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Scrip Gift Cards 

Find something for everyone on your Christmas list with gift cards available from 750+ top 

brands. Every gift card purchased through the scrip program immediately raises funds for our 

church. Whether you order all year round or just for the holidays, the more orders the 

merrier. Share the joy with family and friends this holiday season. See LeAnn in the church 

office or call to order cards by Tuesday, December 7th. 

 

You can enjoy a bible study led by Pastor Jon WEDNESDAY, December 1, 8, 15 & 22 from 

6:00 – 7:00 pm in the conference room at the church. 

Children’s Christmas Program - Sunday, December 19th at 9:30 AM at McGuire Davies 

Holiday Service Schedule - Friday, December 24th Christmas Eve at the First Lutheran Church 

6:00 PM – Contemporary Holy Communion Candle Lighting Service 

  9:00 PM – Traditional Holy Communion Candle Lighting Service 

 

Christmas Love Gift for Staff 

In appreciation for all the staff does, the Staff/Parish Ministry team is asking the 

congregation to consider contributing to a Christmas Love Gift to be divided among the 

staff.  Donations can be dropped off in the church office or placed in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings through December 19th.  Please make checks out to the church and mark 

“Staff Love Gift” on the memo line. 

 

Giving Opportunity 

As the Christmas season is approaching, we invite you to take part in two annual local 

mission giving opportunities. Let’s fill up the book basket that is in the chapel with new 

books for ages 0-10.  The Charlie Brown tree is in the Chapel for decorations of NEW socks, 
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gloves, hats, blankets. All items collected will be delivered to Jamieson Center November 

29th for distribution in their Christmas baskets. Thank you for your donation for these 

projects. 

 

Jon’s Jottings 
I have been wondering something lately. I am 
wondering if most Christians can agree on what 
Jesus will be like when he returns?  In other 
words…what will his teachings be?  What will 
his actions be like?  Maybe even, how 
judgmental will Jesus be? Or how about what 
will Jesus expect church to be like?   
 
I remember a scene from the movie, “Oh God,” when John Denver is trying to convince folks 
that he really has had an encounter with God and very few seem to be believing him. Finally 
he is in some sort of city meeting and the main pastor of that area is really having a difficult 
time accepting that God would talk to a common person like the John Denver character and 
not to HIM!  The pastor says at one point, “I was ASKED to do the prayer at the SUPER 
BOWL!”  Like that would be a big deal to God and would ultimately qualify that pastor as the 
ONE to be God’s spokesperson. If you have seen the movie you know John Denver really did 
have an encounter with God and you know God looked a lot like George Burns!  One of my 
favorite scenes is when God is on the witness stand and the judge is trying to determine if 
he is really God…so someone asks God to do a miracle and God decides to show them all…A 
CARD TRICK! 
 
Here’s the deal, then…folks simply didn’t recognize God when God was right in their midst. 
They didn’t recognize God because, simply, they didn’t know what God would really be like. 
They all had their ideas…but none were really getting a good snapshot of God at all. 
 
Why do you suppose folks didn’t know what God would be like? Do you think folks today 
would have a better idea of who God is and what God will be like? Or do you suppose folks 
still have their own preconceived notions and anything different than their beliefs simply 
would not be accepted? 
 
I was insulted, maybe that is too strong a word for it…maybe I was disappointed, that Mike 
Crawford did not like my descriptive term for Jesus. Mike asked all of us gathered here to 
throw out words that describe Jesus and folks were saying things like “friend” “partner” 
“healer” and Mike was agreeing and then I stated, “Lord” and Mike paused and said 
basically, “Don’t use terms like that…they are too loaded.”  An interesting side note to all 
this is the word used for “Lord” in the New Testament is “kurion” in Greek and it is also able 
to be translated as “sir”. But I got Mike’s point…we all need to make Jesus more relatable to 
folks if we want them to understand and accept Jesus.   
 
I also know the problem we all face is how we read, remember, and perceive the New 
Testament. For instance I resonate with the teachings of Jesus which say, “Turn the other 
cheek,”  “Blessed are you when others persecute you.”  “You must die to yourselves, pick up 
your cross…and follow me!”  I love lots of the teachings of Jesus, but I have to admit I don’t 



December 2021 

“resonate” with all of them. There are lots of things Jesus is reported to have said that I 
don’t get. Like when Jesus tells folks he didn’t come into the world to bring peace but 
(rather) a sword. (Matthew 10). That just doesn’t seem consistent to me but that is exactly 
my point. We all should be students…disciples of Jesus Christ. We should be reading the 
words and the teachings of Jesus and we should be trying to understand who Jesus is.  If all 
we ever do is simply listen to what others say then we are just like the disciples who after a 
year or more of being with him still did not know who Jesus was. 
 
If Advent teaches us anything it is that Jesus is God. OR if you prefer…Jesus is God’s son. 
See, even the church gets a bit confusing about it all. But this time of year we remember 
that God…BECAME…a CHILD and joined the very ones God wanted to save.  God was 
dependent on human beings to care for, to feed, to clothe, and to protect him. So, the 
obvious truth about God is…God is difficult to fully describe. God is King, God is a Baby, God 
is Yahweh, Jehovah, El Shaddai, and God is LOVE. IF you are confused by all this…welcome 
to the club. Yet, here is the wonderful truth of Advent and Christmas…God in the person of 
Jesus Christ, became one of us to show us the way, the truth, the life…God in Jesus Christ is 
the hope, peace, joy and love of all creation.  And here is another wonderful truth…God, in 
SPITE, of ourselves…came to give us freedom and Salvation. 
 
I’m sorry that this article does not clear it all up. I really wish I could completely grasp and 
communicate who Jesus is and what Jesus taught. Books have been written, sermons 
preached, studies taught, and prayers said all to more fully understand Jesus. But here’s my 
hope for this year…as you look into the manger and see the wonder that is Christmas, as you 
hear the teachings and promises of Advent, and as you experience the hope, peace, joy and 
love of this season…may you also desire and strive to come to know Jesus more and more!  
 
And my friends…that will be a wonderful gift to yourself and to others! 
 
Shalom, 

Jon 

 

 

Healing Touch 
"The goal of healing touch is to restore balance and harmonies in the energy system, placing 

the client in a position to self-heal. Healing Touch Research studies have been conducted in 

a variety of settings and with a number of different problems and situations 

including cancer, cardio-vascular disease, endocrine/immune function, pain, post-operative 

recovery and stress.   

Research has been supported and/or funded by hospitals, universities, professional 

organizations, private foundations, and the National Institutes of Health, Center for 

Complementary and Alternative Medicine."  Healing Touch is: non-invasive, 

effective (research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation response and 

enhances the healing process), non-toxic" and economical (We do not charge for sessions).  
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(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice flyer) 

"If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.   

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry 

team. (Chris and I have had our Covid vaccines.)  

Penny Vaughn 309-371-3596               Chris Moore 309-337-4162 

Ray Clark   309-299-5681               Joyce Clark  309-299-5682 

Senior News 

Pastor Jon and LeAnn continue to make printed copies of the weekly sermons.  They are 

available for delivery to those who have requested them.   If you are not already receiving 

printed copies of the sermons and/or The Caller, and would like to have them, please let me 

know (309-299-5682) Also, if you would like to receive communion in your home, please let 

me know. 

Our members and friends who are in care facilities or who are at this time home-bound truly 

appreciate your calls, cards and notes.  Of course, visits are also appreciated. It is still wise 

to call a facility to see if they are allowing visits and to learn their current procedures.  

On Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 followed by 

Bible study at 10. We are just beginning the study of Revelation. There is plenty of room to 

be an acceptable distance apart.   

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel. If you know someone for whom 
one might be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them. They are always 
very appreciated by the recipients. 

 
Birdies for Charity Final Information 
The Stained-Glass Fund is $5,535 "richer" thanks to the 36 people who donated $5,125.  The 
8% Bonus amount added to this was $410. This was our 5th year doing Birdies for Charity, 
bringing in a grand total of $21,594 for this fundraiser.   

 
 

Buchanan Community Chorus  
Will be presenting their Christmas Concert, "Welcome Back to Christmas!" on Friday, 
December 3 at 7 p.m. at First Christian Church in Galesburg & Saturday, December 4 at 4 
p.m. at Heritage Bible Church in Monmouth.  Freewill Donation would be appreciated. 

Chorus members who attend First United Methodist are Joy Boostrom, Linda Dean, Mary 
Kelly and Karen Stauffer. In order to comply with the Governor's mandates, masks will be 
required. 
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1st UMC is Returning to the Diner! 
Plans are underway to return to Uncle Phil’s Diner in 
2022!  

The dates haven’t officially been set yet, but the weekend 
of July 15-17 is looking like a good possibility. If you would 
like to act or work behind the scenes for UPD 2, rehearsals 
will take place from late May to mid-July. We will not 
rehearse on July 4, and will work around VBS, which is 
scheduled for the last week of June. 

Cathy Sheagren will hold an information meeting in 
January for people who are interested in being in the show. Watch the church bulletins and 
the next Caller for more information. 

 

Blanket Sunday 
Thank our Church Families for giving so generously for the Church World Service (Church 
Women United) Blanket Sunday. $347 is quite amazing and such a blessing for all those 
blankets that will be received. 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 
Hard to believe we have passed through the Thanksgiving holiday and entering into the 
Advent season, we continue to watch progress on our project over the last month. The 
building is getting close to being closed in with all roofing completed by the contractor, 
weatherproofing the building from above. The Carpenters closed in the building with vapor 
barrier in an attempt to limit the weather entering the building before the windows and 
doors arrive, which we anticipate arriving and being installed soon. They have also made 
great strides in framing up the wall between the Atrium and the Sanctuary. Walls in the 
first-floor restrooms are being installed during this time as well. Windows and doors are 
currently scheduled to arrive in the first week of December, once those are installed the 
building will be weather-proof and ready to move forward on insulating and drywalling the 
interior of the building.  

Carpenters and others will be involved with installing a special cement board called Nichiha 
Panels for the remaining uncovered walls and locations on the which could be underway at 
this time. Masons have completed much of the brick façade around the elevator shaft, south 
side of the sanctuary and much of the east side. They will continue working on the north 
side which should take around four days once they start on that portion of the building. 
Once that is complete, they will have some remaining detail work around the columns 
around the south side entry of the building.  

Work throughout the building continue to be completed by the electricians, plumbers and 
HVAC Technicians. Electricians have continued rough installing electrical and fire detection 
conduit to junctions, switch and outlet boxes preparing for wiring in the sanctuary and in 
the atrium. Plumbers completed the natural gas service into the building and all piping in 
the building to allow for the furnaces in the education wing and offices. They continue to 
work with the fire suppression contractor to install the piping for that system throughout the 
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lower parlor in both the new and the existing building. A new service power pole was 
installed at the SW corner of the building preparing to connect the power to the new 
building. A variety of HVAC (heating, ventilation, air conditioning) ductwork and other 
components have been installed throughout the building, and fresh and exhaust ducts were 
added to the vertical chase allowing for efficient operation of the furnaces.  

The site contractor will be on-site to complete the connection of the building to the City 
sanitary sewer and install drainage inlets and piping. Grading the south side of the building 
for the parking lot and the concrete pass through will be completed this year. Due to 
temperature restrictions and availability the parking area will remain a rock surface until 
the spring weather returns.  

We anticipate that there will be much change over the next month with concrete 
contractors coming in to complete much of the site work on a majority of the site especially 
the north and south entrances, stairs, handicap ramps and more. Many other items will be 
coming up for completion once the building does get closed in soon, drywall and windows, 
painting, tiling restrooms and many other details.  

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with 
weekly updates and the occasional special update. The Fresh Start Committee and sub-
committees continue to meet when necessary to make further recommendations on the 
project. We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the contractor and sub-
contractors workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy 
during our project. 
 

MISSED THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP SERVICE? 
If you are not able to participate in our in-person worship service, the service is also live 

streamed on our Facebook page. If you aren’t available at 9:30 on Sunday mornings, the 

worship service is always available on our Facebook page to be viewed at any time. The 

video of the worship service is also available on our website on the sermon tab at 

www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/worship-services. A written copy of the sermon is 

also available on our website on the sermon tab at 

www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/sermons . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/worship-services
http://www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/sermons
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

If you have a birthday in December and you’re not listed here, 

please give the church office a call. 

1 Craig Armstrong 18 Melissa Oaks 

 Janine Todd  Daniel Edwards 

2 Keegan Smith 19 Donna Smith 

 Griffin Ferguson  Pam Stinemates 

 Eric Nicol 20 Lisa Ankle 

3 Anita Anderson  Arley McGill 

 Laine Ferguson 21 Landon Andrews 

6 Dee Armstrong  Dereck Lemley 

7 Sarah Clayton 22 Bernie Troutwine 

8 Missy Roberts 23 Julie Brodrick 

10 Lillian Edwards 24 J. R. Andrews 

11 Larry Ryner 28 Anita Sims 

13 Marilyn Evans 29 Dave Flaar 

15 Larry Myers 30 Carolyn Thomas 

16 Jordan Lemley   

 Jim O’Brien   

    

    

    

    

 



December 2021 

 
 
 
 

VANCO 
Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those gifts. 
One simple way to carry out our call is to support the church’s mission through 
sacrificial giving. Our eGiving options make it easy. eGiving allows you to set up 
automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giving history all at 
your own convenience. 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at www.comejourneywithus.com 
2. Click the Giving button selection toward the top of the home page. 
3. Click the “Make a Donation” button, then 

• Follow the onscreen instructions to create a secure online profile and to schedule 
your recurring contributions. 

• You can make your regular donation and you can also make special donations.  
Just select the fund(s) you wish to give to. 

• This is a great way to give consistently, support our church and to support the 
Capital Campaign. 

Please contact the church office at 309-734-9437 with questions. 
Many thanks for your generosity to our community and various ministries! 

 

  

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Minister - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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