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April 17, 2022 - Easter 
John 20:1-18 
!Where is She Going in Such a Hurry?” 
 
John 20:1-18 Common English Bible 
20 Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 
stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 She ran to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said, !They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don"t 
know where they"ve put him.” 3 Peter and the other disciple left 
to go to the tomb. 4 They were running together, but the other 
disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the 
tomb. 5 Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, but he didn"t go in. 6 Following him, Simon Peter 
entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 He also 
saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus#"head. It wasn"t with 
the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. 8 Then the 
other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed. 9 They didn"t yet understand the 
scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 
11 Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she 
bent down to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed 
in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the 
head and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked her, !Woman, 
why are you crying?” She replied, !They have taken away my 
Lord, and I don"t know where they"ve put him.” 14 As soon as 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she didn"t know it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 
!Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” Thinking 
he was the gardener, she replied, !Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him and I will get him.” 
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16 Jesus said to her, !Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, !Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, !Don"t hold on to me, for I haven"t yet gone up to my 
Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, $I"m going 
up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 
Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, !I"ve seen 
the Lord.” Then she told them what he said to her. 
 
Why was the snowman mad at the Easter Bunny? 
 He ate his nose! 
 
Where did the Easter Bunny get her hair done? 
 At the HARE-stylist! 
 
Why did the baby chick cross the road? 
 To meet up with her Peeps. 
 
Why did the marathon runner end up in jail? 
 For resisting a rest. 
 
Training for a marathon can be hard work 
 But it"ll be good for you in the long run. 
 
Exactly 50 years ago, on April 17, 1972…do you know what 
happened? That was the day the Boston Marathon allowed 
women to compete for the first time. Nina Kuscsik emerged 
from the field to win the women"s race, and all eight of the 
female runners completed the 26.2-mile course. 
 
The Boston Marathon didn"t have a place for women for 75 
years. They were underestimated, ignored and shut out — one 
running coach believed the distance was too much for what he 
called !fragile” women. But then Roberta Gibb became the first 
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woman to run the full Boston Marathon in 1966. She couldn"t get 
an official race number, so she hid in the bushes and jumped 
into the race when it began. 
 
In 1967, Kathrine Switzer registered as K.V. Switzer, not 
identifying herself as a woman. When she began to run, race 
officials tried to remove her from the marathon. One of them 
frightened her, grabbing her shoulders and trying to rip off her 
bib number. Her boyfriend shoved the man to the ground, and 
she finished the race in about four hours and 20 minutes. (Which 
by the way is a very respectable time!) 
 
As you know I consider myself a runner. Actually, I’m more of a 
jogger and somedays that might be stretching it as well! But I 
have always enjoyed running. When I was a boy, I always 
thought I was the fastest kid in my class…and maybe I was but 
by the time I got to Jr. High some of the boys had their growth 
spurt and as a result had much longer legs and I simply wasn’t as 
fast as them…especially when it came to anything further than a 
50 yard dash. (Yep, that’s how old I am…we still measured the 
dashes in yards and not in meters!)  
 
Several years ago, I switched my running to distance running. 
And as such I have a newfound respect for anyone who runs 
distances for their exercise and enjoyment. And that’s the thing 
about running…most folks who do it do it because it is fun! 
Those who don’t run don’t really understand how that can 
be…but it works.  
 
I’m mentioning all this because it turns out one of the first 
ladies to run a fair distance did so to share some news. And her 
name was Mary! That first Easter morning was a moment of 
truth for the followers of Jesus. Until then, Mary Magdalene 
wasn"t mentioned much in the gospel of John. The only clear 
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report is that there were three Marys standing near the cross of 
Jesus: his mother Mary, !and his mother"s sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene” (John 19:25). 
 
The name Mary was very common among Jewish women of that 
time, and John tells a number of stories about another Mary, the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus. But suddenly, Mary Magdalene slips 
into the race. Like Roberta Gibb, popping out of the bushes, or 
Kathrine Switzer, running as K.V. Switzer, Mary Magdalene 
makes a dramatic appearance. Early on the first day of the 
week, while it is still dark, Mary comes to the tomb. She is the 
first of the followers of Jesus to make this trip. She arrives 
before Simon Peter … before John … before any of the other 
men. What Mary sees is that !the stone had been removed from 
the tomb” (John 20:1). This discovery upsets her, since she 
assumes that grave robbers have been at work. So, she runs to 
Simon Peter and to John, and says to them, !They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid him” (v. 2). Notice that she calls Jesus !the Lord,” and she 
says to them that !we do not know where they have laid him.” 
By calling Jesus !the Lord” and using the plural !we,” she is 
identifying herself as part of the community of Jesus#"followers. 
 
Then Simon Peter and the disciple we believe is John run to the 
tomb. John is believed to be younger, and he sprints ahead but 
then in proving the tortoise often wins the race because of his 
steadier pace the elder Simon Peter is the first to actually go 
inside the tomb. It seems John got a bit afraid of what he was 
seeing. Sometimes it is more important to be the steady one it 
seems. The next part is very interesting. It says, “Then the 
other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went 
inside, (After Peter had already gone in). He, (John) saw and 
believed. 9 (BUT)They didn"t yet understand the scripture that 
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Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to 
the place where they were staying. It doesn’t say they ran back 
to their place of shelter…but one can imagine they were eager 
to get there.  
 
So, what happened to Mary Magdalene? Well, before we get to 
that let’s take a look at who she was. There are lots of tales, 
legends, and stories about Mary Magdalene. There is a lot of 
room to find something that is not reported in the scriptures to 
believe about her. I enjoy a show narrated by Laurence 
Fishburne called History’s Greatest Mysteries. Recently they did 
a show about finding the coveted “Holy Grail” or the Cup Jesus 
used at the Last Supper. One of the possible situations they 
discussed is the belief among some that Mary Magdalene was 
entrusted with the cup and she traveled to Europe to escape the 
Romans and the Jewish leaders…there is also a belief, not 
Biblical, that she and Jesus may have been more than simply 
friends. The reason I tell you this is it is obvious the character of 
Mary Magdalene has been of interest to folks for a LONG time. 
Here’s what we do know. Richard Rohr has this to say about 
Mary” For over a millennium, Mary of Magdala was misidentified 
as the woman with the alabaster jar who was called a !sinner” 
and who washed Jesus#"feet with her tears and dried them with 
her hair (Luke 7:36-50). While we may never know for certain if 
those two women were the same or separate individuals, the 
conflation has confused Christianity"s view of them. Either way, 
Jesus shows both Gospel women nothing but respect, 
forgiveness, and love. 
 
What we do know about Mary Magdalene is that she was the 
woman who was closest to Jesus. 
 
Mary Magdalene is the person in the Gospel who most needs love 
to be stronger than death and so she is the first to know it — and 
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perhaps at the deepest level. She is the first one who 
symbolically comes to !consciousness,” as it were, of Jesus as 
the risen Christ and thus is the clear !witness to the witnesses.” 
She is the real knower; in fact, love and knowing have become 
one in her. Mary is the archetypal name for all those who have 
been led by love into awareness of their True Selves and know 
its Source. 
 
Mary Magdalene is a wonderful example of love itself — needed, 
given, received, and then passed on. She is a stand-in for all of 
us who seek an intimate and loving relationship with the divine. 
Jesus#"appearance to her first and alone is the clear affirmation 
of the wonderful and astounding message that we do not need 
to be perfect to be the beloved of Jesus and God. 
 
We know from the scriptures that Mary Magdalene was a woman 
who had seven demons cast out. She is mentioned by name 
twelve times in the canonical gospels, more than most of the 
apostles and more than any other woman in the gospels, other 
than Jesus's family. In all the four gospels, Mary Magdalene was 
a witness to the crucifixion of Jesus, and in the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark & Luke), she was also present at his burial. All 
the four gospels identified her, either alone or as a member of a 
larger group of women which includes Jesus's mother, as the 
first to witness the empty tomb, and, either alone or as a 
member of a group, as the first to witness Jesus's resurrection! 
In some Christian traditions she is known as the “apostle to the 
apostles!” And interestingly she is considered a saint in many 
Christian traditions. She is not believed to be the prostitute who 
came and wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair even though a pope 
once declared her to be a prostitute. In 1969, finally, another 
pope corrected that teaching…but many still cling to that 
teaching as fact.  
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Oddly…she is not mentioned in Paul’s letters, or the general 
epistles found in the New Testament. But like I said earlier she 
is found in all four of the gospels. Another interesting tidbit I 
found was that some believe Mary and John were married and 
that it was their wedding at Cana where Jesus performed his 
miracle of water to wine. That, by the way, is not at all in the 
Bible. There are gospels that mention Mary which are not in the 
canon of the New Testament one of which is the gospel of Mary. 
All of this means Mary Magdalene was and is a very interesting 
woman who was important the life and teachings of Jesus. It is 
also fascinating all the different teachings/beliefs about Mary. 
Some, like I said earlier, believe she was a prostitute and others 
believe she was never with a man her entire life. There are 
some miracles attributed to her in later writings and some are 
quite spectacular. But all of this is simply to show that there has 
long been a fascination with the woman who ran to Jesus and to 
spread that word that he had been raised.  
 
Now…back to the Bible account for today. Mary gets the fellows 
to go to the tomb…they go in, John believes but both he and 
Peter simply head home not yet understanding what the 
scripture had taught about Jesus needing to rise from the dead. 
After they leave, Mary is once again alone…lingering at the 
tomb, crying, overcome with confusion and grief about what has 
happened. She, alone, refused to simply go home, she wanted 
to stay where she would be close to where Jesus had most 
recently been.  
 
It is at this point we read, “Mary stood outside near the tomb, 
crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb. 
12 She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body 
of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. 13 The 
angels asked her, !Woman, why are you crying?” 
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So, Mary, crying outside an empty tomb now finds herself in the 
presence of two angels who ask her a most ridiculous 
question…why are you crying? They know of course but they also 
know her answer will set the stage for the rest of this Holy 
encounter.  
 
And Mary responds tearfully by saying, !They have taken away 
my Lord, and I don"t know where they"ve put him.” She is still 
assuming, of course, that the guards or someone has taken the 
body of Jesus and put him someplace else. In a way she is much 
like Peter and John in that she has seen…but she has not yet 
fully understood. The main difference is she has decided to stay 
near to where she understood her Lord would be and they have 
not. At this point, then, no one has fully comprehended what 
has happened. 
 
But at this point Mary turns around and there stands…THE 
GARDENER! Well, actually she just doesn’t recognize Jesus and 
assumes it is possibly a gardener, but she looks at him 
astonished and here’s what happens as the Gardner says, 
!Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, !Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 
get him.” 
 
16 Jesus said to her, !Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, !Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). At this…and you 
get it I bet…she must have hugged him like she never wanted to 
let go! I bet you have hugged someone like that before…or 
perhaps YOU have been hugged like that…in any event it is a 
wonderful, amazing, sustained hug that transcends time…for at 
least a while. 
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Finally, Jesus says, !Don"t hold on to me, for I haven"t yet gone 
up to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, 
$I"m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 
 
And with that… Mary Magdalene left and (I believe she RAN) to 
and announced to the disciples, !I"ve seen the Lord.” Then she 
told them what he said to her. She was once again the ONE who 
went to the disciples and TOLD them. So…who has the more 
important role in all this? Who is really the faithful disciple?  
 
So…Mary once again is running…this time to what would be the 
finish line as the very first apostle, a word which literally means 
!one who is sent off.” she runs to the finish carrying forward the 
message that she has seen the risen Jesus. Easter is the 
anniversary, then, of women on a mission, but its significance 
goes far beyond gender. Easter is an invitation to men and 
women to run together. Whatever our gender, we are people 
who are equally recognized by Jesus, and equally sent off to be 
his people in the world. 
 
So here is the promise and the possibility we are all on a 
personal marathon called life, it is important and comforting to 
know that we do not run alone. Jesus sees us and recognizes 
each of us. In the middle of our pain and confusion, he calls us 
by name. And then he sends us all off, toward the finish line 
that to do what he calls and directs us to do.  
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Mary and many others after her are already on the run. And our 
challenge today is to follow her. Happy Easter!1,2,3,4 

 
1 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041355 
2 https://jamestabor.com/was-mary-magdalene-the-same-person-as-mary-of-bethany-a-
guest-post-from-jeffrey-butz/ 
3!"History of the Boston Marathon,” Boston Athletic Association Website, www.baa.org. 
4 Switzer, Kathrine. !The Real Story of Kathrine Switzer#s 1967 Boston Marathon.” Kathrine 
Switzer: Marathon Woman, April 2007, https://kathrineswitzer.com. 


