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January 16, 2022 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
“Do Whatever He Tells You” 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Common English Bible 
12 Brothers and sisters, I don!t want you to be ignorant about spiritual gifts. 2 You 
know that when you were Gentiles you were often misled by false gods that can!t 
even speak. 3 So I want to make it clear to you that no one says, "Jesus is cursed!” 
when speaking by God!s Spirit, and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord,” except by the 
Holy Spirit. 4 There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
different ministries and the same Lord; 6 and there are different activities but the 
same God who produces all of them in everyone. 7 A demonstration of the Spirit is 
given to each person for the common good. 8 A word of wisdom is given by the 
Spirit to one person, a word of knowledge to another according to the same Spirit, 
9 faith to still another by the same Spirit, gifts of healing to another in the one 
Spirit, 10 performance of miracles to another, prophecy to another, the ability to 
tell spirits apart to another, different kinds of tongues to another, and the 
interpretation of the tongues to another. 11 All these things are produced by the one 
and same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person. 
 
John 2:1-11 Common English Bible 
2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus#!mother was there, 
and 2 Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. 3 When the wine 
ran out, Jesus#!mother said to him, "They don!t have any wine.” 4 Jesus replied, 
"Woman, what does that have to do with me? My time hasn!t come yet.” 5 His mother 
told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby were six stone water jars 
used for the Jewish cleansing ritual, each able to hold about twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water,” and they filled them to the 
brim. 8 Then he told them, "Now draw some from them and take it to the 
headwaiter,” and they did. 9 The headwaiter tasted the water that had become 
wine. He didn!t know where it came from, though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew. The headwaiter called the groom 10 and said, "Everyone serves the 
good wine first. They bring out the second-rate wine only when the guests are 
drinking freely. You kept the good wine until now.” 11 This was the first miraculous 
sign that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and his disciples 
believed in him. 
 
I think men who have a pierced ear are better prepared for marriage. They've 
experienced pain and bought jewelry. (Rita Rudner) Keep your eyes wide open 
before the wedding, half shut afterwards. (Benjamin Franklin) By all means marry; if 



 

 2 

you get a good wife, you'll be happy. If you get a bad one, you'll become a 
philosopher. (Socrates) I love being married. It's so great to find that one special 
person you want to annoy for the rest of your life. (Rita Rudner) Never go to bed 
mad. Stay up and fight. (Phyllis Diller) 
 
Michelle — not her real name — is a Michigan woman who works at a 7-11. She loves 
her customers, her work and her fiancé. 
 
So, she married him on the asphalt outside the 7-11 on 7/11 — July 11th — carrying 
her bouquet in a Super Big Gulp cup. At the reception, hot dogs and Slurpees were 
served at reduced prices. 
 
In Washington state, a wedding was celebrated 18 stories up atop the Tacoma 
Narrows Suspension Bridge soaring over Puget Sound and high above the speeding 
traffic whizzing by down below. The happy twosome walked what may be the longest 
aisle in wedding history.  
 
In Maine, one couple first met at their town transfer station — locally known as The 
Dump. He had just started working there. She had just brought her first recyclables. 
They plan to be married where they met while standing in the bucket loader. Town 
folk have been donating returnable bottles to build a honeymoon fund. The couple is 
seeking ways to incorporate recycled objects into their wedding outfits. They can!t 
wait to say "I do” at The Dump.  
 
Several years ago…in fact it was one of my first weddings. I answered a phone call 
and the woman on the other end said to me, “I am wondering if you would do a 
wedding ceremony for us?” I answered, “Tell about yourself and your wedding?” And 
she said, “My name is Lilian and my fiancé and myself want to get married at the 
East Moline VFW…that’s where we met…and we want to get married there with all 
our friends.” I said, “I have never been in the East Moline VFW would it be possible 
for me to meet you there?” And so she and her Fiancé met me that Friday night at 
the VFW in East Moline, IL. Guess what the most prominent feature of the East 
Moline VFW is? At least it was in the 80’s. It was a bar. But when I got there the bar 
tender knew right away who I was…probably because I didn’t look like a veteran…and 
she took me into the room next door and showed me exactly what all they wanted to 
do to make that wedding special. She was thrilled to be doing all that for her friends 
and she went on and on about how special they were. I couldn’t turn them down…so 
the next week we did a wedding at the VFW in East Moline, IL…and I have always said 
it had one of the most church like, almost holy, feelings of any wedding I have ever 
done. Their love for each other was so very real…and so was the love of their friends.  
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The wedding at Cana was not exceptional for its location. But there was a minor stir 
when the wine ran out and that!s when a Jewish mother intervened — Jesus#!mother.  
 
And that!s when Jesus stepped out, of his humanity and into his divinity, changing 
mediocre water into vintage wine. This miracle at Cana is a part of John some call 
the “Book of Signs.” This section runs from 1:19-12:50. In one respect, 2:1-11 wraps 
up the activity of Jesus calling his first disciples recorded in 1:19-51, as it states in 
2:11, "and his disciples believed in him.” At the same time, the story of the wedding 
at Cana starts both Jesus#!public ministry in general and his demonstration of 
miraculous signs in particular.  
 
This passage also presents the first of two miracles performed by Jesus at Cana, the 
second being his healing of the official!s son found in 4:46-54. These two Cana stories 
frame a specific unit of material within The Book of Signs that includes the cleansing 
of the temple, Nicodemus#!visit with Jesus, John the Baptist!s final witness and 
Jesus#!encounter with the Samaritan woman. So…in this Cana story we find that 
Jesus, indeed stepped out of his humanity and into his divinity.  
 
That being said…one commentator said we should not read too much into that 
statement — “Stepped out of his humanity and into his divinity.” This is not saying 
that Jesus was no longer one or the other. The point is simply that the gospel text 
itself tells us the intention of this miracle: "Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in 
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him” (v. 11). 
 
Truth be told, most weddings, as lovely as they are, are forgettable — except of 
course…your own, and the ones on bridges, or at The Dump, or maybe in an exotic 
location. Unforgettable weddings usually have an unpredictable facet — like a 
fainting bride, or a cold-footed no-show groom, (I’ve had both) or a bridesmaid who 
fell in the mud on the way in the door, or a smiling minister who repeatedly and 
confidently calls the bride and groom by the wrong names. (I have NOT done that…I 
don’t think!) …or maybe one where the bride punches a horse! Or one where a fight 
breaks out between the Best Man and the brother of the Bride! Don’t ask how I 
know… 
 
Obviously though…Jesus, his mother and his friends attended an unforgettable 
wedding in Cana. It seems people are still talking about this one. Three features of 
John 2:1-11 deserve special attention. First there is the wedding banquet itself. 
Second is the interaction between Mary and Jesus. Third is the replenishing of the 
wine. 
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Apparently, it was just your typical, traditional wedding celebration with an average 
and pleasant reception — until the wine gave out. Customarily the better wine was 
served first at Galilean wedding receptions. This makes sense, when you think about 
it. You serve the good wine first, when the taste buds are fresh and expectant, in 
other words no Covid! After a few glasses, who cares? Both the guests and their taste 
buds are dull, and the cheap stuff can be brought out for the final slide into 
inebriation.  
 
But to run out of wine before it is time — that was an unforgettable hospitality 
indiscretion that would have caused minor humiliation for the host if the problem 
was not hastily fixed. In short — it could have been a social disaster.  
 
Picture a stressed-out host trying to find more wine while quietly badgering his 
servants. And the servants#!fear of possible punishment might be real! 
 
For whatever reason, Mary, Jesus#!mother, got involved in the wine problem. We 
don!t know why. Maybe it was the wedding of a relative. Maybe Mary thought that 
marriages were worth celebrating. We can almost hear Mary saying, "Don!t worry 
about it, I!ll talk to my son — he can fix anything.” 
 
So, Mary tells Jesus, "They!re out of wine.” “They have no wine”. "Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me?” (v. 4) Jesus replies. The Greek here literally 
reads, "What to me and to you, woman?” Perhaps it could be more colloquially 
translated, "Woman, what!s it to me and you?” or "Woman, why are you bothering me 
with this?” or more loosely still, "Woman, please!”  
 
Much is made here of Jesus#!apparent rebuke, particularly the way he addresses Mary 
as "woman” instead of "mother.” Is Jesus embarrassed by Mary, even angry at her, so 
embarrassed or angry he does not even acknowledge her as his mother? Does Jesus 
view Mary!s request being beneath his pursuit of higher purposes? Is the writer of 
John!s gospel highlighting this exchange to illustrate a distance between Jesus and 
Mary that underscores how Jesus thinks in terms of the heavenly concerns of his 
Father, while Mary — like Nicodemus in 3:1-15 and the Samaritan woman in 4:1-15 — 
focuses on earthly concerns? All possibilities I suppose.  
 
There are also ancient stories of Jesus#!youthful miracles written in a New Testament 
apocryphal gospel called The Arabic Gospel of the Infancy of the Savior. Some of the 
apocryphal stories in this gospel about the young Jesus aren!t too sweet. But there is 
one describing how Jesus, ever the dutiful son, helped in the family carpentry 
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business. Every carpenter knows this rule: measure twice, cut once, because if a 
board!s cut too short you can!t stretch it to fit — not then, not now — unless Jesus is 
your son.  
 
According to the Infancy Gospel, the young Jesus worked with his carpenter dad. Dad 
wasn!t too good a carpenter, so this gospel says. Every time any product of their 
workshop was the wrong size — which apparently was fairly often — Joseph asked 
Jesus to fix it. Jesus, according to this apocryphal tale, would wave his hand over the 
finished piece, thus miraculously stretching it or shrinking it to the right size, 
satisfying his father and the customer. Even if this story or the others like it in the 
New Testament Apocrypha are mythology, it is reasonable to assume that Mary, his 
mother, knew he could fix things like no other son could; otherwise, she would never 
have suggested that Jesus fix the wine problem. 
 
In a way, even though it was Jesus who performed this first public miracle, it was 
Mary who saved that wedding day. She led Jesus to it.  
 
His miracle was simple. Fill six large ceramic jars with water. Dip a cup. Take the 
cup to the wedding coordinator. Let him taste. Suddenly there were 120 to 180 
gallons of excellent wine. That was no doubt enough wine for the rest of the 
reception. 
 
Certainly, the guests tasted the quality improvement. They speculated: "Everyone 
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now” (v. 10). 
 
So what does all this mean? 
 
It means that the wedding at Cana is where Jesus "revealed his glory,” and where the 
disciples first "believed in him.” 
 
So what does all this mean to us? It means that if Jesus can change water into wine, 
he can change us, too. So, then this is a miracle of transformation! 
 
As one wife put it after her alcoholic husband encountered the transforming power 
of the resurrected Christ, "Jesus changed beer into furniture.” That is, money that 
had been spent on beer was now being spent on the family. 
 
Jesus, our Savior, can turn the sour into the sweet. Jesus can turn bitterness into 
peace. Jesus can turn hatred into love. Jesus can turn anger into joy. 
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Mary says to the stewards at the wedding…and to all of us, "Do whatever he tells 
you” (v. 5). Mary is more than a pushy mom with excessive pride in her boy. When 
she says, "Do whatever he tells you,” Mary is not bragging, but showing faith in her 
son who also happens to be the Son of God. It is not clear-cut whether Mary yet 
knows for sure that Jesus is the Son of God. But John and the audience for whom this 
gospel is written know. And John portrays Mary knowing enough to rely on the power 
and authority of whatever her son has to say — a portrayal in which Mary trusts the 
words of Jesus who is the Word.  
 
Mary!s approach to Jesus concerning the wine demonstrates her firm belief that Jesus 
can save that and any situation. For those who already know "the rest of the story” 
of Jesus#!resurrection, Mary models the true disciple!s humble trust that whatever 
Jesus tells us will always reliably manifest the will of God ... that whatever Jesus 
tells us to do is always the right thing to do. 
 
Later in John we find Jesus at a well. While there he encounters a woman who is 
broken. She had gone out in the heat of the day to get water…most likely because it 
meant she would not have to encounter anyone else but on that day she encountered 
the ONE who could make all the difference…she encountered the ONE who took what 
was regular and plain and turned it into something special. After her visit with Jesus, 
she was amazed and she was transformed by him and by his grace.  She couldn’t 
keep quiet about what she had experienced. 
 
We all can be transformed…we all can be changed…we all can be new creations in 
Christ. Just like the water at Cana…just like the woman at the well…we can be 
transformed from however the world defines us into that which has been touched by 
the Master.  
 
The wedding at Cana is a metaphor for new, transformational beginnings. His 
disciples "believed in him.” So should we.  And as the stewards did that day…may we 
do as well…and go and do whatever Christ tells us to do! Amen. 


