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April 3, 2022 
2 Corinthians 5:20; Matthew 4:18-20; Matthew 28:19-20 
“Do We Care Enough to Share?” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 Common English Bible 
20 So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with 
you through us. We beg you as Christ!s representatives, "Be reconciled to 
God!”  
 
Matthew 4:18-20 Common English Bible 
18 As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, 
because they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” he said, "and I!ll 
show you how to fish for people.” 20 Right away, they left their nets and 
followed him.  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 Common English Bible 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to obey everything that I!ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be 
with you every day until the end of this present age.” 
 
The weary evangelist knocked on another door, fully expecting to have it 
slammed in his face. Sure enough, the older woman who answered, angrily 
demanded that he leave once she figured out why he was there and 
slammed the door. 
 
The door, however, bounced back open, and the woman shouted, "Get 
your foot out of my door!” 
 
"But ma!am…” the evangelist began, when the woman again slammed the 
door in his face. Once again it bounced back open. 
 
"I said get your foot out of my door!” the woman yelled again. One more 
time she slammed the door. One more time it bounced open again. 



 

 2 

 
"But ma!am…” the evangelist said again, only to be cut off. 
 
"Don!t talk back to me!” the woman screamed in a rage. "I want you off 
my property!” She slammed the door a fourth time, only to see it bounce 
open a fourth time. 
 
"Ma!am,” the evangelist yelled as he beat a hasty retreat down the 
sidewalk, "you!ll be able to close your door if you move your cat out of the 
way!” 
 
Following a great sermon on lifestyle evangelism one family thought they 
had better do something to witness to Jesus. So they invited their 
neighbors to dinner the following Friday night. 
 
When it came to the meal, the hostess was keen to show their neighbors 
that they upheld Christian standards in their home. 
 
So she asked little 5 year old Johnny to say grace. 
 
Little Johnny was a bit shy. "I don!t know what to say” There was an 
awkward pause, followed by a reassuring smile from the boy!s mother. 
"Well darling,” she said, ” just say what Daddy said at breakfast this 
morning.” 
 
Obediently, the boy repeated, "Oh God, we!ve got those awful people 
coming to dinner tonight” 
 
Here’s something I have noticed over the years. Folks love to tell others 
about stuff they are passionate/happy/satisfied with. When we were 
looking for a motorhome all I had to do was tell a Winnebago group or 
owner I was wondering about Winnebagos and the next thing you knew I 
was hearing all about Winnebagos! When we go to a new town and ask 
someone from there where they would recommend we eat…we usually get 
a wonderful endorsement of some favorite restaurant.  
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Last spring Anita and I were in Rochester, MN at the Mayo Clinic and had 
to stay over for a weekend. We had no doctor appointments on Saturday 
so on Friday I asked Dr. Lane, one of the specialists we were seeing, what 
and where we should do in his fair town on a weekend. He ended up 
taking us to a window that looked over the town and pointed out several 
potential places we should visit.  
 
How about cars? My best is…If you are pleased with your current car and I 
ask you about it…then you will tell me more than I really need to know. 
And of course, the opposite is true as well. Sometimes the negative gets 
talked about even more than the positive.  
 
Here’s what Adam Hamilton has to say about this phenomenon of telling 
the good about a favorite item of place of ours, remember we are basing 
this sermon series on Hamilton’s book, “The Walk”, in it he says, “An 
interesting thing happens when we talk about something that we love, 
enjoy or find meaningful: the very act of sharing our positive feelings 
about the person, place, or thing actually increases our positive feelings 
even as we’re seeking to share this good thing we’re testifying about with 
someone else.” 
 
So…the very act of sharing about something we love, enjoy or find 
meaningful…the very act of sharing our positive feelings about the person, 
place or thing ACTUALLY INCREASES OUR POSITIVE FEELINGS even as we 
are seeking to share this good thing. And I might add the opposite appears 
to me to be true as well. When we share negative feelings about 
something…we tend to feel more negative.  
 
One of the truths about today and our wide use of social media is that it 
has never been easier to share our faith or our opinions with a LOT of 
people. When I first signed up to be on Facebook it was in the middle of a 
presidential election…and I don’t know if you noticed this or not…but a 
couple of people out there…had INTENSE feelings about different political 
candidates and they were not overly shy about sharing those feelings on 
whatever social media platform they utilized. I am really not sure why we 



 

 4 

feel it is so important to put down, criticize, or make fun of public 
people…but I know I have done it and I know a lot of others have as well.  
 
But in the church…we have a wonderful opportunity to share about our 
faith and our church with others, tastefully, and easily. Today, there are 
many people who are skeptical of faith, and even more skeptical of what 
is often referred to as, “Organized religion” (which is an oxymoron if I’ve 
ever heard one!). And for those who are negative or reserved about 
religion…who can blame them! There have been more than a couple bad 
reviews of Christians and churches. And whenever you read those reviews 
the terms, “hypocritical,” “judgmental,” “mean-spirited,” and then 
things like, “anti-gay,” or “anti-whatever,” will often be uttered.  
 
Then considering these reviews or commentaries about the church and 
faith take a look at the ONE we in the Christian church seek to worship 
and serve. When you look at and study Jesus do you see someone who 
seems to fit with the reviews we often find? 
 
Hamilton tells the story of a friend who sent him an e-mail telling him she 
would no longer call herself a Christian. She had just had a conversation 
with a fellow who announced his faith to her, but then proceeded to share 
views that she found offensive and completely contrary to the gospel of 
Jesus as she understood it. She wrote, “I don’t want to be associated with 
the faith this man was professing.” So, she said, she would call herself a 
follower of Jesus but would not publicly identify herself as a Christian 
anymore. 
 
Hamilton told her he understood her feelings and he reports that he 
agreed with her that the man in question certainly did not reflect his 
understanding of what was Christian…but he also suggested to her this 
statement, “If people like you stop calling themselves Christians, how will 
anyone know that there are any other kind of Christians than the kind 
reflected by the man you spoke with today?”  
 
The truth is, “Most people who choose to follow Jesus do so because of 
the positive witness of Christians through whom they experienced love and 
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from whom they heard a compelling witness and example of what it 
means to BE a Christian.” 
 
Of course, none of us is perfect…but we are all called to by Jesus…yes BY 
Jesus, to witness or to share our faith so that others see HIM in us. 
Daunting, isn’t it? And I know we all worry we aren’t really the ones who 
reflect of show Christ correctly. Each of us looks in the mirror each day 
and we see our complete selves. We know our thoughts, desires, inner 
struggles, and we compare that to our understanding of Jesus and know 
we fall far short of HIS example. So, how on Earth are we to have others 
see him in us? 
 
I think we have been answering that as we go along through this Lent. We 
shared the scripture in Matthew where Jesus tells his audience that EVERY 
time they gave food, drink, clothing, or visited others…they were doing it 
for him. The trick may be that we need to tell others we are doing it 
because of Jesus…that we know we fall short of his example…but we love 
and serve him and believe others will have a better life, not to mention 
afterlife, because of him! 
 
In Matthew 9:36-38 it says, “36 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The size of the 
harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers. 
38 Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for 
his harvest.” 
 
Guess who the Lord of the harvest is sending out? Yes…it is us! How are we 
doing?  
 
Here’s the thing, Jesus was criticized for hanging out with, “The sinners, 
tax collectors, and prostitutes.” He was often found to be with the 
broken, the sinful, the sick, and the demon possessed. I have been 
enjoying our Bible Study on Genesis this Lent and one of the reasons is 
because of the characters Genesis reveals to us as we read. And we 
remember these folks were the ones upon whom our faith is founded and 
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from their family line we get Jesus…we find some very challenging people. 
Folks who lie, cheat, steal, betray, and who deliberately shirk their duty 
to God. And yet we also find that God uses them and uses them mightily! 
WE are not going to be perfect, and we certainly should never tell others 
that we are perfect…but we should be able to let others see and hear how 
we feel about Jesus and our church. 
 
I mentioned earlier how the negative spreads just as the positive does. 
When we were interviewed at one of our new church appointments we 
were shocked to see and feel the animosity the ones on that board had for 
each other. In fact, it got so bad the chair of the Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee resigned on that day…right as they agreed Anita and I were to 
be their new pastor/family in their church. I also heard of folks going in 
the local restaurants and just getting into heated and negative discussions 
about our church and then I heard how NO ONE could figure out why the 
church was not growing. 
 
We all know we are to share our faith…and we should be able to look at 
our lives and see WHY we should want to share about Jesus. Ask yourself 
these questions…Who is Jesus to me? Am I a better person because I have 
decided to be a follower of his? Do I desire for my children/family/friends 
to be Christians? Do I understand that I am called to be a worker in the 
harvest and that God has called me to do so? 
 
Our Scriptures for today say, 2 Corinthians 5:20 Common English Bible 
20 So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with 
you through us. We beg you as Christ!s representatives, "Be reconciled to 
God!”  
 
Matthew 4:18-20 Common English Bible 
18 As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, 
because they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” he said, "and I!ll 
show you how to fish for people.” 20 Right away, they left their nets and 
followed him.  
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Matthew 28:19-20 Common English Bible 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to obey everything that I!ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be 
with you every day until the end of this present age.” 
 
Ask yourself why you are a follower of Jesus…who shared their faith with 
you or invited you to church? Are you glad they did? Hamilton tells us in 
his book that, “Today it is easier than ever for followers of Jesus to share 
their faith.” “Making a comment online is easy and non-threatening, 
something like,” “I was at church today and the sermon was about 
forgiveness. I really needed to hear this today.” Or, “My kids really love 
their Sunday School class. If you don’t have a church, know that you are 
welcome to join us!” Some of the best witnesses are photos of you serving 
with your/our church in whatever endeavor it is. Use them to tell others 
about the work you do through our congregation to positively impact our 
community. And if we are not doing enough…well you know the answer to 
that as well! 
 
So, here is the challenge this week…Look at your hands. As it relates to 
sharing, your dominant hand represents the witness your/our church has 
together, the light we shine as a congregation within our community. The 
open hand with its five fingers represents your personal practice and a 
goal of SHARING YOUR FAITH WITH FIVE PEOPLE THIS YEAR! Make it be 
FIVE people who don’t attend church. Maybe they are folks who consider 
themselves spiritual but not church attendees or not necessarily religious 
folks. Some of these might be folks in your family…some might simply be 
acquaintances…but pray and seek out five people you can share your faith 
with and invite to church. So…think about it like this…we have about 150 
in attendance when we consider all the forms or worship we do each 
week. 5 x 150 = 750 people we will be inviting to our church to get to 
know Jesus better this year.  
 
One of the simplest way to start sharing your faith is on social media. Post 
pictures of ways that you are serving with others through our church. 
Share comments about your faith, insights you gained while in worship, or 
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a simple invitation for people to join you in worship. As you do this, be 
also aware of the kinds of comments that might repel rather than attract 
non-religious folk to Jesus. A positive, caring, compassionate, and 
thoughtful comment about faith can be a significant witness for Christ. 
And probably making political or judgmental or hypocritical posts…not so 
much!  
 
I don’t need to remind you we are opening a new building…a new 
sanctuary…making a FRESH START in a way of doing ministry here in our 
community. Consider the ministries God would want us to be about or that 
are needed in Monmouth…consider the folks who don’t follow Jesus or 
attend church…let’s see if we can make a positive difference in our 
community, and in our world with the love of Jesus! Amen. 1  
 

 
1 Hamilton, Adam, “The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life.” Abingdon Press. 


