
Building Project Update 
 

While there is not much to report at this time, we are pleased to report 
that the asbestos removal has gone well. It is expected to last through 
the first week of December. After the abatement is finished, people who 
have tagged stained glass windows will be asked to remove them from 
the church. You can stay abreast of the timeframe by watching our 
Facebook streamed service at 10:00 am (due to COVID through at 

least December 13), by checking Facebook/First United Methodist Church, 
or the website: comejourneywithus.com. You can also call the church office daily from 8:00-Noon, 734-9437. 
Thank you! 

Scrip Cards 

Find something for everyone on your Christmas list with gift cards available from 750+ top brands.  Every gift card 
purchased through the scrip program immediately raises funds for our church.  Whether you order all year round 
or just for the holidays, the more orders the merrier.  Share the joy with family and friends this holiday 
season.  See LeAnn in the church office or call to order cards by Monday, December 7.  
 

Birdies for Charity Final Update for 2020! 
Our church family units made 32 pledges to Birdies for Charity, totaling $5010.00, with a 5% bonus of $250.50, for 
a grand total of $5260.50. This was our fourth year of this fund-raiser, which went on even without the John 
Deere Classic, which was cancelled due to Covid-19.  Where else can you make a guaranteed 5% (We have 
received 9.9%, 8.2%, and 7.25%) extra on your past donations, all which help with our church’s budgeted 
finances. Total money combined these past 4 years is $16,059.66!!  Hopefully even more donators will be 
involved in the future.  Thank you from the Finance Committee and the Administration Council to all who have 
helped with this fundraiser.” 

Christmas Love Gift for Staff 
 
In appreciation for all the staff does, the Staff/Parish Ministry team is asking the congregation to consider 
contributing to a Christmas Love Gift to be divided among the staff.  Donations can be mailed to the church office 
by December 15th.  Please make checks out to the church and mark “Staff Love Gift” on the memo line. 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 



Jon’s Jottings 
Ad—vent—ure?? 

 
Well...I’ve never started advent quite like this before.  I’m betting you haven’t either.   So, here we are, church 
building is going to be demolished, asbestos is being removed, we can’t even get in the building. And that’s not 
even the BIG story.  The BIG story is we can’t even HAVE worship together right now!  I’ve been a pastor for over 
30 years and I definitely did NOT see this coming!  
 
So, as you no doubt know, we had decided to meet at McGuire & Davies Funeral Home and Crematory and the 
fine folks there have been amazingly gracious and welcoming.  So, for two weeks we showed up there at 7:15 
a.m. unloaded our things we had brought, got everything all set up and had our socially distanced worship.  It’s a 
wonderful place in which to have a worship service and really besides simply not having everything we normally 
would have and having to carry a few things it is very convenient to be there.  And then the numbers of Corona 
Virus cases just kept increasing and we saw what was coming our way.  In fact, we had decided that we would 
take two weeks off from in person worship and then on Tuesday of last week we got an edict from Bishop Beard 
and he said simply...no worship in any UMC in our conference through December 13.  Then by December 15 they 
will decide if we will be allowed to have Christmas Eve services. So... we don’t even know for sure if our Christmas 
Eve will be live and online, or in person. 
 
Fortunately, because of my personality...flying by the seat of my pants is not that uncommon or uncomfortable 
for me.  So... here’s how we are planning to do worship these next few weeks.  1).  It will be ALL on-line and on 
the radio. There will be NO in person worship. 2). We sadly will not be able to a Christmas program this year.  3). 
We are planning to alternate each week between having a more traditional worship and then a more 
contemporary one. Eventually we may just try to “blend” these services but for the next few weeks each will be 
dedicated to one style. 4).  We have absolutely no idea what will be required/recommended for after December 
13. 
 
I am trying to figure out how to do an advent lighting wreath for our worship this advent and wondering what else 
we can do as we have online worship.  I am sure there will some churches and pastors that are going to be much 
more inventive and imaginative than I will...but I am willing to try new ideas, so if you have some please contact 
me or someone in our worship team and we sure will consider them. 
 
Now...here’s the thing.  Yes, our lives are being disrupted by this virus. Yes, it is scary and worrisome. Yes, we all 
wish it were over.  But guess what...our God, the one born in a manger, who grew up to teach and lead us, to live, 
die, and rise again for us is still our God.  We have each other even if it is more through phone calls, computer 
visits, and other distanced means. And LOVE still reigns over all we are and do.   
 
Advent is the season of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love whether we are worshiping in person or over the computer.  
We will all miss the wonderful things we have come to love about church in the Advent/Christmas seasons.  We 
will miss hanging the greens, seeing the sanctuary all decorated, lighting in person the Advent wreath and of 
course possibly even being together for our Christmas Eve service. But...those are not the most important of 
essential aspect of Advent or Christmas...and you know this as well as I do. Because however we are worshiping 
this year...our Lord is still with us, He was still born in a manger, and we can still feel and glimpse, at least in part, 
the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of this season.  
 



One of my favorite songs for this time of year, and yes there are many other favorites, is the song, “I Heard the 
Bells on Christmas Day.” As you may remember the author of that poem/song is Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  If 
you think Covid-19 is bad, imagine our entire country being at war...with itself.  Longfellow’s son had enlisted and 
had been wounded and his family was not even sure how he was or if they would see him again. So in 1863 in 
perhaps the darkest time in our country’s history he wrote this most amazing and beautiful poem which was later 
adapted into a song.  (Do yourself a favor and go to YouTube to listen to the Casting Crowns version).  So, yes, this 
is all sad, scary, frustrating, and even depressing...but if we listen in your hearts then we too, like Longfellow, will 
still be able to hear the bells and their old familiar carols ring of Peace on Earth and Joy to All. You see, our God’s 
Spirit is not defeated by online only worship. Because Shepherds out in the field, long before there was any 
electricity heard and felt it, and we still do as well!  
 
I wish I could give you all the great news that everything was returning to normal. One thing I do know is we won’t 
soon be taking all our worship traditions for granted that’s for sure...and even if we have to worship in our homes, 
over the internet, phones, or radio...our hearts can be tuned into a different frequency and we too will hear the 
bells and not just on Christmas Day but rather throughout this season. And we can work and worship together as 
best we can as we welcome the Good News of our Savior’s birth. 
 
God Bless...Shalom...Blessed Advent...and Merry Christmas! 
 

Jon 
 

Greetings from Grace Place 

We have been very busy this month continuing our study on helpers in 
the Bible; those who aren't as well known, but who teach us important 
life lessons. We have studied Aaron who not only was Moses' voice but 
held his arms up during battle, so they were able to defeat the 
Amalekites. Jethro - Moses' father-in-law gave Moses great advice on 

how to lead and help the Israelite people by appointing responsible 
people to help him. We then made handprints and wrote good advice that we would share with people to help 
them.  Then we made a wreath out of all the handprints and hung it on the wall upstairs. 

Deborah was a judge and a prophetess who helped Barak defeat Jabin's army. Barak wouldn’t go into 
battle unless Deborah went with him.  She agreed to go with him and because of her courage, they won the 
battle. Abagail took a stand against her mean and surly husband and stopped a conflict between her husband, 
Nabal, David and his men. She put herself in danger but did it anyway.  She stopped bloodshed and kept David 
from sinning by shedding innocent blood. We then cut out footprints and wrote on each print how we could 
stand up for someone even when it is difficult or even dangerous. 

 

Mordecai helped save the Jewish people with the help of Esther. Because of his obedience he found favor 
with God and the king. This month the children designed cards and mailed them to our homebound members and 
friends.  We hope it brightened up their day!!! 

 
Maddie Cook won the candy bar this month......FINALLY!!!!!!!   Congratulations to Maddie! 
 



We just started our new schedule for Grace Place that runs from 8:00-10:00 am every Sunday morning.   It is 
working out wonderfully.  We are having so much fun and actually have time for prayer and time to complete our 
lessons, play games, and have a snack. The time goes by very quickly, but we accomplish so much!!! 

Blessings, 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 

HEALING TOUCH 

At this time healing touch sessions are not being scheduled.  If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for 
you, you may call a member of the healing ministry team. 

Penny Vaughn   309-371-3596 

Chris Moore   309-337-4162 

Ray Clark   309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark   309-299-5682 

Let's be intentional about checking the prayer concern lists and praying for those whose names are there.  Some 
hospitals also offer e-cards that can be sent digitally. 

SENIOR MINISTRIES 

During this time of Covid-19 precautions, Pastor Jon has made printed copies of the weekly sermons 
available for delivery to those who have requested them.  Live sermons can now be viewed on Facebook at 10:00 
AM through December 13th.  The weekly service continues to be broadcast on WRAM at 10:30 each week. If you 
are not already receiving printed copies of the sermons and/or The Caller and would like to have them, please let 
me know (299-5682) 

Phone calls, notes and cards are especially appreciated by our members who are not able to be out and 
about. We have begun to meet in the chapel again for prayer at 9:30am followed by Bible study at 10:00am. 
Reminder: We need to come with masks, and social distancing will be followed. 

This year for Christmas we will be taking small gift bags of prepackaged items to our homebound rather 
than cookies as we have done in the past.  If you wish to make a small monetary donation for items to be given, 
you can send it to the church office. 

At this time no special senior activities have been scheduled. 

Blessings! 

Joyce Clark 

 
 
 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMMENTS 
eGiving 
Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those 
gifts. One simple way to carry out our call is to support the church’s mission through 
sacrificial giving. Our new eGiving options make it easy. eGiving allows you to set up 
automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online giving history all at 
your own convenience. 

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at www.comejourneywithus.com 
2. Click the Giving button selection toward the top of the home page. 
3. Click the “Make a Donation” button, then 

 
• Follow the onscreen instructions to create a secure online 

profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
• You can make your regular donation and you can also 

make special donations.  Just select the fund(s) you wish 
to give to. 

• This is a great way to give consistently, support our 
church and to support the Capital Campaign. 

 
Please contact the church office at 309-734-9437 with questions.  
 
Many thanks for your generosity to our community and various ministries! 
 

 

Random Acts of Flowers Vase Donations  
Random Acts of flowers Indianapolis delivers hundreds of floral arrangements to local hospitals and assisted living 
facilities each week.  Every arrangement needs a vase!  Please help us stock our shelves!  We accept any glass, 
ceramic, plastic vase or container that holds fresh-cut flowers and water.  Nearly everyone has unused vases 
tucked away in their garages, attics, or kitchen cabinets, and what may feel like trash or clutter can be a gift to 
someone in a healthcare facility.  Random Acts of Flowers repurposes unsold flowers and re-purposed vases to 
create beautiful bouquets for individuals in healthcare facilities in our community, providing hope and 
encouragement.   There is a box in the hallway at the church in which you can place your donated vases or 
contact Jane Hartley Pratt at Jane@bealprattlaw.com or 309-734-3193 to arrange drop-off or pickup. 

 
Bible Study 
 
You can enjoy a bible study led by Pastor Jon via Zoom WEDNESDAY, December 2, 9, 16 & 23.  

 

 



Choral Dynamics 
Choral Dynamics will host a Diaper Drive in support of Loving Bottoms Diaper Bank as our second Heart Song 
Project.  Loving Bottoms exists to ensure access to an adequate supply of diapers to families in our community, so 
all babies get a healthier start in life. They also provide adult incontinence items and feminine hygiene products to 
those in need.  A goal has been set to collect 5,000 items but I know our members will blow that goal out of the 
water! Please continue reading for all of the details!! 

• WHEN:  DIAPERS MAY BE DROPPED OFF FROM NOVEMBER 14 TO DECEMBER 5, 2020 
 

• WHAT:  DIAPERS OF ANY SIZE, INCLUDING PULL-UPS. BABY WIPES. ADULT INCONTINENCE PRODUCTS. 
FEMALE HYGIENE PRODUCTS, INCLUDING TAMPONS 
 

• WHERE:  THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS ARE DESIGNATED "NO CONTACT" DROP OFF ADDRESSES. PLEASE 
PLACE ITEMS IN THE LABELED BIN.  LOOK FOR THE SIGNS!! 

o EDWARD JONES LOBBY  76 S. PRAIRIE ST.  GALESBURG 
o LIZ CROSS   210 BLAINE AVE.  GALESBURG 
o JENNY STEGALL  102 N. McKINLEY CT., ABINGDON 
o TAMMIE BROOKS   893 N. PRAIRIE, GALESBURG (IN THE FOYER) 
o JANE ANDERSON   505 N. DEPOT ST.  ALTONA 
o JEFF SPENCER    213 S. WESTVIEW DRIVE, KNOXVILLE 
o ALISA RAMER   605 S. 11TH, MONMOUTH 

 

• FINALE:  ON DECEMBER 5, 2020 FROM 9AM TO 2PM WE WILL BE IN THE NORTH PARKING LOT OF THE 
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH ON KELLOGG TO ACCEPT DRIVE THROUGH DONATIONS FROM ANYONE WHO 
COULDN'T GET TO A DROP OFF ADDRESS.  WE ARE SO EXCITED THAT SANTA CLAUS AND OLAF HAVE 
ASKED TO BE THERE TO WELCOME DONORS! THIS WILL ALSO BE A "NO CONTACT" DROP OFF. 

 
OTHER OPTIONS:  YOU MAY CHOOSE TO MAKE A CASH DONATION AT WWW.LOVINGBOTTOMS.COM OR BY 
MAILING A CHECK MADE OUT TO "LOVING BOTTOMS" AND MAILED TO CHORAL DYNAMICS AT PO BOX 
432  GALESBURG, IL 61401. YOU MAY ALSO GO TO THE LINK http://a.co/dWQQBj9  AND SEND ITEMS DIRECTLY 
TO THE WAREHOUSE.  
 

TO MAXIMIZE OUR EFFORTS, THINK ABOUT ASKING FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, AND FAMILY MEMBERS WHO 
WOULD USUALLY BE BUYING A TICKET TO OUR PERFORMANCE TO SPEND THAT MONEY ON DIAPERS.  MAKE IT A 
COMPETITION! CAN'T GET TO ONE OF THE DROPS OFF PLACES?  CALL A BOARD MEMBER AND WE WILL COME 
PICK UP YOUR DONATION!  WE WOULD LOVE MORE VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THE "DIAPER DRIVE THROUGH 

DROP OFF" ON DECEMBER 5TH.  CALL JACKIE IF YOU ARE INTERESTED AT 299-0019.   
 

COVID Committee 

In June, a committee was set up to prepare to reopen the building and begin worship in the Sanctuary. 
We followed the guidelines set by the Center for Disease Control (CDC), Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH), and our Illinois Great Rivers Conference and made plans to reopen in July. The congregation was asked to 
wear face coverings and use hand sanitizer while in the building. We would like to thank the congregation for 
your cooperation in following the procedures. 



Now we have begun the building project and made another change to our worship services. Because of 
Covid-19 restrictions, we are not able to use the Chapel for worship as it is not large enough to allow us to social 
distance. We are fortunate to have a space large enough at McGuire and Davies to worship in person during this 
pandemic. Thank you, Al and Trevor. They have worked with us to continue our safety procedures we have been 
following to keep everyone safe while having worship services in their building.  

In November, the positive cases of Covid-19 increased in Warren County. The Committee met and 
discussed how we should proceed. It was decided that if we were placed under Tier 1 Mitigation, we would 
continue to worship following all the safety procedure we have put in place. Then on November 11, the IDPH 
recommended everyone in the state only participate in essential activities. They recommended for the next three 
weeks, stay home as much as possible, leaving only for necessary and essential activities, such as work that must 
be performed outside the home, COVID-19 testing, visiting the pharmacy, and buying groceries. The committee 
decided that we should follow the recommendation and cancel in person worship. We held in person worship on 
November 15 and then canceled in person worship for November 22 and 29. 

On November 17, the Governor placed the entire state under Tier 3 beginning November 20. Then Bishop 
Beard, for the good of our congregations and communities, instructed our churches not to meet for indoor 
worship for the next four weeks – November 22 and 29 and December 6 and 13. We will continue to live steam 
the worship service at 10:00 on our Facebook page, post it on our website and Pastor Jon will continue the radio 
broadcast on WRAM. 

We know how important it is to see everyone, but we must stay safe. We will begin in person worship at 
McGuire and Davies when we feel it is safe and we are allowed to meet in person. Until then, please stay safe.  

Joyce Clark, Dave and Suzie Geer, Deb Moore, Carolyn Thomas, and Bobbi Uddin 

 

Fresh Start Relocation Committee 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

On behalf of the Fresh Start Relocation Committee, we want to thank you for your help in getting the 
building ready for the next phase. Many hours were spent sorting and moving many heavy items up and down the 
stairs. With your help, we were able to have the building ready on time for asbestos removal. 

Our first workday was October 10 and many items were carried from the second floor to the Lower 
Parlors. Chris Moore had done some spring cleaning in February and then work was halted with the stay at home 
order. In October we began working again and prepared for a sale of items that were no longer being used. The 
Fresh Start Kitchen Committee also sorted through items that were no longer being used. These items were 
offered to the congregation and then to the public at the basement sale. Thanks to Joy Boostrom, Joyce and Ray 
Clark, Suzie and Dave Geer, Chris Moore, Kendall and LeAnn Murk, Phil Porter, Sue and Doug Ray, Missy Roberts, 
Bill Robinson, Cathy and Craig Sheagren, Jon Sims, Janet Stevenson, and Laurie Todd for their help on the first 
workday. 

On October 17, Joyce and Ray Clark, Jane Pratt, Sue and Doug Ray, Karen Robinson, Craig Sheagren and 
Donna Spears helped with the basement sale.  

 



The Fresh Start Kitchen Committee worked again on October 26 and 27 packing all the kitchen items to 
be stored during construction. Joy Boostrom, Karen Robinson, Donna Spears, Janet Stevenson and Peg Willhardt 
packed and labeled everything in the kitchen and had it ready to be moved into the Youth Room. 

Dave Geer and Bill Robinson took on the task of moving the ramp from the Sanctuary to the west door. 
On November 3, Adam Carlson arranged for some of the high school youth to help move the ramp from the 
Sanctuary to the west door. Ben Anderson, Derek Chandler, Andrew Gunn and Nick Lantz just picked up the ramp 
and carried it to the west side of the Education Building. 

Our final workdays were November 5, 6 and 7. All the folding chairs, tables, kitchen items, sound 
equipment, altar rails, and items we were not going to use in the next year were carried to the Youth Room. All 
the items from the Sanctuary, Prayer Room and Music Room were carried to the second floor for storage. Thank 
you to Joyce and Ray Clark, Cathy and Don Daily, Dave Geer, Michael Moore, Ron Moore, Grace and LeAnn Murk, 
Sue and Doug Ray, Bill Robinson, Craig Sheagren, Jon Sims, Stephanie and Matt Sims, Terri and Ken St. George, 
Laurie Todd, Jan and Richard Uddin, and Rick Williams for their help during these workdays.  

As you can see many helped move many items. Some items were light and small, but many were heavy, 
bulky and hard to maneuver up and down the stairs. A huge thank you to everyone who helped this fall. Working 
together, we were able to complete a huge task as we move Forward in Faith. 

Fresh Start Relocation Committee 

Interested in our church history? 

Are you looking for a winter project? Do you enjoy looking at our church’s history? We have an opportunity for 
you! During our cleaning and moving, many items about our church’s history were found all over the building. 
They are now collected and in need of someone to organize everything that was found. There are photos, slides, 
articles, Sunday school record books and many other items just in boxes or stacked on the shelf. We have a room 
on the second floor of the Education Building that can be used to sort and organize everything that was found. 
You can set your own schedule, work at your own pace and even leave everything out on tables as you on sorting 
the many items. Please consider volunteering for this task to preserve our history. To volunteer or for more 
information please contact LeAnn Murk in the church office or Deb Moore. 

Our Church Library needs your help 

During our cleaning, we found many books all around the building. They are all collected and placed on the 
bookshelves in the Lounge or in a room on the second floor. The bookshelves are full, and we have more books to 
be placed on the shelves. We would love to have someone sort through the books and decide which books need 
to stay in the Lounge and which books may be donated or given away. If you are interested in helping with this 
project, please contact LeAnn Murk in the church office or Deb Moore. 

Deb Moore 

moo@speednet.com 

cell phone - 309-255-2315 

home phone - 309-734-5083 

 



Charlie Brown Tree 
The Charlie Brown tree is up in the church chapel waiting to be decorated with donations of socks, 
mittens/gloves, hats, scarves, etc. All items need to be on the tree by Wednesday, December 2 to be delivered to 
Jamieson Center on time. 
 
 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

If you have a birthday in December and you’re not listed here,  

please give the church office a call. 

 

1 Craig Armstrong 18 Melissa Oaks 

2 Keegan Smith  Daniel Edwards 

 Griffin Ferguson 19 Donna Smith 

 Eric Nicol  Pam Stinemates 

3 Anita Anderson 20 Lisa Ankle 

 Laine Ferguson  Arley McGill 

6 Dee Armstrong 21 Landon Andrews 

7 Sarah Clayton  Dereck Lemley 

8 Missy Roberts 22 Bernie Troutwine 

10 Lillian Edwards 23 Julie Brodrick 

11 Larry Ryner 24 J. R. Andrews 

13 Marilyn Evans 28 Anita Sims 

15 Larry Myers 29 Dave Flaar 

16 Jordan Lemley 30 Carolyn Thomas 

 Jim O’Brien   
 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts   Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators - Adam & Michelle Carlson 

   

 



 


