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February 28, 2022 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 
“Unveiling the Truth” 
 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 Common English Bible 
12 So, since we have such a hope, we act with great confidence. 13 We 
aren!t like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the Israelites 
couldn!t watch the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds were 
closed. Right up to the present day the same veil remains when the old 
covenant is read. The veil is not removed because it is taken away by 
Christ. 15 Even today, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their 
hearts. 16 But whenever someone turns back to the Lord, the veil is 
removed. 17 The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Lord!s Spirit is, there is 
freedom. 18 All of us are looking with unveiled faces at the glory of the 
Lord as if we were looking in a mirror. We are being transformed into that 
same image from one degree of glory to the next degree of glory. This 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
4 This is why we don!t get discouraged, given that we received this 
ministry in the same way that we received God!s mercy. 2 Instead, we 
reject secrecy and shameful actions. We don!t use deception, and we 
don!t tamper with God!s word. Instead, we commend ourselves to 
everyone!s conscience in the sight of God by the public announcement of 
the truth.  
 
Luke 9:28-36 Common English Bible 
28 About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, John, and 
James, and went up on a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed and his clothes flashed white like 
lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, were talking with him. 31 They 
were clothed with heavenly splendor and spoke about Jesus"!departure, 
which he would achieve in Jerusalem. 32 Peter and those with him were 
almost overcome by sleep, but they managed to stay awake and saw his 
glory as well as the two men with him. 
33 As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, #Master, 
it!s good that we!re here. We should construct three shrines: one for you, 
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one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—but he didn!t know what he was 
saying. 34 Peter was still speaking when a cloud overshadowed them. As 
they entered the cloud, they were overcome with awe. 
35 Then a voice from the cloud said, #This is my Son, my chosen one. 
Listen to him!” 36 Even as the voice spoke, Jesus was found alone. They 
were speechless and at the time told no one what they had seen. 
 
Smiling like a fool, lifting her veil, looking longingly into my beloved's 
eyes, I whispered, "A...E...I...O...U...and sometimes Y." 
The priest then turned to her. 
"And has the bride prepared any wedding vowels?" 
 
She longed for and dreamed of the day she would marry…Ahhh and all to 
Know a Veil! 
 
Do you know what you call a dangerous bride? A thinly veiled threat! 
 
Several years ago, I was doing a wedding for a young woman and her 
fiancé. Her parents were very active in our church and were the kind of 
people who you just wanted to do nice things for. They were always being 
kind and thoughtful to our family and I certainly wanted to return the 
favor. Their daughter had a “thing” for Disney World and its 
characters…and while I don’t share that love I certainly had no problem 
with them using a lot of Disney-themed music. Like with any wedding I sat 
down the with the prospective bride and groom several times before the 
wedding and thought we had covered all the necessary things…at least 
concerning the wedding. But then as the organist started playing whatever 
Disney song it was that the bride had chosen for her to walk down the 
aisle I noticed something I had not prepared for. The bride was wearing a 
veil…later I was corrected to say it was a “Blusher” but to me it was still 
something covering her face and I had absolutely NO idea what to do with 
it? Was I supposed to lift it? Was her groom? Was her father? When should 
we do the lifting? All of this was going through my mind as she and her Dad 
gracefully made their way down our all-too-short church aisle. And before 
you knew it…they were standing right there in front of me and the music 
was ending…what was I supposed to do??  
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I rejected the idea that I was supposed to lift the veil right away…that 
seemed far too personal to me. And so I just started reading the wedding 
service. I usually start with the greeting and then proceed directly to the 
part called the “Declaration of Intention” which is where I basically ask 
the bride and groom what they intend to do while we are all dressed up 
and sitting in church. Next comes the blessing or more traditionally the 
giving of the bride by her father or whomever had escorted her in. We 
made it through the declaration of intention and then I looked at her 
dad…my friend to see if I could figure out if he knew what he was to do 
about that veil. He would have been a fine poker player…I couldn’t read 
him at all. So I simply asked the question…he answered, “Her mother and I 
do.” And then he looked at his daughter and…raised her veil, pushing it 
back so it was off her face, he gave her a quick kiss and he sat down with 
his wife for the rest of the service. The veil was lifted! And so was the 
burden of me not knowing when it was going to happen!  
 
It turns out Bridal veils have a long tradition. In the journal, “Brides” 
which I have to be honest makes me think of spending money every time I 
see one, it says, “The veil is #the oldest part of the bridal ensemble,” says 
wedding historian Susan Waggoner. It dates back to ancient times when 
people #wrapped brides from head to toe to represent the delivery of a 
modest and untouched maiden.” Added benefits: The veil also #hid her 
away from evil spirits who might want to thwart her happiness.”  
 
It also says, “There are some other histories surrounding the lineage of the 
veil. According to Waggoner, veils might #stem from the days of arranged 
marriages, was the desire to hide the bride!s face from the groom. “Queen 
Victoria was married in a white dress and a veil cascading down her back, 
#making her the first modern monarch to be married in a veil,” Waggoner 
explains. And at that moment, the image of a bride was defined for 
centuries to come.”1 
 

 
1 https://www.brides.com/story/wedding-traditions-debunked-the-veil 
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The story of Jacob found in Genesis tells of possibly a time when a veil 
was used to hide the bride. In the story, Jacob has fallen in love with the 
younger sister of Leah. The Bible says of Rachel, that she had a beautiful 
figure and was very good looking…by the way you know what it says about 
Leah? It says, “She had delicate eyes…and actually in Hebrew it might 
have meant she had poor eyesight.” In any event Jacob fell head over hills 
in love with Rachel and told her dad he would work for seven years just so 
he could marry her. And it says those seven years just flew by like a few 
days and finally the day came for Jacob to get his wife. They had the 
wedding…Jacob was there, his bride was there and then it was time to go 
to their wedding tent and spend their first night together. It was dark and 
Jacob was in love. And then the dawn came and when Jacob looked…it 
wasn’t the beautiful Rachel he had shared the night with it was her older 
sister…the one with possibly poor eyesight who had been given to him. So 
in some ways the veil had been pulled over Jacobs eyes. Anyway…you get 
the idea, the veil or something covered the truth and Jacob didn’t see 
well. 
 
In the story after Jacob confronts his father-in-law they decide to 
compromise and he does get to marry Rachel and Leah and he has to work 
an additional 7 years for his father in law. 
 
Veils have been worn by brides for centuries. Today it is far more common 
for brides to not wear them or to only wear them on the backs of their 
heads. All of this seems very far from where we!ve living today, unless 
we!re brides-to-be or among the religious devout, right? 
 
Yet, the metaphor is not that strange to us, is it? For the past two years, 
we!ve been wearing masks, and even though some stores no longer require 
them, for the time being hospitals, airlines, and other places still do. And 
for many concerned citizens, it!s still necessary and desirable to wear a 
veil…er mask for safety. And what is a mask but a variety of a veil? Most 
masks do not cover the eyes, but some do. So, in a sense, we!re used to 
wearing face coverings. Just this past week I was wearing a mask, had my 
glasses off because they were fogging, was all slumped over cause my 
back was killing me, and someone I know very well didn’t have a clue who 



 

 5 

I was! I think I heard her say she thought I had delicate eyes…naw just 
kidding on that. But the masks do prevent us from being truly and 
completely seen. 
 
Now, Moses had twin problems related to mask-wearing. First, because of 
the brightness of God!s glory, Moses found himself in the presence of God, 
and the glory of God was so astonishingly brilliant that his eyes could not 
deal with it. The brightness of the glory required something like those 
solar eclipse glasses we all wore a couple of years ago. He could not see 
the brightness of God and do so safely. So, the Bible tells us that he hid 
his face with a veil. We don!t know anything else about this veil. We don’t 
know if it was made of a piece of fine, woven linen or something else. We 
don’t know if he used part of his robe? What we do know is that in the 
presence of God, he needed some kind of eye and face protection. And he 
really needed it to protect others when he was around them as well. At 
least according to the movie “The Ten Commandments.”  
 
So, throughout the Old Testament we find out we don’t know what God 
actually looks like…and we find out we are not ever to see God face to 
face. But it is safe to say that those who do get even a glimpse of 
God…are forever changed. As an aside, we do need to be careful we don’t 
create God in our image…rather than the other way around. It is God who 
does the creating…not us.  
 
The apostle Paul tells us in his second letter to the Corinthians, “We 
aren!t like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the Israelites 
couldn!t watch the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds were 
closed. Right up to the present day the same veil remains when the old 
covenant is read. The veil is not removed because it is taken away by 
Christ. 15 Even today, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their 
hearts.” 
 
This passage really spoke to me this week! For the past two weeks we 
have discussed the sermon on the plain and the plain talk of Jesus about 
how we are to love and what we are to do for others…and how we are to 
do FOR others. And yet I think what we often see and experience in our 
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world is that many see the word of God with veils over their faces or at 
least over their minds. Listen to how the New Revised Standard states 
these verses, “But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, 
when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still 
there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very day 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one 
turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.” 
 
So…the question becomes for all of us, are we hearing, seeing, living the 
word of God, the message of the gospel…with veils over our minds and 
hearts?” 
 
This is Transfiguration Sunday. The gospel reading from Luke 9:28-36, (37-
43a) tells the story of Jesus"!meeting face to face with Moses and Elijah. 
Perhaps he and Moses discussed their respective covenants, the covenants 
of law and grace. And perhaps he and Elijah discussed how prophets are 
often not understood or accepted very well. 
 
What we learn (among other lessons) is that God is all about unveiling. 
And here we learn that through Jesus Christ, the veil of the old covenant 
has been removed and torn away. We still live with the laws and the 
teachings of the Old Covenant, but we are not saved by them. We are 
saved by Jesus Christ, God incarnate who embodies grace, truth, and life.  
 
The glory and radiance of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration is just a 
glimpse of the glory of God. And of course…Peter and the others could 
scarcely bear to look upon it. Someday, the promise is, we, too, shall live 
in the presence of God, worshiping God when we get to heaven! 
 
But this also means we are not to live with veiled faces, hearts, or minds 
now! We are to see clearly now the message of the good news of Jesus. 
And in this week, we have once again seen clearly…that not everyone 
wants to see as Jesus calls us to see each other.  
 
I was not a believer at all. I actually thought Vladimir Putin would never 
actually attack Ukraine. I didn’t believe President Biden or the other 
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experts who kept warning us. I didn’t think we should ignore them…but a 
part of me was not willing or able to see the truth as clearly as others did. 
Thank God others did though! 
 
One might ask who could ever gaze on God!s glory directly? But it turns 
out, we can glimpse it, reflected elsewhere. We see God!s glory reflected 
in the glories of creation, and in the faces of other people. 
 
There!s a story of the great missionary doctor, Albert Schweitzer, who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953. Soon after winning the prize, Dr. 
Schweitzer was visiting Chicago. A gaggle of reporters and politicians had 
gathered at the train station to meet the famous man, who was the 
Mother Teresa of his day. As Dr. Schweitzer stepped off the train — six 
feet four inches in height, bushy hair, large moustache, decked out in his 
trademark white suit — the news cameras flashed, and city officials 
crowded around him for their photo ops. Just then, the doctor seemed to 
see something far off that attracted his attention. He asked if they would 
excuse him for a moment. 
 
This international celebrity walked right through the crowd — which 
parted to make room for him — until he reached an elderly African 
American woman who was struggling under the weight of two large 
suitcases. He picked the bags up in his big hands and, smiling, escorted 
the woman to a nearby bus. Schweitzer helped her aboard, then wished 
her a safe journey. Meanwhile, the crowd had tagged along behind him. 
He turned to them and said, simply, #Sorry to have kept you waiting.” 
A member of the reception committee turned and said to one of the 
reporters: #That!s the first time I ever saw a sermon walking.” 
 
Christians like Albert Schweitzer have, deep within their hearts, a service 
ethic that quickly becomes apparent to all who look on them. Far from 
veiling themselves to keep from being burned by God!s glory, they cast off 
the veil of the law. In the joyful glow of their faces, others can sense the 
nearness of God. Of course, one of the problems is we all have to endure 
severe struggles and trials to get to the point where we see more clearly. 
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At least often it is seemingly that way. I suppose for some it is easier than 
others, but we certainly see in the lives of the disciples that they endured 
much to get to the point where they clearly saw the Lord and his Grace. 
 
There!s a story of a master violin maker who had the reputation for 
making the most exquisite instruments. They used to say that the sound 
that emerged from his creations was like no other. One of the reasons his 
work was so good was that he insisted on overseeing the entire process of 
manufacture, beginning with the choice of wood and ending with the 
stringing of the instrument. This violinmaker used to take on a small 
number of apprentices. One of his pupils proved himself skillful in every 
way but one: he didn!t have a good eye for wood. It was hard for him to 
learn how to select the very best tree in the forest from which the violin 
would come. 
 
So, the master resolved to teach him. He took his apprentice out into the 
forest one day, in the dead of winter. Snow was swirling all around and 
icicles hung from the tree-branches. The two of them walked to the north, 
and the master started marking the trees. 
#Why?” the apprentice asked him. #Why these trees, and no others?” 
#These face due north,” the master replied. #They take the brunt of the 
wind, the chill and the ice. Their wood is strong, as a result. They make 
the best violins.” 
#Master,” asked the apprentice, #doesn!t it bother you to think about the 
trees that you marked standing alone in the wind, against all this ice and 
fury? Have you no pity for them?” The master looked at him and smiled. 
#No, not at all. You see, they are being tuned!” 
 
I don’t know all the answers to stopping folks from trying to invade 
another’s country and take lives of innocent folks. I do know I would not 
want to have them invade my home and take it away…it seems to me like 
they have no right to do that at all. I also know, deep within my soul that 
our Lord who stood on a mountain top with his Father, our God and with 
two of the greatest servants of all time, that this Jesus was showing Peter 
and his friends more of what it actually meant to be the savior, the son of 
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God, the Messiah. And I know it took Peter and his friends a fair amount of 
time before they could see Jesus with unveiled minds and hearts…I hope 
we are getting closer to seeing Jesus that way as well. 2  Amen.  

 
2 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041348 


