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Scrip Program 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
anniversaries, birthdays, or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds. Cards on hand right now in the church office are Walmart, Target, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Subway, Starbucks, Steak n Shake, Dairy Queen, and Happy Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake 
Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wings & Sephora). Many other 
cards are available online. 
 
All Saints Sunday 
 
Our church will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 6 during worship service.  During the service we will 
recognize our members or regular attendees who died after November 1, 2021, with an individual rose.  In 
addition, if you would like to recognize a family member (near or far) who passed away last year, these names will 
be included in the bulletin only.  Please contact LeAnn in the church office by Tuesday, November 2 with those 
names.  

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Pastor Jon and 
Joyce Clark for being our spiritual leaders and express our 
appreciation for the important roles they have within our 
congregation.   

To Pastor Jon: Your messages are full of insight, truth, and 
humor! We are moved by the word you spread and the lives 
you touch.  Aside from being our pastor, you are a counselor, 
advocate, teacher, and friend. Thanks for always going above 
and beyond your pastoral duty to fulfill every one of these roles.  
For your patience, love & sacrifice; you are so appreciated! 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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We will be hosting a reception for Pastor Jon and Anita on Sunday, October 23rd, immediately following the 
church service, in the Atrium.  There will be coffee & cookies.  Please join us in celebrating our Pastor! 
~Staff, Pastor, Parish Relations Committee 

 

Jon’s Jottings 

“Planting Love” 
 

 I love plants!  But it turns out I’m not a person plants love in 
return…well maybe it is because I don’t treat them well.  I have 
killed or almost killed several plants over the years.  It’s so bad 
that I actually killed, or assisted the demise, of some hostas 
that were planted in our front yard.  I still remember some 
parting words from some loving parishioners, “These will grow 
no matter what!”  They were dead in about 3 years.   
 
On February 18, 2007, my brother Jerry passed away after a 
battle with Myelodysplastic Syndrome.  As we planned Jerry’s 

funeral one of the stops we made was in our local Florist Shop, which is owned and 
operated by a classmate of Anita’s.  So, in the process of selecting flowers for Jerry’s service Anita and I selected a 
plant that we wanted to give to our sister-in-law Betty for her to keep.  After the service was over, Betty gave us 
back that plant and said she would love for us to keep it to remember Jerry.  So, we returned home with the 
plant, and I went about trying to keep it healthy.   
 
For a few years everything went great.  The plant never really took off, but it always stayed alive.  I made mistakes 
with it as well…once I decided the plant would love life on our deck.  That was a huge mistake as it nearly died 
from that experience!  Our dog Buster had somewhat of a love/hate relationship with the plant as well…you can 
imagine what he tried to do when we had it on the floor.   
 
But in spite of our best efforts, it became obvious the plant was not faring well.  Google was a bit of help but 
there were just too many suggestions all over the spectrum and we just weren’t sure to which ones we should 
listen.  Finally, it occurred to me to ask a plant whisperer what she thought.  Ok, she does not call herself a plant 
whisperer, but she is amazing with taking care of plants.  This person is Chris, “Miss Chris”, Moore.  So, I finally 
asked her, and she told me to bring it to her.  I finally got around to doing that and I took her basically a bare root, 
with a couple of leaves and stems sticking out of it.  This plant had been a thriving, beautiful plant with lots of 
leaves and it was in a pot that was to my way of thinking a very large one.  Chris took one look at it and said, “I 
can’t promise you anything…this one is pretty far gone…but I’ll do my best!” 
 
And so, we left it with her.  During the time she has had our plant she has kept us informed with how it was doing.  
At first it was touch and go…but then the news started getting more hopeful.  And then last Friday she and Jeff 
brought the plant back to our house to live.  It is magnificent!  It’s in a new pot, it has a support fence around it, 
and it’s almost as tall as it ever was!  The leaves are green and healthy and the plant, if this is possible, seems very 
happy.   
 
I am quite nervous though!  I’m worried that I won’t be able to keep this plant that is a living reminder of the 
wonderful brother Jerry was, alive and healthy.  Miss Chris took what appeared all but dead and nursed and loved 
it back to health!  Now, my goal is to keep loving it as she did so it will continue to live and grow for a long time to 
come.   
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You who are plant people know this, but it turns out each species of plant has its own requirements for things like 
water, sun, and temperature.  Chris told us what she has done for this plant and we hope to emulate her process 
as closely as we can!   
 
Any of us who know Chris know her to be a caring person who has shown and given love to many people 
throughout her lifetime.  And in the past few years she has been our “Miss Chris” to our children and young 
people and they all absolutely love and adore her!  So, in essence she has been planting love for quite some time 
and in many ways!  Now, she has planted love in yet one more way for each time Anita and I look at my brother, 
Jerry’s plant, not only will we be reminded of Jerry and his life, we will also be reminded of Chris and her life and 
love as well. 
 
So perhaps as a church…one thing we need to be about…is thinking of ways we can plant love in this wonderful 
community of ours! 
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
 

 
Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Henrik Bergren won the big candy bar drawing this month!  Congrats to 
Henrik....and he shared his candy bar with everyone at Sunday School that 
day!!!! 

We are continuing our study of Moses. We learned that Pharoah was given 
many chances to release the Israelites....ten to be exact.  Every time a 
plague was placed upon the Egyptians, Pharoah said he would let God's 
people go, but then he always changed his mind until the tenth 
plague...when the angel of death killed all the first born in Egypt.  Of course, 

God had a plan to save His people so the Israelites put the blood of a lamb over their door post so the angel of 
death would pass over. This last plague convinced the Egyptian leader that God meant business.  So, he let God's 
people go....and then changed his mind yet again and started to pursue them.  But God gave Moses the power to 
part the Red Sea which allowed His people to pass through in safety.  The Egyptian army was not that 
lucky.  Moses stretched out his hands when the Egyptians were ready to cross and they were all destroyed. We 
did a little experiment with water, red food coloring, and alcohol to demonstrate how the Red Sea was parted. 

After about 3 months since the Israelites left Egypt, Moses was summoned by God to ascend Mt Sinai and there 
He gave Moses the Ten Commandments.  The Commandments are found in two books of the Bible. Do you know 
where to find them? We played a game in which all the children were given 9 of the commandments.  They had 
to figure out which one they were missing and go find it in the sanctuary.  Of course, their reward was a piece of 
candy! 

Next, we learned how God's people started grumbling and complaining when they were in the desert.  It took 
them 40 years to make an 11-day trip!  Because of their complaining, no one over the age of 20 made it into the 
Promised Land except for Joshua and Caleb.  May we learn a great lesson about being thankful, praising God, and 
not allowing ourselves to grumble and complain. 

We would all like to say thank you to Miss Jackie for blessing us with amazing gifts this month.  

We continue to practice for our play.  We are getting very excited to share it with you! 

Blessings- 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
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UMW 
 
GIVE TO WORLD THANK OFFERING 

   Annually for over 150 years the United Methodist Women have give to the World Thank Offering through 
United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations. The World Thank Offering is an opportunity that we 
would like to share with you, an opportunity to give to mission. You do not have to be a UMW member to give. 
When we share our monetary gifts and they are combined with the many gifts of others, our contributions make 
possible the support of national and international work to meet the physical and social needs of women, children, 
and youth locally and around the world, for the glory of God! Together we can begin to transform the world. 

   If you would like to contribute, you can leave it in the church office or give it directly to our UMW Treasurer 
Karen Robinson anytime now through the beginning of November.  THANK YOU for your generosity!  

 

BLANKET THE WORLD WITH LOVE 

   In Hebrews 13:16, "And don't forget to do good and share with those in need."  

   Annually our local, Church Women Women United, of Church World Service, host a special Blanket Sunday. On 
Sunday, October 23rd, we will have our church's Blanket Sunday. Each blanket costs $10. By giving, your gift, in 
any amount, will combine with others, and enable someone to see and feel God's love in their lives. 

    Previously, we all know how challenging our lives have been. CWU stepped up and provided over 101 thousand 
CWS Blankets and kits to families impacted by the pandemic, hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding, and other crises, 
including homelessness and poverty. TOGETHER we can provide hope and show God's love "to the least of 
these."  

   When you give your donation, just mark it for the special offering for Blanket Sunday. Hopefully our church 
children will help in this collection that day. YOU are a blessing to many in need! THANK YOU! 

 
 
Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible study.  We will 
soon be choosing a new study.  Bring your Bible and plan to join us for growth and fellowship. All are welcome. 
 
Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request them.  If you 
would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 
 
Senior Dream Team will meet on Thursday, October 6th in the chapel at 4PM.  Be watching for information 
regarding new opportunities and events. 
 
Reminder - the technology training that will be made possible by the Larsen Grant will take place when we are in 
our new building. 
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There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a 
comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the 
recipients.  Thanks to Joy Boostrom who crocheted pumpkin coaster for those who receive sermon deliveries.  
 
Your suggestions for senior ministries are always welcome.  (Joyce @ 309-299-5682) 
 
Healing Touch 
Healing Touch - is: non-invasive and effective. (Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation 
response and enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and depression, 
provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the effects of trauma and 
chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. 
(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice") 
 
If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 
 
If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 
 
Chris Moore 309-337-4162 
Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 
Ray Clark 309-299-5681 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Monmouth First UMC Building Update 
Anytime there is a project of any significance it always comes down to the final details.  The last month of work on 
the building has been all about the details.  The contractor has had only a few people on site working through 
touch up painting.  They also completed replacing stair tread covers from the basement to the second floor, also 
floor trim along the stairs.  Those working at the project have also worked to clean up left over materials, boxes 
and other containers no longer needed.  To resolve an issue with one of the entry heating units the contractor 
had to reframe a portion of the wall in the south entry to accommodate the furnace unit.   

The utility infrastructure is getting close to being complete.  Remaining work needs to be done on the fire alarm 
panel and fire and smoke detectors, replacing defective items with new once they arrive.  Once those repairs are 
made it will allow the work in the elevator to be completed.  Once that work is completed then it can be 
inspected.  This would be the final step in allowing for the elevator to be used.  Once all the infrastructure is 
inspected and final approval given then there will be training to make sure the units and controls can be used 
properly.  The contractor has promised to begin working on installation of the kitchen cabinets once the proper 
personnel is available.  It is hoped that much of this work will be completed in the near future. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project.      
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To	all	women	of	IGRC,	

You are invited to join us to hear Alice Staley, a Program Advisory Member of United Women of Faith (formerly 
UMW), she will be speaking at First United Methodist Church 120 N. Kellogg St., in Galesburg, IL on October 10 at 
2:30 PM. 

Ms. Staley will talk about the changes, re-branding and core values of United Women of Faith, stating, “What we 
do, we can do better,” the United Women of Faith is open to all women, and is still involved in mission to women 
and children. 

 

Know, Grow and Show the Love of Jesus 

This phrase is at the top of our bulletin each week. Did you know that it is from our mission statement? The 
mission of the Monmouth First United Methodist Church is “We are on a journey to know, grow and show the 
love of Jesus”. This mission statement along with our vision statement, core values and slogan were adopted 
several years ago during the MAPP study. 

As we are waiting for our building to be completed, we can work towards implementing our mission and vision. 
We can all become familiar with these statements and set goals to work towards our mission. How will you grow 
and what can you do to show the love of Jesus? 

The Mission of the Monmouth First United Methodist Church 

We are on a journey to know, grow and show the love of Jesus. 

Our Vision 

To make a home built on Christ’s love and understanding through: 

• Knowing by learning the teaching of Jesus 
• Growing by embracing God’s mission 
• Showing by serving as we journey together 

 
Our Core Values 

• Passionately growing in our relationship with God 
• Serving with and nurturing all people 
• Providing facilities for God’s missions 
• Providing diverse, vibrant and meaningful music and worship 
• Fellowship 

 

Our Slogan 

Come home! Journey with us! 
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Worship Opportunities 

We would love to have you join us in person on Sunday morning at 9:30 for worship but we know that is not 
always possible. Some Sundays you may not feel well, or you may be out of town. You have several opportunities 
to worship with us. 

You can join us on our Facebook page and participate in our live service. If 9:30 (central) doesn’t work in your 
schedule one Sunday, you can watch the service on our Facebook page any time after the service has ended. 

https://www.facebook.com/First-United-Methodist-Church-Monmouth-IL-95730328359 

Don’t like Facebook? You can still watch the complete worship service on our website after the service has ended. 
The worship service and printed sermon are posted on our website every Sunday. 

http://www.comejourneywithus.com/sermons/worship-services 

 

Remember the Caller and weekly announcements are also posted on our website. 

http://www.comejourneywithus.com/events/newsletter 

You also have the opportunity to listen to worship on the radio on Sunday morning. Pastor Jon records a service 
that is broadcast on WRAM, 1330 AM at about 10:30. The service may start a little early or may be delayed 
depending on the radio station’s schedule. 

 

Please let us know if you have questions or suggestion about our services. We would love to hear from you. 
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October Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in October and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

 

 

5 Hannah Clark 21 Paulette Harper 

6 Linda Dean  Vicki Thornton 
8 Chuck Bennett 22 Tyler Carlson 
9 Andrew Ray  McKenzie Young 
10 Julie Richardson 23 J.C. Sells 
 Bill Robinson  Caleb Bennett 
12 Alexa Andrews 25 Will Ornduff 

 Joyce Clark  Destiny Mouandza 

 Richard Uddin 26 Ali Bennett 

13 Steve Smith 28 Addison Anderson 

14 Cathy Daily  Megan Morris 

15 Matt Genisio 29 Kyler Bennett 

16 Pat Davis  Helen Young Glenn 
18 Parker Davies 30 Hannah Clayton 
19 Patty Johnson 31 Bob Frey 
 Michelle Carlson   
20 Craig Sheagren   

    

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  

   

 



October 2022 

 


