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Scrip Gift Cards 

Find something for everyone on your Christmas list with gift cards available from 750+ top 
brands.  Every gift card purchased through the scrip program immediately raises funds for our 
church.  Whether you order all year round or just for the holidays, the more orders the 
merrier.  Share the joy with family and friends this holiday season.  See LeAnn in the church 
office or call to order cards by Tuesday, December 6.  
 
 
NOISY OFFERING 

Noisy Offering of Coins - Sunday, November 20th Proceeds go to Jamieson Center and Helping 
Hands  
 
 
Christmas Love Gift for Staff 
In appreciation for all the staff does, the Staff/Parish Ministry team is asking the congregation to 
consider contributing to a Christmas Love Gift to be divided among the staff.  Donations can be 
dropped off in the church office or placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings through 
December 18th.  Please make checks out to the church and mark “Staff Love Gift” on the memo 
line. 
 
 
Time Change 
Don’t forget to move your clocks back an hour on Saturday night, November 5 for daylight 
savings time. 
 
 

 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 
“Feels Like Home!” 

WELL, it finally HAPPENED!  We had our first worship service in our 
new sanctuary on October 16, 2022!  That day we had nearly 150 
people in worship with very short notice and while we did not have 
everything up and running, yet, it was an amazing morning!  In fact, 
and I can only speak for me…it felt like coming home!  When I walked 
into our sanctuary for the first time knowing we actually were having 
worship in there…I felt…AT HOME!   
 
If you know me, you know I am prone to feeling a fair amount of 
anxiety and/or nervousness especially in new or larger surroundings!  
And yet that morning…I felt relaxed and at peace.  I loved being in 
there and the feelings I was picking up on from others who were there 
as well.  We had worship in our new sanctuary!  On that day, the music 
was wonderful, the scriptures were perfect, the temperature was fine, 
the seats comfortable, and there were smiles on just about everyone’s 
face!   

 
I don’t know about your family, but when I was a boy, our family always traveled to Aunt Grace and Uncle Frank’s 
for our Thanksgiving Dinner.  So, we got in the car, traveled to Paris, IL and went into their home which was filled 
with a lot of people.  I loved my Aunt Grace and Uncle Frank, I loved my cousins, I loved my Grandma, I loved my 
family and going there at any time and especially on Thanksgiving was a true “Homecoming,” experience.  Then 
when I started college and even for the first year or so after Anita and I were married it was great to get together 
for Thanksgiving…and no matter where we were gathering that place felt like home.  It turns out it was not just 
the physical place it was even more important that the people, our family, were there.   
 
I LOVE feeling right at home and I bet you do as well!  I’m not a believer in horoscopes but somewhere along the 
way I read that for folks born in my astrological sign home is very important.  My assumption is that is true for just 
about EVERY person no matter when their birthday is.  There is just something about…HOME! 
 
So, on the 16th. we gathered, we sang, we prayed, we read scripture, we told jokes (ok I told jokes but dog-gone-
it they were funny!), we sat through a sermon, and we received an offering!  We had been doing all that together 
for quite a while at both the funeral home and in our sanctuary but there was a difference being in our new 
sanctuary.  And I really enjoyed and appreciated the feeling.   
 
So, for all the ones who have sacrificed their time, their money and their gifts of service to help make this come 
about I thank you.  For all the workers who showed up and did their best to not just complete a job but to actually 
build a place to worship God I appreciate you.  And to our God who became a human named Jesus…we are awed 
at what all you have done and continue to do. 
 
If you have not yet been to our new worship place and space, please take the time to come and worship, 9:30 
a.m. Sundays.  Bring a friend or a guest…find a comfortable seat, worship our God…and Feel at HOME.  After all 
this is the House, the HOME of God and it is our HOME as well.   
 
So…please…Come Home and Journey With US! 
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
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Greetings from Grace Place 
 
We are so excited to announce that we have started a new 
Preschool Sunday School class.  So far, we have Garrison Todd, 
Solomon Raymond, Logan Moore, and Mason Ewing 
attending.  If you know of any 3- or 4-year-old children who are 
looking for a Sunday School, please contact me and I will 
contact the family.  We are going to watch this class grow! 
 

Their first Bible lesson was on Creation.  They learned that God created everything in 6 days and 
He rested on the 7th!  They used creation blocks to put the days in order! We had a great snack 
of apples, grapes, and goldfish!  Miss Melinda will be teaching more on creation in the next 
couple of weeks. We can't wait for the elevator to be completed so you all can come upstairs 
and visit all of our youth! 

Our older students have been studying the Miracles of Jesus!  His first miracle was turning water 
into wine at the wedding.  We played a relay game with packing peanuts and large vases to see 
which team could fill their containers first!  The instructions actually suggested that we use 
water, but I thought better of that. 

The second miracle we studied was the Great Catch.  We learned that we can accomplish a lot 
more in life when we include God in all that we do! "I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST 
WHO STRENGTHENS ME" Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) 

Our third miracle of Jesus that we studied was the healing of the paralytic.  Everyone knows this 
story.  The paralytic's friends knew that if they could just get their friend to Jesus, he would be 
healed!  The room was so crowded that they took him to the roof and lowered him down before 
Jesus!  Now that is perseverance.    Miss Mandy demonstrated through an experiment with 
baking soda and vinegar that the right kind of kindness is important.  It must match what the 
person's needs are!  If we see someone standing outside freezing without a coat, we don't say, 
“we will pray for you to be warm” NO!  We give them a coat!! Our next miracle for study will be 
Jesus Feeding the Five Thousand! 

Our Big Candy Bar winner this month was Lexi Andrews!  Congratulations to Lexi!!! 

HAPPY PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY TO JON AND ANITA!  I hope you know how thankful we are 
to have you both as our Pastors!  We love you! 
 
Blessings to all from Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
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Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible 
study.  We are just beginning to study the book of Matthew.  Bring your Bible and join us. All are 
welcome. 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request 
them.  If you would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact 
me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 

Reminder - the technology training that will be made possible by the Larsen Grant will take place when 
the church facility is ready.  

Save the date...December 8th there will be another opportunity for fellowship and a meal together.  It 
will be at 6 PM at the Maple City Restaurant. 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might 
be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by 
the recipients. 
 
Healing Touch 
Healing touch is non-invasive and effective.  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and 
depression, provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the 
effects of trauma and chronic pain, and enhances recovery from surgery. 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  
(Chris and I have had our vaccines). There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team. 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 
Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 
Ray Clark 309-299-5681 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6 

Our church will celebrate All Saints Sunday on Nov. 6 during worship service. During the service, we will 
recognize our members or regular attendees who died after Nov. 1, 2021, with an individual rose. 

 Those Remembered  Date of Death 
Raymond Hull   November 9, 2021 
Forrest Easum   November 26, 2021 
Mark Clegg   January 7, 2022 
Joyce Barnett   March 28, 2022 
Bob Frey   October 1, 2022 
Helen Young Glenn  October 23, 2022 
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In addition, if you would like to recognize a family member (near or far) who passed away last year, 
these names will be included in the bulletin only.  Please contact LeAnn in the church office by Thursday, 
November 3 with those names. 
 
Give Area Families a CHANCE TO CELEBRATE 
350+ children receive gifts each year selected by their caregivers from the Jamieson Center 
Community Christmas Store and/or the Angel Tree. 

135+ families receive a Christmas meal.  

Donate Cash – When you give us money, we buy clothing for each child, assuring we have the 
correct sizes. We also buy food for the Christmas Baskets. 

Go Shopping – Purchase socks, underwear, gloves, blankets, and toys for the Christmas Store.  
All items must be new and in original packaging. In-kind donations are accepted during the first 
full week of December.  

Buy a gift for an angel – Visit Midwest Bank and sign up to purchase items from the Angel Tree. 

 

Giving Opportunity 
As the Christmas season is approaching, we invite you to take part in two annual local mission 
giving opportunities. Let’s fill up the book basket that is in the atrium with new books for ages 0-
10.  The Charlie Brown tree is in the atrium for decorations of NEW coats, mittens, hats, or 
blankets. All items collected will be delivered to Jamieson Center on December 2 for distribution 
in their Christmas baskets.  Thank you for your donation for these projects. 

 

Helping Hands Food Pantry 

Is a free food pantry working to eliminate food insecurity in Warren County. It is in Roseville, at 
the Community Center. With rising prices for food and gas, Helping Hands is seeing many people 
coming to get food lately. So, to serve that need, they need volunteers! Would you like to help? 
Volunteers walk with the clients through the pantry, helping them to choose food. If you wanted 
to volunteer, you would be trained before you began. Volunteers work a three-hour shift of 
their choice once or twice a month either Monday morning or Thursday afternoon. If you would 
like to volunteer, contact Cyndy Hunter 217-622-4815 for more information.  

The Board of Helping Hands. 
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Call Em All and Text Em All 
We are updating our Call Em All and Text Em All records for 2023. If you wish to be added to the 
list, taken off, or update your phone number please stop by the Welcome Center and let the 
volunteer know. Pastor Jon uses this system to let our members know of changes in schedules, 
upcoming meetings, and prayer requests. To sign up, LeAnn will need your name and phone 
number. You can specify if you want to receive messages by voice mail or text. 
IT'S OFFICIAL!!! 
We will be celebrating Christian Education Sunday on November 13!!!!  The youth will finally get 
to perform their play, "The Heavenly Express", by Sharon Kay Chatwell! The youth will be taking 
part in the entire Sunday Service, so you do not want to miss it! 
 
 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE GOD AND OUR CHURCH 
We are asking for volunteers to serve in the nursery from 9:30-11:30 each Sunday.  If there are 
no children in the nursery that day, you are free to go to worship. 
 
Our Practice Services 
On Sunday, October 9, we had reached capacity in the Chapel. The next Sunday, October 16, 
Youth Sunday School was moving to their new time of 10:30 so the children and youth would 
now be able to attend the worship service and the Sanctuary Choir had planned to sing. We 
were not sure everyone would fit in the Chapel on October 16. 

Administrative Council had their monthly meeting on October 10 and discussion was held on 
moving into the new Sanctuary, even though the rest of the building was not finished. Only two 
of the entrances were handicap accessible, the elevator was not operational, and a lot of 
cleaning needed to be done. If we wanted to worship in the new Sanctuary, the organ needed 
to be moved from the Chapel to the Sanctuary and Music Makers would need to work on the 
audio/visual to have microphones for Sunday.  

The Administrative Council made the decision to move into the new Sanctuary and everything 
was put into motion. The organ was moved on Tuesday, Music Makers were available on 
Thursday and a crew of volunteers came in to help clean. 

While this was not how we imagined moving into the Sanctuary, it was our only option for being 
able to have everyone attend worship in person. In the next few weeks, we will be working on 
bringing the keyboard into the Sanctuary and finishing the audio/visual. 

Several subcontractors still need to finish their work The south entrance and elevator needs to 
be finished to have that entrance handicap assessable. The kitchen, Youth Room and Resource 
Room also need to be finished. 
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We are still planning on having a consecration service, ribbon cutting ceremony and open house 
and will notify you when those dates are confirmed. 
 

Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle 
The Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle is busy preparing to help another Ukrainian family resettle 
in our community. The Bud family, who is still in Rivne, Ukraine, will arrive on November 12. 
Vitalli, Iryna, and their children (a 12-year-old boy, and 9-year-old boy and girl twins) will live in 
the Lutheran parsonage apartment the first few months they are here. 

Thank you for the kind support you've already given. We would welcome additional financial 
and in-kind contributions in support of both families. You can send checks to Immaculate 
Conception Church, 200 W Broadway, Monmouth IL 61462 with “refugees” in the memo line, or 
to FUMC of Monmouth with the same memo designation. Please contact Pam Van Kirk (309-
337-3923 or pamela.vankirk@gmail.com) or Teresa Prien (309-734-5907 
or tandtprien@gmail.com) about in-kind contributions.  

I would be glad to tell you about how well Stepan and Olesya are doing and how much they love 
Monmouth, or to answer any questions you might have about this project. Please pray for the 
safety of the Bud family, and for all the people of Ukraine.    Thank you.  Teresa Prien 
 

Anita and I wish to thank you each of you, our church family, for making this Pastor Appreciation so 
special this year. Your prayers, cards, positive thoughts, gifts and money are all so very humbling!  We 
are absolutely and truly blessed by God to be here living and doing ministry with you all!   
 
Thank you and God Bless you all! 
Jon and Anita Sims 
 

Thank you to our church family they were a blessing. Elene Frey, Neal, Karen & Keith, David & Ying, Lisa 
& Richard. 
 
 

Mark your calendar 
Christian Education Sunday is November 13. 
 
The Monmouth-Roseville Madrigals will take part in our worship service on November 27. 

Christmas on the Square is Friday, December 2. Bell Choir will be participating. 

 

We collected $587.00 for blanket Sunday.  United Methodist Women thank you! 
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November Birthdays 

 

If you have a birthday in November and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

1 Karter Kelly 17 Stephanie Sims 

 John Chandler  Dustin Lemley 

2 Henrik Bergren 18 Paula Spence 
 Chrissy Marlin 19 Mollie Clark 

3 Tyler Sells 20 Robert Rehn 

4 Doris Dice  Gene Stavenhagen 

 Kathy Yocum 22 Jimmy Halcomb 

7 Karen Robinson  Mary Jane O’Brien 

8 Ken St. George  Jane Watkins 

11 Drew Carlson 23 Anita Sells 

14 Tammy Halcomb 24  Loick Ngeumbou 
15 Cody Lemley 25 Lynn McVey 

 Claire Oetting 28 Jessica Way 

 John Brooks   Don Willhardt 

  29 Donna Martin 

 

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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