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Scrip Program 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
anniversaries, birthdays, or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds. Cards on hand right now in the church office are Walmart, Target, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Subway, Starbucks, Steak n Shake, Dairy Queen, and Happy Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake 
Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wings & Sephora). Many other 
cards are available online. 
 
 
Youth Group 
 
If you are entering the 6th grade you are invited to be a part of all youth group activities. We generally meet on 
Sundays from 6:00 pm-7:30 pm at the church, however we try to have one event monthly that that may lead to a 
different time and/or location (always communicated by the youth group coordinators). A typical evening consists 
of worship music, a devotion, food, and fun!  Youth group resumes at the church Sunday, September 11. 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

The Altar Committee would like help in providing flowers for the Altar.  You can bring flowers from your yard or an 
arrangement you might have in your home. The flowers do not have to be real.  The arrangement can be left in 
the Chapel kitchen. There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Table.  Thanks for your help! 

 
 
 
 
 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 

“Crack Pots” 
 

 In December 2021, a jury in Chicago found actor Jussie Smollett, 
a one-time star in the TV hip-hop drama Empire, guilty of five of 
six felony disorderly conduct charges in connection with an 
incident the previous year. Smollett claimed at the time that two 
masked men assaulted him, put a noose around his neck and 
doused him with chemicals. 
 

After investigating his claim, however, police concluded that Smollett paid two men $3,500 to carry out the 
scheme, which the actor characterized as a hate crime against himself. Prosecutors said that the 39-year-old 
actor orchestrated the attack as a hoax to raise his show-business profile. 
 
Smollett was sentenced March 10, 2022, to 150 days in county jail. The revelation that the incident was a 
setup of his own doing dealt a severe and possibly fatal blow to Smollett’s career — just the opposite of what 
he apparently was hoping to achieve by the faked attack. After he was arrested, Smollett lost his role as a 
singer-songwriter in the final season of Empire. And during the trial, he admitted in court: “I’ve lost my 
livelihood.” 
 
I am not wanting to cast stones at Jussie…actually I have no real idea of his talent or his background or what 
possibly caused him to make these decisions.  The point that occurs to me is that sometimes we all decide to 
go a way God would not desire for us to go.  In Jeremiah, it says it like this, “My people have changed their 
glory for something that does not profit” (v. 11). And in even sharper detail, God said, “my people … have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold 
no water” (v. 13). 
 
So, I suppose the question for us all…and for our church is: Are we drinking from the fountain of living 
water…or are we preferring to try and get our supply of water from a cracked cistern? 
 
When I was a boy, we had a cistern in our back yard.  We did not utilize it at all.  In fact, it was more of a 
nuisance than it was a useful item.  The problem was it was no longer holding any water…and even if it did 
there was no real way of getting the water out of it and then using it.  So, we had a completely useless 
cistern!  And then on top of it being useless…ours was dangerous.  It was located right in my basketball court 
and the cover to it was always getting moved and dislodged by the ball if we dribbled across it.  Dad was very 
concerned that sometimes it would come completely loose and then it would be a hole we could fall into.   
 
Dad and I tried to get it fixed a couple of different ways…to no avail.  Finally, we had a neighbor who was a 
welder come over and weld the cover shut…when we moved it was still holding tight. 
 
This passage shows us that there is danger is ever present for anyone who leaves the Lord and the Lord’s 
ways for something that may seem wonderful and safe but find out later it is not that way at all.  We are to 
recognize that God is the source of life and well-being. Smollett, by his hoax, did something similar and 
exchanged his rising-star career for exile from the work he loved.  He found some cracked cisterns in other 
words! 
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So…for us, the issue is always are we looking to the source of true life-giving and living water?  Or are we 
thinking we can look our own way and try to drink from our cracked cisterns that not only aren’t safe…but 
won’t even hold water?   
 
May we all as a church and as individuals look to drink only from the true source of our life-giving 
water…Jesus Christ.   
 
Shalom, 

Jon 
 

 
Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Our BIG candy bar winner this month was Josie Clark....Congrats to Josie! 

We finished up our study on the parables and we are moving on to Moses. 
We learned that God had a plan for Moses even before he was born.  He 
protected Moses as a baby so that he would be able to fulfill the plan that 
God had for him and God's people. God does the same for us today...a plan 
and protection.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 

Then we discovered that God has a desire to communicate with us.  We 
discussed how we don't need to be in a church, a temple, or a religious setting to speak with God.  In order to get 
Moses's attention while he was shepherding sheep, He spoke to him in a burning bush...a bush that never burned 
up.  God gave Moses a direct command to go to Pharoah and demand that he releases the Israelites.  Moses 
didn't think that he was up to the task.... he felt unworthy.  God reassured him that He would give him the words 
to say and the power to perform miracles before Pharoah to convince him to let God's people go!!!! 
 
We memorized Psalm 121:2-3 
2-My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3-He will not let your foot slip--he who watches over you will not slumber. 
 
For our craft we painted pictures using empty toilet paper tubes.  The paintings are quite interesting! 

We are going to write cards to Olesia and Stepan (our Ukranian couple).  As they read the messages we write 
inside, it helps them learn the English language.  AND it is just a nice thing to do.  Actually, it would be a nice thing 
if everyone sent them a card!!! 

We continue to work on our play.... 
 
Blessings- 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
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UMW 
HUNDREDS OF COOKIES FOR MONMOUTH COLLEGE FRESHMAN 

WoW! THANK YOU, COOKIE BAKERS! Once again, we were able to hand out your cookies to the Monmouth 
College Freshman during their Walkout. We used the Atrium, our first event in there, to have the tables with 
cookies, so they could be handed out as they walked by. They all were so appreciative and so are we for your 
donations! Thank you! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN - UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

One of the changes, in the name, from United Methodist Women to United Women in Faith has taken place. 
Hopefully, by 2024 we will be used to the new name by then. However, as Karen mentioned in her article for the 
honoring of our 2022 Woman in Mission Recognition to Deb Moore our PURPOSE has Not changed. We will 
continue to be in mission for the children, youth, and women locally and globally to help meet their needs. UMW 
contributes to over 700 missions including two from our Illinois Great River Conference, Lessie Bates 
Neighborhood House in East St. Louis and Cunningham Children’s Home in Urban.  (Both are part of Our 
Conference Our Kids Advance mission).  

COME JOIN US! SHARE IN MISSIONS! 

Now that the summer is over our UMW (UWin F) two Circles in our church will be meeting. ALL women are 
members, (according to the UMBook of Discipline), some women choose to be more active, which is fine. We do 
have monthly meetings, and anyone is invited to come and join in the fellowship and learning opportunities as we 
grow together.   

UMW Exec Team will meet at 1:30 on Thursday September 1 in the Lounge. 

DEBORAH CIRCLE will be meeting on Wednesday morning, September 7th at 9:30 in the church Lounge. Contact 
Peg Willhardt for information.  

PRISCILLA CIRCLE will be meeting at 1:30 on Thursday, September 15th in the church Lounge. Contact Anita 
Anderson (or Chris Moore) 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED ~World Day of Prayer  

The Church Women United of Monmouth and Vicinity will be hosted by the Gerlaw Christian Church 
on September 9th at 1:30. Sugar Tree Grove UPChurch will be assisting. On September 9th the program will 
be World Day of Prayer, uniting women in 170 countries in prayer and Christian Unity. In each of our UMW 
meetings we collect the "least coin" to share with Church Women United. We also observe the Annual Blanket 
Sunday and other celebration events now that we are "back to normal". More information will be presented 
about these upcoming events. If you need more information contact Linda Dean, or Anita Anderson. 
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August 28, 2022--Today we are Celebrating UMW Sunday with our Church family.  This is the Purpose of United 
Methodist Women--the organized unit of United Methodist women shall be a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of Mission through participation in the Global ministries of 
the church.  

 

The woman we are honoring today has volunteered countless hours of her time for our church.  Almost every 
time I have stopped in at our church, she has been here working, cleaning, organizing, and preparing for the 
services at our church and also the services we held at McGuire-Davies when we could not meet in our chapel 
during the pandemic. She organized almost everything that was packed away before the old Sanctuary was razed, 
but when we met at McGuire-Davies, she saw to it that the supplies for the Altar were moved in every Sunday, set 
up, and returned to the church. She studied the church guidelines for meeting during the pandemic and prepared 
our church to meet them. Guidelines for sanitation, mask-wearing, and spacing, guidelines we hope are in the 
past! We are on Facebook, largely by her preparation and guidance.  She monitors our Facebook feed on Sunday 
morning to know that the sound and picture are going out to our church family at home. And now she is 
preparing us for cleaning and moving back into our new church Sanctuary building. Deb Moore would you please 
come forward. This is a Special Mission Pin and certificate that is awarded to Deb Moore.  We thank her and her 
family for their Extra Special efforts for our church family.  Let's give them a hand! 

A monetary Gift to Mission has been made to honor our Woman in Mission! 
 
 
Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible study.  We are 
currently studying The Holy Spirit.  Bring your Bible and join us. In mid-July we will begin the Dr. David Jeremiah 
series TEN QUESTIONS CHRISTAINS ARE ASKING. This is a very good study many have found meaningful. All are 
welcome. 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request them.  If you 
would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 

August 11th a group of about 20 enjoyed dinner and fellowship at Maple City Restaurant.  It has been suggested 
that we once again plan a trip to Christ Orchard followed by dinner at Alexander's Steak House in Peoria.  Be 
watching for further information. 

Reminder - the technology training that will be made possible by the Larsen Grant will take place when we are in 
our new building. 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a 
comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the recipients. 
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Healing Touch 
is: non-invasive and effective.  (Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation response and 
enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and depression, provides support 
during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the effects of trauma and chronic pain and 
enhances recovery from surgery. 
(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice" -) 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 

Chris Moore  309-337-4162 
Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 
Ray Clark  309-299-5681 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
MEET OUR MISSIONARY FROM LIBERIA 
Join us for our SpRDistrict UMW Gathering in East Moline on September 10th. Priscilla Legay Jaiah, from Liberia 
(Advance #13035Z) will be our featured Speaker. Rev. Priscilla Legay Jaiah is a missionary with the Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist Church and the Superintendent of Ganta Mission Station of the United 
Methodist School in Liberia, West Africa. As a native of Liberia, Priscilla learned to share her faith as a child, 
working with her mother in villages as a Sunday School teacher, youth worker, and choir member. She shares 
"during my years of pastoring, I always felt the responsibility of meeting the spiritual, physical, and emotional 
needs of children, women, and the less fortunate in society." She believes that the global church can "share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with people who are victims of structural sin[and] bring freedom, justice and peace to 
God's children here on earth." Rev. Priscilla will be visiting churches within the IGR Conference during the first half 
of September. 
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Monmouth First UMC Building Update 
 
As summer comes to a close and school is now in session, another season has passed, and we hope the 
construction season on this project is coming to a close.  The congregation continues to be faithful in the process 
and our goal of completion continues to get closer.  The exterior work on the building continued as the site 
contractor returned to install tile drains on the SE corner of the parking lot and to complete grading around the 
parking lot.  With the grace of many congregation members, left over brick, rock and other materials mixed into 
the completed grade was removed and disposed of.   

Many details within the building are coming together with many of the trades returning at one point or another 
to complete the work.  Glass and hardware has been installed in a majority of the new doors, with just a few 
exceptions.  ADA Door Assist pads and openers were installed on both the North and the South entrances to the 
building.  Flooring has been completed throughout the building, all that remains are the treads in the south 
stairwell, cleanup on the upper floor tile due to construction techniques used and some floor trim in the Atrium.  
The HVAC contractor has returned to install the ductwork and vents in the acoustical cloud in the Sanctuary which 
our prime contractor installed.  This work should be completed soon, incorporating some changes that needed to 
be made to the design.  Touch up painting has been completed as necessary throughout the building.        

Our audio/video contractor and electricians have been working on the wiring and components for the sound 
system over the last few weeks, which should be completed in the next week or two.  This included floor pockets 
in the Chancel for microphone cables and other component cables.  I had an opportunity to hear some music that 
was being played through the system and it sounded wonderful!  One hold up that we are currently facing is a 
defective circuit board in the fire detection control panel which we hope will be resolved soon.  Once this issue is 
resolved then the work on the elevator and fire detection system can be completed and we can apply for 
occupancy, which will then allow us to begin use of the building on a full-time basis. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project 
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Ukrainian Refugee Update 
Dear folks: 

Olesya and Stepan are making great strides in assimilating into life in Monmouth. They started ESL classes last 
Monday. On Thursday evening they decided on their own to attend a lecture at the Warren Co. History Museum 
("Wild Boar to Bacon fest")! Saturday morning Olesya attended a women's breakfast sponsored by the Lutheran 
Women. This week they were also approved for SNAP food payments and have submitted applications for work 
permits (I-765) They have been tentatively scheduled for interviews with USCIS (United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services) regarding these work permits on Thursday, September 14th, at 8 AM in Naperville. 
Unfortunately, none of us in the Sponsor Circle are free that day (work and a bunch of medical appts), but we are 
reluctant to ask for a rescheduled appointment. So, we are hoping that one of you might be free to bring them to 
Naperville on that day, if necessary. Please let us know. Also, Olesya and Stepan really appreciate all the notes and 
cards you have been sending them. Please continue to fill their mailbox! If you take a trip, send them a postcard 
so they learn about various places in the US. Their mailing address is: 

Olesia Chychaova and Stepan Skrypnychenko 
112 South B St. 
Monmouth IL 61462 
 
Thanks again for all your support. 
 
The Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle 
Allison Buccalo 
Leslie Freeman 
Fr. Tim Hepner 
Teresa (and Tom) Prien 
Tom (and Anne) Sienkewicz 
Pam (and John) Van Kirk 
 
Tom Sienkewicz 
1103 E 2nd Ave 
Monmouth, Illinois 61462 
www.tomsienkewicz.com 
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Thank you! 

On Saturday, August 27, a workday was scheduled to work on many different tasks. Over 30 volunteers 
completed the following tasks; pulled weeds around the building, parking lot and in the planter at the front of the 
church, loaded the left over bricks and building material on a truck and trailer and moved them off site to be 
stored, painted the handicap ramp on the west side of the building, washed lights in the Sunday School rooms, 
took down the broken divider in the Chapel, vacuumed the new carpet, dusted hymnals and Bibles and boxed 
them up to move into the Sanctuary, cleaned the Conference Room, cleaned the Youth Room, took the couches 
out of the Youth Room, cleaned and polished the candelabras, took the quilts to the cleaners and changed air 
conditioner filters. Many worked on removing the debris from the soil around the building and parking lot. All this 
was completed in a little over two hours. Then on Sunday and Monday, the MELC register and one Sunday School 
room was painted. Thank you for giving your time to make improvements to our building. 
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September Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in September and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

2 Brian Helms 19 Coleen Flaar 

3 Jill Munson 20 Bill Oaks 

Benila Mouandza Jamey Cornell 

4 Melinda Todd Marlene Edwards 

Derek Chandler 22 Mark Anderson 

5 Bill Clayton Jon Ferguson 

Jackie Lemley Will Brooks 

7 Clarice Radmacher 24 Derek Bass 

8 Mike Lee Alicia Pierce 

Deb Moore 25 Liz Walker 

Aidan Myers 26 Mary Jane Darrah 

Rich Thomas 27 Jamie Smith 

9 Logan Moore 28 Sarah (Mrs. Steve) Hall 

11 Dean Watkins Hannah McVey 

13 Jim Dice 29 Dottie Ray 

16 Jerry Marenholtz Max Richardson 

19 Germain Mouandza 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

Custodian - Doug Ray 

Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

Education Director - Chris Moore 

Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk 

Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark 

Keyboard - Joy Boostrom 

Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin 

Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson  

Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson 




