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December 26, 2021 
Micah 5:2-5a; 
“What is Real” 
 
Micah 5:2-5 Common English Bible 
2 As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, though you are the least significant 
of Judah!s forces, one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come 
out from you. His origin is from remote times, from ancient days. 
3 Therefore, he will give them up until the time when she who is in labor 
gives birth. The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel. 
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. They will dwell secure, because 
he will surely become great throughout the earth; 
5 he will become one of peace. 
 
Luke 1:39-55 Common English Bible 
39 Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. 
40 She entered Zechariah!s home and greeted Elizabeth. 
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary!s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42 With a loud voice she blurted out, "God has blessed you above all 
women, and he has blessed the child you carry. 
43 Why do I have this honor, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 
44 As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 
45 Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he 
made to her.” 
46 Mary said, "With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
47 In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
48 He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. Look! From 
now on, everyone will consider me highly favored 
49 because the mighty one has done great things for me. Holy is his name. 
50 He shows mercy to everyone, from one generation to the next, who 
honors him as God. 
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51 He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered those with 
arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. 
52 He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones and lifted up the 
lowly. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away 
empty-handed. 
54 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 
55 just as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to Abraham!s 
descendants forever.” 
 
How does Santa start a race?? He says, On your Mark, Get Set, HO HO Ho! 
 
What do you call an obnoxious reindeer? RUDE olph! 
 
What did Luke Skywalker say to folks when they left his Christmas Tree 
Farm? May the Forest Be with You! 
 
What month does a Christmas tree hate the most? Sep-TIMBER!  
 
 
In 1999, I went to see a movie by myself. I can’t remember why I couldn’t 
get anyone to go with me…especially since I have such a charming 
personality…but no one wanted to go. Anyway…I decided I had to see this 
movie and so I went by myself. It was one of the most amazing movies I 
had ever seen. When I left the theater that day, I actually thought I could 
walk up walls and do some of the other special effects they had done in 
the movie. And the other thing that impressed me with the movie is I felt 
like I had come up with a similar idea for a movie years before…though I 
never did anything about it…and as time went on, I started to realize just 
how much “Bible” was in this movie.  
 
 
The movie takes place in the early 21st century, after a war had broken 
out between humans and intelligent machines. After human beings 
prevented the machines from getting access to solar energy, the machines 
responded by capturing humans and using their bodies to provide 
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bioelectric power. The machines didn’t kill the humans, but they pacified 
them — creating a simulated reality called The Matrix. 
 
"The Matrix is the world that has been pulled over your eyes,” says a 
character named Morpheus, "to blind you from the truth.” 
 
The human battle with the Matrix has played out over the course of three 
movies, the first released in 1999 and the second and third in 2003. Now, 
a fourth Matrix movie opened in theaters on December 22, 2021, with 
simultaneous release on HBO Max. The film industry is hoping for a 
Christmas blockbuster. 
 
The Matrix is a land of illusion, as well as a place of really cool, slow-
motion, science-fiction shoot-outs. "Wake up, Neo,” says Morpheus to the 
star of the movie, played by Keanu Reeves. "As long as the Matrix exists, 
the human race will never be free.” 
 
Neo is a computer hacker whose real name is Thomas Anderson. He senses 
that something is wrong with the world, so he goes on a search for the 
truth. His love interest is Trinity, a woman who has been freed by 
Morpheus to do battle with the Matrix. 
 
Neo. Thomas Anderson. Trinity. All three names have clear connections to 
the Christian faith. 
 
Throughout the Matrix movies, Neo is referred to as "the One.” He is the 
chosen one, the Christ, the Messiah, the one who is sent to save his 
people. The name Neo means "new,” a name that also connects to Jesus, 
the new man who leads us to new life. 
 
But there!s more. Neo!s real name, Thomas Anderson, contains additional 
Christian meanings. "Anderson” literally means "Son of Man,” a phrase 
often used in the Bible to describe Jesus. The first name "Thomas” 
reminds us of the disciple Thomas, who wouldn’t! believe in the 
resurrection until he saw the truth with his own eyes. 
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"Wake up, Neo,” says Morpheus. Wake up, Thomas Anderson. See the truth 
with your own eyes. 
 
The character Trinity makes us think of God, of course: God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. Neo and Trinity fall in love, showing the 
same powerful love that exists between the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Together, they are on a mission to save the world. This week, we 
are all invited to enter into a Matrix of sorts. 
 
But understand this is about more than a movie. This invitation is 
connected more to Mary!s song of praise than it is to a science-fiction 
film. 
 
To "enter the Matrix” is to see the truth clearly, for the very first time. 
 
Mary!s adventure begins when she leaves Nazareth in Galilee and goes 
with haste to a Judean town in the hill country. She has just received a 
message from a mysterious visitor — not Morpheus, but the angel Gabriel. 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you,” said Gabriel, "and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 
 
Mary will be the mother of Neo, the One — Son of Man and Son of God. 
Gabriel knows that his message is hard to accept, so he offers an 
illustration of how nothing will be impossible with God. He tells Mary that 
her relative Elizabeth has conceived a son, even though she was thought 
to be too old to have children. So, Mary travels from Galilee to Judea and 
enters the house of Zechariah and Elizabeth. When Elizabeth hears Mary!s 
greeting, her child leaps in her womb, and Elizabeth cries out, "Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (v. 42). 
 
Clearly, God is working in some surprising and powerful ways. Elizabeth!s 
baby senses the presence of Mary!s baby, and he shows his happiness by 
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leaping for joy. Both women discover the truth of what God is doing in 
their lives. 
 
In "The Matrix,” Morpheus says to Neo, "Free your mind.” God was saying 
the same to Elizabeth and Mary: #" Free your mind and believe that I am 
doing amazing things through you.” 
 
Then Mary offers a song of praise: #" My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 
lowliness of his servant” (vv. 46-48). Mary knows that the Matrix is the 
world that has been pulled over our eyes, to blind us from the truth. The 
Matrix says that a teenage girl is in a low position, a bottom rank, an 
unimpressive place. But Mary enters the Matrix and blows it apart, 
discovering that the truth of the matter is that God has looked on her with 
favor, allowing her to be the mother of God!s Son. 
 
God looked with favor on Mary, and God looks with favor on us. The 
surprising truth of our faith is that God favors us, even though we have 
done nothing to deserve this approval and support. 
 
When God favors us, God is offering us the gift of grace. Episcopal priest 
Justin Holcomb says that "grace is the love of God shown to the unlovely; 
the peace of God given to the restless; the unmerited favor of God.” 
 
Unmerited favor: That!s what God shows us. We don!t earn it or deserve it. 
All we can do is accept it. When we enter the Matrix and blow it apart, we 
discover the amazing truth that God looks with favor on us, and freely 
offers us forgiveness, love and peace. 
 
"We live in a world of earning, deserving, and merit, and these result in 
judgment,” says Holcomb. But this world is really an illusion. The truth is 
that God is acting to replace judgment with grace, and the result is new 
life. As long as the Matrix exists, the human race will never be free. But 
when we destroy this illusion, we will all be forgiven and freed. 
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God has looked with favor on us. That!s the truth of our faith, beyond a 
world of illusion. Mary goes on to say that God "has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever” (vv. 
52-55). 
 
In the world around us, the world of illusion, the powerful stay on their 
thrones and keep the lowly in their place. The hungry scrounge for food, 
and the rich have leftovers that go bad in their refrigerators. But Mary 
shatters this Matrix and praises God for turning the world upside-down, 
with God bringing down the powerful, lifting up those in need, feeding the 
hungry, and sending the rich away with nothing. 
 
"But how would you know the difference between the dream world and 
the real world?” That!s a question asked by Morpheus in "The Matrix,” and 
it!s an important question for us to answer today. How do we know that 
the world around us is an illusion, and the world of God is real? 
 
We know that God!s world is real because the birth of Jesus was real. #" In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God,” said John. "And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father!s only son, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:1, 14). The Divine Word that was part of the creation 
of the universe took human form and lived among us as Jesus. This Word 
became real, in the form of a real human being. 
 
As Christians, we call this "the Incarnation” — God coming to us in human 
flesh. "It is untheological,” says Presbyterian minister Frederick Buechner. 
"It is unsophisticated. It is undignified. But according to Christianity, it is 
the way things are.” 
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Yes, the Incarnation is the way things are. It is real. And it is what we 
celebrate at Christmas. Buechner goes on to say that "incarnation means 
that all ground is holy ground because God not only made it but walked on 
it, ate and slept and worked and died on it.” 
 
The birth of Jesus at Christmas is the victory of God over the illusions we 
see all around us. God really has "scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts” (Luke 1:51). God is always on the side of feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, and comforting the afflicted. 
 
So, let!s join Mary in entering the Matrix and blowing it to pieces. More 
powerful than the Trinity character who will be appearing in the movies, 
Mary can point us to a truth that can change our lives for the better. Mary 
tells us that God looks with favor on us, lifts up the lowly, and brings 
down the powerful. 
 
That!s the real world, beyond the illusions that we see all around us. And 
we know it is real because God has come to us in a baby named Jesus, full 
of grace and truth. 
 
I bet you all know the song, “O Holy Night.” I love this song and love when 
it is sung on Christmas Eve…I think of this song often, especially this time 
of year and especially when I stand in the clear crisp night and see the 
stars brightly shining… 
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour!s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
Chorus 
Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born. 
O night, O holy night, O night divine. 
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Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 
 
Chorus 
He knows our need, To our weakness no stranger! 
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! your King! before him bend! 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name! 
 
The world pulled over our eyes speaks and teaches us many things…sadly 
sometimes I feel the church does this as well. But hear this…our God, born 
on Christmas…knows our weakness, Loves US, Gives and teaches us 
GRACE…and we are to help set those who are enslaved and in-prisoned by 
pride and other sin…FREE…to Love one another…LOVE themselves…And 
together we all are to PRAISE HIS Holy Name! Amen.  
 
Special Thanks to: —Henry Brinton and Carl Wilton who contributed to this 
material. 


