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February 13, 2022 
Luke 6:17-26 
“Plain Talk” 
 
Luke 6:17-26 Common English Bible 
17 Jesus came down from the mountain with them and stood on 
a large area of level ground. A great company of his disciples 
and a huge crowd of people from all around Judea and 
Jerusalem and the area around Tyre and Sidon joined him there. 
18 They came to hear him and to be healed from their diseases, 
and those bothered by unclean spirits were healed. 19 The 
whole crowd wanted to touch him, because power was going out 
from him and he was healing everyone. 20 Jesus raised his eyes 
to his disciples and said: !Happy are you who are poor, because 
God"s kingdom is yours. 21 Happy are you who hunger now, 
because you will be satisfied. Happy are you who weep now, 
because you will laugh. 22 Happy are you when people hate you, 
reject you, insult you, and condemn your name as evil because 
of the Human One. 23 Rejoice when that happens! Leap for joy 
because you have a great reward in heaven. Their ancestors did 
the same things to the prophets. 24 But how terrible for you 
who are rich, because you have already received your comfort. 
25 How terrible for you who have plenty now, because you will 
be hungry. How terrible for you who laugh now, because you 
will mourn and weep. 26 How terrible for you when all speak 
well of you. Their ancestors did the same things to the false 
prophets. 
 
Luke 6:17-26 The Message 
17-21 Coming down off the mountain with them, he stood on a 
plain surrounded by disciples, and was soon joined by a huge 
congregation from all over Judea and Jerusalem, even from the 
seaside towns of Tyre and Sidon. They had come both to hear 
him and to be cured of their diseases. Those disturbed by evil 

Commented [1]:  



 

 2 

spirits were healed. Everyone was trying to touch him—so much 
energy surging from him, so many people healed! Then he 
spoke: 
You"re blessed when you"ve lost it all. God"s kingdom is there for 
the finding. You"re blessed when you"re ravenously hungry. Then 
you"re ready for the Messianic meal. You"re blessed when the 
tears flow freely. 22-23 “Count yourself blessed every time 
someone cuts you down or throws you out, every time someone 
smears or blackens your name to discredit me. What it means is 
that the truth is too close for comfort and that that person is 
uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—skip like a 
lamb, if you like!—for even though they don"t like it, I do . . . and 
all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company; 
my preachers and witnesses have always been treated like this. 
24 But it"s trouble ahead if you think you have it made. What 
you have is all you"ll ever get. 25 And it"s trouble ahead if you"re 
satisfied with yourself. Your self will not satisfy you for long. 
And it"s trouble ahead if you think life"s all fun and games. 
There"s suffering to be met, and you"re going to meet it. 26 
“There"s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of 
others, saying what flatters them, doing what indulges them. 
Popularity contests are not truth contests—look how many 
scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your task 
is to be true, not popular. 
 
An Old Ice Fisherman walked out and cut a hole in the ice…He 
had no luck all day. 
A young boy walked out onto the ice with his boom box, cut a 
hole in the ice not too far from the old man and dropped in his 
fishing line. 
Within a minute, the boy got his first fish. The old man was 
astounded. Dismissed it as luck. The boy surprised him again. 
This went for a while. 
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The old man could not take it anymore. He went to the boy and 
said, !Son, you have been here only a few minutes and have 
caught about half a dozen fish! How do you do it?” 
The boy responded, !Roo raf roo reep ra rums rrarm.” 
!What was that?” the old man asked. 
Again the boy responded, !Roo raf roo reep ra rums rarrm.” 
!Look,” said the old man, !I can"t understand a word you are 
saying.” 
So, the boy spit into his hand and said, !You have to keep the 
worms warm!” 
 
Here are some classic put downs… 
 
"She ran the whole gamut of the emotions, from A to B." 
(supposedly this was Dorothy Parker’s comment on Katherine 
Hepburn’s acting!) 
 
"What you just said is one of the most insanely idiotic things I 
have ever heard. Everyone in this room is now dumber for 
having listened to it. I award you no points, and may God have 
mercy on your soul." 
(Billy Madison getting reprimanded by his principal!) 
 
"If your brains were dynamite, there wouldn't be enough to blow 
your hat off." 
((Author Kurt Vonnegut Jr. from the novel ‘Time quake’!)) 
 
How many of you have heard of the “Sermon on the Mount?” It is 
a favorite piece of scripture for many. It has a section called the 
Beatitudes or as the Rev. Robert Schuller called them…” The Be 
Happy Attitudes.” He called them this because an accurate 
translation of the word blessed is happy…so happy are the 
peacemakers is a possible way of translating this passage.  
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So…in essence the Sermon on the Mount could be called a happy 
sermon…even if the actual things that are to make us happy 
might seem ironic. Things like: being hopeless, grieving, hungry, 
thirsty, merciful, peaceful, harassed and insulted are what the 
sermon on the mount declares to be happy things…or blessed 
things. The Sermon on the Mount is a wonderful teaching of 
Jesus and one we should all follow. And it is for wimps according 
to Luke! 
 
In Luke the sermon of Jesus happens not on a “mount” but on a 
level place or a plain as it is commonly referred to. In it Jesus 
seems more direct and challenging than he is in the Sermon on 
the Mount. We will be looking at this sermon on the plain for the 
next two weeks. But did you hear what this first part says?  
 
It tells us not that we are blessed to be poor in spirit…but 
instead we are blessed or happy if we are simply poor! It also 
says we are to be happy when we are poor, crying, hated, 
rejected and condemned! This is all because of the Human One 
or as other translations say, “The Son of Man.”  
 
But think of it like this…I’m doing an advertising campaign for 
Christianity. Come to our church and be hungry, thirsty, 
harassed, and insulted!” Well…cut me a slice of that!  
 
Three types of individuals make up the multitude of people who 
were in the audience for Jesus on that day. First, there are 
those specially chosen companions of Jesus known as the 
apostles. Second, there is a larger group who have declared 
themselves disciples and have already committed themselves to 
Jesus and his witness. Third, there is a portion of the crowd that 
is as yet uncommitted to Jesus in any way. Some scholars have 
suggested that the pointedness of the "woes" in Luke's 
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beatitudes section indicates that many of these listeners may 
have actually been actively hostile toward Jesus and his 
message. 
 
Luke's setting is both personal and poignant. Note how Jesus 
moves down to "a level place," which means he is standing 
smack dab in the midst of this needy crowd. Speaking to them 
face to face on their level! Luke stresses that their needs are 
two-fold in nature. On the one hand, are those who came for 
physical and spiritual healing - to be cured of diseases or of 
possession by unclean spirits. On the other hand, the crowd also 
came "to hear him" - they were as hungry for the word as they 
were for the works of Jesus. 
 
Before Luke begins the recitation of blessings and woes, he 
masterfully intertwines this public discourse with a private 
lesson specifically for Jesus' chosen disciples. Although 
surrounded by a crowd, Jesus "looked up at his disciples" (v. 
20a) before he began to speak. By using his eyes to hold his 
disciples' attention, he lets his closest companions know that 
these words are of particular importance for them. 
 
To me Jesus is really speaking to the people who were hungering 
for his word and his message. Jesus simply is telling them just 
how it is. Now the question is…do we want to hear just as it is?  
 
You know there is a group of believers who are called the 
“prosperity gospel” believers. They believe things like God will 
bless the believers or God’s people…and that things will go well 
for the true faithful. Somehow this has never really rang true 
particularly when one listens to the words of the Sermon on the 
plain. However, Jesus does have some blessings he pronounces 
to his people. His primary messianic function was "to bring good 
news to the poor." Jesus does not find any blessing in being 
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poor; yet he does find that God's promise makes the poor 
blessed.  
 
In pronouncing this blessing, Jesus demonstrates two aspects of 
his messianic authority. First, he reveals that the kingdom of 
God is near. He proclaims his authority to declare this kingdom 
of God as the special possession of the poor. Upon those who 
have nothing in this world, Jesus bestows the whole of the 
kingdom. In contrast, the "woe" declared upon those who are 
rich in this world stipulates that these rich ones have nothing to 
look forward to at all. Having "received their consolation" 
(apechete) - that is, they have all their receipts - they have no 
future claims whatsoever. 
 
The second blessing is intimately related to the first. For where 
there is poverty there is surely hunger. Again, Luke's text 
emphasizes a bodily condition, not a spiritual malaise. Luke 
focuses this beatitude because while hunger didn't describe a 
social status like poverty, for many, hunger was a constant in 
their lives. Jesus' blessing promises that this unwanted 
companion will be banished and instead the hungry will at last 
"be filled." Their hunger is for "now," but God will give complete 
and unwavering satisfaction. The "woe" that parallels this 
"hunger" blessing (v. 25) is also focused by the word now. The 
fullness enjoyed by those full now is as temporary as it can be. A 
hungry future awaits them. The underlying reference in both 
this blessing and woe is probably to the messianic banquet. The 
kingdom of God was often described as a feast with humanity in 
fellowship at the table with God. 
 
The third blessing Jesus proclaims upon those who "weep now”. 
The Lucan term klaio ("to weep") expresses general sorrow, not 
some specialized mourning over the ways of the world. This is 
the weeping that accompanies everyday life and its losses. Luke 



 

 7 

contrasts this weeping with ordinary laughter in his elevated 
declaration that those with tears will be “comforted”.   
 
In other words, Jesus came to the plain to talk plainly to the 
folks on the level who knew what it was to be the plain folk! 
Jesus talk to them assured them that no matter how hungry, 
sad, or put down and insulted they were now…better times were 
a coming. But if you really couldn’t understand what it felt like 
to be hungry or sad or put down…then, well, Uh OH!  
 
Here’s a question for you…one I have been contemplating for 
quite some time. Why is we elevate the rich and lower the poor? 
Why is it we as a society pay a fellow to throw a football 40 
million dollars while we pay our teachers just above minimum 
wage? What does that say about us? Do we assume that just 
because a person is wealthy, they must be revered and 
followed?  What does the Jesus Sermon on the Plain say about 
folks like that? 
 
So…what would the plain talk be to us who live in the USA 
today? We, who for the most part have enough to eat and 
decent medical care, and don’t have folks putting us down all 
the time? What would Jesus say to the ones who exist in hate 
groups where they seem to believe it is acceptable to declare 
other groups as not as important or undeserving of 
acceptance…well to answer that simply look at what Jesus says 
to those who are put down or hated. 
 
From her office in Birmingham, Alabama, DeJuana Thompson 
looks across the street and sees a daily reminder of terror. Her 
window overlooks the 16th Street Baptist Church, where a bomb 
in 1963 killed four young Black girls. 
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!Living in the era of bomb threats is not new to people of 
color,” said Thompson, president and CEO of the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute. 
 
Nearly six decades after that bombing by the Ku Klux Klan, the 
FBI is now investigating last week"s bomb threats against at least 
17 historically Black colleges and universities across the U.S. 
Thompson said the threats underscore the need to teach new 
generations the history of violence targeting people of color so 
the lessons of the past can be applied to the present. 
 
So…the sermon on the plain. Plain talk from the Son of God to 
the people of God. Telling them what the true priorities are. 
Don’t be too worried about your wealth, your high social 
standing, or other temporary and earthly things…instead 
remember how we are to treat each other and remember that 
Jesus says there will come a time when things reverse…and I 
don’t think I’d want to be on the wrong end of that!  
 
Consider this in closing…The American space program that 
created the Apollo 11 spaceflight grew out of the Cold War. The 
year after the Soviet Union launched an artificial satellite in 
1957, Congress created the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to demonstrate American superiority by 
sending a man into space. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy 
moved the goalposts, challenging the country to put a man on 
the moon and bring him safely back to Earth again. He told 
Congress: !No single space project in this period will be more 
impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-range 
exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or expensive 
to accomplish.” … 
 
A year later, in a famous speech at Rice University in Texas, 
Kennedy tied space exploration to America"s traditional 
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willingness to attempt great things. … “We choose to go to the 
moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they 
are easy, but because they are hard.” … 
In 2021, [Amazon.com founder Jeff] Bezos paid $973 million in 
taxes on $4.22 billion in income while his wealth increased by 
$99 billion, making his true tax rate 0.98%. After his trip into 
the sky, he told reporters: !I want to thank every Amazon 
employee and every Amazon customer because you guys paid for 
all of this. … Seriously, for every Amazon customer out there 
and every Amazon employee, thank you from the bottom of my 
heart very much. It"s very appreciated.” 
 
Happy are you…says Jesus…remember we focus not on what is 
temporary but that which is eternal! And that is just plain smart 
advice from our plain talking Savior. Amen.1  
 
—Heather Cox Richardson, !Letters from an American” blog, 
Substack.com, July 23, 2021. 
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/july-23-2021. 

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041346 


