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Lenten Lay Breakfast Series 

The 46th Annual Lenten Lay Breakfast series will continue each Friday 
morning through Good Friday, April 15, 2022.  Strom Center will again be the 
host for the series.  Breakfast begins at 6:30 a.m. with the program from 
7:15-7:45 a.m.  The breakfast series is sponsored by the Warren County 
Ministerial Association.  Listed below is the schedule of breakfasts and the 
church that will have the program. 

April 8                   Heritage Bible Church 
April 15                 Immanuel Baptist 

 

	

	

Palm Sunday, April 10th 9:30 am  Children bringing in the palms 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th 6:00 pm Fairview Center Church 

Good Friday, April 15th 5:00 pm   Lutheran Church 

Easter Sunday, April 17th 9:30 am   McGuire Davies 

 

 
 

May 22 will be Graduation Sunday.  If you or someone in your family is graduating from high school, junior 
college, college or graduate school, please call the church office.  We don’t want to miss anyone! 

 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 

 
Here we are in April!  I am hoping we are experiencing more of 
what spring is supposed to be as we progress through April.  
March had a few moments of hopefulness, but it also had a few 
returns to winter as well!  One friend said we always have 4 or 5 
returns to winter before spring really gets a full start.  This year, 
then, is about average I suppose.   

 
If you have been with us through Lent, you know I have focused on the book, “The Walk: Five Essential Practices 
of the Christian Life,” by Adam Hamilton.  In this book Hamilton lists five essential practices that will help us to 
become more disciplined disciples of Jesus Christ.  All of us, no matter how dedicated and disciplined we are, can 
stand to grow in our discipleship of Jesus.  I love the stories of the early disciples who were hand-picked by Jesus.  
Each of them have moments when they shine and moments when it is not entirely clear they understood exactly 
who Jesus was!   
 
So, the five practices focused on in the book are: 1) Worship, 2) Study, 3) Serving, 4) Giving, 5) Sharing our faith.  
In each of those areas Hamilton told us to focus on our hands and remember to do repeat our discipleship actions 
five times.  We are to pray five times each day; read five verses of scripture (at minimum) each day; Do five acts of 
kindness each week; Give to others generously five times each month; and sharing your faith (inviting five people 
to church) this year.  All of those seem very doable and with just a bit of commitment and discipline they may be 
accomplished. 
 
I look forward eagerly to seeing how much of a change this will bring to our church.  Perhaps we will even form 
some class (es) to help folks to grow in each of these essential areas of discipleship.  For instance, if all 300 
members of our church did five acts of kindness each week then in a year, we will have done 78,000 acts of 
kindness!   
 
I am sure that in each of our lives we already do many of these acts of discipleship.  If you are like me, you don’t 
even keep track of them.  I suppose the main goal, then, is to be intentional about our acts of discipleship as we 
seek to walk with Jesus through the lives, He has given us.   
 
As you know, we are getting closer, (even if it is slow going), to being in our new church building.  I hope you are 
excited about this as I am.  The idea that we will be able to restart old ministries or start NEW ministries is 
wonderful.  We also will have a building which is open and available to all.  But we must be INTENTIONAL about all 
of this.  Mike Crawford said it well when he said, “A new building will bring new people into your building…ONE 
TIME.”  The goal, then, is to make sure what folks find here in our church is something worthwhile and 
meaningful.   
 
So…please try and put into action the five essential practices of worship/prayer; study; acts of kindness; Giving; 
and sharing our faith-inviting new people to church.  And in your time of prayer keep asking God what we should 
be considering and doing as we get ready to start in our new building.  We want this to be a building that gives us 
a place where we can live out and DO our mission…make disciples of Jesus Christ…and to Know, Grow, and Show 
the love of Jesus to others!   
 
Shalom & Happy Easter! 

Jon 
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Greetings from Grace Place 
Landon Andrews won the big candy bar this month.  Congratulations to 
Landon!!! 

We just completed our unit on obedience.  We learned from Balaam 
that we had better listen to God the first time! Balaam asked God 3x for 
permission to put a curse on the Israelites. Balaam was greedy and 
wanted the treasure that Balak, king of Moab, offered him to curse 
God's people.  Eventually Balaam listened to God, but it took his 
donkey to speak to him to understand!!!!!  I pray that we listen to God 

the first time and God doesn't have to send a talking animal to get His point across!!!!! 

Our last lesson on obedience was about Gideon, which you may remember had a lot of excuses for God as to why 
he wasn't qualified to lead an army to defeat the Midianites.  Gideon was considered the least able to defeat the 
enemy and was from the smallest and weakest tribe.  But he soon learned that all things are possible with God. 

Next, we are diving into the Lenten season and learning God's plan for our salvation through the life and death of 
his Son, Jesus.  We are practicing for Palm Sunday and hope to have another Boom Whacker song for you to 
enjoy! 

Palm Sunday will be celebrated on April 10 at 9:30 at McGuire and Davies.  The children will be participating in the 
service.  Please have your child at McGuire and Davies by 9:15 that morning. 

We will be having an Easter egg hunt at the education building on Easter Sunday during regular Sunday School 
hours....8:30-10:30!!!  Please have your child bring a basket or bag.  We always have a great time! 

Blessings- 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
GRACE PLACE would appreciate individually wrapped Easter Candy donations to help fill Easter eggs. 

Donations are needed by Sunday, April 3. 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
The UMW Personal Growth and Spring Meeting was held on March 26 at Christ United Methodist Church in East 
Moline.  Our program was "Praying While Working."  We were encouraged to look for God everywhere in our 
daily activities.  Linda Dean and Chris Moore attended the meeting.  We also had reports from the representatives 
from Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham Children's Home. 
 
We will be packing college boxes on Tuesday, April 19 at 9:30 in the Chapel. Please give the names of your college 
students to LeAnn in the office before that date.  We are asking for cookie donations for the boxes. The sign-up 
sheet is on the welcome table at the Church.  Please package your cookies 3 to a bag and no nuts or peanut 
butter.  Thank you so much! 
 
*Exec Board will meet Thursday, April 7 at 1:30 in the Chapel. 
 
*Deborah Circle will meet Wednesday, April 13 at 9:30 am in the Lounge. 
 
*Priscilla Circle will meet Thursday, April 21 at 1:30 in the Chapel. 
All women are invited to the Deborah or Priscilla Circle meetings. 
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Healing Touch 
 
Healing Touch is non-invasive and effective.  (Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation 
response and enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and depression, 
provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the effects of trauma and 
chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -
Enlighten Empower Practice" - 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 

Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 

Ray Clark 309-299-5682 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

The month of March came in like a lamb and remains to be seen how it goes out, for our project the focus wasn’t 
on the weather as much as continuing the work that was delayed through February.  Carpenters worked towards 
completing any framing that needed to be completed in the transition locations, where the old building and the 
new building connected.  They have also focused on framing around utility chases that will hide the utility piping 
and conduits that transition from the lower parlors up to the second floor.  With the framing completed for a 
majority of the project this will allow the carpenters to move outside and complete the concrete siding panels.  
One rainy week the carpenters painted some of the Education Wing hallway on the first floor, which will be 
completed as a part of the project, including the second-floor hallway. 

Drywall crew continued to complete placing drywall panels and joint compound where needed in the Atrium, 
Sanctuary, restrooms and lower parlor hallways and Fellowship Hall areas.  In the Atrium and Sanctuary, many 
lineal feet of corner bead have been installed in preparation for joint compound to be applied and finished.  Quite 
a bit of this work has been completed and the lower parlors are close to being ready for priming and painting 
which will help accommodate finishing work on the kitchen area and the restrooms.   

The utility infrastructure continues to be installed throughout the building, with most of it being completed by 
electricians in March.  The electricians continued pulling wire through conduits in the lower parlor, including large 
gauge wire to connect the building panels, to the main disconnect panel and the transformer.  It is anticipated 
that the building transformer will be connected to the power pole for the electrical service early in the month of 
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April.  Wire has been pulled to the rooftop HVAC unit and the panel in the lower parlor mechanical room which 
will accommodate connections once the service is connected.   

The electricians will continue to connect wiring to the panels and to the elevator shaft in preparation for the 
elevator supplier to come in and begin the install of the elevator components.  Plumbers worked with the fire 
sprinkler system contractor to complete the sprinkler system and pressure test the system so it could be 
approved by the appropriate inspectors.   

We continue to be impacted by some material supply shortages, including some of the remaining glass has not 
arrived yet to be installed.  It is our understanding that the remainder of the supplies and equipment needed to 
complete the job is on hand and available when needed.  We anticipate that the contractor will be remaining on 
site to see the project reach completion. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project. 
 

Birdies for Charity 

The Administrative Council has again given approval to do Birdies for Charity for the 6th year. In the first 5 years, 
we brought in a total of $21,594.66, ($1452 of this free to us from the John Deere Classic Bonus Fund).  Birdies for 
Charity has been our ONLY church fundraiser since Uncle Phil’s Diner in the fall of 2019 and has proven to be very 
helpful for us.  We are guaranteed at least 105% (maybe up to 110%) of the money YOU pledge, returned to us 
this October.  You can make your pledge any time starting today (If you want, then you can forget about it!!), 
through no later than Friday, July 1st, 2022.  Everyone can take part!!  There is no donation too big or too small!!  
The deadline for pledge forms to qualify as a contest entry (Guessing the # of Birdies) for the 2 year car lease on a 
2022 Lexus RX 350 have to be received by June 10, 2022.   

Whether you get your April Caller via mail, email, or pick up at the church, you should have a paper copy of the 
official Birdies for Charity form in the April Caller envelope, attached to your emailed April Caller, to run off, OR in 
a stack right by the Callers at church.  Cut off and use the left 3rd of the opposite side of this and follow directions.  
You do need to know that the CHARITY NAME is “First United Methodist Church” and our BIRD # is “2135.  You 
can also save postage and donate online. Type in https://birdiesforcharity.com/donate, which gets you to the BFC 
webpage.  Choose “Donate" and follow the directions.  At the very end you need to click the green “Choose Your 
Charity” to enter your payment.  You will get an immediate “THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION” message and 
several emails verifying your donation. I can also email you some help with those online directions, if you’d 
like…or talk you through it on the phone!! 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call me at 734-6536 or my cell 309-255-1535.  You can also email me 
at ltodd1956@gmail.com. You can also go to https://birdiesforcharity.com  to see more information online.     

Please pray with me, Laurie Todd, BFC contact person, for successful pledging this year!! 
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VBS is Coming!!! 
Mark your calendars for June 26-30 

Our Theme this year is “FOOD TRUCK PARTY ON A ROLL WITH GOD!” 

Food truck party invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11.   "Give us this day our daily 
bread".   These words serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God--and that it is by turning to 
God in prayer that all our daily needs are met. 

We will be having VBS at Faith United Presbyterian Church once again this year.  The Lutheran Church will also 
be participating.   Please pray about becoming a volunteer for our VBS.  We always have a great time.  What 
better way can you invest your time than in our children. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Chris 
Moore at 309-337-4162. 

Scrip Program 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
Easter or birthday gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United Methodist Church with 
needed funds.  Cards on hand right now in the church office are Subway, Steak n Shake, Target, AMC Theatres, 
Walmart, Dairy Queen, Arby’s, Pizza Hut, Buffalo Wild Wings, Happy Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake 
Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wings & Sephora), and Happy 
Dining (Can be used at: Cheesecake Factory, Red Lobster, Buffalo Wild Wings, McCormick & Smicks, Cracker 
Barrel & P.F. Chang's).  Many other cards are also available online. 

Electronic Giving 

Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year-round.  Consider scheduling a recurring 
electronic contribution today.  It’s easy!  You will no longer need to remember to write checks.  Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to 
be received on an uninterrupted basis. Get started today!  Visit our web-site at 
http://www.comejourneywithus.com to set up your online contribution.  It’s safe and secure!! 

 

Here I Am, Lord 

Each day we are meant to offer ourselves to God, inviting God to use us as his instruments of healing, justice, 
mercy, and love. Our task is to pay attention to what’s going on around us and listen for God’s prompting and to 
respond. I challenge you to begin each day saying, “Here I am, Lord, do with me whatever you want.” 

On Sunday, May 1, after worship, we will come together to discuss what God is calling us to do and make an 
action plan to work together to serve God and serve others. We have been talking about many different ideas as 
we prepare to move into our new building. Now is the time to begin to take action on those plans. Please be in 
prayer this next month about what God is calling you to do and plan to attend on Sunday, May 1 at 11:00 in the 
Chapel to put that plan into action. 

Deb Moore 
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April Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in April and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

  

1 Mark Clark 15 Pete Gebauer 

 Eliza Marlin 16 Sharon Elliott 

3 Bryson Hall  Joan Horner 

 Matt McVey 17 Joy Boostrom 

4 Carol Stombaugh  Don Daily 

5 Seth Richardson 18 Mandy Andrews 

6 Madelyn Hall  Karen Oaks 

8 Jake Halcomb 19 Will Hall 

9 Rick Williams 20 Haxell Mouandza 

 Callie Lantz 22 Melissa Anderson 

10 Teresa Prien  Andrew Myers 
11 Sue Cooley 25 Nick Lantz 

 Steve McVey  Jonathan Boyer 
12 Bobbi Uddin 26 Brenda Robinson 

 Daniel Uddin 28 Jim Pierce 
13 Brian Boyer  Marlita Bulen 

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Music Director - Missy Roberts    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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