
AFTER EASTER…WHAT?? 

Joyce Clark 

John 20:19-31 

I’m excited to share thoughts from the 20th chapter of John with you 
this morning. 

Recently I read words of Joe LoMusio who asked the question of how 
one might describe Easter using only punctuation marks. This question 
seems appropriate as we discuss the morning scripture reading. 

For the disciples Easter began as a period. Jesus was dead. He was 
buried; their expectations were ended. But wait…Peter and the other 
disciple saw the empty tomb and Mary Magdalene had both seen and 
spoken to Jesus. She had told the disciples. The disciples were 
perplexed. The guards were gone, the stone had been rolled away. He 
was not there. And if not there, where? As this point in scripture a 
question mark (?) to describe the day. 

With those things in mind, we read that on the night of the first Easter 
the disciples (except for Thomas) were not celebrating the resurrection. 
Instead, they were fearfully gathered behind locked doors. 

Even though the disciples had deserted Him as He hung on the cross, it 
is important for us to note that Jesus did not leave them in that fearful 
state. Verse 19 “Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, 
‘Peace, be with you.’ When he had said this, He showed them His 
hands, and His side.” Then the disciples were filled with joy. Now the 
punctuation becomes an exclamation. 

After once again offering them “peace”, he gave them a mission to 
share the good news - forgiveness, the reconciliation of humanity with 
God and each other. He knew that to be able to share this message, 
they would need His help. Thus, it was that He breathed on them and 
told them to receive the Holy Spirit. 



The news they were to share we often hear referred to as the plan of 
salvation. Scripture has made it easy for us to understand it by using 
A/B/C. 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) 

Believe 

Confess “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in you heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10) 

Looking back at the scripture we may ask, if the resurrection was so 
important and life changing, why were the disciples stuck behind locked 
doors in the same room even a week later? What difference had the 
empty tomb made? How had it changed them? It doesn’t seem to us 
that they saw their world much differently. 

In the past, I have probably read this passage somewhat critical of the 
disciples. They were stuck in the same place; they should have done 
better. They hadn’t at once responded to Christ’s direction to go share 
the Good News. After all, death had been defeated! Christ had risen; 
He had given us the hope and promise of forgiven sins and everlasting 
life. Alleluia! 

Now I believe the question becomes more personal to me - and maybe 
to you. It is now a week after Easter. Has celebrating the empty tomb 
changed us? Quite honestly, my life has not changed much in the last 
week. Why isn’t my life different after Easter? Why am I stuck in the 
same place?  Why do I still have fears and worries? Why do I not feel 
great motivation, joy and urgency in sharing the gospel? 

It is true that Christs’ Resurrection is bigger than we have vocabulary to 
explain. The empty tomb was, and is, life changing. Resurrection does 
not often instantly make a difference in our lives. It takes time for us to 
truly “take it in”; it seems it is a process. By the grace of God, we evolve 



into resurrected people through His word, our relationships, and the 
circumstances of our lives. As we evolve, we come to realize that we 
are free from fear of death, and we are free from fears that try to blight 
our lives today. 

Often, we have found ourselves fearing illnesses for which there is no 
known cure, a faltering economy, wars, and rumors of war. Sometimes 
our fears become even more personal - a bad medical report, a broken 
marriage, economic needs, lack of family unity…our lists go on. 

Just as the disciples felt alone and fearful for a time as they were locked 
in that upstairs room, it is important for us to remember that Christ 
DOES NOT FORGET US! In the midst of our trials, we can rejoice that 
Christ is with us. The One who has shown Himself to be more powerful 
than our fears is the One we acknowledge as Lord. 

Our morning scripture also reminds us that people come to faith in 
different ways. Remember the beloved disciple saw the empty tomb, 
Mary Magdalene heard the Lord speak her name, and the disciples 
believed when Jesus appeared among them. 

Still another example is Thomas. Earlier in the gospel story, as Jesus 
prepared to go to Jerusalem to face the cross, Thomas had said to the 
others, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Even so when he heard from the other disciples that Jesus was back 
again, he made an outrageous demand.  He refused to believe that 
Jesus was alive - unless he could see and touch the wounds of the 
crucified leader. Perhaps Thomas would have made a good detective; 
he wouldn’t believe without seeing the facts. 

So often when we hear the name of Thomas, we focus on him as having 
been a doubter. That was just the beginning of his story… Thomas 
might have been called a classic skeptic. Even though he had traveled 
with Jesus and learned from His teaching for a least three years, he 



needed time and personal evidence before he would accept the 
Resurrection. Jesus responded by going to Thomas. 

Remember scripture said that after eight days the disciples were again 
in that Upper Room; this time Thomas was with them. Once again, 
Jesus stood in their midst declaring Peace to them. He said to Thomas, 
“Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand 
here and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving but believing.” 

And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God! Earlier 
Thomas had had more doubt than any; now he had more faith than 
most. It was as if he had found the one he had loved intensely, but lost, 
until that moment. This became a renewal of his allegiance to Christ. 

Do you know Thomas’ story? He became one of the most courageous of 
the apostles. Tradition says that he witnessed in Parthia, Persia and 
India. He suffered martyrdom near Madras at Mount St. Thomas. The 
rest of his story doesn’t sound much like a doubter, does it? It sounds 
like someone who grew and changed, someone for whom the 
resurrection of Christ was real, someone for whom the empty tomb 
made a difference. Like most of us, it took him a little time. 

We see now that all of that about his doubting and disbelief was a 
starting place. 

As we think of him, it is important for each of us to consider: What is 
my starting place for the rest of my story?  Whatever your life is today 
is that point for you. So, if you’re dealing with deep loneliness, sorrow, 
loss, that is your starting point. For you, that is the room which Christ 
enters. If you are locked in a house of fear, confusion, or darkness, that 
is your starting point and the place in which Jesus stands. If illness, old 
age, disability, or uncertainty are facts of your life that’s where to 
expect Jesus to show up. If you feel betrayed, disappointed, 
overwhelmed expect Jesus to enter. These things we’ve considered are 
some of the many things that cause our doors to be locked. Remember 



we don’t judge them as being good or bad, right or wrong. They are just 
where we are and the place we can expect Christ to enter. 

In today’s gospel twice the disciples were in the same house behind the 
same locked doors and Jesus showed up. Remember the walls and the 
locked doors could not keep Jesus out. The walls and locked doors of 
our house will not keep him out.  

John 14:18 gives us a great promise with these words: “I will not leave 
you comfortless.” And Jeremiah reminds us of our part: “Seek me and 
you shall find me.” 

Yes, we celebrate that we serve a resurrected Lord. He is one who has 
commissioned us as his followers to share that great news. 

A week after Easter, we remember the story told by the punctuation 
marks: 

 Jesus died.  (Period) 

 The tomb was empty - where was the Lord? (Question) 

 He spoke to Mary Magdalene and appeared in the Upper Room. 
Hallelujah! (Exclamation) 

He asked his followers to go forth - “as the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” Thus, the answer to our introductory question: “After 
Easter, What?” seems to be the dot, dot, dot known as ellipsis… 
indicating that our work as His followers is unfinished. 


