed Apple Fritters. 
 

 
3 —Alison Carper, !The Importance of Hide-and-Seek,” The New York Times, June 30, 2015. 
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So, I don’t want to say the Jackson 5 were right or wrong…but it turns out 
in this case one bad apple don’t spoil the whole bunch and when it comes 
to God and how God views us all…it turns out there really are NO bad 
apples at least none that are beyond the GRACE and LOVE of God! Amen. 


