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Uncle Phil’s Diner 2: Evergreen Homecoming 1957  

Plans are underway to return to the Diner later this year! Right now, Joy 
Boostrom and Cathy Sheagren are putting the cast together. Are you in? 
There are large and small parts, and you do not need to have a great 
singing voice to participate. If you are interested or want more 
information, please talk to Cathy or Joy. The performance weekend for 
UPD 2 is July 15. Cathy’s number is 309-335-9066; Joy’s number is 
309-255-3197. 

 

 
 
100 Days of Prayer 
1st UMC’s 100 Days of Prayer officially concluded on 
January 11, but will you continue to pray daily for our 
church, its ministries, and the construction project? 
There have been many construction delays, but 
progress is being made! If you need a new prayer card, 
they are on the welcome table in the hallway at church, 
and on the information table each Sunday at McGuire 
& Davies Funeral Home. 

Our prayer is this: “Our Father in Heaven, stir us up to walk in faith and to be united in our 
ministries. We pray Jesus will continue to be the cornerstone and foundation of everything we 
do.” 
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Jon’s Jottings 
Unconditional Love? 

 
I’m just not smart enough for Facebook sometimes.  There are just 
some posts I don’t understand and when I read the comments it 
often seems like I am the ONLY one who doesn’t understand.  The 
most recent example of this was last week…the post was from 
“Mindful Christianity” and it said, “Unconditional love does not 
mean unconditional acceptance of bad behavior.”   
 
I get what it is actually saying of course…in a human relationship 
we do have to establish boundaries and certainly if someone is in 
an abusive relationship, I would not tell them they had to stay in 
that relationship.  But let’s take the very term Unconditional on its 
meaning and see what the implications are for being 
unconditional.  dictionary.com defines unconditional as: “adjective 
not limited by conditions; absolute: an unconditional promise.  
Mathematics. absolute.”   
 
So, if something is unconditional by the very nature of the 

definition one cannot put conditions on it and have it still be classified as unconditional.  At least that is what my 
simple mind told me.  However, on the Facebook site I saw comments like, “Boundaries are wonderful things!”  
and “So true!” and “True statement and a relief to read.”  and “Wish I’d learned that sooner.”  and “This needs to 
be repeated over and over again until people figure out that forgiving someone and yet not letting them back in 
your life is part of your own love for yourself.”  Finally, one person said, “No, sin costs!”   
 
My difficulty with all of this is that if something called unconditional love actually exists…then one cannot put 
conditions on it.  Certainly, we all realize we need to have boundaries and limits of endurance for our human 
romantic relationships.  We live in a world where every single individual is less than perfect and for lots of 
reasons, we need to be sure our marriages and other relationships are as healthy as we can make them.  And…to 
be sure none of us “deserves” a perfect relationship that contains unconditional love.   
 
Yet…the amazingly Good News is we ALL can have a relationship with unconditional love…maybe!  
 
So…the debate is on and has been on for centuries.  Does God really love us unconditionally?  Or is God’s love for 
us based upon our actions?  The answer is not as clear as one would think.  Good arguments can be made on both 
fronts.  However, it is ever so clear that God does, in fact, love us!  And there are some wonderful verses of 
scripture that tell us so, like…1 John 4:16-18, “16 We have known and have believed the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God and God remains in them. 17 This is how love has been 
perfected in us, so that we can have confidence on the Judgment Day, because we are exactly the same as God is 
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear expects punishment. The 
person who is afraid has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love because God first loved us.”   
 
Also…1 John 4:8 “The person who doesn’t love does not know God, because God is love.”  And…Psalms 33:5, 
“5 He loves righteousness and justice; the Lord’s faithful love fills the whole earth.”  
 
But for me in order to attempt to understand God’s love one has to read the Bible in its entirety.  From the 
beginning through all humankind’s mistakes and foibles…God shows forgiveness, acceptance and love.  Yes, it is 
possible to make the argument that God expects something from us…God looks for us to accept, to behave, and 
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to live appropriately…but I never see a place where God stops loving God’s creation, of which we are a part.  And 
finally, if one wants to see a good Biblical definition of love then look at 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, “Love is patient and 
kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it 
keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 
Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.” 
 
Can you imagine having that kind of love…all the time?  Well…you do have that kind of love…all the time…and it is 
from God!  Yes, the truth very well may be that God does expect and hope for a right response from us in 
love…but I am convinced that when it says, “38 I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in 
Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers 39 or 
height or depth, or any other thing that is created.”  Then that love from and of God…is about as PERFECT as one 
can get.  Oh, and by the way if you notice this never really gives a complete answer to whether or not there is 
unconditional love…well, let’s talk about that some more!   
 
Shalom, 
 

Jon 
 

 
 

Greetings from Grace Place 
Congratulations to McKenna Carlson!  She won our candy bar 
drawing this month!! 

We are beginning a unit on Lessons on Obedience. 
Our first lesson was about the Israelites worshiping the golden calf 
while Moses was receiving the Ten Commandments. 
I'm sure that you all are familiar with the story.  As we study what the 
Bible teaches us about obedience we are going to 
memorize and review the Ten Commandments.  While we discussed 
the first commandment, "You shall have no other gods before Me". 
The youth and I wrote down things that maybe we put before 
God.  We came up with TV, video games, our phones, money, and 
friends. 

Do you put anything before God in your life? God must be #1!!!!!!  We also discussed idols.  Commandment #2, 
"You shall not make for yourself an idol." 

As we go through our lessons on obedience, we will continue with the study of the 10 commandments. 
Our next lesson is going to be about Jonah!!!  We will learn to take God at His Word.   
"Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it." Luke 11:28. 
Jonah didn't listen to God and he faced some serious consequences! 

I pray that we can worship together on the last Sunday of January....I miss my Grace Place kids!!! 
As soon as we get back, we will make Valentines for our home bound friends. 
Be blessed, 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

The cold weather has set in and has slowed some of the progress on the building especially those portions of 
it that are outside.  The weather isn’t the only thing that has slowed progress, we continue to see some 
delayed shipments of ordered materials and supplies.  We are fortunate though that it hasn’t stopped 
progress on the project completely as we have seen much change inside the enclosed building.   

Carpenters continue to complete needed framing in the Atrium with reverse soffits and wall coverings along 
existing building, and ceiling framing in the hallways leading to the Chancel in the front of the Sanctuary.  
Earlier in the month when the weather was warmer, the carpenters completed some of the exterior siding 
on the south side of the building.  One big change is that one can no longer see the wood framing studs and 
insulation as most of the sanctuary has drywall installed where able.  Some locations where the HVAC 
technicians need to install some duct work is not complete yet but will be completed shortly after the duct 
work is complete.  Once drywall is installed then the contractor will need to install drywall compound to seal 
the joints.   

The utility infrastructure continues to be installed throughout the building.  The lower parlors have seen 
continued work by the HVAC contractor installing duct work and piping for condenser units.  The electricians 
have all the rough electrical installations completed and ready for inspection.  Plumbers have begun to install 
water supply pipes and waste pipes in the first-floor restrooms.  Some of the major work still needed is the 
installation of the three-phase electrical service from outside into the building which should happen mid-
February.  Once that service is installed then they will begin the installation of the elevator which will be a 
great next step.  Remaining windows and exterior doors could be installed in February assuming the supplier 
can provide due to stock levels.  If the weather improves and gets warm enough the carpenters would be 
able to continue work on the cement panel siding.  There are many other pieces to the puzzle that the 
contractor will need to complete as well but we do continue to see progress.   

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates 
and the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when 
necessary to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this 
project, the contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and 
stay healthy during our project.      
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
Since 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring has been working to transform Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s 
largest celebration of giving and serving.  Each year, thousands of groups and passionate individuals unite 
across the country to #TackleHunger in their local communities.  Let’s tackle hunger together for our local 
community on Sunday, February 13 by bringing a cash donation to be given to Helping Hands & Jamieson 
Center food banks. If you would like to donate through Vanco you can select “other” and put Souper Bowl in 
description line.   
 

Memorial Gifts Recognition Sunday 
February 13th has been designated as Memorial Gifts Recognition Sunday where we honor loved ones whose 
memorial monies were used in 2021.  Memorials are gifts given to our Church in memory of a deceased 
individual.  These gifts “become the property of this Church with the use of those funds to be determined by 
the proper representatives of this Church”, (which are the people serving on the Memorial Committee*). 
The funds in these Memorial Dedicated Accounts are meant to be utilized to aid our Church’s needs.  The 
family may request that their loved one’s memorial fund be designated for a specific use or area of our 
church’s work.  If there are no specific requests by the family, requests for use of memorial monies for the 
church must be approved by the Memorial Committee, who does it’s best to “consider the area of interest 
and of Church participation by the individual memorialized by that particular Memorial Fund”.  Committees 
within this Church may request Memorial monies for needs and uses within our Church and Church 
programs.   
 
These are the purchases made, totaling $1921, from the following memorial dedicated accounts.  

• 1st UMC’s History Committee for archival storage items and for displaying items, pictures, etc.     
Herb Allen 
 

• 2022 Call/Text-Em-All Program - Janice Miller & Oscar Todd 
 

• Stained Glass Fund - Teresa Vail 

*Current members of the Memorial Committee are Joy Boostrom, Maxine Cline, Helen Young Glenn, Jackie 
Lemley, Amy Meyers, Mary Jane O’Brian, Lori Oetting, and Laurie Todd. 

 

TIME TO TAKE ACTION 

Mike Crawford led two training sessions at our church, one in August and one in October. It is now time to 
take action on the ideas that were discussed at these training sessions. We set some priorities and now we 
need to begin to put them in place. A meeting will be set in the next few weeks to begin working on the 
priorities and the actions needed to be ready to open the new building. Look for more information coming 
soon. 
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THANK YOU, BAILEY 

Bailey Shimmin, Monmouth College Class of 2023, created an 
archive of items found in the church before the beginning of 
construction. She successfully completed her history 390 
Independent Study at the end of the semester by working 
with the History Committee. She was busy all semester sifting 
through and organizing piles of books, documents, photos, 
and clippings. Bailey was a “Godsend” and has given the 

history committee some direction. Now the committee is moving forward to set up a display of items 
showing the history of the Methodist Church in Warren County. Thank you, Bailey, for all your help. 

The History Committee 

 

MISSED THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP SERVICE?  
If you are not able to participate in our in-person worship service, the service is also live streamed on our 
Facebook page. If you aren’t available at 9:30 on Sunday mornings, the worship service is always available on 
our Facebook page to be viewed at any time. The video of the worship service is also available on our 
website on the sermon tab at www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/worship-services. A written copy of 
the sermon is also available on our website on the sermon tab at 
www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/sermons. If you would like a written copy of the sermon delivered 
to you each week, please contact Senior Ministries Coordinator Joyce Clark at 309 299-5682. 

 

CHURCH LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

The Church Library Committee delivered 22 boxes of books and literature to Love Packages in Butler, Illinois. 
Thank you to Pastor Jon who also donated some of his outdated books to Love Packages. Love Packages 
collects and distributes used and outdated Christian literature around the world to missionaries. 

 

The Library Committee will be doing some painting before we fill the bookshelves with the remaining books. 
The History Committee will also be using some of the bookshelves to display items of interest from our 
church history. If you are interested in helping with the library, please contact Deb Moore at 309-255-2315 
or moo@speednet.com. 
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 

In the next few months, we will begin moving items into the new building, sorting and cleaning items in 
storage and cleaning the Education Building. Many different tasks will need to be completed before we are 
ready to use the new building. If you are willing to help in any way, please leave your name with LeAnn Murk 
in the office. We will contact you about the list of tasks that will need to be accomplished as we move in the 
new building. Thank you. 

 

 

Pastor Jon and LeAnn continue to make printed copies of the weekly sermons.  They are available for 
delivery to those who have requested them.   If you are not already receiving printed copies of the sermons 
and/or The Caller, and would like to have them, please let me know (309-299-5682) Also, if you would like to 
receive communion in your home, please let me know.  

 

Our members and friends who are in care facilities or who are at this time home-bound truly appreciate your 
calls, cards and notes.  Of course, visits are also appreciated. It is still wise to call a facility to see if they are 
allowing visits and to learn their current procedures.  

 

On Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 followed by Bible study at 10. 
We are studying the book of Revelation. There is plenty of room to be an acceptable distance apart.   

 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be 
a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the 
recipients. 
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February Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in February and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

  

1 Scott Boyer 18 Lucas Clayton 
 Lela Clark 20 Pat Bates 
 Martin Edwards  Chad Clayton 
3 Suzie Geer  Josie Clark 
4 Jackie Brentise  Annie Bergren 
 Neal Frey  Jayvion Micheal Gold 
6 Bunky Scott 23 Maxine Cline 
 Elene Frey  Mark Richardson 
8 Rachel Williams  Maddie Cook 
11 Nadege Mouandza 24 Dylan Ankle 
 Jayse Willhardt  Lori Ferguson 
13 Sherry Sage 26 Lois Kelly 
15 Steve Hall 27 Ben Anderson 
 Rolland Sollenberger 28 Trevor Oetting 
16 Terry Sage   

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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