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Scrip Program 

For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip 
cards for anniversaries, birthdays, or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth 
First United Methodist Church with needed funds. Cards on hand right now in the church office are 
Walmart, Target, Buffalo Wild Wings, Subway, Starbucks, Steak n Shake, Dairy Queen, and Happy 
Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, 
Buffalo Wild Wings & Sephora). Many other cards are available online. 
 
 
Random Act of Flowers 
 
Random Acts of flowers Indianapolis delivers hundreds of floral arrangements to local hospitals and 
assisted living facilities each week.  Every arrangement needs a vase!  Please help us stock our shelves!  
We accept any glass, ceramic, plastic vase or container that holds fresh-cut flowers and water.  Nearly 
everyone has unused vases tucked away in their garages, attics, or kitchen cabinets, and what may feel 
like trash or clutter can be a gift to someone in a healthcare facility.  Random Acts of Flowers repurposes 
unsold flowers and re-purposed vases to create beautiful bouquets for individuals in healthcare facilities 
in our community, providing hope and encouragement.   There is a box in the hallway at the church in 
which you can place your donated vases or contact Jane Hartley Pratt at Jane@bealprattlaw.com or 
309-734-3193 to arrange drop-off or pickup. 

 
Altar Flowers 
 

The Altar Committee would like help in providing flowers for the Altar.  You can 
bring flowers from your yard or an arrangement you might have in your home.  The flowers do not have to be 
real.  The arrangement can be left in the Chapel kitchen. There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Table.  Thanks 
for your help! 

 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 

“Movin on in” 
 

 I was talking with Jim Hinze the fellow who owns and runs the company, 
Zion Church Builders, which is in charge of seeing that all the work is 
completed for our new buildings and he said to me, to Doug Ray, to Deb 
Moore, and to all the folks in his employment who were around that 
day…that we would be able to worship in our new sanctuary on August 
14…of this year!  (Now what he didn’t say is that everything would be 
done simply that we could begin to move in and that we could use it on 
that day! 
 
And I was filled with both excitement and worry!  Excitement because it 
has been a LONG time and I really miss being in a sanctuary.  Do not get 
me wrong please…I continue to be amazed and filled with gratitude for 
all McGuire/Davies did for us.  We held our worship services there far 
longer than we ever expected and they never complained or made us 
feel anything but welcome.  So, Thank you to the fine folks at 
McGuire/Davies!  And while I’m talking about it…I have enjoyed being in 
our chapel as well.  Our chapel is one of my favorite rooms I have ever 
had the privilege of using in my entire time of being a pastor.  And with 
all the work so many have done in there it has only become more 
attractive and more inspirational to be there.   
 

But it won’t surprise you to learn…and I bet you feel this way as well…that I have missed being in a sanctuary.  For 
the longest time I would watch as the workers constructed our new sanctuary and I really didn’t feel much 
attachment to it.  Then one day I was walking by the windows and the fellow from Brooks Art Glass was installing 
the stained glass and I started to feel that this was going to be our new home!  With every passing week there has 
been something new added and it has continued to feel more and more like our new home is coming to be! 
 
But then also this week Jim said to me and to Deb…”Ok, now you need to move everything out of that Youth 
Room…put it in the new Fellowship Hall and we will be able to get in the Youth Room and do the things we need 
to do.”  And it hit me…I don’t like moving!  Moving is a pain!  We have done it at least 9 times in our marriage.  I 
don’t like packing up boxes, I don’t like all the mess, I don’t like the cleaning that has to occur around the moving, 
and I don’t like the unpacking of the boxes and the getting to know the new surroundings much either.  In fact I 
think it is safe to say I DREAD moving…usually.   
 
So, we put out an Text-em-All asking for anyone who could help on one of the hottest days of the year and I 
hoped, prayed, and wished that we would get at least 10 fine folks to help us move that day.  Instead…we got 30!  
The move went far faster, smoother, and easier than I ever imagined it would.  Thank YOU to all who helped in 
any way!  Now…typical of a Moving Day we found some surprises along the way…stuff we wish we didn’t have to 
deal with, but the room is clear, the kitchen cabinets can now be installed and hopefully soon our Youth Room 
will be ready for our Youth and all the ministries that can be done there. 
 
Moving is NOT fun…usually.  At least it is not completely fun usually but in addition to all the work, worry, and 
stress around moving there is also, anticipation, excitement and hope for what the new will bring and what God 
will do through the process of moving and in the new place!  Our new building is beautiful…it is 100 % 
handicapped accessible.  It has an elevator that will take anyone to all three levels in our church.  The new 
sanctuary will take some getting used to but it also offers a comfortable, inspirational, worshipful space in which 
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to be.  Our new atrium (that is what I am calling it) promises to be a space that is adaptable to uses that I can’t 
even imagine yet!   
 
So…there is a lot of good, exciting, and hopeful moments coming to us!  And we will be NEEDING YOU in a big way 
as we travel through these next months.  There will be days when we need to move things.  Days when we need 
to clean things and spaces, and days when we may need to undo and redo whatever it was, we did earlier.  But I 
am hopeful and filled with the knowledge that our church folk, our Christian brothers and sisters will be 
there…having fun…laughing…and striving together as we continue to build God’s sanctuary and spaces for our 
church!  We are entering an exciting time and maybe, just maybe…we should feel more like this:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
as we begin this time in our church’s ministries! 
I look forward to seeing all of you as we have our Moving Days! 

 
Shalom, 
  

Jon 
 
 

 
Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Our big candy bar winner this month was Sawyer 
Kramer.  Congratulations Sawyer!!! 

We began our study of the parables this month.  I chose the parable 
of the 10 Bridesmaids (Virgins) since we had just finished talking 
about the return of Jesus.  Five of the ten bridesmaids had enough oil 
to wait for their Bridegroom, Jesus.  The other five were not prepared 
for the return of Jesus.  To which group do you find yourself 

belonging?  Do you have enough oil in your lamp for the wait?  Are you prepared for Jesus' return? 

Our next parable that we studied was the "Pearl of Great Value."  We had some differing opinions on 
this one and some great discussion! Is the pearl God's people who were lost and Jesus paid the ultimate 
price to buy them back OR...... Is the pearl of great value the Kingdom of Heaven and we have to sell 
everything (give God everything) to find God.  When we come to know and follow God we can give our 
time, money, talents, worship, and obedience to Him!  I challenge you to study this parable for yourself 
and decide what God is teaching us in His Word.  My young people certainly keep me on my toes!!!! 
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We were asked to make a "Welcome" card for our new Ukranian friends!  My kids love a challenge.... 
they went above and beyond all that I could have done!  Their card was amazing!  I'm certain our new 
friends loved it. 

We continue to practice our play.  I can't wait for everyone to see it! 
Blessings,  
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL VBS!!!! 
Thank you to all of our volunteers who were so eager to help this year to encourage and teach our 
children God's Word and to help them on their faith journey! 

A BIG thank you to Faith Presbyterian Church and their staff for allowing us to hold VBS at their Church 
again this year.  Another Big thank you to the Lutheran Church and Gerlaw for all of their volunteers 
who helped wherever they were needed. 

My kitchen crew, the music crew, the snack crew, the recreation crew, and the craft crew were all 
absolutely amazing!!!!  It takes a lot of people, prayer, and resources to make VBS happen, and 
everyone stepped up again this year!!!! Thank you everyone!!!! 

A special thanks to our own Drew Carlson who "took one for the team" this year!!  Drew received a 
delicious, whipped cream pie in the face for a very good cause.   Because of all of your offerings we 
raised around $660 which will be given to local food pantries and the new Monmouth Community Child 
Care center. 

Thank you all for your generosity...... 
Chris Moore and the VBS committee 
 

 
UMW 
 
Monmouth College Freshmen Walkout on August 22 at 3:00 p.m. Consequently, we need cookies.... lots and lots 
of cookies!!! There will be a sign-up sheet at the Church, or you may call the church office to have your name 
added to the sign-up sheet. Please package 3 cookies per zip lock bag with no nuts or peanut butter in the 
cookies.  Thank you ahead of time for baking for our college students. 

 

‘Bring it Home’ Prayer Vigil 
Colossians 4:2: "Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving." 

First UM Church family! Please mark your calendars for an important date: Saturday, August 13. On that day, in 
the Church Chapel or from your home, the prayer team invites you to join in a 12-hour prayer vigil focusing on the 
completion of church construction, and the clean-up work that will follow. The vigil will last from 6:00 am to 6:00 
p.m., and prayer times are for 30 minutes. 

You can add your name to the form on the welcome table or call the office to sign up. You can volunteer for one 
or more time slots (each lasts 30 minutes), and more than one person can sign up for a 30-minute segment. All 
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members of your household, young and old, are invited to participate. For more information, please talk to Ray or 
Joyce Clark. If signing up through the office, call 734-9437. 

 

Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle 
Dear Friends: 

I am writing to share with you the good news that the Ukrainians Olesia and Stepan arrived safely in O'Hare on 
Wednesday and are now settling into their new apartment in Monmouth. They are both originally from the 
Crimea but fled that area and moved to Kyiv when the Crimea was seized by Russia in 2014. When the war started 
in February they fled to Poland. Stepan has a physical disability which kept him from serving in the army. They 
have been married for about five years and have no children.  

They are already beginning to take advantage of the many good things about life in Monmouth. They have gotten 
clothes and food from Jamieson Center, checked out books from the Warren Co. Library (with their own brand-
new library cards) and even attended the ice cream social and band concert at Strom Center last night. 

They speak and understand more English than we expected and are eager to learn even more. Some members of 
the Sponsor Circle met with them yesterday and we were pleased to see how well we were able to communicate 
with each other. 

Many of you have been asking how you can help and if there is anything they need. At this point, we have raised 
enough funds to cover their living expenses for several months. Their personal needs are simple, and they 
probably don't need any additional material possessions, at least at this point in time.  

One way that you could help, if you want, is to write them a short note of welcome and to introduce yourselves 
(as much as you feel comfortable). Receiving mail will make them feel more a part of the Monmouth community 
and reading your notes will help them improve their English. They have already received a touching note of 
welcome from a Sunday School class at the Methodist Church. If you travel, you might consider sending them a 
postcard so they can learn more about the United States. 

If you want to write to them, you can do so here: 
Olesia Chychagova and Stepan Skrypnychenko 
112 South B St. 
Monmouth IL 61462 

They are unlikely to receive any mail from the Ukraine, so let's try to keep their mailbox busy. 

As we move forward, we may suggest other ways that you can help. Meanwhile, thanks again for all your interest 
and support. 

The Maple City Illinois Sponsor Circle 
Allison Buccalo 
Leslie Freeman 
Fr. Tim Hepner 
Teresa (and Tom) Prien 
Tom (and Anne) Sienkewicz 
Pam (and John) Van Kirk 
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Senior News 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible 
study.  We are currently studying the Dr. David Jeremiah series TEN QUESTIONS CHRISTAINS ARE 
ASKING. In August the topics will be:  How Can I Get Victory Over Worry?  How Can I Find 
Forgiveness?  Is There Only One Way to God?  Why Do Christians Have So Many Problems?  Why Don't 
My Prayers Get Answered? This is a very good study that many have found meaningful. All are welcome. 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request 
them.  If you would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact 
me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 

Once again Dream Team is sponsoring a night for dinner and fellowship.  It will be at Maple City 
Restaurant at 6PM on Thursday, August 11th.  Please make a reservation by signing up by August 7th at 
the church or calling Joyce at 309-299-5682.  All are welcome. 

The technology training made possible by the Larsen Grant will take place when we are in our new 
building. (The Dream Team will meet August 17th @ 2 to make more plans). 

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might 
be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them. They are always very appreciated by 
the recipients.  If you are scheduled for surgery, we have "Healing Bags" available for you and people 
who would be happy to pray with you.  Please contact the church office (309-734-9437) or call me (309-
299-5682). 

Often there are church members who need rides to appointments and/or errands run for them.  If you 
could help in one or both, please let us know.  We hope to be able to have a list of names 
available.  Again, call the church (309-734-9437) or Joyce (309-299-5682). 

If you have suggested activities for Senior Ministries, please share them with me. 
 
 
Healing Touch 
Healing Touch is non-invasive and effective.  Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the 
relaxation response and enhances the healing process.  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves 
stress and depression, provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces 
the effects of trauma and chronic pain, and enhances recovery from surgery. 
(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice") 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I 
have had our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 

Chris Moore  309-337-4162 
Joyce Clark  309-299-5682 
Ray Clark  309-299-5681 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 
We continue to see the fine details expected as the project continues to move towards 
completion. Doors and door hardware had been installed throughout the building including 
some safety features including fire door releases. Painting has been done including some areas 
to touch up where needed. Access connections from the back of the chancel in the sanctuary 
were installed allowing for ADA and stairway access.  

The site contractor was in to rough grade the new parking lot to prepare for final grading of the 
rock base and placement of asphalt. Roofing contractor completed their work by installing the 
eaves trough and downspouts on the sanctuary roof. The ceiling to the front entry overhang was 
completed as well as the face trim along the front of the roof. 

This last week the flooring was installed in the kitchen, Fellowship Hall and lower-level hallway. 
Then they moved to the new Sanctuary to begin installing the carpet. The panels next to the 
windows in the Atrium were painted to match the walls. 

We expect to see further progress as many items need completed for the elevator before final 
inspection and operation permit. Flooring will be installed over the next couple weeks. A setback 
with the “cloud” for the HVAC system in the sanctuary as it will be delivered a week later than 
planned. We also had a rupture in the new water heater so that will be replaced under warranty 
in the next couple weeks as well.  
As some of the anticipated work gets completed the committees and congregation members 
will be able to start preparing to distribute stored items throughout the new building, allowing 
for work to be completed in the youth room where many items were stored from the old 
building.  

There will be requests for assistance as these times come so we ask that anyone who is willing 
to help, contact the church and we can get your name on a list for volunteer assistance. Any 
prayers you can lift up as the project moves into its final phase would be greatly appreciated. 
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Birdies for Charities Report from Laurie Todd (contact person)    
I am ecstatic to inform you that 35 family units have pledged AND paid their donations for a total of 
$9185 to our BFC account for 2022.  We know there is a minimum of a 5% bonus ($459.25) guaranteed, 
but it may be even more!!  That gives us at least $9644.25 to help balance our General Fund Budget for 
2022.  Two checks (one for what we personally gave and one the extra bonus) will be sent October 31st! 
 

 

Hospitality Services needs YOU!  
As we get closer to opening our new sanctuary, we will be needing lots of help from our members. The 
Hospitality committee was formed and includes the following groups: 

Greeters 
Guest Follow Up 
Welcome Table/ Coffee Bar 
Transportation 

Each week in the month of August we will be spotlighting one of these areas where you can serve. There 
will be someone available to answer your questions and sign you up! Our goal is to make UMC an 
inviting place where all are welcome and feel loved by Jesus! 

When is a good time to call you? 
I wanted to explain how the Spotlight Sundays are going to work.  

Thanks so much 
Peggy Perrin 
 
 
Youth Group 
If you are entering the 6th grade you are invited to be a part of all youth group activities. We generally 
meet on Sundays from 6:00 pm-7:30 pm at the church, however we try to have one event monthly that 
that may lead to a different time and/or location (always communicated by the youth group 
coordinators). A typical evening consists of worship music, a devotion, food, and fun!  Sunday, August 
21st will be the Youth Group Kickoff Cookout at the Carlson’s home from 4:30-6:30 pm. 
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THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the awesome movers who moved almost 
everything out of the Youth Room and into the new Fellowship 
Hall. The move did not involve stairs! The Youth Room will now 
be prepared for a new floor and paint. 

The items moved included the stoves, refrigerators, and 
supplies for the new kitchen. They will be cleaned and moved 
into the kitchen after the new cabinets are installed. 

Thank you to this great group who moved everything in a little 
over an hour. The volunteers include Dave and Pat Bates, 
Henrik and Lars Bergren, Joy Boostrom, Ray and Joyce Clark, 
Don and Cathy Daily, Ron and Deb Moore, Kevin, LeAnn, Grace 
and Kendall Murk, Lance Oetting, Mitch and Dottie Ray, Bill 
Robinson, Craig Sheagren, Jon Sims, Justin Sims, Stephanie 
Sims, Donna Smith, Donna Spears, Rich Thomas, Laurie Todd, 
Dean and Jane Watkins and Rick Williams. 

 
 

 

Warren County Prime Beef Festival 

First UMC is preparing for the 2022 Warren County Prime Beef Festival Parade, and your help is 
needed! We are going to have a float showcasing our previous church buildings and our brand-
new Sanctuary building. This year’s theme is “Into the Future, back to our Roots,” which is very 
appropriate for our building project. We have a plan. We have some construction guys. We have 
extra helpers. What we could use is: 

People to sign up to walk with the float. A sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Table. 

Donations of candy (not chocolate) for people to hand out. Candy should be individually 
wrapped. Think suckers, hard candy. Tootsie Rolls are probably OK. Please drop them off at the 
Welcome Table or bring them to the office. Lots of candy will be needed. (Candy bars are not 
practical. We need small pieces that can be tossed.) 

There is no budget for the parade float, and costs are being incurred. If you would like to help 
with these costs, please drop your gift in an envelope marked for the Warren County Prime Beef 
Festival Parade and leave it in the offering plate or bring your gift to the office. Extra donations 
will be used to help with the open house (more on that hopefully in the September Caller!) 
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August Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in August and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

 

1 Aaran Lantz 18 Andrew Uddin 
2 Lance Oetting 20 Ben McIntosh 
 Ann Halcomb 21 Lars Bergren 

4 Penny Vaughn  Lyle McGrann 
5 McKinley Rexroat  Bob McVey 

 Colton Willhardt 22 Brenda Cornell 
6 LeAnn Murk 23 Rich White 

 Linda Murray  Patti Salyers 
 Sarah (Mrs. Brian) Hall 25 Janet Underwood 

9 Todd Clayton 26 Mandy Grace 

 Carol Tarr 27 James Petri 
13 Camdyn Bennett 28 Phil Lemley 

 Kaitlin Grace 29 Cinda Burgland 
14 Carson Davies 30 Betty Bollman 

15 Jim Ray  Cassie Decker 
16 Nady Nguembou 31 Grace Murk 

17 Emmanuel 
Amouzouvik 

 Rhonda Willhardt 
 Matt Sims   

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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