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Scrip Gift Cards 

Find something for everyone on your Christmas list with gift cards available from 750+ top 
brands.  Every gift card purchased through the scrip program immediately raises funds for our 
church.  Whether you order all year round or just for the holidays, the more orders the 
merrier.  Share the joy with family and friends this holiday season.  See LeAnn in the church 
office or call to order cards by Tuesday, December 6.  A list of participating retailers is attached 
to the email with the caller. 
 
Holiday Service Schedule 

• Bible study led by Pastor Jon Wednesdays, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, & 21 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
in the lounge at the church.  

• Children’s Christmas Program - Sunday, December 18th at 9:30am. 
• Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve at the Church, 4:00 PM – Holy Communion Candle 

Lighting Service.  
 
 
Mike Crawford to Speak 
On December 11th, our District Superintendent, Mike Crawford, will be here to deliver the message 
during our worship service. Mike will be sharing with us a message of “Joy” — the Advent focus for the 
week. After the service, refreshments will be served in the Atrium.  
 

Christmas Love Gift for Staff 
In appreciation for all the staff does, the Staff/Parish Ministry team is asking the congregation to 
consider contributing to a Christmas Love Gift to be divided among the staff.  Donations can be mailed 
to the church office by December 19th.  Please make checks out to the church and mark “Staff Love Gift” 
on the memo line. 
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Jon’s Jottings 
 

Welcome to Advent - 2022!  Or maybe I should say, “Happy 
Advent?”  Or “Merry Advent?”  Though it seems that often 
Advent simply gets overlooked as we hurry through 
Thanksgiving and head on to Christmas.  I know I say this all 
the time…and whatever you do, don’t tell me you have heard 
this before, but in our first appointment, while I was still in 

seminary, I got the big idea along with the senior pastor, to have a Jesse Tree 
INSTEAD of a Christmas Tree during Advent.  The plan was we would have the 
Jesse Tree for the four Sundays in Advent and then put up the Christmas Tree 
for Christmas and the season of Christmas.  Seems logical don’t you think?  I 
mean it is Advent, not Christmas…and the tree is called a Christmas 
Tree…right?  Anyway…we got some wonderful craftswomen to make us some 
ornaments that were suggested for the Jesse Tree which are based on the 
prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the branch that would come 
from the tree (family) of Jesse and each week I would tell a children’s sermon 
based on those ornaments and have the children place them on the tree.   
 
So, to recap…we would NOT have a Christmas Tree till December 20 or 
so…and we would only have a barren tree with no leaves and only some 

ornaments reflecting the Old Testament prophecies…what could possibly be wrong with that?  
WELL…you know the answer to that.  It messed with people’s expectations and history of having a 
beautiful Christmas Tree in our beautiful sanctuary.  And they were not happy about it!  In fact, at the 
very first Ad Board meeting in 1988 the new Board as one of their first acts declared we would NOT do 
that again!  It was decided we could have a small Jesse Tree as long as the historic and beautiful 
Christmas Tree was in its usual place and erected at its usual time.  The senior pastor and I did not argue 
against this at all, we knew when we were in the minority! 
 
I get it.  Christmas is a treasured and time-honored tradition.  Folks have many cherished memories and 
experiences tied up in the Christmas Season.  The church never looks as good as it does during 
Christmas…no matter the other seasons.  Christmas is just fun, great music, great scriptures, great 
family gatherings, great gifts given and received.  In other words,…Christmas is GREAT.   
 
So, as we began our Advent this past Sunday with the amazing Madrigals singing better than I think I’ve 
ever heard them…and we had our first in our new sanctuary baptism for an adorable (handsome) baby 
boy, Joshua Paul DeCrane.  And as we looked upon our beautifully decorated sanctuary and saw the 
ornaments Pat Bates had made from bits of the stained glass from our old sanctuary…and enjoyed the 
wonderful decorations in our atrium and throughout our church…something unexpected happened to 
me, and I think it happened to a few of you as well.  Advent became real and spoke to us! 
 
The scripture that did it for me was Isaiah 2:1-5 particularly these words from verses 3-4…” Many 
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. “For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.4 He shall judge between the nations and shall 
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arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore.”   
 
As I read those words to you, I saw that beautiful baby, Joshua Paul and I started to think of the world he 
will grow up in.  I saw our amazing grandchildren and realized the fear and worry that comes along with 
the world they are experiencing.  I then saw the kind expressions on the faces of two families in our 
midst who do not “hail from these parts.”  Families, I assume, would much rather be in the homes they 
have known for many years in their native lands.  Homes that did not know war till early this year.  And 
while I hope they are finding the most generous and hospitable friends in our community; I am sure they 
wish their homes in Ukraine were still like they were prior to this year.  And we read…” they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks and nations shall not learn war anymore!”   
 
So, here it is then…the true message of Advent.  We are to expect One who will be for us a bringer of 
peace, hope, joy, and love.  We are to EXPECT so much more and to WORK for so much more than we 
seem to settle for.  We should be striving for a time when we won’t learn war anymore and we will find 
far more use for our materials as pruning hooks, plowshares, and instruments of healing rather than 
instruments of destruction.   
 
Shane Claiborne has a movement where he calls upon folks to turn their guns into garden tools.  Here is 
what he has to say on his website, “It’s been said that you can count the number of seeds in an apple, 
but you can’t count the number of apples in a seed. We live in a world of abundant life, where one apple 
can produce hundreds of offspring. But the same may be true of bullets—they do not kill just one 
person. A bullet can destroy an entire family, community, or neighborhood. A bullet can produce many 
more bullets as the spiral of violence escalates, as conflict begets conflict, as wars beget wars, as hatred 
produces more hatred. And any time a person is killed, the person who did the killing can feel something 
in them die as well.” 
 
I realize we might not be in agreement about whether we should turn our guns into garden tools…but I 
hope we can all agree that our nations should learn to turn away from WAR.  And I hope that as we go 
through this season of Advent, we are all praying for a time when nation shall not turn against nation, 
and when we are free to turn our swords into plowshares.   
 
At the end of our Isaiah passage for this first Sunday in Advent it says, “O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord!” 
 
My prayer and hope for Advent 2022 is we all strive to walk together…in the light of the Lord!  Amen. 
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
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Greetings from Grace Place 
 
Our big candy bar winners this month were Cohen Anderson and 
Mikey Fisher.  Congrats to you both! 

Christian Education Sunday was a big success.  The play was amazing, 
and we shared a wonderful hour of worship! 

We are now busy practicing for the Christmas program.  The 
program will be Sunday, December 18, at 9:30.  I hope you can all 
attend.  There will be lots of Christmas music provided by our 

talented youth; piano solos, vocal solos, songs on the boom wackers.... you don't want to miss it! 

We are also studying the season of Advent and what it means to us today.  We are reviewing 
the Christmas story as we do every year.   It's amazing what new details God reveals to us each year. 

Big Announcement........finally.... the BIBLE BUCK STORE will reopen on the 18th of December!  We 
haven't had the store open since before the pandemic.  The kids are really looking forward to it. They 
are remembering to bring their Bibles and answering questions to earn more bucks!!! Now Miss Chris 
must go shopping and fill up the store!!!!!! 

Blessings to all from Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
 
 
 
Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30- followed by Bible Study.  We 
are currently studying the book of Matthew.  You are invited to bring your Bible and join us.  The study is 
from 10-11. 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller continue to be available to those who 
request them.  If you would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact 
me. (Joyce Clark @ 309-299-5682). 

Once again there is an opportunity to get together for food and fellowship.  It will be on December 8th 
at 6PM at the Maple City Restaurant. The sign-up sheet is on the welcome table. 

Prayer shawls are still available.  Currently they are in a storage container behind the screen in the 
lounge.  (This is a temporary location until after Christmas).  If you know someone for whom one might 
be a comfort, please take one.  Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by 
the recipients. 
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Healing Touch 
is non-invasive and effective.  It reduces pain, anxiety and the effects of trauma. It also relieves stress 
and depression, enhances recovery from surgery and provides support during chemotherapy. 

Healing touch is available to all and there is no charge.  If you would like to schedule a healing touch 
session, you may call Joyce Clark at 309-299-5682 or Chris Moore at 309-337-4162. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you or for you, call anyone on the prayer ministry team. 

 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 
Ray Clark 309-299-5681 
Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VANCO 
 
Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to be wise stewards of those gifts. One simple 
way to carry out our call is to support the church’s mission through sacrificial giving. Our eGiving 
options make it easy. eGiving allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your 
complete online giving history all at your own convenience. 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at www.comejourneywithus.com 
2. Click the Giving button selection toward the top of the home page. 
3. Click the “Make a Donation” button, then 

• Follow the onscreen instructions to create a secure online profile and to schedule your 
recurring contributions. 

• You can make your regular donation and you can also make special donations.  Just select 
the fund(s) you wish to give to. 

• This is a great way to give consistently, support our church and to support the Capital 
Campaign. 

Please contact the church office at 309-734-9437 with questions. 
Many thanks for your generosity to our community and various ministries! 
 
Birdies for Charity 2022 checks have arrived!!! 
 
The $9185 donated by 35 of our congregation has been returned to us.  These donations generated a 
7% Bonus of $642.95, totaling $9827.95.  All this money will go to our church’s General Fund.  Our 
church has received a total of $31,422.61 through the Birdies for Charity fundraiser since 2017.  This has 
proven to be a successful fundraiser for us!!”  Thank you to those who donated to help pay for our 
churches “never-ending” needs.  Laurie Todd (BFC Contact Person)” 
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Choral Dynamics Presents 
 
A Spirit for Christmas, directed by Alisa Ramer. At the Orpheum December 2nd & 3rd – 7:00 pm 
December 4th – 2:00 pm. To benefit the National Stearman Fly-In. 
 
 

Ukrainian families 
 
Thank you, FUMC Church Family, for the tremendous support you have given our Ukrainian families. 
Stepan and Olesia have now been in the U.S. for four months. They love Monmouth and have settled in 
nicely. Their greatest current need is for employment. Contact Teresa for more info on their skills and 
past experience.  
Encouraging cards and notes can be sent to:  

Olesia Chychahova and Stepan Skrypnychenko 
110 N 3rd St Apt. INE #4 
Monmouth IL 61462 

Our second family, the Buds, arrived two weeks ago and hit the ground running. Iryna (Ira) speaks 
incredible English and has been busy filling out required government forms. Her husband is enjoying his 
ESL classes four days a week! Their three children (Zach, Mark, and Milena) found a warm, loving 
welcome at ICS last week.  

Iryna and Vitaliik Bud 
112 South B St. 
Monmouth IL 61462 

Both families truly appreciate the outpouring of love and support from our community. If you feel led to 
contribute to the fund that is allowing us to help them in these early months, you may give an offering 
to our church with UKRAINE in the memo line. And of course, prayers are greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Teresa Prien at 309 734-5907 or tandtprien@gmail.com concerning in-kind donations, 
possible job opportunities for our new friends, or for further information regarding this project. (Oh, do 
you happen to know anyone who has a reliable used car to donate?) 
 
 

Thank you to our church family for your recent donations.  The total received for Blanket Sunday last 
month was $617.00 from the United Methodist Women and our Church collection. (Thank you to our 
kids for holding the blanket for collections!)  That money was sent to Church Women United. 

Thank you for your donations to World Thank Offering. Those donations are still coming in. We continue 
to be a mission-minded church! 
Thank you!  Karen Robinson 
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Friday, December 2 – Christmas on the Square 
We are welcoming guests to our Atrium and Sanctuary during Christmas on the Square. We will serve 
hot chocolate in the Atrium while providing music in the Sanctuary. Greeters are needed to help 
welcome our guests and serve hot chocolate. Call the church office if you would like to help.  

 

December Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in December and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

1 Craig Armstrong 18 Melissa Oaks 

 Janine Todd  Daniel Edwards 
2 Keegan Smith 19 Donna Smith 
 Griffin Ferguson  Pam Stinemates 

 Eric Nicol 20 Lisa Ankle 
3 Anita Anderson  Arley McGill 

 Laine Ferguson 21 Landon Andrews 

6 Dee Armstrong  Dereck Lemley 

7 Sarah Clayton  Lyla Moore 
8 Missy Roberts 22 Bernie Troutwine 

10 Lillian Edwards 23 Julie Brodrick 

11 Larry Ryner 24 J. R. Andrews 
15 Larry Myers 28 Anita Sims 

16 Jordan Lemley 29 Dave Flaar 

 Jim O’Brien 30 Carolyn Thomas 

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  Missy Roberts – Music Director 
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