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S.T.A.R.S. (Students to Arrive Ready for School) 

Back packs filled with school supplies are given to area children in need.  Jamieson Community Center 
serves as the application and distribution site. Jamieson’s goal is to give 150 children all the supplies on 
their list so that they are prepared on the first day of school.  In an effort to minimize duplication and 
ensure that they have all the supplies needed for each child, they are asking our church to collect 150 
pairs of assorted sizes of Fiskar scissors by August 1st. 
 
 
 
Church in the Park 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, July 17th.  Our church has been invited to join in with a 
community worship service at the park in Roseville, as a part of the Warren County Fair. The service will 
begin at 10:00 am.  You will need to take lawn chairs. If desired, there is a continental breakfast 
offered.  Anyone who would like to carpool to this event call the church office. There will be no church 
service at the church chapel that day. Sunday School for July 17th only, will be canceled.  Let's support 
this nice offer to be a part of the community of the Warren County Fair.  
 
 
 
Scrip Gift Card Program 
For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip 
cards for birthdays or wedding gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds.  A list of participating retailers for you to take is on the table in the 
hallway.  Cards on hand right now in the church office are, Subway, Buffalo Wild Wings, Kohl’s, Pizza 
Hut, Target, Dairy Queen, Starbucks, Arby’s, Taco Bell, Steak ‘n Shake, Walmart & Applebee’s.  Many 
other cards are available online. 

 
 

Monmouth 
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221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
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Jon’s Jottings 

Waiting (Im)Patiently 
 

The other day Anita and I were at the Cancer Center for my appointment.  
If you have ever been there, you know that often the appointments don’t 
happen as fast as you would like.  To be fair, mine usually are not too bad 
time wise but this past one threw a curve at us.  At the end of the time 
with the physician she decided I should have some more blood work.  She 
sent us back out to the waiting room to…you guessed it…wait!  Anita said 
right away to me that I should go to the front desk to make sure everyone 
knew what was going on and be sure the lab had been notified.  And I said 
to her…that I was sure the physician knew what she was doing and all we 
needed to do was be patient and wait.  An hour later…I got up and went 
to the desk and they said, “Oh, why are you still here?”  After I explained 
what was going on and they found the orders they got the ball rolling and 
I was taken back to the lab.  As I walked back to where Anita was sitting I 
humbly said, “You were right…they hadn’t been notified.”  I’m just happy 
Anita still allowed me to ride inside the van for the ride home! 
 
Waiting is difficult!  Most, if not all, of us have at some points in our lives 
found ourselves growing impatient!  A friend used to always say to me 
that we should never pray for patience because God would do just that!  
So, the problem then becomes when do we get up and say something 
versus when do we simply wait patiently and calmly allowing everything 

to work out in God’s time? 
 
I wish I had the answer to that!  I do know that it is ok to do what Anita wanted me to do right away…just be sure 
that all concerned are on the same page and know what the goal is and what needs to be done to accomplish the 
goal.  This can be done without losing our patience or getting upset it is simply inquiring whether or not we are all 
on the same page and being sure there is not something we have neglected to do.   
 
Several years ago I took Jessica to her physician for a checkup or something.  We had been there several times 
and the staff all knew us.  They sent us back to a room, checked us in, then left saying the doctor would be with us 
shortly.  Over an hour later, a nurse came by…noticed the closed door and opened it, surprised to find us still 
sitting there.  She said, “Jon, I didn’t know you two were back here…the doctor left a half hour ago, he thought he 
had seen all the patients.”  I might add here that Jessica may have been encouraging me to go and check to see if 
they had forgotten us and I argued they would not forget us…we just needed to be patient.   
 
Maybe I’m just incredibly patient…or maybe I just avoid any possible conflict!  But it does make sense to be sure 
folks are aware of what is going on, what our expectations are, and know what they are capable of doing.   
 
But there is also truth in knowing that once we have done that…we simply need to be patient and trust that God 
is working everything out in his timing!  A few Bible verses address this:  Ecclesiastes 3:1, “There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”  Proverbs 16:9, “In their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” Then there is this scary one found in 1 Peter 3:8-9, “But do not 
forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  Instead, he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
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So, we are in a season of waiting…trying to be patient…and feeling frustrated that things are not happening as fast 
as we would like.  Also, we are in a season of needing to trust in and have faith with God.   
 
So…we promise to keep asking the questions and being sure everyone is on the same page…but we also know we 
must trust in the Lord and lean not on our own understanding.  I just hope we don’t put that thousand year 
theory into practice!   
 
Hope to see you back in worship soon…we are in the chapel now and we are heading closer to the time when we 
will be in the new sanctuary…I promise!   
 
Shalom, 
 
 

Jon 
 
 

 
Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Our BIG candy bar winner this month was Reese Anderson....Congrats 
to Reese!! 

The last lesson in our Christian Living series was entitled "Ready for 
Jesus"! 

Our Scripture verse was, "So you also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  Matthew 
24:44 

We found out that ONLY God knows when Jesus is coming back.... we discussed how we should be ready 
for Jesus' Second Coming.  We decided that we should pray, read our Bibles, and spread the Good News 
about Jesus. Most importantly we should ask Jesus to come into our hearts! What do we do in our wait 
time?  We need to be taking care of God's people and obeying God's Word! Are YOU ready for Jesus' 
return?  We discussed what it would be like if we didn't know when Christmas was going to be each 
year.... what if somebody just announced that Christmas would be tomorrow....how could you be 
prepared for that?  The kids had some great suggestions!!! 

We made some fun Father's Day gifts to honor our dads on their special day. 

Our next adventure in the Bible is going to be studying the Parables!   

Blessings- 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang. 
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Healing Touch 
 
Healing Touch - is non-invasive and effective. Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the 
relaxation response and enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress 
and depression, provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens  the immune system,  reduces the 
effects of trauma and chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. 
(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice" -) 
 
If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I 
have had our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 
 
If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 
 
Chris Moore 309-337-4162 
Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 
Ray Clark 309-299-5682 

 
Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 - followed by Bible 
study.  We are currently studying The Holy Spirit.  Bring your Bible and join us. In mid-July we will begin 
the Dr. David Jeremiah series TEN QUESTIONS CHRISTAINS ARE ASKING. This is a very good study many 
have found meaningful. All are welcome.  

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request 
them.  If you would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact 
me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 

Reminder - the technology training that will be made possible by the Larsen Grant will take place when 
we are in our new building.  

There are a number of prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might 
be a comfort, please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by 
the recipients. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update        

Hard to believe it has been 18 months since the first brick fell and the project commenced.  The 
congregation has been faithful in the process and our goal of completion continues to get closer.  The 
exterior work on the building continued and a majority of it was completed with completion of the 
concrete siding panels, the soffit trim and window trim around the north window.   The roofers came in 
to review and repair some additional penetrations that occurred due to HVAC and electrical work that 
had to be added.   

Carpenters installed drop ceiling framing in the entire building and began to install ceiling tiles where 
they could which included some locations to accommodate electrical and system fixtures that need to 
be installed in the ceilings.  They also installed drywall in the lower parlor hallway finishing the wall and 
door frame next to the youth room.  To finish off the Concrete panel siding, expansion joints between 
panels needed to be caulked to seal the exterior.  The sanctuary saw the wood beams uncovered, 
exposing the dark wood grained beams with the ceiling around those beams trimmed and any paint 
touch up completed.        

The utility infrastructure continues with electricians completing the lighting and systems for the first 
floor Sanctuary, Atrium and hallways.  The exterior lighting on the building has been installed and the 
exit signage has been installed and operates as expected.  The stained-glass windows in the Sanctuary 
on the east wall has been completed and operates as expected.  The HVAC systems in the building have 
been inspected and tested by the city and has been approved for operation.  The HVAC contractor has 
begun to install vents where needed in the building and will be installing the vent “cloud” in the 
Sanctuary in the near future.  Roofers will be completing installation of the guttering and rain diverters 
on the sanctuary.  There continues to be some work needed on the site including finish grading around 
the building and parking lot.  The paving contractor is prepared to come in and final grade the rock base 
and place the asphalt.  Lower Parlor work will include the kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing work and 
door installations. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly 
updates and the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to 
meet when necessary to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to 
pray for this project, the contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to 
work safely and stay healthy during our project.      
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HOW WILL YOU SERVE? 

We are moving closer to the day when we will celebrate the opening of the new building. Soon we will be able to 
fully enjoy the new opportunities that this presents to us as members of this congregation. Your service is needed 
on many different ministry teams. Here is a list of some of the ways you may serve this year. Contact LeAnn in the 
church office (309-734-9437 or leann_1umc@yahoo.com) to have your name added to our ministry teams. 

Opportunities to serve each Sunday: 

• Greeters - six each Sunday, one at each of the outside doors, one near the elevator and two at the 
Sanctuary entrance to greet before the worship service 
 

• Welcome Center – two each Sunday to be in the Atrium to help with the coffee bars and to welcome 
everyone 
 

• Follow up team (guest follow-up) – several each week to contact guests in the week following their 
presents in worship 
 

• Transportation – a driver and assistant to provide transportation before and after worship 
 

• Liturgist – one each Sunday to give a greeting, make announcements and read scripture 
 

• Praise Team - singers and musicians to lead several songs each week 
 

• Technology – prepare the visuals, run the camera, run the sound system and Facebook chat 
 

• Sunday School assistants – to give assists to the lead teacher 
 

• Nursery - assist the Nursery Attendant with childcare in the nursery for infants and toddlers 
 

• Altar Committee - set up the altar and confirm flowers for the altar are being provided 

Ongoing opportunities to serve: 

• Communion Committee – once a month prepare the elements and have them ready when requested, 
usually the first Sunday of the month 
 

• Caring Committee – serve meals when requested such as a funeral dinner 
 

• Prayer Team – set up prayer vigils, special prayer times, encouraging others to pray 
 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry - knit or crochet Prayer Shawls to be given to someone in need of prayer, patterns 
provided 
 

• Mission Breakfast - help prepare a breakfast on Sunday morning to raise money for missions 

Other opportunities to serve: 
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Monmouth College Freshman Walk Out in August 

Vacation Bible School Follow up in August 

Prime Beef Festival Parade entry – September 7 

Open House for the Community in September 

Dedication Worship Service with Bishop Beard – September 25 

Hog Roast in October 

Christmas on the Square – December 2 

Pastor Jon and the Opening Committee 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its 
various forms” - 1 Peter 4:10. 

Prime Beef Parade 
The 2022 Prime Beef Festival Parade will take place a few weeks prior to our dedication service on September 25, 
and the Worship Committee would like to see if there is interest and individuals who would be willing to work 
together on an entry for the parade which will be held on Sept. 7. It could be a float, or something in a truck or on 
flatbed, or it could be people walking and handing out invitations to “come journey with us,” and candy of course! 

The parade will be an excellent opportunity for us to showcase our new building and at the same time reach 
many people with basic info about 1st UMC. The Worship Committee has a couple of ideas to start things rolling 
but are very open to any ideas. Are you interested in helping? Please talk to Pastor Jon as soon as possible so the 
planning can begin. Thank you! 
 

Maple City Sponsor Circle UPDATE 
The matching of Afghan refugee families to Sponsor Circles across the country turned out to be long and tedious. 
The Maple City Sponsor Circle worked hard and has been ready since February, so waiting proved to be stressful 
for us all.  
 
Recently, however, the Sponsor Circle Program began placing not only Afghan refugees but also Ukrainians 
through the Uniting for Ukraine Program  We are happy to report that our group was assigned a Ukrainian couple 
who originally had to flee Crimea when Russia seized that territory in 2014, and then recently fled from Kiev to 
Poland.  
 
In record time, the government paperwork from both sides was in order, and The Department of Homeland 
Security approved them for entry into the US!  Airline tickets to Chicago have now been purchased, and 
the couple should arrive in Monmouth on July 13 or 14.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and your generous support these past few months. Without that, this would not have 
been possible. Please pray for the family's safe journey here. Also, please continue to pray for The Maple City 
Sponsor Circle as we welcome this family to our community. We will guide them to employment opportunities, 
ESL classes, medical care, local cultural activities, etc. In some ways, our work is just beginning! 
 
If you would like to give beyond what you already have, please consider purchasing a gift card or gift certificate 
from one of our fine local businesses (including, but not limited to, Farm King, Peoples Do-It Center, any retail or 
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grocery store, or restaurant).  This is a way to support our community, while helping the newcomers to become 
more familiar with it.  
 
Please note, this resettlement project is in place of sponsoring an Afghan family. For more information, contact 
Teresa Prien at 309 734-5907. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Care Update 
The community care workday was Friday, June 17 and Saturday, June 18. The Methodist church 
and 6 other area churches worked on the projects. Pastor Jon and several other church 
members worked from our church. The worked done was yard work, painting, wheelchair ramp 
staining, porch repair, new porch and steps, gutter cleaning, garage door repair. 17 homes had 
work done. There were 40 volunteers on Friday and 35 on Saturday.  The volunteers met for 
lunch on Saturday at Faith presbyterian church. A special thanks to all that came together for 
community care days. 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
 
Thank you to everyone for your thoughts, prayers and cards.  It was much appreciated 
and it worked!! One down, one to go!!  Peg Willhardt 
 
 
I would like to thank my church family for the thoughts and prayers with my father’s death and for my recent 
surgery.  Ron Stombaugh 
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July Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in July and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

 

1 Aiyana Sanders 14 Emmi Frieden 
2 Morgan Lemley  Lori Oetting 
 Sarah Moore 15 Jared Halcomb 
3 Alex Burgland 16 Alexis Clark 
4 Carson Clayton 18 Bev Crede 
 Curt Scott 20 Sherry Rehn 
5 Craig Anderson 22 Heaven Edwards 
 Wendy Pinney  Chris Moore 
6 Nancy Clayton 23 Gina Raymond 
 Kendall Murk  Casey Rexroat 
7 Jo McVey 24 Anders Bergren 
 Cathy Sheagren  Jan Helms 
8 Jill Sollenberger  Carter Carlson 
 Susie Clark  Deb Melton 
 Paige Richardson 25 Ashlee Salyers 
 Debra Young 26 Brooke Anderson 
9 Lois Cook  Suzanne Lovdahl 
10 Candy Duncan  Carolyn Ross 
11 Butch Pinney 28 Kayla Bishop 
12 Jan Uddin 29 Madelyn Edwards 
13 John Stinemates  Kathleen Elliott 
14 Samuel Bolon  Bryan Murray 

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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