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August 15, 2021 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ephesians 5:15-20 
“Vey Iz Mir” 
 
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14  Common English Bible 
10 Then David lay down with his ancestors and was buried in David!s City. 
11 He ruled over Israel forty years—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three 
years in Jerusalem. 
Solomon secures his throne 12 Solomon sat on the throne of his father 
David, and his royal power was well established. 3 Now Solomon loved the 
Lord by walking in the laws of his father David, with the exception that he 
also sacrificed and burned incense at the shrines. 4 The king went to the 
great shrine at Gibeon in order to sacrifice there. He used to offer a 
thousand entirely burned offerings on that altar. 5 The Lord appeared to 
Solomon at Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, "Ask whatever you wish, 
and I!ll give it to you.” 6 Solomon responded, "You showed so much 
kindness to your servant my father David when he walked before you in 
truth, righteousness, and with a heart true to you. You!ve kept this great 
loyalty and kindness for him and have now given him a son to sit on his 
throne. 7 And now, Lord my God, you have made me, your servant, king in 
my father David!s place. But I!m young and inexperienced. I know next to 
nothing. 8 But I!m here, your servant, in the middle of the people you 
have chosen, a large population that can!t be numbered or counted due to 
its vast size. 9 Please give your servant a discerning mind in order to 
govern your people and to distinguish good from evil, because no one is 
able to govern this important people of yours without your help.” 10 It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon had made this request. 11 God said to him, 
"Because you have asked for this instead of requesting long life, wealth, or 
victory over your enemies—asking for discernment so as to acquire good 
judgment— 12 I will now do just what you said. Look, I hereby give you a 
wise and understanding mind. There has been no one like you before now, 
nor will there be anyone like you afterward. 13 I now also give you what 
you didn!t ask for: wealth and fame. There won!t be a king like you as long 
as you live. 14 And if you walk in my ways and obey my laws and 
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commands, just as your father David did, then I will give you a very long 
life.” 
 
Ephesians 5:15-20  Common English Bible 
15 So be careful to live your life wisely, not foolishly. 16 Take advantage 
of every opportunity because these are evil times. 17 Because of this, 
don!t be ignorant, but understand the Lord!s will. 18 Don!t get drunk on 
wine, which produces depravity. Instead, be filled with the Spirit in the 
following ways: 19 speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs; sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts; 20 always give 
thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;  
 
Dwayne is a strong young man at the construction site and he was bragging 
that he could outdo anyone in a feat of strength. He made a special case 
of making fun of one of the older workmen, George. After several 
minutes, George had had as much as he was willing to take. 'OK, Dwayne, 
why don't you put your money where your mouth is?' he stated 
thoughtfully. 'I will bet a week's wages that I can haul something in a 
wheelbarrow over to that outbuilding that you won't be able to wheel 
back.' 'You're on, old man,' Dwayne, the braggart replied, smirking. 'Let's 
see what you got.' George, the old fellow, reached out and grabbed the 
wheelbarrow by the handles. Then, nodding to Dwayne, he said, 'All right. 
Get in.’ 
 
An elderly couple, John and Maureen Barnden were celebrating their 
sixtieth wedding anniversary. The couple had married as childhood 
sweethearts and had moved back to their old neighborhood, just outside 
Burlington in the State of Vermont, shortly after they retired. Holding 
hands, John and Maureen strolled back to their old school. It was not 
locked, so they went in and found the old desk they'd shared, where John 
had carved "I love you, Moz." On their way back home, a bag of money fell 
out of an armored car, practically landing at their feet; Maureen quickly 
picked it up, and not sure what to do with it, they took it home. There, 
she counted the money: seventy-thousand dollars.  John pronounced, 
'We've got to give it back, Moz.' Maureen replied quickly, 'Finders keepers, 
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sweetheart,' and she put the money back in the bag and hid it in their 
attic. The next day, two policemen were going from door to door in their 
neighborhood looking for the money, and knocked on John and Maureen's 
door. 'Excuse me, sorry to trouble you, but did either of you find a bag 
that fell out of a Brinks van yesterday?' Maureen responded firmly, 'No.' 
John retorted clearly and loudly, 'She's lying. She hid it up in the attic.' 
Maureen glared and said, 'Don't you believe him, he's getting senile.' The 
agents turned to John and began to question him. One says, 'Now sir, think 
back to yesterday and tell us the whole story right from the beginning.' 
'Well,' started John, 'it was like this: when Maureen and I were walking 
home from school yesterday .....' The first policeman turns to his partner 
and raising his eyes to the heavens murmurs, ‘Ok.lets go…have a nice day 
folks!’” 
 
Doug Larson said, “Wisdom is the quality that keeps you from getting into 
situations where you need it.” 
Former Pittsburg Steelers coach and 4 time Super Bowl Winner Chuck Knoll 
said, “Some coaches pray for wisdom; I pray for 260-pound tackles… 
they!ll give me plenty of wisdom.” 
 
So…who is the wisest person to have ever lived?  I think you could make an 
argument for more than one and certainly today’s Bible story about King 
Solomon would be a great one to claim as the wisest of all time.  But some 
might pick a more modern person for instance Albert Einstein.  He is 
considered one of the smartest men of all time.  In fact a common english 
saying is, “You don’t have to be an _____ (Einstein) to figure that out!”   
 
In 1905, at the age of 26, he published three groundbreaking papers that 
provided the blueprint for much of modern science. The first was on the 
motion of particles suspended in liquid. The second was on the 
photoelectric effect, the release of electrons from metal when light 
shines on it. Last and perhaps most famous, Einstein published his special 
theory of relativity, which led to the shocking conclusion that time is not 
constant, and neither is weight nor mass.  
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It is still hard to believe that Einstein!s work in that single year led to the 
discovery of, among other things, X-ray crystallography, DNA, the 
photoelectric effect, vacuum tubes, transistors and the mechanics of the 
information age.  
 
1905. What a year.   Unfortunately, Einstein!s work at that time also laid 
the groundwork for the atomic bomb. And when the bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima, Albert Einstein!s immediate response was "Vey iz mir” ... "Woe 
is me.” 
 
Einstein was one of the smartest humans in history, and yet he ended his 
career feeling that his creations had slipped beyond his control. The pro-
bomb position that he took during the Second World War turned into 
pacifism by the end of his life. The mushroom cloud that validated so 
many brilliant theories brought no joy to this genius, but instead only 
woe.  Vey Iz Mir indeed.   
 
Our 1 Kings passage today tells of how the mighty King David died after a 
long and successful reign as the greatest King Israel and Judah ever had.  
It was King David who got the kingdoms to join and for nearly 40 years 
they enjoyed a blessed time.  After King David died his son Solomon…a boy 
born to Bathsheba, and you remember how King David and she met, 
became king.  It says that Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, 
and his royal power was well established. 3 Now Solomon loved the Lord 
by walking in the laws of his father David, with the exception that he also 
sacrificed and burned incense at the shrines.   
 
If you know anything about King Solomon you probably know that he asked 
for wisdom instead of wealth and long life when the Lord appeared to 
him.  And as a result of that request for discernment…the Lord was 
pleased and gave him incredible wisdom and discernment:  The Lord says, 
“Because you have asked for this instead of requesting long life, wealth, 
or victory over your enemies—asking for discernment so as to acquire good 
judgment— 12 I will now do just what you said. Look, I hereby give you a 
wise and understanding mind. There has been no one like you before now, 
nor will there be anyone like you afterward. 13 I now also give you what 
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you didn!t ask for: wealth and fame. There won!t be a king like you as long 
as you live.” 
 
Solomon started out his request by showing his humility as he said, “You 
showed so much kindness to your servant my father David when he walked 
before you in truth, righteousness, and with a heart true to you. You!ve 
kept this great loyalty and kindness for him and have now given him a son 
to sit on his throne. 7 And now, Lord my God, you have made me, your 
servant, king in my father David!s place. But I!m young and inexperienced. 
I know next to nothing. 8 But I!m here, your servant, in the middle of the 
people you have chosen, a large population that can!t be numbered or 
counted due to its vast size. 9 Please give your servant a discerning mind 
in order to govern your people and to distinguish good from evil, because 
no one is able to govern this important people of yours without your 
help.” 
 
Do you hear the sincerity and the humility?  He begins by complimenting 
and thanking the Lord for all He had done for his father David and then he 
shows a wonderful humbleness when he says, “I’m young and 
inexperienced…I know next to nothing.”  Those are wonderful words and 
an amazing way to begin his time with the Lord as the new King of God’s 
people.  Solomon was already showing if not wisdom then at least a 
sincerity that should have served him well.   
 
Yet almost immediately we can sense some trouble.  It is found in Chapter 
3:3 when it says, “Now Solomon loved the Lord by walking in the laws of 
his father David, with the exception that he also sacrificed and burned 
incense at the shrines.”  Now there is some disagreement about how bad 
it was that Solomon burned incense to the shrines.  But it is safe to say 
that the Lord did not want him to do that.  So, in the best case scenario 
Solomon was doing that which he should not have done!  And the Lord did 
not support or bless his actions.   
 
But Solomon does request wisdom and discernment from the Lord and this 
pleases God immensely!  God says, “Because you have asked for this 
instead of requesting long life, wealth, or victory over your enemies—
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asking for discernment so as to acquire good judgment— 12 I will now do 
just what you said. Look, I hereby give you a wise and understanding 
mind. There has been no one like you before now, nor will there be 
anyone like you afterward. 13 I now also give you what you didn!t ask for: 
wealth and fame. There won!t be a king like you as long as you live. 
14 And if you walk in my ways and obey my laws and commands, just as 
your father David did, then I will give you a very long life.” 
 
If you haven’t figured this out yet…God wants humble servants.  Folks who 
understand two things…1) There is a God and 2) We aren’t God!  But here 
is the problem, many, many seem to forget #2 even when they remember 
#1.  And by the way…even though Solomon started out well he does have 
some issues remembering his words later in life.  The goal in all our lives 
should be that we seek authentic Godly wisdom. 
 
Frederick Buechner said this about wisdom, "Wisdom is a matter not only 
of the mind but of the intuition and heart.” It is like "a woman!s wisdom 
born out of suffering as a woman bears a child.” It is no surprise to 
Buechner that wisdom is described as a woman in Proverbs, a book 
traditionally attributed to Solomon. Wisdom was present when God made 
the heavens, the sea and the earth. "It was as if he needed a woman!s 
imagination to help him make them, a woman!s eye to tell him if he!d 
made them right, a woman!s spirit to measure their beauty by.”  
 
Wisdom also involves obedience. A wise person walks in God!s ways and 
keeps his commandments. Wisdom walks in the light of the revealed word. 
No need to agonize over issues of honesty, integrity, faithfulness, love, 
trust, greed, envy, slander, gossip and the like.  
 
When we walk with God, we replace the human tendency to "Just say 
#no’” with the spirit-led impulse to "Just say #yo,’” — to paraphrase the 
cargo-panted, body-pierced rapper youngster in your junior high Sunday 
school class. 
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Finally, wisdom always wears the cloak of charity. The greatest wisdom is 
to love God and neighbor. "You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,” and "You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). Wisdom may flow from 
knowledge, and in that sense there is an intellectual component to 
wisdom. But wisdom is also informed by our emotions (heart), enacted by 
the volition or will and affirmed in our souls.  
 
There is nothing anti-intellectual in the teachings of Jesus. What Jesus is 
saying is that we should keep love of God and love of neighbor in front of 
us as we move into the future together. If our discoveries don!t help us to 
act in a truly loving way, then we need to find another path to travel.  
 
Great minds have always sensed this, whether they were kings of Israel or 
winners of the Nobel Prize. In fact, Albert Einstein himself said, "It has 
become appallingly obvious that our technology has exceeded our 
humanity.” Wisdom requires not only a good mind but a loving heart, and 
a willingness to walk in God!s ways.  
 
I’ve been thinking about the wise people I have known in my life.  And I 
suppose one could argue that folks who have made a lot of money have to 
be wise, though I don’t necessarily agree with that …as well as folks who 
are leaders in their areas.  But what if being wise is more of an 
understanding of who God is and how we are to relate to God? 
 
I once helped a fellow out who was too poor to even get a motel on his 
own.  He was out hitch-hiking on a cold day with just a back pack and not 
much else.  He was so cold and hungry that he got in my truck and was 
ecstatic that I offered him some hot coffee and an energy bar.  As we 
drove along he told me how he had lost his job because of economic down 
turns, how his wife and child were killed in a car wreck when a drunk 
driver hit them, and how he was trying to get to the University of Iowa for 
a consultation and possible surgery for his cancerous condition.  I have 
thought many times over the years that he could have been lying to me…I 
have no proof that his wife and child had been killed or that he had lost 
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his job or that he had cancer.  I was able to confirm that he had some 
stuff shipped to a bus station so he could pick it up but that’s about it.   
 
Anyway we had a great conversation, and I really enjoyed being with him.  
I was in seminary at the time so anytime I got a chance to discuss God and 
our theological views of God I was “in.”  At the end of our conversation as 
he was turning me down when I offered him some money he looked at me 
and said, “God Bless you for taking the time to help me and our God is 
good all the time!”  To which I, because I like to debate, said to him, 
“How can you say that?  You lost your job, you lost your wife and your 
child…and now you have cancer…as a ministerial student I would like to 
understand how in the face of all that you can still believe God is good?”  
 
And with that he winked at me and as he was getting out of my truck he 
said, “Well, God sent me YOU didn’t he?”   
Maybe…just maybe what determines true wisdom is our realization that 
there is a God, and we are not God!  And with that is the knowledge that 
WE need to listen and to rely on God…and TRUST God.   
 
Einstein was one of the smartest people that ever lived.  His discoveries 
and theories are still informing our world and our science today and most 
likely will for years to come.  Yet when his theory was turned into a 
terrible weapon which was used to kill a thousands of people he 
exclaimed, “Vey IZ Mir.”  Woe is me.  I wonder if Godly wisdom had been 
obtained and if God had been relied upon…would the woe still have been 
felt so strongly?   
 
May your understanding of all things, reflect your recognition that 
you…that we all need to lean on God and to TRUST him and then our Vey 
Iz Mir turns into Blessed are we!  Amen.  1, 2 

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041319 
2 Journal of Homiletics, July-August-2003 


