
Memorial Gifts Recognition Sunday 
February 5

th 
has been designated as Memorial Gifts Recognition Sunday where we 

honor loved ones whose memorial monies were used in 2022. Memorials are gifts 

given to our Church in memory of a deceased individual. These gifts “become the 

property of this Church with the use of those funds to be determined by the proper 

representatives of this Church”, (which are the people serving on the Memorial 

Committee*). The funds in these Memorial Dedicated Accounts are meant to be 

utilized to aid our Church’s needs. The family may request that their loved one’s 

memorial fund be designated for a specific use or area of our church’s work. If there 

are no specific requests by the family, requests for use of memorial monies for the 

church must be approved by the Memorial Committee, who does it’s best to 

“consider the area of interest and of Church participation by the individual 

memorialized by that particular Memorial Fund”. Committees within this Church may 

request Memorial monies for needs and uses within our Church and Church 

programs.  

 

These are the purchases made in 2022, totaling $10,568.40, from the following 

memorial dedicated accounts.  

 

Stained Glass Windows - Marie Borth, Judy Boyer, Ron Brown, Marilyn Bruch, Janice 

Bullwinkle, Gladys Caldwell, Sam Followwill, Marilyn Johnson, Marilyn Kruse, Shirley 

Ray, Ilda Snowden, Gloria Walker, and Liz White  

 

Music (piano and organ cleaning & tuning) - John Elliot  

 

Children’s Ministries - Catherine Lodwick 

 

*Current members of the Memorial Committee are Anita Anderson, Joy Boostrom, 

Maxine Cline, Jackie Lemley, Amy Meyers, Mary Jane O’Brian, Lori Oetting, and Laurie 

Todd. 

 

 

Unhanging of the greens is scheduled for Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. 

We would appreciate your help for the morning.  
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Jon’s Jottings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Changing the Baby and the Baby Changes Us!”  
I don’t know if everyone has the same experience when they become a parent for the 

first time, but I have to tell you…I was not prepared! I thought I was…I mean I had 

been around for my niece and nephew when they came into the world…my brother 

seemed prepared…I assumed I was as well! Anita and I had it all planned out…we 

took Lamaze classes, we did pretty well (even though I kept falling asleep while 

helping her count her breathing which was not the most responsible thing to do!) and 

we had all the baby furniture, some clothes for newborns, and we even had cloth 

diapers hand made by her great grandma!  
 

But here is what happened. On Friday night Anita and I went to the hospital to check 

in and see how things were going. The Dr. did some checking and some tests and 

came back and said, “We will have to do a Cesarean so, we will just admit you for 

tonight and then we will do the procedure at 10:00 in the morning.” He also went on 

to say that I would be allowed in the operating room since it was not an emergency C-

section.  

  

So…not what we expected or wanted but like Anita kept saying…the most important 

thing was to have a healthy baby. About 10:00 I went home, went to bed and planned 

to be at the hospital around 8:00 a.m. The problem was God had other plans. 

Somewhere during the night Anita went into labor. And because she is such a nice 

person and didn’t want to bother anyone, she simply started doing the breathing 

exercises she had learned during Lamaze. Fortunately, she had a roommate who had 

four children, so she recognized labor when she heard it and she summoned the 

nurse. The nurse called our Dr. and he decided to do an emergency C-section right 

away. All this time I am at home sound asleep. I woke up, took a shower, got dressed, 

and drove to the hospital getting there around 7ish. As I walked up to the door, I saw 

Anita’s parents running into the hospital along with her sister. I had no idea why…so I 

started jogging as well and as I got to her room she was being wheeled out and they 

said to me, “You can’t go in because it is an emergency, so kiss her, and go to the 

waiting room!” 

  

I was stunned! It turns out Anita had tried to call me, but it must have been while I 

was in the shower, so I never heard the phone ring. Anyway…her family and I sat in 



the waiting room and before too long they came in to tell us Justin had been born, 

Anita was doing fine, and that I could go back and hold him.  
 

So, I sat in a rocking chair, holding our new son and never felt more bewildered in my 

life. I was completely out of my element. I all of a sudden realized I had a child that 

was depending on me…and I didn’t even know how to change his diaper or how to get 

him ready for bed or how to change his diaper! In a heartbeat…my…our…lives had 

been changed! 
 

So, I kind of get it that Joseph and Mary may have felt some anxiety, worry, and even 

fear when they became the parents of the Son of God. Think about it…having a first 

baby is stressful enough and on top of that to be told your child is the son of God and 

that he would change the world. I mean who can get their head around that? So, 

Joseph and Mary sat in an animal stall and placed their newborn in a feeding trough 

and got visited by a group of shepherds. And then were told they needed to hightail it 

out of there because the king wanted to kill their child! And remember we think Mary 

was like 15 at the time!  
 

So, in a very real and down to earth way…they got their world changed by that birth. 

Many of us parents feel that sense of worry, anxiety, and even fear. Becoming a 

parent means learning how to change the child and accepting that the child is going 

to change…you! 
 

And it turns out…the child born to Mary and Joseph on that first Christmas Eve 

certainly needed to have his diapers changed…but even more importantly it was he 

who changed the world for everyone else! Because of him…we have salvation, 

acceptance, forgiveness, and GRACE. In a world that was deep in darkness a new 

light has come that shines forth and overcomes the darkness. That baby, God with 

us, Emmanuel, had to be changed from time to time…but he ultimately changed 

everything else…and for the better!  
 

So, this Christmas season and throughout this time we call Epiphany, may we all 

realize and feel…the amazing grace of God that brought about the change that saves 

us all!  
 

Shalom my friends! 

Jon  

 
 
District Leadership Event 
On Saturday, February 4, we are hosting a district leadership event from 9:00 to 

noon. Volunteers will be needed to help in several areas. More information is 

available in the office or at the Welcome Center.  



Senior News 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed 

by Bible study. We are currently studying the book of Matthew. Bring your Bible and 

join us. All are welcome. 
 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those 

who request them. If you would like to receive them, or to have communion in your 

home, please contact me. (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 
 

Reminder - the technology training that will be made possible by the Larsen Grant will 

take place this year. 
 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the Welcome Center. If you know 

someone for whom one might be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who 

make them. They are always very appreciated by the recipients. 

 

Healing Touch – is non-invasive and effective. (Research has shown that Healing 

Touch facilitates the relaxation response and enhances the healing process). It 

reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and depression, provides support 

during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the effects of trauma 

and chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. 
(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice" ) 

 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-

5682. (Chris and I have had our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 
 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing 

ministry team: 

Chris Moore- 309-337-4162 

Ray Clark - 309-299-5681 

Joyce Clark - 309-299-5682 

 

Greetings from Grace Place, our youth Sunday School 
All our time the past month was spent on practicing for the Christmas program and 

boy did it pay off. The program was wonderful. The youth and young adults of our 

church did an amazing job.  We are so blessed to have these talented young people 

as a part of our Church family. I am blessed because they are always so eager to 

participate, whether it be Scripture reading, singing, acting, playing the piano or the 

boom whackers!!! I thank God every day for our youth and young adults and pray that 

they continue in their eagerness to seek and worship God.  

 

After our program the kids participated in a game called the "Candy Cane Hunt"! Miss 

Melinda hid over 100 candy canes upstairs and believe it or not, they were all found 

and I'm sure at some point eaten!! Then they all went to the Bible Buck Store and 

spent their Bible Bucks that they had earned this past fall. 



 

We pray that all will have a wonderful 2023. May you experience the love and peace 

of God throughout this new year!!! 

 

Blessings 

Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 

 

 

Thank You 
The church staff would like to say thank you to all that contributed towards the church 

love gift. We appreciate you thinking of us during the holiday season. 

 

 

January Birthdays 
If you have a birthday in January and you’re not listed here, please give the church 

office a call. 
 

2 Doug Harper 

7 Bruce Burgland 

8 Susan Ray 

 Jean Wines 

9 Mitch Ray 

10 Kaitlyn Farmer 

 Sarah Farmer 

 Jan Gebauer 

 Jason Bergren 

11 Gary Sells 

12 Cole Ornduff 

14 Richard Ankle 

 Haley Sims 

16 Marilyn Perrin 

18 Gladys Albert 

19 Mike Ray 

21 Meredith Schiffke 

23 Becki Clayton 

24 Garry Lemley 

26 George Bulen 

28 Janice Boyer 

 Shirley Myers 

 Ann Skov 

30 Doug Ray 

31 Bryce Bent 

 

 
 

 

 

Ministry Teams  
Directing Pastor - Rev. Jon Sims  

 

Secretary/Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk 

Treasurer - Melinda Todd 

Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  

Education Director - Chris Moore 

Youth Coordinators - Adam & Michelle Carlson 

Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson 

Music Director – Missy Roberts 

Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

Keyboard - Joy Boostrom 

Bell Choir Director - Candy Duncan 

Praise Team Director – Sue Ray 

Custodian - Doug Ray 

 

  



 


