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February 6, 2022 
Luke 5:1-11 
“Sure…I’ll Try it YOUR Way!” 
 
Luke 5:1-11 Common English Bible 
5 One day Jesus was standing beside Lake Gennesaret when the crowd 
pressed in around him to hear God!s word. 2 Jesus saw two boats sitting by 
the lake. The fishermen had gone ashore and were washing their nets. 
3 Jesus boarded one of the boats, the one that belonged to Simon, then 
asked him to row out a little distance from the shore. Jesus sat down and 
taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he finished speaking to the 
crowds, he said to Simon, "Row out farther, into the deep water, and drop 
your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon replied, "Master, we!ve worked hard all 
night and caught nothing. But because you say so, I!ll drop the nets.” 6 So 
they dropped the nets and their catch was so huge that their nets were 
splitting. 7 They signaled for their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. They filled both boats so full that they were about to sink. 
8 When Simon Peter saw the catch, he fell at Jesus#!knees and said, "Leave 
me, Lord, for I!m a sinner!” 9 Peter and those with him were overcome 
with amazement because of the number of fish they caught. 10 James and 
John, Zebedee!s sons, were Simon!s partners and they were amazed too. 
Jesus said to Simon, "Don!t be afraid. From now on, you will be fishing for 
people.” 11 As soon as they brought the boats to the shore, they left 
everything and followed Jesus. 
 
A guy goes in for a job interview and sits down with the boss. 
The boss asks him, "What do you think is your worst quality?” 
The man says "I!m probably too honest.” 
The boss says, "That!s not a bad thing, I think being honest is a good 
quality.” 
The man replies, "I don!t care about what you think!” 
 
When an employment application asks who is to be notified in case of 
emergency, I always write, "A very good doctor”. 
 
Team work is important; it helps to put the blame on someone else. 
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I!m great at multitasking. I can waste time, be unproductive, and 
procrastinate all at once. 
 
Let’s see…how many of you have gotten set in your ways when it comes to 
something you have done and have done for quite a while? Any of you? It’s 
good to see that I’m not the only one! If you are like me in this regard 
then I know how you feel when someone who has never, to your 
knowledge, done your job or duty or obligation, and comes up to you with 
suggestions on how to do your job or how to improve upon your doing your 
job.  
 
My guess…if you are like me at all…is that you get frustrated when 
someone, even if they have great and kind motives, tries to give you 
instructions on how to do something you feel like you have been doing 
well for a long time.  
 
Anita’s Dad, Bill, was a carpenter and a fine one at that. He, at one time, 
decided that there was quite a market in our community for people 
wanting to replace ceilings. He got very good at doing them and very 
quick at completing them as well. He got so quick, that he started 
advertising he could do a ceiling in ONE DAY. So, if a person hired him, 
and had everything out of the room so he could work, he would guarantee 
them he would not leave till the job was done. As you might imagine, he 
got quite a bit of work doing ceilings during this time. In fact, he was very 
busy doing ceilings and probably was even becoming known around town 
as the ceiling guy.  
 
The interesting thing was that no matter how many he did, and how well 
he did them, there was always someone who thought he needed some 
suggestions or pointers on how to do them or on how to do them better!  
 
And guess what…Anita’s dad didn’t like this very much. In fact, he used to 
joke…kind of, with every new customer that he had two prices, one if 
they let him do his work and left him alone, and another if they wanted to 
supervise him. And he would always, with a twinkle in his eye, say to 
them, “And guess which price is lower?” 
 



 

 3 

So…it’s pretty universal that folks do NOT like to be told how to do 
something which they have been doing well for a period of time. But it is 
also true there is always someone willing to offer that unsolicited advice 
and it is equally true we can always improve upon whatever job it is we 
are doing…if we are willing. 
 
In our story from Luke today we find Jesus near Lake Gennesaret. Which 
by the way is simply another name for the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had gone 
to Capernum in Galilee and first encounters a fellow with a demon while 
in the synagogue. The interesting thing here is Jesus not only casts out the 
demon it turns out the demon is one of the first to recognize Jesus as the 
holy one of God. Now, after the service it says that Jesus went home with 
Simon and while there, they encounter Simon’s mother in law. It turns out 
she was sick with a high fever and the family all ask Jesus to help her. The 
scripture says he bent over her and spoke harshly to the fever and it left 
her! We don’t know what exactly Jesus says according to Luke…but it is 
interesting that the phrase Luke uses is that he spoke “harshly” to the 
fever. The Greek word here, epitimao literally means he imposed a 
penalty upon the fever…her rebuked it!  
 
Every preacher who ever preaches on that passage loves to point out what 
Simon’s mother-in-law does right after Jesus heals her…she gets up and 
SERVES him. Oh, if only everyone who has been saved by Jesus would do 
that!  
 
So, right after Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law the news evidently gets 
out that Jesus can cast out demons and heal people because it gets real 
busy around Simon’s mother in laws house! Lots of people bring their 
loved ones to Jesus to be healed and/or to have demons cast out. Jesus 
does this for most of the night…in fact it says, “When daybreak arrived, 
Jesus went to a deserted place. The crowds were looking for him. When 
they found him, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he said to 
them, "I must preach the good news of God!s kingdom in other cities too, 
for this is why I was sent.” Another interesting point is several of the cast 
out demons proclaim Jesus as the Son of God and to each of them a word 
of rebuke is spoken by Jesus! Remember we still haven’t heard the 
disciples say Jesus is God’s son…but we have heard the demons say it.  
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Next it tells us that Jesus continues to preach in the Judean synagogues 
and then we start with our passage for today. Jesus is standing near the 
Lake and folks are very much wanting to be close to him! So close that 
Jesus decides it would be best if he were able to be in a boat just offshore 
to speak to them. There are two boats there, both have been used for 
fishing and are evidently done for the day. So, Jesus jumps in Simon’s 
boat and directs him to row out a bit from the shore. Next Jesus sits down 
and teaches and preaches to the crowd. After he has finished his teaching 
and preaching, he says to Simon, “Row out farther, into the deep water, 
and drop your nets for a catch.” Simon replied, "Master, we!ve worked 
hard all night and caught nothing!” 
 
There…can you hear it? Jesus, who was the son of a carpenter…not a 
fisherman, and certainly NOT a commercial fisherman tells Simon a well-
seasoned fisherman who had probably been raised by a fisherman how to 
fish! Can you just hear it in Simon’s response? He says, “Master…We’ve 
worked hard, been fishing hard, ALL NIGHT and caught nothing! Now you 
want us to go back out in the heat of the day when we should be home 
and napping and try fishing again? I have a feeling Simon was at best 
thinking, “What on earth? I’ve been fishing all my life…what does he know 
about it!” And he might have been thinking something even more severe 
than that.  
 
I might just try that next week. I’ll call our builder and say, hey…tell your 
guys to use their other hands when they hammer or saw! I won’t give any 
explanation…I’ll just give my opinion. I’m sure it will be well received! 
But…here’s the thing…Simon, even though he had to be a bit put out by 
Jesus asking this, he has also been watching Jesus the past several days 
and he has seen a LOT of interesting things. He has seen his mother-in-law 
healed, demons cast out, and more other people healed than he could 
count. Jesus has started to become someone he is ready to listen to and 
invest his life with so when Jesus tells this worn out, fished out, fisherman 
who was ready to be done for the day to go back out and fish some 
more…he says, “But because you say so, I!ll drop the nets.” 
 
And out they go…and down go the nets and it says they caught so many 
fish they had to get help to handle all the fish! As a result of all this Simon 
who now is called first Simon Peter and then just Peter is humbled and it 
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says, “When Simon Peter saw the catch, he fell at Jesus#!knees and said, 
"Leave me, Lord, for I!m a sinner!” Peter and those with him were 
overcome with amazement because of the number of fish they caught. 
James and John, Zebedee!s sons, were Simon!s partners and they were 
amazed too. Jesus said to Simon, "Don!t be afraid. From now on, you will 
be fishing for people.” As soon as they brought the boats to the shore, 
they left everything and followed Jesus.” 
 
So, much like Simon’s mother-in-law after they had truly encountered the 
Son of God, the Messiah…they take the amazing action of leaving 
everything and following Jesus!  
 
Did you notice that Jesus tells the disciples they will no longer be simply 
fishing for fish but now they will be fishing for people. He is using a 
familiar term for them, so it is easy for them to understand what it is he 
wants them to do. The term he uses for fishing here actually refers to 
capturing alive or reviving or making alive what they catch. So, unlike the 
fishing they have been doing for fish where the goal is to capture and eat 
the fish…this time what they catch they are to make even more spiritually 
alive!  
 
And all of this brings us to our lives today. We who are sitting here today 
have already encountered Jesus. At least most of us have. The decision of 
what we do from this point is ours. We are no different than those first 
disciples we are set in our ways that are our ways. We are…dare I say 
it…resistant to change and even afraid to really follow Jesus. But we have 
encountered him, and Jesus calls us, as he did those first followers…to be 
fishers of women and men. To make disciples of his.  
 
So here we go, floating out into the world as a sign of God!s love for all 
people. "Do not be afraid,” said Jesus to his very first fisherman followers; 
"from now on you will be catching people” (v. 10). The best way to attract 
people to God is, it turns out, to be light and to be full of the Spirit, and 
the most effective way to draw people to Jesus is to do our best to love 
them as profoundly as Jesus loves them. 
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There was a woman in a mental hospital in Washington who was just sick 
and tired of hearing her chaplain tell her how much God loved her. She 
heard him say this again and again, and it just didn!t ring true; she didn!t 
believe it. Finally, she said to the chaplain, "Please, stop telling me how 
much God loves me. First, you love me. Then I!ll know that God loves 
me.” 
 
Our job…our calling as we begin our ministry in our new building is to 
show the extraordinary and extravagantly compassionate love of Christ for 
all people. We are the ones who must be courageous enough to think of 
ways to show that love and we are to be willing to invest 
ourselves…wholly…to become Christ’s followers.  
 
Winston Churchill said, "If you don!t take change by the hand, it will take 
you by the throat.” [If] we take change seriously whenever we think about 
our church buildings, we will avoid the pain of being taken "by the 
throat.” Positively stated, we think that a congregation has a lot to gain 
by facing the fact of change as they evaluate their buildings and plan for 
the future of their worshiping community, because they will be prepared 
for the inevitable cycles of life, death and rebirth.  
 
Every congregation has its story.… [And] if the congregation is alive, then 
its story is not over. It will continue to speak about a group that is either 
growing or shrinking, either aging or welcoming new youth, either 
developing new responses to different needs or resting from tasks 
accomplished. In short, a congregation!s story is also about change. 
 
Each of us learns to live with this tension in our own lives. Why shouldn’t!t 
we expect the same of our congregations and our church buildings? We are 
called to fish, not just sit in the boat. Amen. 1  
 

 
1 —Author, the Rev. Charles N. Fulton III, President, Epsicopal Church Building Fund, Director of 
Congregational Development, Episcopal Church Center, !Planned flexibility,” Congregational Builder 
Newsletter, Ecbf.org. Retrieved July 10, 2003. Used by permission.  


