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VBS Food Truck Party is Coming 

June 26th – 30th 

We need your help!!! 

We need "FAKE FOOD" ......plastic fruit and vegetables. So, if anyone has any plastic fruit, vegetables, or any fake 

food item, we would love to use it to decorate our tables for VBS. We are having a "Cut Out Party" on Wednesday, 

June 15th at 6:00 p.m. at Faith United Presbyterian Church.  We are cutting shapes out of card stock to make food 

truck themed picture frames! Bring your favorite scissors and come join in the fun! 

 

We will be decorating the church (Faith UP) on Thursday, June 23 at 6:00 p.m.  All help is appreciated! VBS 

registration forms are now available in our Church office.  Please pick one up and fill it out for your child and 

return it by June 17th. We will be asking for food donations from our Church a couple of weeks before VBS. Thank 

you for supporting this important program to develop the faith of our youth in this community. 

 
 

Electronic Giving 

Electronic giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year-round.  Consider scheduling a recurring 
electronic contribution today.  It’s easy!  You will no longer need to remember to write checks.  Even when travel, 
illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to 
be received on an uninterrupted basis. Get started today!  Visit our website at 
http://www.comejourneywithus.com to set up your online contribution.  It’s safe and secure!! 

 

 

Monmouth 
1st UMC Caller 
221 E. Broadway, Monmouth, IL 61462 
(309) 734 - 9437 
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Jon’s Jottings 

 
I imagine you all have heard this story before…it comes in many 
versions.  I, myself, have told it at least a couple of ways but here it is 
again…(And no, I do not know if it is literally true, but as the old 
adage says, “If it ain’t true…it oughta be!” 
 
The story of three bricklayers is a multi-faceted parable with many 
different variations but is rooted in an authentic story. After the great 
fire of 1666 that leveled London, the world’s most famous architect, 
Christopher Wren, was commissioned to rebuild St Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
One day in 1671, Christopher Wren observed three bricklayers on a 
scaffold, one crouched, one half-standing and one standing tall, 
working very hard and fast. To the first bricklayer, Christopher Wren 
asked the question, “What are you doing?” to which the bricklayer 
replied, “I’m a bricklayer. I’m working hard laying bricks to feed my 
family.” The second bricklayer, responded, “I’m a builder. I’m building 
a wall.” But the third brick layer, the most productive of the three 
and the future leader of the group, when asked the question, “What 
are you doing?” replied with a gleam in his eye, “I’m a cathedral 
builder. I’m building a great cathedral to The Almighty.” 
Online you will find many variations of this story, but each version 

tells of three people working on the same wall, doing the same work, but with totally different perspectives. From 
this story, many analogies and applications can be drawn. Some of these include the importance of: 
 
Big Picture Thinking – Being able to see the end result and how your work contributes to that end. 
 
Attitude – A positive attitude and pride in what you are doing will show up in your work and your motivation. 
 
Connection to the Organization’s Mission – Employees who are rightly connected to the organization’s mission, 
vision, values, and goals are happier, more engaged, and more productive employees. 
 
Over the past 18 months we have been building.  There have been lots of days when all I see is a pit, a pile, or a 
lot of dust.  I have complained that the building is not going up as fast as I’d like.  I have complained that the 
pandemic has ended up costing us in more ways than one.  And I have complained that we have had to change 
things so we can we stay in or near our budget.   
 
For 18+ months we have had to use our west door, parking has been extremely limited, and we have been 
without heat and a/c in the parts of our building.  We have had leaks, equipment breakdowns, supply shortages, 
and yes, even at least one bat sighting.  There have been a LOT of days during these months where I have lost 
sight of what we are actually doing.  It turns out, though, we are not just laying brick (or Nichiha Board), we are 
building a cathedral!  And thank God we keep getting reminded of that very fact. 
 
There are lots of ways we keep getting reminded of what it is we are actually to be about in this project.  But 
perhaps nothing speaks to us about what it is we are actually doing more than the people of God with whom we 
are called to work.   
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We had a meeting a few weeks ago where we discussed what things we needed to be doing as we restart or 
relaunch our ministries in our new building.  And I was thrilled with the turnout we got at that meeting and the 
level of participation in the planning and in the implementing I saw.   
 
I know…we still have a LONG way to go.  And we don’t for sure know when we will actually be done with the 
building/construction process for our new atrium and sanctuary.  And we all know that the newness will not last 
long.  But from what I have seen there is a general feeling of anticipation and dare I say, excitement as we look to 
beginning our ministries once again.   
 
One thing I believe God wants us to keep in mind, though is that as we see brick, nichiha, and paint going on the 
new construction; as we see dust, clutter, and debris; as we endure workers coming and going, a/c not working, 
and room shortages; and as we consider all the moving of stuff, the disposing of some old things, and the needs 
we will see in keeping the building looking nice…is that we all remember…as all this is going on…WE ARE 
BUILDING A CATHEDRAL FOR THE ALMIGHTY!  And that includes all the ministries we will do and are doing for all 
of God’s people.  It turns out there are lots of ways to build cathedrals in our lives and in our communities…I hope 
and pray we never lose sight of our mission to keep building no matter what we are enduring! And may God’s 
cathedrals keep rising in our midst!  
 
Shalom, 
 

Jon 
 

 
 

Greetings from Grace Place 
 

Libby Andrews was our BIG candy bar winner this month!!!  Congrats to 
Libby! 

We began a new unit entitled, "Christian Living".  Our first week we found 
that we are to walk the "narrow path" and not follow the crowd.  Because 
we study God's Word, we know when the crowd is sometimes wrong!  Jesus 
understands how difficult it is for us to do the right thing all the time, so 
God gave us His Word and His Spirit and the life of Jesus for us to follow. 

 
Then we learned that we must "fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith". (Hebrews 12:2) We 
must continually look to Him, memorizing His Word, so that when we are tempted, we know what to 
do.  Distractions are all around us so we must intentionally focus on Jesus.  I gave the kids an easy little written 
test with three minutes to complete it.  It looked simple enough, but the catch was that our teachers would try to 
distract them while they were taking the test.  We made noise, threw candy at them, bounced ping pong balls in 
the middle of their tables, blew bubbles at them, and squirted them with a water bottle!!!  It was fun to see how 
they each tried to concentrate on what they were doing.  This is what Satan tries to do to us as we walk in 
Christian faith. 
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Next our study showed us that we must be the example for others in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. 
(1Timothy 4:12) We discussed Jesus' example of washing His disciple's feet.  We are determined to be a good 
example in all that we do so everyone will see Jesus through us! 

Blessings, 
Miss Chris and the Grace Place Gang 
 
Healing Touch 
 
Healing Touch - is non-invasive and effective.  (Research has shown that Healing Touch facilitates the relaxation 
response and enhances the healing process).  It reduces pain, reduces anxiety, relieves stress and depression, 
provides support during chemotherapy, strengthens the immune system, reduces the effects of trauma and 
chronic pain and enhances recovery from surgery. 

(Quoted information taken from "Healing Touch Program -Enlighten Empower Practice" -) 

If you would like to schedule a healing touch session, you may call Joyce at 309-299-5682.  (Chris and I have had 
our Covid vaccines.) There is no charge for a session. 

If you wish to have someone pray with you, or for you, call anyone on the healing ministry team: 

Chris Moore 309-337-4162 

Joyce Clark 309-299-5682 

Ray Clark 309-299-5681 

 
Senior News 
 
Wednesday mornings we continue to meet in the chapel for prayer at 9:30 – followed by Bible study.  We are 
currently studying The Holy Spirit.  Bring your Bible and join us. All are welcome. 

Printed copies of the weekly sermons and the monthly Caller are available to those who request them.  If you 
would like to receive them, or to have communion in your home, please contact me.  (Joyce Clark 309-299-5682) 

Exciting news...  Many responded to the questionnaire related to technology training which will be provided 
through money received from the Larson Grant.  The information you provided has been processed and plans 
continue to be made.  The training will take place when we are able to be in our new building. 

There are several prayer shawls displayed in the chapel.  If you know someone for whom one might be a comfort, 
please take one. Thanks to those who make them.  They are always very appreciated by the recipients. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Monmouth First UMC Building Update 

A Facebook memory popped up from a year ago and let us know exactly how much progress we have made in our 
project.  This time last year we had a majority of the footings and foundation walls done.  We look at the project 
now and realize we are moving oh so close to the completion.  Over the last month, exterior work continued 
installation of the concrete siding panels on a portion of the elevator shaft and the south and east walls of the 
Sanctuary.   The roofers came in over the last week and completed closing off the expansion joint between the 
existing Education Wing building and the new Sanctuary building.  With continued installation of the concrete 
siding panels along the new Sanctuary block wall above the new roof.   

Drywall crew completed the drywall finishing in the Atrium, priming and painting all needed walls and ceiling.  
They also installed drywall, finished and primed the drywall remaining in the south entry portal and the areas 
around the elevator walls, which was able to be completed because the masons completed concrete block 
placement around the elevator door frames.  Masons also completed installation of trim pieces on the top of the 
south entry portal and the exterior stairway railing on the NE corner of the building.    The sanctuary saw all of the 
walls and ceiling panels painted, some of the wood beams uncovered, exposing the dark wood grained beams.        

The utility infrastructure continues with electricians completing the lighting and systems for the Fellowship Hall 
area, the pantry, mechanical rooms and storage closets in the lower parlors.  The restroom lighting in the lower 
parlors were installed and can now be operated by the switches.  Lighting and systems were started and continue 
to be installed in the Sanctuary, the Audio/Visual booth and in the Atrium.  The contractor has installed the 
framing for the stained-glass window lighting on the front (east) wall of the sanctuary.  The restrooms have the 
toilet fixtures and the toilet partitions installed.  The ceiling grids for the restrooms on both floors are installed 
and receiving some lighting fixtures, waiting on the remainder in the coming week.  The elevator subcontractors 
have been able to get the hydraulic lifts and equipment installed, the car platform, electrical infrastructure and 
door frames and doors over the last month.  Now that the masons were able to finish the door framing and the 
drywall crew has enclosed them as well, we should see the elevator completed soon. 

Upcoming work includes ceiling grids and panels in the hallways in the lower parlors and first floor, and in the 
Atrium.  HVAC contractor will be positioned to begin installing vents in the restrooms, hallways and Atrium and 
completing the work completed in May that is needed in the Sanctuary space.  There will still need to be exterior 
work completed with siding in various locations, soffit trim and guttering.  Lower Parlor work will include the 
kitchen cabinets and finish plumbing work. 

If you are on Facebook and “like” our church Facebook page, you can follow the action with weekly updates and 
the occasional special update.  The Fresh Start Committee and sub-committees continue to meet when necessary 
to make further recommendations on the project.  We ask that you continue to pray for this project, the 
contractor and sub-contractors’ workers, that they will be able to continue to work safely and stay healthy during 
our project.      
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Ministry Teams Are Forming 

On Sunday, May 1, 49 people met to beginning plans to relaunch the ministries of our church when our building is 
ready. A summary of the meetings with Mike Crawford was given and then several ministry teams were restarted 
or formed. Everyone is invited to participate in any of the ministry teams and your input is important. More 
ministries will be relaunched or start in the future. We are just in the first phase at this time. 

The ministry teams relaunched include Caring Committee, Christian Education, Music Ministry, Prayer Shawl and 
Technology. New ministry teams formed include Hospitality Ministry Team and Prayer Team. 

Christian Education has a lead teacher for each of the classes that will begin this fall. We are still looking for an 
additional person to be present on Sunday mornings. Please see Chris Moore to serve on Sunday morning. 

Hospitality Services is being led by Peggy Perrin. The area leaders are Suzie Geer who will recruit and train 
greeters, Donna Spears will schedule greeters, Cathy Sheagren is taking lead on the Welcome Center, Laurie Todd 
is leading Guest Outreach and Phil Porter is working on Transportation. Each of these areas will need many 
volunteers and we hope you will be able to serve in one or more of these areas. 

The Technology Ministry Team will be in charge of Sunday morning audio/visual and overseeing the website and 
Facebook page. This team will begin as soon as the new audio/visual system is installed in the new Sanctuary. Ray 
Clark, Don Daily, Mike Moore and Deb Moore will be serving on this team and would welcome anyone to join this 
team. 

The Prayer Team is being led by Joyce Clark. This team also includes Ray Clark, Anita Sims, Jim Hallstrom, Tamia 
King, Linda Dean, Teresa Prien, Bernie Troutwine. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry Team is relaunching with Joy Boostrom and Susie Clark leading this team. Also joining 
them are Donna Spears, Anita Sims, Janet Stevenson. They will be holding classes and planning to meet on a 
regular basis. 

The Music Ministry Team is looking to plan a music workshop for musicians and vocalist. Joy Boostrom and Sue 
Ray will plan the workshop for anyone interested in serving on the Praise Team. 

Janet Stevenson and LeAnn Murk will relaunch the Caring Committee when the new kitchen and Lower Parlors is 
complete and ready for us to use. 

Please consider serving on one or more of these ministries teams. For more information, you may contact the 
team leader or Deb Moore 
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Midwest Mission Distribution Center Collection for Annual Conference 

We are collecting items to take to the 2022 Annual Conference for the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC). Supplies will be collected until 
Wednesday, June 8. 

Items may be left at the Welcome Center at church or brought to McGuire & 
Davies on Sunday mornings. 

Items most needed are: 

• Liquid laundry soap, no larger than 150 oz. 
• Dish soap, no larger than 64 oz. 
• Liquid household cleaner, no larger than 80 oz. 
• Five-gallon buckets with lids 

 
 
 
Update on Birdies for Charity! 
 
Birdies for Charity is in full swing.  This is an important fundraiser, especially since there have been no other 
fundraisers since Uncle Phil’s Diner in the fall of 2019.  Please consider what you would have given to other events 
in the past, like the Ice Cream Social and the Hog Roast, then maybe donate those amounts to Birdies for Charity.  
We are guaranteed a minimum of 105% of what we donate (received online or via mail at 15623 Coaltown Rd., 
East Moline, IL  61244, by July 1st, 2022).  Most of you just received a church letter update about our General 
Fund expenses being over $20,000 behind already this year. The guaranteed 105% return from Birdies for Charity 
donations can be a huge help on this.  It’s a win-win!!! 
 
       If you haven’t already, please share some time with God in prayer about your own donation.  If you decide to 
participate, fill in your pledge card in the Birdies for Charity flyer. If you don’t already have one, you can pick one 
up in the church office or at McGuire-Davies at Sunday Services.  Bird #2135 (already typed in) is our church’s 
account #, unless you print off an original copy online.  You want to choose “one-time flat donation”.  You can 
guess the number of birdies you think there will be, but it has to reach the Birdies for Charity Office no later than 
June 10th.  

 My sincere thanks for taking this time to consider this opportunity to help our church’s General Fund.  I 
am on the Finance Committee also, and know every bit helps!!   

Blessings for all of you,  
                     Laurie Todd (Birdies for Charity Chairperson) 
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Scrip Program 
 
For each card sold in the Scrip program, our church gets a percentage of the sale so when you use Scrip cards for 
birthdays, Mother’s Day or graduation gifts (as well as a treat for yourself) it helps Monmouth First United 
Methodist Church with needed funds.   Cards on hand right now in the church office are Subway, Steak n Shake, 
Target, AMC Theatres, Walmart, Dairy Queen, Arby’s, Pizza Hut, Starbucks, Buffalo Wild Wings, and Happy 
Moments (Can be used at: Cheesecake Factory, Macy's, Red Lobster, Regal Theatre, Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo 
Wild Wings & Sephora).  Many other cards are also available online. 
 

 
Trevor Oetting Commissioning  
 
You are invited to see Trevor Oetting being commissioned on Saturday, June 11 at the Civic Center in Peoria at 
9:30 am. Call the church office if you would like to carpool that day. 

 
 
Community Care Days 

The Community Care Days Committee has designated Friday & Saturday, June 17 & 18, as the workdays serving 

our community. The committee is from several area churches. All are welcome to take part in the workdays doing 

all sorts of odd jobs such as yard work, painting, small carpentry jobs, etc. Workdays begin at 8:00 am both days, 

all day Friday and ending at noon on Saturday. If you are able, your help will be greatly appreciated.  
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Our 2022 High School Graduates 

 
Benjamin Riley Anderson 

Monmouth-Roseville High School 
Son of Mark & Melissa Anderson 

Grandson of Neal & Anita Anderson 
going to attend University of Nebraska 

majoring in Sports Media & Communication 

Derek Chandler 
Monmouth-Roseville High School 

Son of John & Jodi Chandler 
Grandson of George and Peggy Sprout 

going to attend Monmouth College 
majoring in Education and  

minor in Business 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Nick Lantz 
Monmouth-Roseville High School 

Son of Aaran & Rob Lantz 
Grandson of Don & Barb Manthe and  

Don Toland 
going to attend Iowa State 

majoring in Accounting and Finance 
 

Jessica Lili Frey 
Naperville High School 

Daughter of David & Ying Frey 
Granddaughter of Elene & Bob Frey 
going to attend University of Illinois 

 
Rileigh Ewing 

Monmouth-Roseville High School 
Daughter of Lynn Halcomb and Jeff Ewing 

Granddaughter of Lorna Utter 
 

Madison (Maddy) Clair Diaz 
United High School 

Daughter of Andy & Stacey Diaz 
Granddaughter of Dave & Suzie Geer 

 
Luke Joseph William Robinson 

Home schooled  

Our 2022 College Graduates 

Hannah M. Alcorn 
Arizona State University 

Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
Daughter of Clinton & Amy Alcorn 

Granddaughter of Neal & Anita Anderson 
 

Adrianna M. Francis Louise Althaus 
Daughter of David & Angie Althaus 

Granddaughter of Neal & Anita Anderson 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Bachelor of Science in  
Interdisciplinary Health 

 
Dylan Ankle 

Southwestern Illinois College 
Bachelor in physical Therapist Assistant 

Son of Lisa & Richard Ankle 
Grandson of Elene & Bob Frey 

 
Claire Oetting 

Simpson College - Sports Administration,  
Cum Laude 

Daughter of Lori & Lance Oetting 
Granddaughter of Kenny & Mary Jane O’Brien 

Hannah Clayton 
Illinois State - Audiology 

Daughter of Todd & Becki Clayton 
Granddaughter of Nancy & Bill Clayton 

 
Carson Clayton 

Carl Sandburg now at  
University of Nebraska 

Son of Chad & Jenna Clayton and  
Angie Lybarger 

Grandson of Nancy & Bill Clayton 
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Kaitlyn Fisher 
Monmouth College 

Daughter of Mandy Fisher 
Granddaughter of Dave & Debbie Fisher 

Courtney Fisher & Kara Fisher 
Monmouth College 

Daughters of Michael & Heather Fisher 
Granddaughter of Dave & Debbie Fisher 

 
Grant Robinson 

Black Hawk Community College 
 Associates Degree in Agriculture Production 

Technology 
Son of Brian and Jennifer Robinson 

Grandson of Harold & the late Jeanne Watters 
and Bill & Karen Robinson 

 
Emma Nuckles 

Augustana 
Daughter of Paula Buban 

Granddaughter of Steve & Karen Erlandson 
 
 
 
 

Sydney Killey 
Parkland College - Associate of Applied Science 

degree in Veterinary Technology 
 B.S. in Animal Sciences from U. of I.  

When she takes her board exam, she will be a 
Certified Veterinary Technologist 

Daughter of Kevin & DeNeene Killey  
Granddaughter of Janet Stevenson 

 
Katelynn Mickle 

Monmouth College – BA in Biopsychology & 
Spanish with a minor in Global Public Health 

attending grad school at Huntington University 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana for her Doctorate 

degree in Occupational Therapy 
Daughter of Mike & Karen Mickle 

Granddaughter of Janet Stevenson 

Luke Joseph William Robinson 
Home schooled  

Son of Mark Robinson and Jody Breuer 
 Grandson of Bill & Karen Robinson 

going to attend Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville 

 majoring in Nursing 
 

Caleb John Wesley Robinson 
Home schooled 

Son of Mark Robinson and Jody Breuer 
Grandson of Bill and Karen Robinson 

going to attend Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering 
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June Birthdays 

If you have a birthday in June and you’re not listed here, please give the church office a call. 

 

1 Helen Hull 17 Joan Ryner 
2 Ron Moore 18 Gene Hillman 

3 B.J. Salyers 21 Karissa Pierce 

4 Kaylee Cornell 22 Sawyer Kramer 

5 Brayden Halcomb  Carmyn Way 

7 Neal Anderson 23 Jim Edwards 

 Steve Sandstrom 25 Laurie Todd 

9 Tom Prien 27 Rick Anderson 

 Dave Geer  Corey Armstrong 

10 Andrew Way 28 Terri St. George 

11 Matt Frieden  Dennis Willhardt 

13 Kim Lemley 29 Bob Edwards 

14 Sharon Stavenhagen  Jon Sims 

15 Bill Salyers   

  

 

 

1st UMC Ministry Team 

Directing Pastor: Rev. Jon Sims 

  Secretary/ Financial Secretary - LeAnn Murk  Custodian - Doug Ray 

  Senior Ministries Coordinator - Joyce Clark  Treasurer – Melinda Todd 

  Keyboard - Joy Boostrom    Website Coordinator - Dan Marlin 

  Certified Lay Servant - Jeff Uddin   Organist - Elizabeth Walker 

  Certified Lay Servant - Anita Anderson   Education Director - Chris Moore 

  Youth Coordinators – Adam & Michelle Carlson  
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